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      Breaking News

      
        US strikes Iran after cargo ship attack in Strait of Hormuz
        The U.S. military attacked Iran on Friday (June 26) in response to an Iranian drone strike on a cargo ship in the Strait of Hormuz, with each country accusing the other of violating terms of a ceasefire agreed on last week. - REUTERS

      

      
        Georgian lawmakers brawl in parliament after PM's speech
        A fistfight erupted in Georgia's parliament on June 26 during the final plenary sitting of the spring session. The confrontation started during the question-and-answer session after the annual report of the government delivered by the Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze. - REUTERS

      

      
        King Charles says he'll no longer live at Buckingham Palace
        King Charles will not live at Buckingham Palace after its 10-year refurbishment finishes next year, marking the end of nearly two centuries of the London landmark serving as the British monarch's primary residence. Reuters Chief Correspondent Michael Holden said on Friday (June 26) that it will likely be more a symbolic loss than a major change. - REUTERS

      

      
        River in Kyoto surges with muddy torrent after heavy rainfall
        Kyoto's iconic Kamo River overflowed beyond its banks on Friday (June 26) amidst torrential rains, as the country braced itself for two approaching tropical storms. - REUTERS

      

      
        South Korea to train 500,000 'drone warriors' to counter North
        South Korea will rapidly expand its drone and counter-drone capabilities to counter North Korea, including by training 500,000 "drone warriors" and distributing tens of thousands of unmanned systems across frontline units, the Defense Ministry said on Friday (June 26). - REUTERS

      

      
        Torrential rain shuts down southern Taiwan
        Torrential rains from a passing typhoon caused flooding across southern Taiwan on Friday (June 26). Tropical Storm Mekkhala brought heavy rains to the southern regions of Kaohsiung, Tainan and Pingtung as it skirted the island before heading toward southern Japan's Ryukyu Islands. - REUTERS

      

      
        Venezuela races to rescue hundreds trapped after major twin quakes
        Hundreds of people in Venezuela were trapped under rubble and many more remained unaccounted for on Thursday (June 25), after two powerful earthquakes devastated areas in and around the capital Caracas, killing more than 230 people, damaging hundreds of buildings and leaving thousands homeless. - REUTERS

      

      
        Classmates recall princess's humility
        Memory often endures not through grand ceremonies or historic milestones, but through small moments of everyday life -- shared conversations after class, hurried meals between lectures, and the friendships formed during the uncertain first weeks of university.

      

      
        New electronic transactions law essential
        The Electronic Transactions Development Agency (ETDA) is drafting a new electronic transactions law to replace the 2001 edition, aiming to strengthen trust in these interactions, facilitate their use, and improve the confidence of participants.

      

      
        Delayed sugar payments to be probed
        Industry Minister Varawut Silpa-archa says he will look into delays in financial aid for sugar cane farmers joining the government's campaign to cut fresh cane and curb haze from burning.
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									Classmates recall princess's humility								

								Thammasat students remember HRH Princess Bajrakitiyabha as approachable, disciplined and committed to serving society
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																Memory often endures not through grand ceremonies or historic milestones, but through small moments of everyday life -- shared conversations after class, hurried meals between lectures, and the friendships formed during the uncertain first weeks of university.
For Law Class 40 at Thammasat University, those ordinary experiences carried an extraordinary dimension. Among the students beginning their studies in 1997 was Her Royal Highness Princess Bajrakitiyabha Narendiradebyavati, then a first-year law student embarking on a journey that would unfold alongside hundreds of classmates rather than apart from them.

Nearly three decades later, many who studied with her remember not formality or distance, but an ease that allowed her to become part of the fabric of campus life.

One of the earliest memories dates back to May 11, 1997, during the traditional orientation programme at Thammasat University's Tha Phra Chan campus. Like generations of students before them, freshmen gathered for activities designed to break down barriers through songs, games and group exercises.

Students sat on the floor together, laughed, sang and introduced themselves to strangers who would soon become friends.

In that setting, the princess participated naturally and without reservation.

For many students, the initial uncertainty centred on how they should behave around a member of the Royal Family in such an informal environment. That uncertainty quickly disappeared.

Asst Prof Taweesak Euaamornwanich, now Assistant to the Rector for Legal Affairs at Thammasat University, recalls that what stood out was how effortlessly she joined in.

"There was no sense of distance," he recalled. "She took part in activities like everyone else."

The same impression carried into the classroom.

[image: Her Royal Highness Princess Bajrakitiyabha Narendiradebyavati performs traditional Thai music while studying at Thammasat.]
Her Royal Highness Princess Bajrakitiyabha Narendiradebyavati performs traditional Thai music while studying at Thammasat.



During introductory sessions, lecturers often addressed an issue that made many faculty members slightly nervous: language. Because members of the Royal Family are normally referred to using royal vocabulary, some lecturers began by seeking permission to teach in plain language.

"Many students would glance towards Her Royal Highness, wondering how she would respond," Asst Prof Taweesak said.

"But she never behaved as though special permission was required. She treated it as entirely normal, which helped lecturers feel more comfortable as well."

While the Faculty of Law prepared a reception room for her on the fourth floor of the building, it was rarely the centre of her university life.

Assoc Prof Supreeya Kaewla-iad, now Dean of the Faculty of Law and one of her classmates, said the princess preferred spending her time in classrooms and with friends.

"She used the room occasionally, but most of the time she was with her classmates," Assoc Prof Supreeya said.

The room would later take on a different role. Years after graduation, when the princess returned to teach Criminal Procedure Law to postgraduate students as a special lecturer, it became her working office.

The friendships formed during those university years generated countless personal memories.

One that remains particularly vivid for Asst Prof Taweesak occurred during a two-week academic study trip to France after the students' second year. Thirteen students were selected to participate in an opportunity to spend time together outside the classroom.

During the trip, he bought a long marshmallow stick from a shop, and the princess took an interest and asked whether it was tasty. He then offered it for her to try.

After tasting it, she smiled and jokingly invoked an old Thai superstition. "It's very sweet," she remarked. "Don't eat too much, or you'll become vicious."

Noticing the price tag of only seven francs, she suggested buying more to share with classmates.

For Asst Prof Taweesak, the exchange captured something that friends frequently observed: warmth, humour and consideration for others, even in the smallest moments.

Beyond her approachable nature, classmates were equally impressed by her discipline.

While carrying out numerous royal duties far beyond those faced by ordinary students, she maintained a consistent presence on campus. At the same time, she was also pursuing political science studies through Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University.

Despite these competing responsibilities, she completed her law degree in just three and a half years and graduated with second-class honours.

For her classmates, it was an example of exceptional time management and determination.

Years later, those qualities would be reflected in her public service and legal work.

Assoc Prof Supreeya said one initiative that particularly demonstrated the princess's commitment to using legal knowledge for the public good was her promotion of the Bangkok Rules -- formally known as the United Nations Rules for the Treatment of Women Prisoners and Non-custodial Measures for Women Offenders.

Adopted by the United Nations in 2010, the rules established international standards aimed at protecting the rights and dignity of female prisoners while supporting rehabilitation and reintegration.

"The Bangkok Rules demonstrate Her Royal Highness's concern for all groups in society and her determination to create tangible change," Assoc Prof Supreeya said.

"Lawyers often focus on police reform, courts or judicial procedures, but issues affecting prisoners have traditionally received far less attention. Her Royal Highness recognised their importance."

For Asst Prof Taweesak, the princess's example offers three enduring lessons for younger generations.

The first is humility -- refusing to use status or privilege for personal advantage. The second is disciplined time management. The third is a commitment to using professional knowledge to improve society, particularly for those whose voices are often overlooked.

Assoc Prof Supreeya believes that legacy extends beyond royal service.

"She was a lawyer who consistently used her knowledge for the benefit of people and society," she said. "We honour her not because she was a princess, but because of the contributions she made to the country and its people."

For Thammasat University's Faculty of Law, those contributions remain closely aligned with the institution's own ideals: that legal education should serve not only the law itself, but society as a whole, she said.

And for those who shared classrooms, study trips and ordinary student experiences with her, the memories that remain are not of ceremony, but of a fellow student whose example continues to inspire long after graduation.
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																The Electronic Transactions Development Agency (ETDA) is drafting a new electronic transactions law to replace the 2001 edition, aiming to strengthen trust in these interactions, facilitate their use, and improve the confidence of participants.
These improvements are expected to enhance Thailand's competitiveness in a digital society, said the agency.

An online public hearing on the draft was held from May 12 to June 15. The new law is scheduled to come into force 180 days after publication in the Royal Gazette, according to the draft.

The new law does not apply to transactions that require people to show up in person in front of officials, or transactions where people have to express consent in person in front of officials, or transactions that are inappropriate as e-transactions.

Why is a new version of the law needed?

The current law on electronic transactions has been in force for more than 20 years. During that time, technology related to electronic transactions has developed rapidly, meaning portions of the statute are now outdated, noted ETDA.

Certain provisions now create limits or obstacles in enforcement, while others no longer reflect current practices in electronic transactions. This has affected public confidence in electronic transactions, said the agency.

In addition, the UN developed several new model laws to support electronic transactions in a wider range of contexts.

Khanit Phatong, an ETDA adviser, said although businesses have become familiar with e-commerce and the increasing use of electronic documents such as e-invoices, uncertainty remains over whether certain key documents can genuinely be converted into digital format.

"This is particularly the case for documents involving the transfer of ownership or rights through possession of an original document, such as bills of lading, negotiable instruments or cheques," she said.

Ploy Charoensom, assistant executive director of ETDA, said the most important issue for businesses is confidence that the electronic documents they use have genuine legal effect and can be used as evidence of rights, to transfer rights, and can be enforced in the same way as original paper documents.

Although Thai law recognises electronic contracts, electronic signatures and digital identity verification, it may not fully cover certain types of electronic documents, said Ms Ploy.

"These include bills of lading and other transferable instruments with specific characteristics involving possession and the transfer of rights," she said.

According to ETDA, the existing law does not sufficiently support the use of new technology by the public and businesses in conducting electronic transactions or providing related services because it requires compliance with rules set by the relevant authorities.

If those authorities have not yet issued relevant rules, or have not updated rules to cover new technologies, the law may become an obstacle to the use or provision of electronic methods, noted the agency.

Meanwhile, globalisation has led to more cross-border interactions, as large multinational companies providing electronic transaction services have effectively become standard-setters in practice.

If Thailand's electronic transactions law is not sufficiently flexible, it may be overlooked, or such companies may choose to limit their services in Thailand, noted ETDA.

Either outcome would be harmful to Thailand's image as an investment destination, said the agency.

How does the new law differ from the existing one?

The draft of the new law is based on consistency with international agreements and relevant model laws, though it introduces a different enforcement mechanism from the existing law.

The draft is designed to allow people to use new technologies for electronic transactions without having to wait for the relevant agencies to prescribe detailed rules first.

The draft also abolishes the licensing, registration and notification mechanisms on e-transaction service providers, replacing them with a trustmark mechanism. These providers include the issuers of certificates for PDF files, the providers of digital signature systems, and cloud providers.

The new law also sets the conditions for using each type of electronic method as a replacement for paper-based methods in transactions.

Once a person complies with those conditions, the electronic method has legal effect immediately, eliminating the need to wait for ETDA to issue detailed rules first.

The draft introduces provisions for electronic transferable records (ETRs) in line with the UN Commission on International Trade Law model law on ETRs. ETRs have certain special features that require specific legal recognition.

ETRs will play an important role in upgrading the country's trade and financial systems by helping to reduce reliance on paper documents, speeding up transactions and supporting data connectivity between agencies and trading partner countries, said ETDA.

The development of ETRs is based on three principles. The first is singularity, which ensures the authoritative version of a document can be clearly identified and duplicate claims can be prevented.

The second is control, which makes it possible to determine who has the right to possess the instrument at any given time.

The third is integrity, which allows the history of changes, endorsements, transfers of rights or additional information to be verified.

The draft also introduces a new regulatory mechanism for electronic transaction service providers, while abolishing the licensing, registration and notification systems, instead setting conditions with which service providers must comply.

Once a provider complies with those conditions, it is regarded as an electronic transaction service provider under the law.

What is ETDA doing to ensure successful implementation of the new law?

The agency is working with many sectors to support implementation, including a plan to provide a platform where businesses, service providers and technology developers involved in ETRs can seek advice and jointly learn about the development of ETR management systems.

ETDA is also collaborating with the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce's law faculty to develop a draft self-assessment checklist. The checklist is intended as a tool for service providers and system developers to assess whether their systems comply with legal requirements and international standards.

After the new law comes into force, the agency may develop or refine the checklist into a tool for system certification if there is demand from users.
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																Industry Minister Varawut Silpa-archa says he will look into delays in financial aid for sugar cane farmers joining the government's campaign to cut fresh cane and curb haze from burning.
Officials pledged to pay farmers 120 baht per tonne for harvested cane, rewarding those who switched from the labour-intensive traditional method.

"So far we have not received the money," said a farmer who participated in a rally at the ministry yesterday.

Farmer groups led by the Thailand Sugarcane Planters Federation staged a protest over delayed payments and voiced concern about the Cane and Sugar Board, which has excluded farmer representatives.

"I will forward these issues to Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul to seek solutions," Mr Varawut told farmers who submitted a petition letter to him.

He said the cabinet approved a budget of 477 million baht for the Industry Ministry on June 23. This budget will be allocated to farmers who have not yet received financial assistance, said Mr Varawut.

Farmers said shifting to fresh-cane cutting has reduced burning to just 3.8% of total harvests.

But with no money from the government, "many farmers feel they are being deceived," said the farmer.

The Cane and Sugar Board previously called for thorough surveys of areas where fresh cane was cut to verify farmers' eligibility for payments.

The Industry Ministry wants to reduce the amount of burned sugar cane to cut PM2.5 levels and avoid a negative impact on Thai sugar exports, resulting from global concerns over carbon dioxide emissions from cane burning.

PM2.5 particles, which measure less than 2.5 microns in diameter, can penetrate deep into the lungs and cause long-term health damage.

The farmer groups accused industry permanent secretary Nattapol Rangsitpol of failing to speed up a procedure to put their representatives on the Cane and Sugar Board, which consists of representatives from the government, farmers and sugar millers.
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        Classmates recall princess's humility
        Memory often endures not through grand ceremonies or historic milestones, but through small moments of everyday life -- shared conversations after class, hurried meals between lectures, and the friendships formed during the uncertain first weeks of university.

      

      
        New electronic transactions law essential
        The Electronic Transactions Development Agency (ETDA) is drafting a new electronic transactions law to replace the 2001 edition, aiming to strengthen trust in these interactions, facilitate their use, and improve the confidence of participants.

      

      
        Delayed sugar payments to be probed
        Industry Minister Varawut Silpa-archa says he will look into delays in financial aid for sugar cane farmers joining the government's campaign to cut fresh cane and curb haze from burning.

      

      
        BoT vows to continue with stablecoin plan
        The Bank of Thailand is moving forward with plans to introduce a baht-pegged stablecoin as part of a push to support digital finance and innovation, says governor Vitai Ratanakorn.

      

      
        NBTC head faces legal uncertainty over report
        The leadership of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) has been plunged into legal hot water after a former Senate oversight committee member provided testimony alleging the NBTC chairman, Dr Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck, lacks the legal qualifications to hold office.

      

      
        PM rejects exam fraud claims
        Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has dismissed as "nonsense" allegations arising from a leaked audio clip purportedly linking the wife of the Interior Ministry's permanent secretary to a local government recruitment examination fraud.

      

      
        Illegal World Cup streamers blocked
        The Digital Economy and Society (DES) Ministry has stepped up efforts to combat illegal streaming and online gambling platforms during the World Cup, forging closer cooperation with rights holder Monomax to accelerate the removal of infringing content and illicit websites.

      

      
        EC ready to stage Bangkok polls, eyes 70% turnout
        The Election Commission (EC) says it is ready for Bangkok's gubernatorial and council elections on Sunday and expects voter turnout to top 70%.

      

      
        Thaksin's finally free, but now what?
        The royal pardon granted to former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra on the occasion of Her Majesty the Queen's birthday has formally closed a chapter in one of Thailand's most contentious political sagas.

      

      
        Small aircraft strikes Beijing's tallest building
        BEIJING - An aircraft about  the size of a car crashed into Beijing's tallest building, the CITIC Tower,  on Friday, as police closed off roads around the skyscraper and stopped passersby from filming the scene.
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								Thammasat students remember HRH Princess Bajrakitiyabha as approachable, disciplined and committed to serving society
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																Memory often endures not through grand ceremonies or historic milestones, but through small moments of everyday life -- shared conversations after class, hurried meals between lectures, and the friendships formed during the uncertain first weeks of university.
For Law Class 40 at Thammasat University, those ordinary experiences carried an extraordinary dimension. Among the students beginning their studies in 1997 was Her Royal Highness Princess Bajrakitiyabha Narendiradebyavati, then a first-year law student embarking on a journey that would unfold alongside hundreds of classmates rather than apart from them.

Nearly three decades later, many who studied with her remember not formality or distance, but an ease that allowed her to become part of the fabric of campus life.

One of the earliest memories dates back to May 11, 1997, during the traditional orientation programme at Thammasat University's Tha Phra Chan campus. Like generations of students before them, freshmen gathered for activities designed to break down barriers through songs, games and group exercises.

Students sat on the floor together, laughed, sang and introduced themselves to strangers who would soon become friends.

In that setting, the princess participated naturally and without reservation.

For many students, the initial uncertainty centred on how they should behave around a member of the Royal Family in such an informal environment. That uncertainty quickly disappeared.

Asst Prof Taweesak Euaamornwanich, now Assistant to the Rector for Legal Affairs at Thammasat University, recalls that what stood out was how effortlessly she joined in.

"There was no sense of distance," he recalled. "She took part in activities like everyone else."

The same impression carried into the classroom.

[image: Her Royal Highness Princess Bajrakitiyabha Narendiradebyavati performs traditional Thai music while studying at Thammasat.]
Her Royal Highness Princess Bajrakitiyabha Narendiradebyavati performs traditional Thai music while studying at Thammasat.



During introductory sessions, lecturers often addressed an issue that made many faculty members slightly nervous: language. Because members of the Royal Family are normally referred to using royal vocabulary, some lecturers began by seeking permission to teach in plain language.

"Many students would glance towards Her Royal Highness, wondering how she would respond," Asst Prof Taweesak said.

"But she never behaved as though special permission was required. She treated it as entirely normal, which helped lecturers feel more comfortable as well."

While the Faculty of Law prepared a reception room for her on the fourth floor of the building, it was rarely the centre of her university life.

Assoc Prof Supreeya Kaewla-iad, now Dean of the Faculty of Law and one of her classmates, said the princess preferred spending her time in classrooms and with friends.

"She used the room occasionally, but most of the time she was with her classmates," Assoc Prof Supreeya said.

The room would later take on a different role. Years after graduation, when the princess returned to teach Criminal Procedure Law to postgraduate students as a special lecturer, it became her working office.

The friendships formed during those university years generated countless personal memories.

One that remains particularly vivid for Asst Prof Taweesak occurred during a two-week academic study trip to France after the students' second year. Thirteen students were selected to participate in an opportunity to spend time together outside the classroom.

During the trip, he bought a long marshmallow stick from a shop, and the princess took an interest and asked whether it was tasty. He then offered it for her to try.

After tasting it, she smiled and jokingly invoked an old Thai superstition. "It's very sweet," she remarked. "Don't eat too much, or you'll become vicious."

Noticing the price tag of only seven francs, she suggested buying more to share with classmates.

For Asst Prof Taweesak, the exchange captured something that friends frequently observed: warmth, humour and consideration for others, even in the smallest moments.

Beyond her approachable nature, classmates were equally impressed by her discipline.

While carrying out numerous royal duties far beyond those faced by ordinary students, she maintained a consistent presence on campus. At the same time, she was also pursuing political science studies through Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University.

Despite these competing responsibilities, she completed her law degree in just three and a half years and graduated with second-class honours.

For her classmates, it was an example of exceptional time management and determination.

Years later, those qualities would be reflected in her public service and legal work.

Assoc Prof Supreeya said one initiative that particularly demonstrated the princess's commitment to using legal knowledge for the public good was her promotion of the Bangkok Rules -- formally known as the United Nations Rules for the Treatment of Women Prisoners and Non-custodial Measures for Women Offenders.

Adopted by the United Nations in 2010, the rules established international standards aimed at protecting the rights and dignity of female prisoners while supporting rehabilitation and reintegration.

"The Bangkok Rules demonstrate Her Royal Highness's concern for all groups in society and her determination to create tangible change," Assoc Prof Supreeya said.

"Lawyers often focus on police reform, courts or judicial procedures, but issues affecting prisoners have traditionally received far less attention. Her Royal Highness recognised their importance."

For Asst Prof Taweesak, the princess's example offers three enduring lessons for younger generations.

The first is humility -- refusing to use status or privilege for personal advantage. The second is disciplined time management. The third is a commitment to using professional knowledge to improve society, particularly for those whose voices are often overlooked.

Assoc Prof Supreeya believes that legacy extends beyond royal service.

"She was a lawyer who consistently used her knowledge for the benefit of people and society," she said. "We honour her not because she was a princess, but because of the contributions she made to the country and its people."

For Thammasat University's Faculty of Law, those contributions remain closely aligned with the institution's own ideals: that legal education should serve not only the law itself, but society as a whole, she said.

And for those who shared classrooms, study trips and ordinary student experiences with her, the memories that remain are not of ceremony, but of a fellow student whose example continues to inspire long after graduation.
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																The Electronic Transactions Development Agency (ETDA) is drafting a new electronic transactions law to replace the 2001 edition, aiming to strengthen trust in these interactions, facilitate their use, and improve the confidence of participants.
These improvements are expected to enhance Thailand's competitiveness in a digital society, said the agency.

An online public hearing on the draft was held from May 12 to June 15. The new law is scheduled to come into force 180 days after publication in the Royal Gazette, according to the draft.

The new law does not apply to transactions that require people to show up in person in front of officials, or transactions where people have to express consent in person in front of officials, or transactions that are inappropriate as e-transactions.

Why is a new version of the law needed?

The current law on electronic transactions has been in force for more than 20 years. During that time, technology related to electronic transactions has developed rapidly, meaning portions of the statute are now outdated, noted ETDA.

Certain provisions now create limits or obstacles in enforcement, while others no longer reflect current practices in electronic transactions. This has affected public confidence in electronic transactions, said the agency.

In addition, the UN developed several new model laws to support electronic transactions in a wider range of contexts.

Khanit Phatong, an ETDA adviser, said although businesses have become familiar with e-commerce and the increasing use of electronic documents such as e-invoices, uncertainty remains over whether certain key documents can genuinely be converted into digital format.

"This is particularly the case for documents involving the transfer of ownership or rights through possession of an original document, such as bills of lading, negotiable instruments or cheques," she said.

Ploy Charoensom, assistant executive director of ETDA, said the most important issue for businesses is confidence that the electronic documents they use have genuine legal effect and can be used as evidence of rights, to transfer rights, and can be enforced in the same way as original paper documents.

Although Thai law recognises electronic contracts, electronic signatures and digital identity verification, it may not fully cover certain types of electronic documents, said Ms Ploy.

"These include bills of lading and other transferable instruments with specific characteristics involving possession and the transfer of rights," she said.

According to ETDA, the existing law does not sufficiently support the use of new technology by the public and businesses in conducting electronic transactions or providing related services because it requires compliance with rules set by the relevant authorities.

If those authorities have not yet issued relevant rules, or have not updated rules to cover new technologies, the law may become an obstacle to the use or provision of electronic methods, noted the agency.

Meanwhile, globalisation has led to more cross-border interactions, as large multinational companies providing electronic transaction services have effectively become standard-setters in practice.

If Thailand's electronic transactions law is not sufficiently flexible, it may be overlooked, or such companies may choose to limit their services in Thailand, noted ETDA.

Either outcome would be harmful to Thailand's image as an investment destination, said the agency.

How does the new law differ from the existing one?

The draft of the new law is based on consistency with international agreements and relevant model laws, though it introduces a different enforcement mechanism from the existing law.

The draft is designed to allow people to use new technologies for electronic transactions without having to wait for the relevant agencies to prescribe detailed rules first.

The draft also abolishes the licensing, registration and notification mechanisms on e-transaction service providers, replacing them with a trustmark mechanism. These providers include the issuers of certificates for PDF files, the providers of digital signature systems, and cloud providers.

The new law also sets the conditions for using each type of electronic method as a replacement for paper-based methods in transactions.

Once a person complies with those conditions, the electronic method has legal effect immediately, eliminating the need to wait for ETDA to issue detailed rules first.

The draft introduces provisions for electronic transferable records (ETRs) in line with the UN Commission on International Trade Law model law on ETRs. ETRs have certain special features that require specific legal recognition.

ETRs will play an important role in upgrading the country's trade and financial systems by helping to reduce reliance on paper documents, speeding up transactions and supporting data connectivity between agencies and trading partner countries, said ETDA.

The development of ETRs is based on three principles. The first is singularity, which ensures the authoritative version of a document can be clearly identified and duplicate claims can be prevented.

The second is control, which makes it possible to determine who has the right to possess the instrument at any given time.

The third is integrity, which allows the history of changes, endorsements, transfers of rights or additional information to be verified.

The draft also introduces a new regulatory mechanism for electronic transaction service providers, while abolishing the licensing, registration and notification systems, instead setting conditions with which service providers must comply.

Once a provider complies with those conditions, it is regarded as an electronic transaction service provider under the law.

What is ETDA doing to ensure successful implementation of the new law?

The agency is working with many sectors to support implementation, including a plan to provide a platform where businesses, service providers and technology developers involved in ETRs can seek advice and jointly learn about the development of ETR management systems.

ETDA is also collaborating with the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce's law faculty to develop a draft self-assessment checklist. The checklist is intended as a tool for service providers and system developers to assess whether their systems comply with legal requirements and international standards.

After the new law comes into force, the agency may develop or refine the checklist into a tool for system certification if there is demand from users.
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																Industry Minister Varawut Silpa-archa says he will look into delays in financial aid for sugar cane farmers joining the government's campaign to cut fresh cane and curb haze from burning.
Officials pledged to pay farmers 120 baht per tonne for harvested cane, rewarding those who switched from the labour-intensive traditional method.

"So far we have not received the money," said a farmer who participated in a rally at the ministry yesterday.

Farmer groups led by the Thailand Sugarcane Planters Federation staged a protest over delayed payments and voiced concern about the Cane and Sugar Board, which has excluded farmer representatives.

"I will forward these issues to Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul to seek solutions," Mr Varawut told farmers who submitted a petition letter to him.

He said the cabinet approved a budget of 477 million baht for the Industry Ministry on June 23. This budget will be allocated to farmers who have not yet received financial assistance, said Mr Varawut.

Farmers said shifting to fresh-cane cutting has reduced burning to just 3.8% of total harvests.

But with no money from the government, "many farmers feel they are being deceived," said the farmer.

The Cane and Sugar Board previously called for thorough surveys of areas where fresh cane was cut to verify farmers' eligibility for payments.

The Industry Ministry wants to reduce the amount of burned sugar cane to cut PM2.5 levels and avoid a negative impact on Thai sugar exports, resulting from global concerns over carbon dioxide emissions from cane burning.

PM2.5 particles, which measure less than 2.5 microns in diameter, can penetrate deep into the lungs and cause long-term health damage.

The farmer groups accused industry permanent secretary Nattapol Rangsitpol of failing to speed up a procedure to put their representatives on the Cane and Sugar Board, which consists of representatives from the government, farmers and sugar millers.
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																The Bank of Thailand is moving forward with plans to introduce a baht-pegged stablecoin as part of a push to support digital finance and innovation, says governor Vitai Ratanakorn.
Speaking at the "Capital with Purpose" conference hosted by efinanceThai, Mr Vitai said the central bank plans to hold a public hearing on the proposal by the end of the year and has outlined strict initial requirements for any stablecoin that would operate in the country.

The primary condition is the stablecoin must be fully backed on a 1:1 basis by Thai baht reserves.

In the first phase, the central bank intends to allow financial institutions to use such stablecoins for settlement purposes only, with additional use cases to be evaluated in subsequent phases.

The move reflects the bank's desire to balance technological advancement with financial stability and regulatory oversight as global interest in digital currencies grows, Mr Vitai said.

Addressing concerns about cross-border mobile payment services, he reiterated that personal QR code payments in Thailand must be conducted exclusively in baht.

Yuan-denominated transfers via personal QR codes on platforms such as Alipay and WeChat Pay are not permitted in the Thai market.

The central bank is coordinating with the operators of those platforms to review transactions and identify any non-compliance with Thai regulations, Mr Vitai noted.

The regulator has suspended roughly 5,000 accounts used for peer-to-peer yuan transfers via Alipay and WeChat Pay between February 2025 and May 2026.

Mr Vitai warned that regulated payment service providers are required to process transactions only in baht, and breaches could result in corrective measures, fines, suspensions, or even revocation of licences.

Regarding the proliferation of businesses offering foreign exchange trading (forex) services to retail customers, he said the central bank does not have a policy to grant licences for forex operations targeting speculative trading.

Mr Vitai noted that providing money transfer services to settle such transactions, whether domestic or foreign, could be violating Thailand's Exchange Control Act of 1942.

Violations are subject to penalties of up to 200,000 baht and up to three years in prison, or both, he said.

Individuals or entities that advertise or promote speculative foreign currency trading could face charges under the Emergency Decree on Fraudulent Borrowing of 1984. Penalties under the decree may include a prison term of 5-10 years, fines of 500,000 to 1 million baht, and daily fines of up to 10,000 baht for ongoing offences.

Mr Vitai said the regulator has a dual objective of fostering fintech innovation while maintaining control over currency flows and consumer protection as Thailand navigates the evolving digital payments landscape.
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																The leadership of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) has been plunged into legal hot water after a former Senate oversight committee member provided testimony alleging the NBTC chairman, Dr Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck, lacks the legal qualifications to hold office.
Gen Anantaporn Kanjanarat, former chairman of the Senate Committee on Information Communication Technology and Telecommunications (ICT), testified to the NBTC selection committee yesterday.

On June 19, Gen Anantaporn and eight former members of the Senate committee submitted a comprehensive fact-finding report about Dr Sarana's qualifications to the NBTC selection committee.

BREAKING THE LAW

Gen Anantaporn's testimony alleged Dr Sarana lacks the qualifications and meets conditions that violate the Frequency Allocation Act of 2010.

According to the report, Dr Sarana lacks qualifications under Section 7 (b)(12) and Section 20 (4) of the law. These provisions prohibit any individual who has served as a director, executive or consultant for a broadcasting or telecom entity within one year prior to their selection as NBTC commissioner from holding a seat on the commission.

A probe revealed that Ramathibodi Hospital at Mahidol University, where Dr Sarana previously held an executive post, holds an NBTC licence to operate the "Rama Channel" TV station.

Furthermore, the report alleged Dr Sarana violated Section 26, which mandates commissioners serve on a full-time basis.

Investigations determined after his appointment to the NBTC post, Dr Sarana allegedly continued to serve as an independent director for Bangkok Bank and maintained an active medical practice at both state and private hospitals.

Other allegations involve articles 8 and 18 of the law. Article 8 states commissioners must not be state officials, employees of state agencies or state enterprises, nor directors or advisors of state enterprises or state agencies.

In addition, they must not be self-employed in professions that lead to direct or indirect conflicts of interest with their duties at the NBTC.

According to Article 18, selected prospective commissioners must resign from the prohibited posts mentioned within 15 days after being selected by the Senate to serve as commissioners, which paves the way for royal appointment.

Failure to resign from the prohibited posts by the deadline means the Senate cannot confirm these candidates, according to the law.

The evidence indicates Dr Sarana remained a Mahidol University employee until April 12, 2022, one day before his royal appointment to the NBTC chairman post, noted the report.

Dr Sarana also failed to provide tangible evidence of his resignation or the cessation of his private professional practices within the legally prescribed time frame, the report stated.

To bolster its claims, the committee report cited Dr Sarana's personal income tax filings, which showed continuous income derived from medical services, independent professional practice, and private sector contracts after taking office at the NBTC through until 2023.

The NBTC selection committee said it is determining whether to initiate a new recruitment process.

Dr Sarana sent a letter to the selection committee objecting to its authority regarding his case.
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																Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has dismissed as "nonsense" allegations arising from a leaked audio clip purportedly linking the wife of the Interior Ministry's permanent secretary to a local government recruitment examination fraud.
He insisted investigations should be based on evidence rather than social media claims and vowed any proven corruption would be dealt with to the fullest extent of the law.

Mr Anutin, who also serves as interior minister, was asked on Friday about an audio clip circulated by the Facebook page CSI LA, which claimed the ministry's permanent secretary was connected to a scheme to rig recruitment examinations for local government officials. He described the allegations as "nonsense", saying the clip contained unverified claims and urging journalists to distinguish between substantiated facts and speculation.

"If we do not rely on facts, what else should we rely on?" he said, adding there was no reason to give credence to baseless claims.

"My policy is clear: wherever there is corruption, a lack of transparency or unfairness towards examination candidates, all those involved must be dealt with in accordance with the law," he said.

Mr Anutin said responsibility for the investigation rested with the police, the National Anti-Corruption Commission, the Anti-Money Laundering Office and the inquiry panel appointed by the ministry's permanent secretary. The ministry and the Department of Local Administration had already filed complaints with police.

Meanwhile, Interior Ministry permanent secretary Unsit Sampantharat denied allegations that his wife had any involvement in the examination fraud, adding that anyone could examine his family's background.

Separately, Crime Suppression Division investigators said the case stemmed from complaints by examination candidates after irregularities were uncovered in recruitment tests for local government posts last year.

More than 400,000 people applied for about 6,000 positions. Investigators believe about 9,000 candidates paid between 300,000 and 900,000 baht each to a network promising guaranteed appointments, generating illicit proceeds estimated at more than 4 billion baht.

Police said searches uncovered premises in Nonthaburi allegedly used to alter answer sheets. Officers seized documentary evidence and questioned 10 officials found at the property, which investigators said belonged to the director of the Strategy and Budget Division at Wichian Buri Municipality in Phetchabun. The official later resigned.

Investigators believe the network has operated for more than two years and are examining financial transactions dating to 2024. The leaked audio clip remains under investigation.
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																The Digital Economy and Society (DES) Ministry has stepped up efforts to combat illegal streaming and online gambling platforms during the World Cup, forging closer cooperation with rights holder Monomax to accelerate the removal of infringing content and illicit websites.
DES deputy minister Nan Boonthida Somchai met with Navamin Prasopnet, chief executive of Mono Next Plc, to discuss measures aimed at tackling websites and digital platforms involved in unauthorised broadcasts of World Cup matches, as well as online gambling operations that exploit the tournament's popularity.

The move reflects the government's broader campaign against cybercrime, intellectual property (IP) violations and illegal online betting, which authorities say tend to surge during major sporting events.

According to Ms Nan, the ministry's Illegal Website Monitoring Centre blocked 12,671 URLs linked to copyright infringement and online gambling between June 10-24.

Of the total, 4,496 URLs were blocked under court orders, while another 8,175 URLs were removed through cooperation with major social media platforms, including Facebook, Instagram, X and YouTube.

She said discussions with Mono Next, the rights holder for the World Cup 2026 broadcasts and English Premier League content in Thailand, focused on enhancing information sharing and operational coordination to enable faster detection and takedown of illegal platforms.

Under the proposed framework, the company plans to work with the ministry's monitoring centre by providing intelligence and evidence related to copyright violations, allowing authorities to expedite enforcement actions once illegal activities are identified.

Officials said stronger public-private collaboration will help reduce revenue losses associated with piracy, protect IP rights, and improve the effectiveness of measures against digital platforms operating outside the law.

Ms Nan said the government continues to monitor online activities around the clock and remains committed to integrating efforts with private sector stakeholders to strengthen enforcement against illegal websites.

"Closer cooperation will accelerate the takedown process and help prevent offences that affect individuals, businesses and the digital economy," she said.
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																The Election Commission (EC) says it is ready for Bangkok's gubernatorial and council elections on Sunday and expects voter turnout to top 70%.
Samphan Saengkhamlert, director of the Bangkok election office, said the EC and the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) have distributed election materials to all 50 district constituencies.

Ballots were delivered and officially stamped between June 17 and 19. The remaining task includes a final inspection and delivery of equipment to 6,628 polling stations across Bangkok in the early hours of election day.

A total of 72,908 election officials have completed training and polling rehearsals. Authorities have prepared contingency plans for possible rain, instructing district offices to set up secure tents and coordinate with the Department of Drainage and Sewerage in flood-prone areas. Electrical systems and equipment at polling stations have also been inspected.

Votes will be counted at polling stations after polls close, before they are sent to district offices and processed at City Hall.

Voter lists were announced 25 days in advance and distributed to households. Voters can check their polling stations via the Thang Rath mobile app, links on the Facebook pages of the EC's Bangkok office and the BMA's and the Department of Provincial Administration website. Maps showing routes to polling stations have also been prepared. Some polling stations have been relocated this year following a slight reduction in their number.

Mr Samphan urged voters to bring identification cards, avoid wearing clothing displaying candidate numbers, monitor weather conditions and plan their travel.

Turnout is expected to exceed the roughly 60% recorded in the previous Bangkok gubernatorial election. This time around, the BMA expects the turnout rate to hit at least 70%, among 4.4 million eligible voters.

Police meanwhile warn that businesses and members of the public must strictly comply with the election laws.

They said that offences, including vote-buying or damaging ballots, could lead to fines, imprisonment and loss of voting rights.
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																The royal pardon granted to former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra on the occasion of Her Majesty the Queen's birthday has formally closed a chapter in one of Thailand's most contentious political sagas.
Having already secured parole earlier this year, Thaksin was due to remain on probation until Sept 9, with obligations including monthly reporting to probation authorities. The pardon removes those remaining conditions and effectively brings his sentence to an end.

Legally, the 76-year-old former premier is now a free man. Politically, however, his newfound freedom has reignited a question that has shadowed Thai politics for nearly two decades: Can Thaksin truly stay away from power?

The issue is not merely whether he will return to politics in any formal capacity. The more pertinent question is whether he will continue to wield influence behind the scenes, shaping government decisions and party strategy while remaining outside official office.

For critics, the answer appears self-evident.

Following his return to Thailand in August 2023 after 15 years in self-imposed exile, Thaksin repeatedly insisted he wished to spend his remaining years with his family and had no desire to re-enter politics. Yet critics argue that events since his return suggest otherwise.

Much of the controversy surrounding Thaksin's return centred on the so-called "14th-floor saga" at Police General Hospital. Instead of serving time in a correctional facility after being sentenced for graft-related convictions, he was transferred to hospital on medical grounds and remained there throughout his imprisonment.

The arrangement fuelled accusations that he received preferential treatment unavailable to ordinary inmates and, more damningly, claims that he never spent a single night in prison.

The court ruled that his hospitalisation and the manner in which his sentence was enforced were unlawful and could not be counted as time served.

While investigations and legal disputes over the circumstances continue to reverberate through the political arena, opponents have consistently portrayed the episode as evidence that Thaksin remains a uniquely influential figure within the country's power structure. Those suspicions only deepened during the administration of his daughter, Paetongtarn Shinawatra.

Throughout her premiership, Thaksin frequently appeared in public, delivered speeches on economic policy and met business groups, diplomats and local political networks. Although he held no official government position, critics claimed he acted as an unofficial adviser whose influence extended far beyond that of an ordinary political elder.

Several key policy initiatives were viewed through this lens, according to critics. Whether involving economic stimulus measures, debt-relief programmes or broader development strategies, opponents often alleged that major decisions bore the imprint of Thaksin's thinking. Supporters countered that such claims were exaggerated and reflected his extensive experience rather than any direct control.

Nonetheless, perception often matters as much as reality in politics, an observer said.

The image of Thaksin as a political "back-seat driver" has long been embedded in Thailand's political discourse. Successive governments linked to the Shinawatra family have faced accusations that real authority resided not with elected office-holders but with the party patriarch himself. That perception has proved difficult to dispel, even when party leaders have publicly rejected the notion.

The latest reassurance has come from Pheu Thai leader Julapun Amornvivat, who insists that Thaksin will not interfere in the party's affairs, now that it is the second-largest party in the Bhumjaithai Party-led coalition government.

According to party figures, the former premier's legal liberation should not be interpreted as a prelude to renewed political activism. Yet scepticism remains widespread, the observer noted.

Part of the reason lies in Thaksin's unique position within politics. Few political figures have demonstrated comparable resilience.

Since being ousted in the 2006 coup, he has remained the central reference point around which much of the country's political conflict has revolved. Political parties have risen and fallen, governments have changed, and constitutions have been rewritten, yet Thaksin's influence has endured, the observer said.

His electoral legacy remains particularly significant. Many of the policy concepts associated with him -- including populist welfare initiatives, village funds and grassroots economic programmes -- continue to resonate with large segments of the electorate. Even opponents acknowledge his lasting impact on the country's political landscape.

That reality creates a dilemma for both supporters and critics.

For supporters, Thaksin remains a valuable strategic asset. His experience, political instincts and extensive network could help guide the party through increasingly complex challenges. Thailand faces sluggish economic growth, rising public expectations and shifting coalition dynamics. In such an environment, some within Pheu Thai may find it difficult to ignore advice from the party's most successful political strategist.

For critics, however, any visible role risks reinforcing concerns about democratic accountability. If unelected individuals are perceived to influence policy decisions through family connections, questions inevitably arise about transparency and responsibility.

The issue is not necessarily whether Thaksin offers advice, but whether that advice carries disproportionate weight because of his political stature and family ties, according to the observer. The broader political environment also deserves consideration.

Pheu Thai today faces a markedly different landscape from that which existed during Thaksin's previous periods of dominance. Coalition politics is more fragmented, younger voters have shown growing support for alternative political movements, and public expectations of governance have evolved considerably.

As a result, direct intervention by Thaksin may not yield the same political benefits it once did. In fact, excessive visibility could become a liability by reinforcing opposition narratives that Pheu Thai remains overly dependent on one family, the observer said.

Now free of all remaining legal restrictions, Thaksin faces a choice, the observer added. He can retreat into the role of respected political elder, offering occasional observations while allowing the next generation to lead. Or he can remain an active participant in shaping political outcomes from behind the scenes.

History suggests politics has never been far from Thaksin's interests. Yet the circumstances surrounding his freedom may also present an opportunity to redefine his legacy, according to the observer.

For now, the royal pardon has settled the legal question surrounding his sentence. The political question -- whether Thaksin can truly step away from the centre of power -- remains unanswered.
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People's Party MP Pawoot Pongvitayapanu is being urged to clearly explain payments totalling 28 million baht that appeared to originate from an illegal forex trading firm.



Spotlight falls on Pawoot

People's Party list-MP Pawoot Pongvitayapanu is one of the leading critics of the government's controversial TH-AI Passport project. However, scrutiny has now turned towards him.

A veteran of the e-commerce and information technology sectors, Mr Pawoot entered politics ahead of the Feb 8 general election and quickly established himself as one of the party's leading voices on technology and digital policy. Many expected him to be among the candidates for a cabinet post had the People's Party formed a government.

When the party came second in the general election and ended up in opposition again, he was named the party's shadow minister for digital economy and society.

Mr Pawoot was among the first to criticise the 1.6-billion-baht TH-AI Passport project, a scheme overseen by the Ministry of Digital Economy and Society and aimed at expanding public access to artificial intelligence tools.

He raised questions about the procurement process, pricing and overall design of the scheme, arguing that it risked benefiting large business interests while failing to deliver meaningful benefits to the public.

His criticism led to a heated exchange with Digital Economy and Society Minister Chaichanok Chidchob, secretary-general of the ruling Bhumjaithai Party and son of party patriarch Newin Chidchob.

However, the political spotlight shifted after the Department of Special Investigation (DSI) revealed information linking Mr Pawoot to an investigation into an alleged forex investment scam.

According to the DSI, investigators uncovered financial transactions worth 28 million baht linked to brokers involved in unauthorised foreign exchange trading. The agency said it was preparing to issue a summons to Mr Pawoot as part of its investigation.

On Wednesday, the DSI formally accepted the forex investment fraud case as a special investigation, citing extensive online solicitation and evidence of widespread financial losses.

In response, Mr Pawoot said on his Facebook account that he was prepared to provide evidence and cooperate with investigators.

The issue has attracted widespread attention, with questions growing louder following Mr Pawoot's apparent absence from parliamentary activities. Even the PP deputy leader, Sirikanya Tansakun, publicly called on him to explain the situation.

However, Ms Sirikanya herself came under criticism, with detractors arguing that she could have sought an explanation from Mr Pawoot directly through internal party channels rather than making a public appeal.

In his defence, Ms Sirikanya acknowledged that Mr Pawoot might need time to prepare documents and evidence for discussions with investigators, but said the public also deserved an explanation, provided it would not affect the legal process.

Ms Sirikanya also questioned why the DSI, after investigating the case for six months, had disclosed only the names of persons of interest without clarifying whether any charges were being considered. She said the timing of the disclosures could raise questions about possible political implications.

Not everyone agreed.

Thanaporn Sriyakul, director of the Political and Public Policy Analysis Institute, said the DSI would not publicly link an individual to a major criminal investigation without supporting information.

"Officials would not make such claims recklessly because they would have to take responsibility for them. There may be information that cannot yet be disclosed publicly as part of the investigation," he said.

Mr Thanaporn also claimed that several high-profile political figures were among those allegedly affected by the investment scheme and had been encouraged to file complaints.

He said that while no charges had been filed against Mr Pawoot, investigators were expected to question him about financial transactions involving 28 million baht that allegedly passed through his account.

According to Mr Thanaporn, the money was transferred in 14 transactions of two million baht each into Mr Pawoot's account before being transferred out again shortly afterwards.

"If the money came from gold trading, as Mr Pawoot explained, it would be unusual for the transfers to involve such consistent round figures," he said.

Mr Thanaporn said investigators would decide whether to file charges after reviewing Mr Pawoot's explanation and supporting evidence.

The analyst said the allegations are serious enough for his party to take action.

For years, the party has presented itself as an advocate of transparency, accountability and ethical standards in politics. It has repeatedly called on public officials facing serious allegations to step aside while investigations are under way.

He pointed to the case of Vorapak Tanyawong, who resigned as deputy finance minister in October last year after being accused of links to a scam network operating in Cambodia. He denied all allegations and said he had never been involved in fraud or illegal businesses.

Mr Thanaporn said the Pawoot case would test whether the People's Party was prepared to apply to one of its own members the same standards it has demanded of political opponents.

He urged Mr Pawoot to consider stepping down from parliament while seeking to clear his name.
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																BEIJING - An aircraft about  the size of a car crashed into Beijing's tallest building, the CITIC Tower,  on Friday, as police closed off roads around the skyscraper and stopped passersby from filming the scene.
The incident involved a domestically made Sunward SA 60L Aurora single-passenger sport plane, according to the South China Morning Post. The collision scattered debris across the central business district and prompted immediate evacuation of the 109-storey skyscraper.

The plane was reportedly registered to Shuangyue General Aviation, a regional flight training provider, the New York Times reported. The whereabouts and identity of the pilot were unknown.

Video taken from a nearby building by a witness showed fire trucks blasting water at smoke coming from the 528-metre tower.

People evacuated from the building gathered on the streets near the entrance, along with firetrucks, police cars and an ambulance. High above, bright lights occasionally flashed around a hole in the side of the building as repair work got under way.

The plane's tail section was seen on the ground, and a taxicab windshield appeared to have been shattered by fallen debris.

The building, also known as China Zun, is the headquarters of  the state-owned conglomerate [?]CITIC Group.

						
							
WATCH: Debris falls after small plane crashes into the CITIC Tower in Beijingpic.twitter.com/9VrphfsGQB

-- Gaurav (@k_gauravs) June 26, 2026

						

There was a heavy police presence at the site, with some approach roads closed to cars. Police prevented some people from taking pictures and asked others to delete those they had taken while ushering people away from the building.

Two glass panels on a high floor were damaged. There was no immediate official comment. Beijing's [?]municipal government did not immediately respond to a faxed request for comment from Reuters outside of business hours.

A courier whom Reuters spoke to near the building said he had rushed over to CITIC Tower around 6pm local time from a nearby location after  hearing a loud crash as a aircraft about the size of a car hit the building.

"It was so loud -- louder than fireworks,"  he said.

He said he had shot a video of the aircraft sticking out of the building, but later deleted it because he  was [?]scared of getting caught by police. (Story continues below)

[image: A man points a mobile phone at CITIC Tower, where damage is visible on a high floor of the exterior, in Beijing on June 26, 2026. (Photo: Reuters)  ]
A man points a mobile phone at CITIC Tower, where damage is visible on a high floor of the exterior, in Beijing on June 26, 2026. (Photo: Reuters)



Another courier whom Reuters spoke to said he had come to the scene after seeing [?]unverified social media images showing wreckage of a small aircraft on a road next to the building.

Social media posts of the building on Friday were quickly removed from Chinese social media. A [?]search of the building's name on the Xiaohongshu app returned only  posts dated Thursday.

Dozens of police cars and several fire trucks lined the roads around the building.

A police officer told Reuters journalists to depart from the scene. Asked why they had to leave, the police officer [?]said: "We all know why!"

[image: A closer look at the damaged exterior of CITIC Tower, which was struck by a single-passenger sport plane on Friday evening. (Photo: Reuters/Maxim Shemetov)]
A closer look at the damaged exterior of CITIC Tower, which was struck by a single-passenger sport plane on Friday evening. (Photo: Reuters/Maxim Shemetov)
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								Improvements are expected to enhance Thailand's competitiveness in a digital society
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																The Electronic Transactions Development Agency (ETDA) is drafting a new electronic transactions law to replace the 2001 edition, aiming to strengthen trust in these interactions, facilitate their use, and improve the confidence of participants.
These improvements are expected to enhance Thailand's competitiveness in a digital society, said the agency.

An online public hearing on the draft was held from May 12 to June 15. The new law is scheduled to come into force 180 days after publication in the Royal Gazette, according to the draft.

The new law does not apply to transactions that require people to show up in person in front of officials, or transactions where people have to express consent in person in front of officials, or transactions that are inappropriate as e-transactions.

Why is a new version of the law needed?

The current law on electronic transactions has been in force for more than 20 years. During that time, technology related to electronic transactions has developed rapidly, meaning portions of the statute are now outdated, noted ETDA.

Certain provisions now create limits or obstacles in enforcement, while others no longer reflect current practices in electronic transactions. This has affected public confidence in electronic transactions, said the agency.

In addition, the UN developed several new model laws to support electronic transactions in a wider range of contexts.

Khanit Phatong, an ETDA adviser, said although businesses have become familiar with e-commerce and the increasing use of electronic documents such as e-invoices, uncertainty remains over whether certain key documents can genuinely be converted into digital format.

"This is particularly the case for documents involving the transfer of ownership or rights through possession of an original document, such as bills of lading, negotiable instruments or cheques," she said.

Ploy Charoensom, assistant executive director of ETDA, said the most important issue for businesses is confidence that the electronic documents they use have genuine legal effect and can be used as evidence of rights, to transfer rights, and can be enforced in the same way as original paper documents.

Although Thai law recognises electronic contracts, electronic signatures and digital identity verification, it may not fully cover certain types of electronic documents, said Ms Ploy.

"These include bills of lading and other transferable instruments with specific characteristics involving possession and the transfer of rights," she said.

According to ETDA, the existing law does not sufficiently support the use of new technology by the public and businesses in conducting electronic transactions or providing related services because it requires compliance with rules set by the relevant authorities.

If those authorities have not yet issued relevant rules, or have not updated rules to cover new technologies, the law may become an obstacle to the use or provision of electronic methods, noted the agency.

Meanwhile, globalisation has led to more cross-border interactions, as large multinational companies providing electronic transaction services have effectively become standard-setters in practice.

If Thailand's electronic transactions law is not sufficiently flexible, it may be overlooked, or such companies may choose to limit their services in Thailand, noted ETDA.

Either outcome would be harmful to Thailand's image as an investment destination, said the agency.

How does the new law differ from the existing one?

The draft of the new law is based on consistency with international agreements and relevant model laws, though it introduces a different enforcement mechanism from the existing law.

The draft is designed to allow people to use new technologies for electronic transactions without having to wait for the relevant agencies to prescribe detailed rules first.

The draft also abolishes the licensing, registration and notification mechanisms on e-transaction service providers, replacing them with a trustmark mechanism. These providers include the issuers of certificates for PDF files, the providers of digital signature systems, and cloud providers.

The new law also sets the conditions for using each type of electronic method as a replacement for paper-based methods in transactions.

Once a person complies with those conditions, the electronic method has legal effect immediately, eliminating the need to wait for ETDA to issue detailed rules first.

The draft introduces provisions for electronic transferable records (ETRs) in line with the UN Commission on International Trade Law model law on ETRs. ETRs have certain special features that require specific legal recognition.

ETRs will play an important role in upgrading the country's trade and financial systems by helping to reduce reliance on paper documents, speeding up transactions and supporting data connectivity between agencies and trading partner countries, said ETDA.

The development of ETRs is based on three principles. The first is singularity, which ensures the authoritative version of a document can be clearly identified and duplicate claims can be prevented.

The second is control, which makes it possible to determine who has the right to possess the instrument at any given time.

The third is integrity, which allows the history of changes, endorsements, transfers of rights or additional information to be verified.

The draft also introduces a new regulatory mechanism for electronic transaction service providers, while abolishing the licensing, registration and notification systems, instead setting conditions with which service providers must comply.

Once a provider complies with those conditions, it is regarded as an electronic transaction service provider under the law.

What is ETDA doing to ensure successful implementation of the new law?

The agency is working with many sectors to support implementation, including a plan to provide a platform where businesses, service providers and technology developers involved in ETRs can seek advice and jointly learn about the development of ETR management systems.

ETDA is also collaborating with the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce's law faculty to develop a draft self-assessment checklist. The checklist is intended as a tool for service providers and system developers to assess whether their systems comply with legal requirements and international standards.

After the new law comes into force, the agency may develop or refine the checklist into a tool for system certification if there is demand from users.
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																Industry Minister Varawut Silpa-archa says he will look into delays in financial aid for sugar cane farmers joining the government's campaign to cut fresh cane and curb haze from burning.
Officials pledged to pay farmers 120 baht per tonne for harvested cane, rewarding those who switched from the labour-intensive traditional method.

"So far we have not received the money," said a farmer who participated in a rally at the ministry yesterday.

Farmer groups led by the Thailand Sugarcane Planters Federation staged a protest over delayed payments and voiced concern about the Cane and Sugar Board, which has excluded farmer representatives.

"I will forward these issues to Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul to seek solutions," Mr Varawut told farmers who submitted a petition letter to him.

He said the cabinet approved a budget of 477 million baht for the Industry Ministry on June 23. This budget will be allocated to farmers who have not yet received financial assistance, said Mr Varawut.

Farmers said shifting to fresh-cane cutting has reduced burning to just 3.8% of total harvests.

But with no money from the government, "many farmers feel they are being deceived," said the farmer.

The Cane and Sugar Board previously called for thorough surveys of areas where fresh cane was cut to verify farmers' eligibility for payments.

The Industry Ministry wants to reduce the amount of burned sugar cane to cut PM2.5 levels and avoid a negative impact on Thai sugar exports, resulting from global concerns over carbon dioxide emissions from cane burning.

PM2.5 particles, which measure less than 2.5 microns in diameter, can penetrate deep into the lungs and cause long-term health damage.

The farmer groups accused industry permanent secretary Nattapol Rangsitpol of failing to speed up a procedure to put their representatives on the Cane and Sugar Board, which consists of representatives from the government, farmers and sugar millers.
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																The Bank of Thailand is moving forward with plans to introduce a baht-pegged stablecoin as part of a push to support digital finance and innovation, says governor Vitai Ratanakorn.
Speaking at the "Capital with Purpose" conference hosted by efinanceThai, Mr Vitai said the central bank plans to hold a public hearing on the proposal by the end of the year and has outlined strict initial requirements for any stablecoin that would operate in the country.

The primary condition is the stablecoin must be fully backed on a 1:1 basis by Thai baht reserves.

In the first phase, the central bank intends to allow financial institutions to use such stablecoins for settlement purposes only, with additional use cases to be evaluated in subsequent phases.

The move reflects the bank's desire to balance technological advancement with financial stability and regulatory oversight as global interest in digital currencies grows, Mr Vitai said.

Addressing concerns about cross-border mobile payment services, he reiterated that personal QR code payments in Thailand must be conducted exclusively in baht.

Yuan-denominated transfers via personal QR codes on platforms such as Alipay and WeChat Pay are not permitted in the Thai market.

The central bank is coordinating with the operators of those platforms to review transactions and identify any non-compliance with Thai regulations, Mr Vitai noted.

The regulator has suspended roughly 5,000 accounts used for peer-to-peer yuan transfers via Alipay and WeChat Pay between February 2025 and May 2026.

Mr Vitai warned that regulated payment service providers are required to process transactions only in baht, and breaches could result in corrective measures, fines, suspensions, or even revocation of licences.

Regarding the proliferation of businesses offering foreign exchange trading (forex) services to retail customers, he said the central bank does not have a policy to grant licences for forex operations targeting speculative trading.

Mr Vitai noted that providing money transfer services to settle such transactions, whether domestic or foreign, could be violating Thailand's Exchange Control Act of 1942.

Violations are subject to penalties of up to 200,000 baht and up to three years in prison, or both, he said.

Individuals or entities that advertise or promote speculative foreign currency trading could face charges under the Emergency Decree on Fraudulent Borrowing of 1984. Penalties under the decree may include a prison term of 5-10 years, fines of 500,000 to 1 million baht, and daily fines of up to 10,000 baht for ongoing offences.

Mr Vitai said the regulator has a dual objective of fostering fintech innovation while maintaining control over currency flows and consumer protection as Thailand navigates the evolving digital payments landscape.
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																The leadership of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) has been plunged into legal hot water after a former Senate oversight committee member provided testimony alleging the NBTC chairman, Dr Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck, lacks the legal qualifications to hold office.
Gen Anantaporn Kanjanarat, former chairman of the Senate Committee on Information Communication Technology and Telecommunications (ICT), testified to the NBTC selection committee yesterday.

On June 19, Gen Anantaporn and eight former members of the Senate committee submitted a comprehensive fact-finding report about Dr Sarana's qualifications to the NBTC selection committee.

BREAKING THE LAW

Gen Anantaporn's testimony alleged Dr Sarana lacks the qualifications and meets conditions that violate the Frequency Allocation Act of 2010.

According to the report, Dr Sarana lacks qualifications under Section 7 (b)(12) and Section 20 (4) of the law. These provisions prohibit any individual who has served as a director, executive or consultant for a broadcasting or telecom entity within one year prior to their selection as NBTC commissioner from holding a seat on the commission.

A probe revealed that Ramathibodi Hospital at Mahidol University, where Dr Sarana previously held an executive post, holds an NBTC licence to operate the "Rama Channel" TV station.

Furthermore, the report alleged Dr Sarana violated Section 26, which mandates commissioners serve on a full-time basis.

Investigations determined after his appointment to the NBTC post, Dr Sarana allegedly continued to serve as an independent director for Bangkok Bank and maintained an active medical practice at both state and private hospitals.

Other allegations involve articles 8 and 18 of the law. Article 8 states commissioners must not be state officials, employees of state agencies or state enterprises, nor directors or advisors of state enterprises or state agencies.

In addition, they must not be self-employed in professions that lead to direct or indirect conflicts of interest with their duties at the NBTC.

According to Article 18, selected prospective commissioners must resign from the prohibited posts mentioned within 15 days after being selected by the Senate to serve as commissioners, which paves the way for royal appointment.

Failure to resign from the prohibited posts by the deadline means the Senate cannot confirm these candidates, according to the law.

The evidence indicates Dr Sarana remained a Mahidol University employee until April 12, 2022, one day before his royal appointment to the NBTC chairman post, noted the report.

Dr Sarana also failed to provide tangible evidence of his resignation or the cessation of his private professional practices within the legally prescribed time frame, the report stated.

To bolster its claims, the committee report cited Dr Sarana's personal income tax filings, which showed continuous income derived from medical services, independent professional practice, and private sector contracts after taking office at the NBTC through until 2023.

The NBTC selection committee said it is determining whether to initiate a new recruitment process.

Dr Sarana sent a letter to the selection committee objecting to its authority regarding his case.
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																The Digital Economy and Society (DES) Ministry has stepped up efforts to combat illegal streaming and online gambling platforms during the World Cup, forging closer cooperation with rights holder Monomax to accelerate the removal of infringing content and illicit websites.
DES deputy minister Nan Boonthida Somchai met with Navamin Prasopnet, chief executive of Mono Next Plc, to discuss measures aimed at tackling websites and digital platforms involved in unauthorised broadcasts of World Cup matches, as well as online gambling operations that exploit the tournament's popularity.

The move reflects the government's broader campaign against cybercrime, intellectual property (IP) violations and illegal online betting, which authorities say tend to surge during major sporting events.

According to Ms Nan, the ministry's Illegal Website Monitoring Centre blocked 12,671 URLs linked to copyright infringement and online gambling between June 10-24.

Of the total, 4,496 URLs were blocked under court orders, while another 8,175 URLs were removed through cooperation with major social media platforms, including Facebook, Instagram, X and YouTube.

She said discussions with Mono Next, the rights holder for the World Cup 2026 broadcasts and English Premier League content in Thailand, focused on enhancing information sharing and operational coordination to enable faster detection and takedown of illegal platforms.

Under the proposed framework, the company plans to work with the ministry's monitoring centre by providing intelligence and evidence related to copyright violations, allowing authorities to expedite enforcement actions once illegal activities are identified.

Officials said stronger public-private collaboration will help reduce revenue losses associated with piracy, protect IP rights, and improve the effectiveness of measures against digital platforms operating outside the law.

Ms Nan said the government continues to monitor online activities around the clock and remains committed to integrating efforts with private sector stakeholders to strengthen enforcement against illegal websites.

"Closer cooperation will accelerate the takedown process and help prevent offences that affect individuals, businesses and the digital economy," she said.
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																Global markets received a lift this month from the US-Iran ceasefire and pledges to reopen the Strait of Hormuz, resulting in a gradual pick-up in vessel movements and a drop in oil prices to pre-war lows.
The majority of Federal Reserve policymakers foresee one rate increase by year-end, compared with previous forecasts for rate cuts. The market anticipates the first move at the September meeting.

For alternative assets, we believe gold will outperform oil for the remainder of the year, as the Bloomberg consensus targets an average year-end gold price of $4,800 per ounce.

The VN-Index has risen 40.6% over the past year, settling around 1,863 points on June 25 after hitting an all-time high of 1,937 in May. FTSE Russell confirmed in April Vietnam would be upgraded from frontier to secondary emerging market status from Sept 21, with inclusion in the FTSE global indices phased through 2027.

Meanwhile, the Jakarta index has fallen over 28% this year with foreign investors pulling out $3.8 billion since January, making it one of the worst-performing indices.

For Thailand, we forecast a year-end SET index target of 1,550, or 16 times price/earnings (PE), implying a more balanced risk-reward profile from current levels. Valuations are no longer compelling, with the earnings yield gap narrowing to 3.9%, below its 10-year average of 4.4%. Recent earnings per share (EPS) upgrades have been driven largely by volatile energy and petrochemical earnings linked to the Iran conflict. As geopolitical tensions ease, we see a risk of earnings estimates normalising lower in the second half of 2026 and into 2027.

TOP PICKS

We re-rated industrial estate, construction and telecom stocks, with key catalysts priced in. We recommend tourism, healthcare, consumer finance and utilities -- sectors that have corrected by more than 10% since the conflict began despite earnings downgrades of 0-4%, leaving valuations attractive. Our top picks:

AOT (target price 66 baht): Rising short-haul and transit traffic, with transit passenger service charge (PSC) monetisation a key catalyst for fiscal 2028.

BA (target price 23 baht): The most resilient airline, supported by 5% year-on-year growth in Samui bookings. Higher PSC and a buyback from BAREIT provide additional upside, while the stock trades at only 10.6 times PE.

ERW (target price 3.60 baht): Chinese arrivals support Bangkok hotels, while European tourists continue to favour Pattaya. Near-term catalysts include 5% growth in room revenue and HOP Inn expansion.

BH (target price 215 baht): Recovery in Middle East patients, which account for 23% of revenue, supports a 5% average annual growth rate, versus the sector average of 2%.

CHG (target price 1.75 baht): Our preferred play in light of a potential Social Security reimbursement rate hike, trading at a discount to BCH at 15 times PE.

TIDLOR (target price 25 baht): The hire-purchase firm is supported by 15% EPS growth, lower credit costs and a 4.2% buyback yield.

GPSC (target price 50 baht): Potential upside from PTT Group small power producer acquisitions and progress on an energy recovery unit co-generation project remain undervalued by the market.
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																Tourism operators expect the domestic market will be flat or contract from last year unless the government launches an effective stimulus scheme to increase low-season trips, as Thai household income generation weakened last year.
Several institutions reported Thailand's average household income declined last year, while those with lower income relied on financial assistance, reflecting the vulnerability of household financial status.

Udom Srimahachota, vice-president of the Thai Hotels Association (THA), said domestic tourism in Hua Hin is worse than last year, especially among weekend visitors. This trend worries tourism operators as spending power is hampered by the energy crisis and the Middle East conflict, although this situation is expected to gradually ease after the US-Iran ceasefire.

Mr Udom said Thai tourists remain cautious in spending for travel, reducing their trips this year. He said this frugality could continue for 2-3 years, as there is no sign of a significant economic recovery or growth.

The property market remains sluggish, while households report increased expenses with unchanged or reduced income, noted Mr Udom.

The tourism and sports minister said earlier the government plans to roll out a new phase of the domestic co-payment scheme in the fourth quarter, with a 3-billion-baht budget to offer 1 million privileges.

The THA urges the government to accelerate the launch of this scheme to the low season to help absorb costs for travellers and ease the impact on operators of fewer foreign arrivals, said Mr Udom.

July and August have public holidays, while there are school breaks in October, which can encourage people to plan trips. Hotels often have limited vacancies for Thai tourists in the fourth quarter, while prices are higher than in the low season as operators can gain higher yields from foreigners.

Surawat Akaraworamat, advisor for the Association of Domestic Travel (ADT), said domestic travel is expected to remain unchanged this year as people lack confidence about when the economy will recover.

According to the Tourism and Sports Ministry, Thailand recorded 120 million domestic trips in the first five months of 2026, up 1.9% year-on-year, generating 488 billion baht.

Mr Surawat said those with sufficient budgets are opting for overseas travel, which offers new attractions and promotional prices, and can sometimes be a comparable price to domestic trips.

Thailand's supply side also lacks upgrades, making it less attractive to Thai tourists, while lesser-known destinations are not sufficiently promoted, he noted.

"How much domestic tourism can grow will depend on the government's stimulus and marketing plans," said Mr Surawat. "The government should help promote new products, such as rail tourism or tourism on army properties, which have potential but are unknown among tourists."

The ADT hopes the government will include a subsidy for tour packages in the scheme, offering more options for travellers and alleviating the burden on tour operators, he said.
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																RECAP: Asian shares pulled back yesterday after a stellar quarter, as hefty price hikes by Apple revealed the downside of booming chip demand and depressed tech shares, while the threat of Japanese intervention kept the yen from hitting 40-year lows.
The Thai index consolidated as sentiment was capped by rising uncertainties in the Strait of Hormuz and concerns over a potentially more hawkish Fed as US economic data remain strong.

The SET index moved in a range of 1,536.37 and 1,580.86 points this week, before closing yesterday at 1,542.34, down 1.9% from the previous week, with daily turnover averaging 73.9 billion baht.

Retail investors were net buyers of 10.99 billion baht, followed by institutional investors at 1.65 billion. Foreign investors were net sellers of 11.52 billion baht, followed by brokerage firms at 1.09 billion.

NEWSMAKERS: An Evergreen Marine cargo ship was hit by an unknown object off Oman but then safely departed the Strait of Hormuz, the Taiwanese company said on Friday. But the incident forced the pause of an operation to evacuate thousands of seafarers on vessels that have been stranded in the Persian Gulf.

Oil tanker operators have nearly doubled the hire cost of vessels going through the Strait of Hormuz on rising demand as traffic through the waterway slowly picks up, according to ship brokers.

As part of the US-Iran peace agreement, Washington has granted a 60-day temporary waiver allowing Iran to sell oil in the global market without sanctions, valid until Aug 21.

US personal consumption expenditure (PCE), the Federal Reserve's favoured inflation gauge, topped 4% in May for the first time in three years, keeping an interest rate hike later this year on the table.

Traders are pricing in three rate hikes from the Fed this year, compared with bets of one before last week's meeting. The CME FedWatch Tool indicates a 68% chance of a move in September, up from 29% last week.

[image: ]

US GDP rose at an upwardly revised 2.1% annualised rate in the first quarter, up from an earlier estimate of 1.6%, the Commerce Department said.

Gold dropped below $4,000 an ounce on Wednesday for the first time since November on expectations of higher US interest rates. Bullion has entered bear market territory, falling more than 20% from its all-time high near $5,600 reached in late January.

Apple raised iPad and MacBook prices, blaming the soaring cost of chips amid the AI industry's data centre buildout. The increases, which brought the MacBook Neo's starting price to $699 from $599, does not affect Apple's main cash cow, the iPhone.

The US dollar reached a 13-month high on Wednesday, as investors sought shelter from a tech stock selloff and prepared for more Fed rate increases.

The pound rose to a 10-month high against the euro on Wednesday as UK markets focused on who might become finance minister under Andy Burnham, the likely successor to Keir Starmer as prime minister.

The People's Bank of China kept both its 1-year and 5-year loan prime rates unchanged at 3.0% and 3.5%, respectively, in line with market expectations.

The US manufacturing purchasing managers' index (PMI) improved more than expected to 55.7 in June, from 55.1 previously. Services PMI also beat expectations, rising to 51.3 from 50.7 in April.

The S&P Global Flash Eurozone Composite PMI eased to 49.5 in June from 48.5 in May, as a modest recovery in tourism demand failed to fully offset a sustained fall in new business.

IBM says it has successfully developed the world's first sub-1 nanometre chip technology, the world's smallest chip, with mass production expected within five years.

[image: ]

Alibaba, the Chinese technology and e-commerce giant, has sued the US government after being placed on a list of businesses from China that Washington linked to China's military.

OpenAI is leaning toward holding off its initial public offering until next year, instead of the fourth quarter of this year, sources said, raising questions about the outlook for the ChatGPT maker.

SK Hynix, the world's second-largest memory chipmaker, plans to raise up to $29 billion in the US via an American Depositary Receipt Listing (ADR) listing to broaden its investor base and ramp up production capacity.

The Chinese AI firm DeepSeek plans to at least double the number of staff in all departments as part of its AI push, according to a recruitment notice published on social media.

The index provider MSCI kept South Korea classified as an "emerging market" in its most recent review, while extending its assessment of Indonesia's status until November. The latter could be downgraded to "frontier" status if reforms do not pick up, MSCI said.

Asian bonds drew their strongest monthly foreign inflows in three months in May, as resilient regional economic activity boosted demand for debt securities. Foreigners bought a net $5.61 billion of local bonds in South Korea, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and India, data from local regulators and markets showed.

The Bank of Thailand's Monetary Policy Committee on Wednesday voted unanimously on Wednesday to maintain the policy interest rate at 1%, as widely expected. It lifted its 2026 GDP growth forecast from 2.0% to 2.3% but cut the 2027 forecast to 1.8% from 2% due to a higher base effect.

The baht slipped to its weakest level this year, breaking through the 33-baht mark against the dollar on Tuesday as investors increasingly wager on higher US interest rates before year-end.

Thailand has set an ambitious goal of escaping the middle-income trap and attaining high-income status within the next 12 years, under targets announced by the Joint Public-Private Consultative Committee.

Residential construction permits nationwide fell 50.2% year-on-year to an estimated 27,870 units in the first quarter of 2026, reflecting a sharp slowdown in housing supply, according to the Real Estate Information Center (REIC).

The government has formally launched the Thailand Fast Pass initiative, with eight agencies signing an MoU to reduce business approval timelines by 20-50%, targeting 700 billion baht in investment inflows, or 3.5% to 4% of GDP.

Thailand's exports for 2026 could still grow 8% year-on-year, after rising 10.6% to $34.3 billion in May, the Trade Policy and Strategy Office said on Thursday. For the first five months, overseas shipments increased by 17% to $162 billion.

The Constitutional Court has confirmed it will issue its ruling on the legality of the government's 400-billion-baht emergency borrowing decree on July 9.
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The Thai Chamber of Commerce and Thai Frozen Foods Association have begun buying shrimp directly from farmers to mitigate the effects of Malaysia's suspension of Thai shrimp imports over concerns about chemicals.

The cabinet has approved a common-ticket mass transit measure, with a planned start data of Jan 1, 2027, under which all rail lines will charge fares between 17 and 45 baht with a single entry fee.

The Ministry of Transport is advancing its light rail concession buyback plan, with the MRTA identified as the sole operator to manage the joint fare system. The 200 billion baht cost would be borne by a new Thailand Transport Fund, with completion by 2028.

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas has ordered a review of the country's data centre strategy over concerns that water and electricity demand could impact the public, proposing that data centres co-invest in utilities and secure direct power purchase agreements.

Foreign tourist arrivals rose 4.4% to 508,133 for the week ending June 19, driven by Chinese and Taiwanese travellers ahead of the Dragon Boat Festival and expansion in long-haul markets, the Ministry of Tourism and Sports said.

Three dominant foreign e-commerce players in Thailand earned combined revenue of 172 billion baht in 2025, with all posting gains despite the challenging economy. Shopee remained the market leader, with TikTok Shop moving up to second in revenue, ahead of Lazada.

The Department of Business Development is investigating three food delivery apps to determine whether they comply with Thai laws. Feixiang, Gokoo and E-Gets reportedly receive orders exclusively from Chinese customers in Thailand.

SingTel has sold a 2.8% stake in SET-listed Gulf Development for about S$140 million, the group said on Tuesday. After the deal, SingTel will still hold a 4.95% stake in Gulf, valued at an estimated S$1.8 billion.

Thai Airways International has added the first of four new Boeing 787-9 aircraft to its fleet, aiming to enhance operational efficiency, strengthen long-haul services and accommodate growing demand.

COMING UP: On Monday, Spain releases inflation data. On Tuesday, Japan reports industrial output, China announces manufacturing and composite PMI, the UK reports GDP and Germany releases inflation and unemployment data. In the US, investors will watch job openings, Chicago PMI and consumer confidence. On Wednesday, Japan releases the Tankan survey of business expectations and the UK releases manufacturing PMI. On Thursday, the US releases non-farm payrolls, unemployment and average hourly earnings. On Friday, the UK and China report services PMI.

STOCKS TO WATCH: InnovestX Securities expects improved market sentiment next week as easing geopolitical tensions and lower oil prices reduce inflation concerns. However, expectations of 2-3 Fed rate hikes and quarter-end portfolio rebalancing could keep Thai equities volatile. Top picks: PR9, WHA, and IVL.

Asia Plus Securities recommends high-yield stocks (KTB, BBL, BLA), defensive plays (BH, BDMS, GULF, ADVANC, TRUE), and El Nino beneficiaries (KSL, KTIS, EASTW, TTW, IVL, PTTEP), as higher interest rate expectations and inflation risks support defensive positioning.

TECHNICAL VIEW: Krungsri Securities sees support at 1,530 points and resistance at 1,570. InnovestX Securities sees support at 1,510 and resistance at 1,575.
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																A government committee studying the Land Bridge megaproject has identified its commercial viability as a critical issue, according to Danucha Pichayanan, secretary-general of the National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC).
"We need to determine whether the project is feasible from a commercial perspective. If it is, we can then consider the appropriate scale of development," he said on Friday after a meeting chaired by Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas.

Mr Danucha serves as the secretary to the panel tasked with examining approaches to driving the development of transport infrastructure linking the Gulf of Thailand and the Andaman Sea.

Expected to require an investment of close to one trillion baht, the project envisages upgraded ports in Ranong on the Andaman side and Chumphon province on the Gulf, linked by a road and rail transport network. Supporters believe it will attract shippers seeking alternatives to sailing around Singapore via the congested Strait of Malacca.

The committee is scheduled to hold its final meeting in August before submitting its conclusions to Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, in line with the government's 90-day review timeframe, said Mr Danucha.

Discussing the potential time savings compared with shipping via the Strait of Malacca, he said the Office of Transport and Traffic Policy and Planning would use data on average cargo transshipment times at the Singapore port to calculate how much time vessels could save by using the Land Bridge.

Geopolitical risks

Mr Danucha acknowledged that geopolitical risks remained an ongoing concern and could weigh on international trade and cargo transport in the coming years.

"We need to assess the risks to Thailand, both if the project is implemented and if it is not," he said. "This is one of the key issues being examined by the project feasibility subcommittee, which I chair. We are evaluating how globalisation and geopolitical conflicts could affect Thailand."

The committee has established three subcommittees to conduct detailed studies covering different aspects of the project: feasibility, environmental impacts, and public communications aimed at improving public understanding of the scheme.

Mr Danucha stressed that environmental impacts must be kept to a minimum while weighing the project's overall costs and benefits.

Among the key environmental concerns are sediment and dust generated by dredging operations, particularly on the Ranong side, and the potential loss of forest areas and natural resources.

"All aspects will be thoroughly examined and we will make an objective assessment of what is feasible, what is not, and what adjustments are needed, so that all parties can accept the outcome," Mr Danucha said.
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																BERLIN -- Volkswagen CEO Oliver Blume aims  to cut up to 100,000 jobs from the current workforce worldwide over the next few years and discontinue production at four of the group's German plants, Manager Magazin reported on Friday.
The magazine also said  Blume intends to [?]reduce investment by around 15% to just over EU130 billion (US$148 billion) over the next five years.

A Volkswagen spokesperson said the company would not comment on confidential documents. "The relevant facts of the matter will be discussed and approved by the relevant bodies. We will not pre-empt this process," he [?]said in an emailed statement.

"The entire group, including its brands and subsidiaries, must undergo far-reaching change," the spokesperson said.

Manager Magazin said Blume and the group's CFO, Arno Antlitz, aim to completely restructure the company, citing sources.

Volkswagen's namesake  core VW brand and the parts-manufacturing plants would be spun off from the current group structure and incorporated into  separate entities, the report said.

Over the medium term, VW is planning to close its production facilities in Hanover, Zwickau and  Emden [?]as well as a plant of sister brand Audi in Neckarsulm, all located in Germany, the magazine [?]said, with production to be discontinued once the models currently manufactured there are phased out.

Blume previously has vowed to ramp up cost-cutting on top of 50,000 job [?]cuts under way, with under-used plants in Germany under  the spotlight despite a 2024 deal with unions guaranteeing no plant closures this decade.

Volkswagen, like its German and European peers, is under pressure from tariffs, Chinese competition and the [?]costly shift to electric vehicles (EVs).
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																The latest scandal involving recruitment examinations for local government positions is yet another reminder that corruption remains deeply entrenched in Thai society. Worse still, the methods used by those behind such schemes have become increasingly sophisticated.
During recent raids, authorities seized answer sheets, computers and electronic devices allegedly used to manipulate examination scores in favour of candidates who had paid bribes. Reports suggest the network demanded between 350,000 baht for general positions and as much as 800,000 baht for highly sought-after posts.

The case recalls a string of major examination fraud scandals over the past two decades involving the recruitment of teachers, district officials, tambon officers and police. Some remain before the courts, while others have taken years to conclude.

The latest case at the Department of Local Administration (DLA) should not be viewed simply as a recruitment scam. It represents the first step in a much deeper cycle of corruption.

The salaries offered by local government positions are only a fraction of the bribes allegedly paid to secure them. Candidates who spend hundreds of thousands of baht to obtain a government job inevitably face pressure to recover that investment. The risk is that corruption simply continues throughout their careers, whether through bribery, kickbacks or abuse of office.

A fraudulent recruitment system ultimately produces a bureaucracy staffed by people who entered public service through dishonest means. In that sense, the DLA scandal is not an isolated incident but part of a long-running cycle of corruption.

Major examination scandals have surfaced almost every decade, although the methods have evolved. Earlier schemes relied on leaked examination papers, impersonators or altered answer sheets. More recently, fraudsters have exploited technology, using hidden earpieces, electronic receivers and computerised score manipulation to help candidates pass.

One of the largest scandals involved the selection of district officers for a training programme in 2009. The National Anti-Corruption Commission found that 122 officials, ranging from the director-general of the Department of Provincial Administration to examination officers and candidates, had participated in the scheme.

Court proceedings lasted more than a decade before the Criminal Court sentenced the former department chief to three years in prison, while the department secretary and 103 candidates received suspended two-year jail terms. Numerous officials were dismissed, although many later won appeals in the Administrative Court.

Another major scandal involved teacher recruitment examinations in 2003. Investigators found that candidates paid between 300,000 and 400,000 baht for leaked examination questions and answers distributed through a network involving tutorial schools. Electronic devices were also used to facilitate cheating.

Officials from the Office of the Basic Education Commission, regional education offices, examination organisers and tutorial schools were implicated. Hundreds of examination results were annulled, teachers were dismissed, and several people were imprisoned.

Soon afterwards, another recruitment scam emerged involving 31 tambon administration organisations in Maha Sarakham. Candidates allegedly paid brokers between 500,000 and 600,000 baht to have their scores manipulated. More than a decade later, parts of the case are still before the courts.

One of the most damaging scandals involved police recruitment examinations in 2023, further eroding public confidence in law enforcement.

Provincial Police Region 9 uncovered irregularities in examinations for non-commissioned officers, leading to more than 100 examination results being invalidated. Investigators later expanded the probe to commissioned officer examinations, identifying 73 officers allegedly involved.

Seventeen suspects, including brokers and coordinators, were arrested. The Royal Thai Police annulled examination results and launched both criminal and disciplinary proceedings. The case has yet to be concluded.

The public is now watching closely as investigations into the DLA scandal continue, with the National Anti-Corruption Commission also examining the case.

The scale of the operation suggests careful planning and coordination. Authorities must determine not only who carried out the fraud but also whether it has occurred before and whether senior officials were involved. The examination organiser, Srinakharinwirot University, should fully cooperate with investigators and clarify any issues relating to its role in administering the examination.

The government under Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul must ensure the investigation reaches everyone responsible, regardless of rank. Public confidence will only be restored if those truly responsible are held accountable and no scapegoats are created.

Chairith Yonpiam is assistant news editor, Bangkok Post.
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																Recent exam fraud uncovered in a local administration recruitment process is not unprecedented. Exam fraud is not new to Thai society. The latest case is simply more technically advanced and better organised, suggesting the continued evolution of fraud and bribery in state recruitment processes.
Past tactics involved individual applicants hiring others to sit exams on their behalf or altering answer sheets. Later, electronic devices such as hidden earpieces were used. Regardless of the method, their persistence and evolution remind us that existing checks and balances, or even campaigns to eradicate corruption in public offices, are not enough to deter these fraudsters.

The latest scandal related to the Department of Local Administration's recruitment exams shows that fraud has now evolved into a well-organised network. According to the police and the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC), certain private tutors and others have reportedly promised guaranteed exam success for fees of 350,000 to 800,000 baht, depending on the position.

Earlier this week, a joint raid by the Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) of the Royal Thai Police and the NACC arrested 10 state officials at a private office building in Nonthaburi province. These officials are alleged to have input data to manipulate test results for more than 2,000 applicants.

The onus falls on Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, who also serves as interior minister. He needs to ensure the investigation process is impartial and credible, and that it targets not only small fish.

Currently, Mr Anutin has yet to inspire that trust. The probe into this scandal has yet to reveal the composition of the investigation team, its framework, or its timeline. Mr Anutin's initial order to pause all DLA job placement processes on July 1 was reversed just a day later by the central committee for local government officials.

The committee has promised to re-examine about 480,000 local government recruitment exam papers to identify genuine cheaters and remove them. It also says it will involve media and neutral bodies to oversee the re-examination. While the process sounds convincing, the bigger question remains -- how long will it take?

This controversial exam fraud has also led to a wave of accusations, ranging from innuendo to outright disinformation. Social media platforms are flooded with sensational yet unverified audio clips accusing senior Interior Ministry officials of involvement in bribery. Mr Anutin must ensure that any internal probe into high-ranking officials in the ministry is transparent and fair.

It is worrying that Mr Anutin does not exude the level of impartiality needed. Yesterday, he dismissed the audio clips targeting executives at the Interior Ministry as "nonsense" and suggested the media should "ask better questions".

Make no mistake, those unverified audio clips do require proper fact-checking. However, the minister's premature reaction does not help the investigation process. As prime minister and interior minister, Mr Anutin should avoid either dismissing or endorsing claims while investigations have yet to begin.

As the scandal emerged earlier this week, Mr Anutin pledged to root out wrongdoers. He referred to unscrupulous officials as "poisonous fruits" that will be removed and "chopped and mashed" into paste.

Society places hope in the prime minister's promise to eliminate corrupt actors. To achieve that, he must first inspire trust through his own conduct.
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																In the global fight against climate change, there has been no shortage of targets and commitments. But people ultimately judge progress by what they experience in their daily lives. And nowhere is the impact of climate action more tangible than in the world's cities.
Mayors understand that the same measures that reduce greenhouse-gas (GHG) emissions and strengthen climate resilience also improve people's daily lives. Energy-efficient homes lower families' bills. Increased access to renewables reduces dependence on imported fossil fuels and vulnerability to oil and gas price spikes.

Better public transport and safer cycling infrastructure give people more affordable and healthier ways to move around their communities. Trees and green spaces improve air quality, cool neighbourhoods, and make cities more pleasant places to live.

But climate action is also about protecting people from the already tangible effects of a warming planet. Heat waves, floods, droughts, and extreme-weather events are becoming more frequent and intense. Cities and their residents are increasingly on the front line of these challenges. That is why confronting climate change requires pursuing adaptation alongside mitigation.

Around the world, local leaders are adapting schools, hospitals, nursing homes, and public spaces to protect citizens from excessive heat and other climate risks. Shading systems, green roofs, and natural cooling solutions can significantly enhance cities' resilience to rising temperatures, with children, older people, and other vulnerable residents often benefiting the most.

A combination of adaptation measures and energy efficiency can save lives, improve well-being, and reduce energy costs. These green investments also attract talent, innovation, and private investment, making climate action an economic opportunity.

Mayors have been putting these principles into practice for years. As a result, GHG emissions have fallen in many of the world's largest cities, even as their populations have continued to grow. Moreover, cities of all sizes and regions are working together to accelerate the progress they have made individually.

Over the past decade, the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy (GCoM) has grown into an alliance of more than 14,000 cities and local governments across 150 countries, representing over one billion people. Many member cities have adopted climate goals that are more ambitious than their national governments' -- and are on track to achieve them more quickly.

Yet cities could move faster and go further with increased support. Specifically, they have a pressing need for technical expertise and access to finance. Many local authorities still lack the resources required to identify, develop, and implement climate projects at the necessary scale.

Partnerships can help address these needs. The City Climate Finance Gap Fund, supported by GCoM and the World Bank, is already assisting cities in developing projects that can attract investment and deliver tangible benefits for their populations. Over the past few years, it has supported more than 1,400 cities in turning climate ambition into practical action.

Now, GCoM, C40 (a network of the world's biggest cities committed to addressing climate change), and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development are building on that work with a new partnership to help cities scale up climate projects through technical and financial assistance. This initiative will focus largely on regions where the gap between ambition and available resources is widest.

National governments increasingly recognise the power of cities to drive progress on climate change. While promising, it should be only the beginning. Mayors and city leaders understand better than anyone that the most successful climate policies are those that people can see and feel in their everyday lives: cleaner air, safer streets, lower energy bills, healthier homes, and better protection against extreme weather.

With the right support, cities can continue to protect people, strengthen resilience, and create the conditions for sustainable growth. Most importantly, cities can play a powerful leadership role by showing the world that climate action is not a burden, but an opportunity to build better lives and more vibrant communities for all. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Michael R Bloomberg, Founder of Bloomberg L.P. and Bloomberg Philanthropies and a former mayor of New York City (2002-13), is the UN Secretary-General's Special Envoy on Climate Ambition and Solutions and Co-Chair of the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy. Teresa Ribera is Executive Vice-President of the European Commission for a Clean, Just, and Competitive Transition and Co-Chair of the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy.
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																The Department of Special Investigation's (DSI) move to quickly link opposition People's Party (PP) MP Pawoot Pongvitayapanu to a financial trail in the illegal forex trading controversy has triggered public suspicions.
The unusual and abrupt timing of its report appears to be a counterattack against those who challenged the Digital Economy and Society Ministry's TH-AI Passport scheme, including Mr Pawoot.

It seems evident that the way the DSI is handling the case is questionable.

The agency, while insisting that Mr Pawoot was not a suspect, highlighted his name, as if to suggest that he was on a list, while keeping the real suspects' identities confidential.

To support its allegation, the agency said there were dubious transactions totalling 28 million baht from the firm in question to the MP's accounts a few years ago.

Shortly after, a video clip allegedly showing Mr Pawoot discussing trading with the QSR firm and the benefits he gained was circulated online.

As forex trading is illegal in Thailand, with the Bank of Thailand not issuing licences to any retail brokers, the clip could land the MP in serious legal trouble.

The immediate effect of the report, which discredits the opposition MP, could be perceived as shifting public attention from the 1.6-billion-baht TH-AI Passport scheme.

The DSI denied allegations of foul play in the move, saying it is not politically motivated.

Instead, the agency said it has followed the case for six months and that the release was just a coincidence. For those who criticise the government and its public policies, the DSI's move could be perceived as legal harassment.

On Wednesday, the agency said it had formally accepted the forex investment fraud case as a special investigation under the Computer Crime Act 2007 and Mr Pawoot, together with some other figures, is summoned to meet investigators on July 2.

The DSI's case caused a commotion in the PP.

Mr Pawoot posted on his Facebook page yesterday, explaining that he has disappeared from the public eye because he needs time to compile supporting documents from banks and other financial institutions to clear his name.

As the public watches the case proceed with suspicion, it should not be forgotten that the DSI's enthusiasm in this case appears to be in sharp contrast to other cases it has handled, ie, senate poll misconduct, Khao Kradong land grab, illegal pork import, petrol oil hoarding, to name but a few. And that is a disappointment.

This doesn't mean that the MP should not be scrutinised, as long as the procedure is fair, transparent and free of political bias.

The DSI must prove that it can handle the case professionally, calling a spade a spade, to maintain public trust and confidence.

Anything less than that and the agency will have to face the public and risk being perceived as a political weapon.
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																To see how Thailand is really doing, one needs to be outside the country. On a recent work trip to Hanoi, I found it inescapable that Thailand continues to fall behind even as its leaders pretend otherwise. Given the last two decades of political instability and prolonged economic doldrums, this trend is not surprising. Vietnam is moving ahead, while Thailand is beset by border and security issues left and right and is stuck internally, still trying to draft a new constitution amid declining economic growth.
Among Southeast Asian economies, Vietnam clearly has been the most impressive. Its economy is firing on all cylinders since I was last there a year ago. English proficiency is more widespread. Younger demographics appear energetic and enthusiastic, with an evident hunger for growth and development. In the think-tank space, Hanoi organised the third edition of the Asean Future Forum, which included in-person attendance by the government heads of Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, and Timor-Leste, not to mention a United States deputy secretary of state and a United Nations undersecretary, while leaders of other Asian countries joined online.

Vietnam has a long-term plan to expand its economy aggressively to reach upper-middle-income status by 2030 and a high-income developed economy by 2045. If its economic growth continues at 7-10% per year, in just three years, Vietnam's economic size will surpass that of Thailand, which has been growing at 3% a year. In Hanoi at the AFF, Vietnamese leaders, from Prime Minister Le Minh Hung to President To Lam, joined the proceedings and related activities with visible confidence that their economy and society are on the right track despite external challenges faced by all countries.

Moving forward, Vietnam and Singapore now lead Asean, as Indonesia and Thailand used to. Under President Prabowo Subianto, Indonesia appears to have lost its way. Its economy is severely challenged by the threat of state-led centralisation and potentially incipient nationalisation. Thailand, on the other hand, has been politically unstable for two decades, punctuated by street protests, military coups and judicial interventions, depressing growth trajectory for the foreseeable term. Vietnam has the size and a plan to lead the Southeast Asian bloc, whereas Singapore, as a small island-state, punches above its weight and provides a principled stewardship on regional issues, such as Myanmar's illegitimate military dominance.

Less sanguine is the Thai-Cambodian border conflict. As Thailand has revoked a 2001 bilateral Memorandum of Understanding, Cambodia has used this as justification to bring the Overlapping Claims Area (OCA) dispute to a Compulsory Conciliation body under the U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea. The Thai revocation of the 2001 MOU partly stems from nationalist sentiments at home, which the Bhumjaithai Party-led coalition government under Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul campaigned on during the recent national election.

That the Thai-Cambodian conflict has come under UNCLOS provisions and drawn-out legal process over the next two years will be a thorn in Asean's side. Border tensions between the two sides are still raw, and renewed clashes cannot be ruled out despite a fragile peace accord and ceasefire agreement. However, as Cambodia chairs the Francophonie summit in November, Phnom Penh may not want instability and violence to spoil attendance, while Thailand's relative political stability after the Feb 8 election might make the Anutin government feel secure enough to lower nationalist temperatures in the country.

Myanmar has been another major sticking point. After the faux elections last December and January, Myanmar's military-backed government appears to have post-poll momentum, boosted by general-cum-civilian Min Aung Hlaing's recent five-day visit with Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Delhi. Less than two weeks later, Min Aung Hlaing received a big stamp of legitimacy when he visited President Xi Jinping in Beijing. To regain ground in the continuing civil war, Myanmar's resistance coalition will have to give external supporters, such as the European Union, Japan, and about half of Asean member states, something to work with if they are to hold out on recognising Min Aung Hlaing's post-election government.

The resistance coalition needs a dramatic turnaround, perhaps a drone campaign to retake some ground and shift perceptions. Battlefield dynamics will determine political directions in Myanmar. In this mix, the National Unity Government (NUG) leadership appears in need of a complete overhaul, although there is a lack of consensus on who could lead with the stature and visibility of Aung San Suu Kyi, who was arrested after the Feb 2021 coup and reportedly released to house arrest after the polls.

Against the backdrop of China's backing for Myanmar, there is also the issue of Min Zin, the founder and executive director of the Institute for Strategy and Policy, a regional think-tank focused on Myanmar and based in Chiang Mai. An American citizen, he was detained on 3 June after arriving at Kunming airport for a conference. China's Foreign Ministry has confirmed his "criminal detention on suspicion of espionage and endangering China's national security".

As Min Zin is well known and respected among regional think tanks, his abrupt detention does not reflect well on Chinese officialdom. However, the detention is perceived as a signal from China to the regional think-tank circuit that Myanmar dissidents and anti-(Myanmar) regime proponents in the neighbourhood outside Myanmar now have to exercise more caution and impose more self-censorship.

The Chinese detention of Min Zin further underscores Beijing's support for Min Aung Hlaing as well as the broader China-Myanmar relationship and all that goes with it, from a deep-sea port in the south and a gas pipeline crisscrossing the country to rare-earth mines in northern Kachin state.

Overall, Min Aung Hlaing is now likely to build more and seize momentum on three fronts. First, he wants to regain Myanmar's head-of-government seat at the Asean-centred summits later this year and to reclaim Myanmar's seat at the UN, now occupied by the National League for Democracy-led government's appointee Ambassador Kyaw Moe Tun. In the medium term, he will want to retake Myanmar's rotational turn as Asean chair, perhaps after Timor Leste's in 2029, following Singapore's in 2027 and Thailand's in 2028.
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																Earlier this month, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) released its latest regional report showing another year of record-breaking increases in drug seizures made by countries in Southeast and East Asia, particularly of methamphetamine and ketamine -- both synthetic drugs produced and trafficked regionally for the past two decades.
While increased seizures may indicate successes in efforts to reduce the size of drug markets, the fact that retail prices have dropped in Myanmar, Thailand and Indonesia suggests that the availability of synthetic drugs is greater than ever before. This has been reaffirmed in the UNODC World Drug Report 2026, released earlier this week to mark World Drug Day today.

Increased drug seizures have overwhelmingly focused on ramping up law enforcement operations and scaling up levels of punishment, with the hope that this punitive approach would deter people from engaging with the illegal drug trade.

Singapore, Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand and Malaysia impose death penalty sentences for trafficking. Although the Philippines abolished the death penalty, under the former president Rodrigo Duterte's anti-drugs campaign, 8,663 people were killed in extra-judicial executions according to official reports (the UN's human rights office believes the actual number could be well over 20,000), for which he is facing charges of crimes against humanity in the International Criminal Court.

Throughout the region, over half of each country's prison population is made up of people charged with drug offences. Thailand has the world's second-highest rate of female incarceration -- over 60% for drug offences, and Indonesia, followed closely by the Philippines, has seen the world's fastest growth in female incarceration -- again, primarily for drug offences.

Even health responses such as drug treatment and rehabilitation are framed within punitive structures, where people are ordered into programmes that last for months or years, some of which are run by police or military forces. As reported by international and national human rights bodies, many drug rehabilitation facilities in the region are sites of torture, forced labour and other acts of violence. The immense stigma associated with the criminalisation of drug use and possession of drugs, in even small quantities, strips away the dignity of individuals and makes it untenable for them to seek help for drug-related concerns if they ever need it.

The devastating numbers of lives lost or irreparably damaged by drug policies in the region illustrate the heavy costs that are borne by people, in addition to the vast amounts of resources wasted, as governments pursue the illusion of becoming "drug-free". At the recent Asean summit in the Philippines in May, governments reaffirmed their commitment to a "drug-free" region without any acknowledgement of the huge costs incurred or their clear failure to achieve any progress towards their stated goals for over two decades.

To make any progress in responding to the rapidly growing drug market, the region's policymakers must acknowledge realities and face the facts: heavily investing in drug prohibition and harsh punishment has failed, expanding the illicit drug market by every indicator (eg: new types of drugs available, retail prices, levels of use and harms caused), and escalating the negative impacts on the health, well-being and human rights of people.

The role of government leaders and policymakers is to develop policy responses based on scientific evidence and lessons learned, taking account of the lived experiences of people directly impacted by existing policies, in a transparent and accountable manner that ultimately aims to improve the health and welfare of their people.

Indeed, this is the overarching objective of the three international drug control treaties; however, all efforts to advance the "health and welfare" of humankind must not violate international human rights obligations and standards. An increasing number of UN agencies and human rights experts are moving in this direction, promoting a range of reforms, from harm reduction to decriminalisation and the responsible regulation of drugs, as a more effective and rights-centred approach to drug policy.

The fact is that drug policies have to change. And some countries have already taken steps to do so, acknowledging the need to address some of the negative impacts, such as overcrowded prisons, particularly in Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia. But tinkering with minor reforms is not enough. Bigger steps are needed, namely ending the criminalisation of drug use, and related actions, including possession for personal use and of drug use equipment. In line with recommendations from UN drugs, health and human rights authorities, over 30 countries around the world have decriminalised the use of drugs, and Thailand has already done so for cannabis and kratom.

Today, communities around the world are calling on their governments to support, not punish, people who use drugs. It is well past time for governments in Southeast Asia to show that they care much more about the lives and well-being of their people than chasing the increasingly unrealistic and damaging illusion of a "drug-free" Asean.

Gloria Lai is Regional Director: Asia, International Drug Policy Consortium.
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									Markets hear Greenspan echo as Fed goes quiet								

															

																As the world marks the passing of former Federal Reserve Chair Alan Greenspan, who died on Monday aged 100, it's almost fitting that the US central bank is entering a period of "less is more" when it comes to communications -- something the "maestro" himself would have approved of.
Greenspan said many things during his 19-year tenure as Fed chair, but one remark to lawmakers in 1987 resonated more than most: "If I seem unduly clear to you, you must have misunderstood what I said."

New chair Kevin Warsh has made it unduly clear that he wants to steer the Fed away from its post-Global Financial Crisis path of forward guidance, "dot plots" and running commentary on the economy, moving back to the more opaque messaging of the Greenspan era.

While having 19 Fed officials make regular public appearances was always prone to creating too much noise and mixed signals, veering too far the other way risks creating a communications void. And voids tend to be filled with speculation, uncertainty, and, for markets, volatility.

It's therefore perhaps unsurprising that investors right now have as little visibility about Fed policy in the coming months as they have had at any point in the two decades since Greenspan stepped down.

The Warsh Fed will be very different from those presided over by Ben Bernanke, Janet Yellen, and Jerome Powell, as last week's policy statement and Mr Warsh's first press conference indicated.

UBS's Jonathan Pingle warns that market participants should brace for a "communications vacuum" and figure out for themselves what information and signals from the central bank they should prioritise. "With less information provided, more care might be needed," he and his team wrote on Monday. "That may produce some trial and error."

That's already playing out. Analysts and investors are struggling to get a sense of what Mr Warsh's lodestar is, a scramble reflected by a remarkable divergence in Fed rate calls between two of Wall Street's biggest banks.

Economists at Bank of America on Monday said they now expect three 25-basis-point interest rate hikes this year. Previously, they had said the Fed would stand pat this year and ease twice in the second half of next year.

Meanwhile, economists at Citi, among the most dovish on the Street, are standing by their long-held call for the Fed to cut rates three times, although last week they pushed their timeline back by a month. They now predict 75 basis points of easing by January next year, as opposed to December this year.

The contrast between the two is remarkable: their respective views on Fed policy over the next six months or so diverge by a whopping 150 basis points. That would be a significant chasm over a 12- or 18-month horizon, let alone a six-month one.

This divergence is understandable, however, given the mixed signals in today's economic data and the removal of forward guidance.

Those arguing for tighter policy make the simple point that inflation is too high. It has been above the Fed's 2% target for five years and is fast approaching 4%. The cost of money must rise to push inflation back to target.

The Fed's statement, staff projections and Mr Warsh's press conference also tipped the balance for BofA's team, with all three indicating that the Fed's reaction function is likely to be more hawkish than it was under Mr Powell's stewardship.

Meanwhile, Citi's economists insist the labour market is more important. It will notably weaken in the coming months, stoke disinflation, and pave the way for rate cuts. The only reason they pushed back the timing of these cuts is that they now believe it will take longer for Fed officials to reach that consensus.

Differing views are what make a market, right? And forcing investors to focus on analysing economic data -- not "Fedspeak" -- may be exactly what Mr Warsh wants.

But the transition for a generation of investors raised on a surfeit of Fed communication will be bumpy. Pricing assets, especially the front end of the Treasury market, may become a particularly fraught endeavour.

While Greenspan's "misunderstood" quote from 1987 is one of his most enduring, it's worth remembering that it was said semi-jokingly. He frequently lauded Fed transparency, which he said improved market functioning and enhanced the central bank's credibility.

"Openness is an obligation of a central bank in a free and democratic society," he said in 2001.

Mr Warsh's view is that openness went too far, demanding a dramatic correction. We'll soon find out if he is right. Reuters

Jamie McGeever is a columnist for Reuters.
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																The recent arrest of individuals accused of manipulating local government recruitment exams, resulting in damages exceeding 4.5 billion baht, has sent shockwaves throughout Thailand.
This case highlights how deeply rooted corruption can permeate Thai society and its bureaucratic system. It raises critical questions: How can we trust public services? How can society, including graduates eager to serve their country, have faith in the public sector recruitment system?

Earlier this week, the cheating scandal led to the abrupt transfer of Teeruth Supawiboonpol, the director-general of the Department of Local Administration (DLA), to an inactive position. This action followed the arrest of a group of suspects -- mostly government officials -- in Nonthaburi on Monday.

During the raid, investigators apprehended 10 local officials accused of manipulating the exam data of 3,000 candidates. The altered scores were allegedly sent back to the agencies responsible for organising the exams.

The raid was prompted by a tip-off from the National Anti-Corruption Commission. Complaints were filed with authorities, accompanied by audio recordings and documents reportedly showing that certain private tutors and others had promised guaranteed exam success for fees ranging from 350,000 to 800,000 baht, depending on the desired position.

The exams in question were part of the 2025 recruitment drive for local administrative staff, overseen by the DLA, which proposed 6,669 positions across 87 categories. The testing occurred in December of that year.

While this scandal may be just one instance, it begs the question of how we can be assured that recruitment exams across various ministries and departments in the past were indeed fair and transparent. This has become one of the most pressing concerns for the Thai public.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's government must seize this moment as an opportunity to reform the civil service examination system. Officials must take decisive action to eradicate corruption, establish clear frameworks for anti-fraud measures and enforce stricter safeguards to ensure transparency and fairness in the recruitment process.

It is truly shameful that such a scandal has emerged within the civil service system. The recruitment process should select individuals of integrity, competence and moral character to serve the public. Yet, before the system can fulfil this purpose, there are already those who betray it, entering the civil service only to exploit it for personal gain. In this reality, who can the Thai people turn to for hope?

I sympathise deeply with those candidates who worked tirelessly, studied hard and passed the civil service exams fairly. At the same time, I feel disheartened and saddened by those who resorted to corruption and deceit to secure government positions. This matter will require time for a thorough investigation, especially after the PM ordered a detailed review to nullify and revoke the appointments of those who entered dishonestly while pursuing criminal charges against all involved.

The exam fraud scandal also reveals significant systemic flaws in Thailand's recruitment process: weak electronic exam security, lack of independent oversight, entrenched patronage networks and insufficient accountability mechanisms. These vulnerabilities allowed scores to be altered digitally and bribes to be exchanged for government positions.

The Interior Ministry has already formed a special committee to investigate irregularities in the recruitment process, pledging to complete the inquiry within seven days. The committee is headed by Deputy Permanent Secretary Santithorn Yimlamai.

All eyes are now on this investigative panel, as the nation awaits the findings of their inquiry. People are eager to discover who was involved in the corruption -- whether individuals, government officials or even politicians or staff from Srinakharinwirot University, which was contracted to manage the exam.

If anyone is found guilty in this corruption scandal, they must face both disciplinary and criminal consequences. Civil servants who secured their positions through fraudulent means should be required to return all salaries and benefits received from the government, along with any applicable fines.

Moreover, these individuals should be permanently banned from taking civil service exams again, regardless of the agency or department. The government must establish a rigorous system to detect attempts to evade scrutiny, such as changing names or surnames, to prevent re-entry. Only through such measures can true good governance be instilled within Thailand's civil service system.
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																Reports that authorities have shifted the energy costs for public streetlights onto consumers are shocking.
Our household electricity bills have long been subject to irregularities and constant debate. Consumers already bear costs such as the Ft (fuel tariff) -- a financial burden arising from government procurement of excess power from producers.

Yet the fact that consumers may have already been paying for public streetlights is unacceptable.

What is even more alarming is that Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and various ministers on the National Energy Policy Council (NEPC) appear unaware of this cost shifting.

The issue came to light this month when Energy Minister Akanat Promphan reviewed the electricity bill structure and found the energy costs of streetlights operated by some state agencies, such as the Highways Department, had been passed on to consumers through monthly electricity bills.

While consumers -- and the prime minister, and Mr Akanat -- have been kept in the dark, state enterprises such as the Provincial Electricity Authority (PEA) and Metropolitan Electricity Authority (MEA) have long been aware of it.

PEA Governor Mongkol Treekijjanon has confirmed these costs have been embedded in electricity bills for more than a decade.

State bodies and provincial and local administrations already receive annual budgets and local tax revenue to cover these expenses. If they cannot, the MEA and PEA -- which are known for their efficiency and strictness in collecting debts from household consumers -- should instead recover overdue electricity charges from state agencies and government bodies, rather than passing the cost on to consumers.

These state enterprises did not shift the burden themselves. Energy policymakers and previous governments allowed it to happen without informing the public. This cost shifting is another example of the secrecy and inequality underlying how electricity tariffs and policies are formulated.

Most policy proposals, including electricity tariff structures, are designed by energy technocrats at the Ministry of Energy, with limited consumer engagement.

Let us examine how energy policy is made.

Energy policies are proposed by the Energy Ministry and decided by the NEPC -- a committee chaired by the prime minister and various ministers.

However, energy regulations, concessions, and even electricity pricing decisions are overseen by the Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC) and the Energy Ministry. Most ERC members are selected through a process that, in practice, draws heavily from Energy Ministry officials or senior figures in the energy sector and state enterprises. There is no truly independent regulatory body overseeing the country's energy sector.

It is good news that Mr Anutin has ordered an investigation into this cost shifting. First and foremost, the government must end the practice. The probe should not stop there -- it must also determine how these decisions were made and how much consumers have paid. Above all, the government must establish how compensation will be provided.

At the policy level, the latest streetlight scandal should serve as a wake-up call for reform of the ERC, making it more transparent and subject to public scrutiny.
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																This article is intended to rebuke the Bank of Thailand (BoT) and those who believe Thailand's trade deficits are "transitory" and will return to a surplus once oil prices fall back to normal levels.
This article is intended to rebuke the Bank of Thailand (BoT) and those who believe Thailand's trade deficits are "transitory" and will return to a surplus once oil prices fall back to normal levels.

Thailand used to take pride in its successful export economy. Over the past 20 years, there was not a single year in which the country recorded a trade deficit, even during the Russia-Ukraine war. Although the trade surplus was halved to $13.5 billion in 2022, it remained at an admirable level. At the peak of the oil price spike to $115 (3,839 baht) a barrel in June that year, Thailand's trade balance briefly slipped into deficit for a couple of months at $1.3 billion per month before returning to a strong surplus, indicating the country's solid export base.

Contrary to the central bank's belief, however, a rebound to a trade surplus in 2026 (and beyond) is highly unlikely due to an eroding export base. Oil prices account for only 40% of the deficit problem, yet receive 100% of the blame.

The trade deficit in April 2026 was $6.8 billion, the worst in 20 years. An observant economist such as myself would immediately question the figure. How could an oil price of $101 per barrel -- roughly the same level as in April 2022 -- have caused a historic trade deficit, particularly when the trade balance in the same month in 2022 showed a surplus of $386 million?

My suspicions led me to investigate the matter. I had previously estimated that rising oil prices of around $100 per barrel would lead to a trade deficit of $1-2 billion per month. There must therefore be other factors hidden within the $6.8-billion deficit figure.

After a careful examination of the sources of the deficit, I found 41% was driven by higher fuel import costs, 28% by increased imports from China, and 26% by higher imports from Taiwan. The first factor -- rising oil prices -- may be transitory, as the BoT has suggested. However, the other two factors are likely to be more structural. The evidence is presented in the attached table below.

[image: ]

Before explaining the essence of the table, has any reader noticed the significant drop in export growth in February? Can anyone guess the reason? The answer is Chinese New Year. When Chinese populations, both in mainland China and Taiwan, are on holiday, the Thai economy effectively slows as well, as though it is an extension of theirs. There was no comparable drop in export activity in April, as China does not observe Songkran holidays.

The unflattering implication is that Thailand has little control over its export sector and, by extension, its economic destiny. It may therefore be prudent to introduce Chinese language courses as a mandatory part of the school curriculum.

Incidentally, readers searching for trade balance data online -- particularly on Trading Economics -- will find that Thailand's April 2026 trade deficit was reported at $10.2 billion (even more concerning). This is not incorrect, as the data is drawn from the Ministry of Commerce, which uses a different accounting method.

The $6.8-billion figure is based on the Bank of Thailand's methodology, which follows IMF guidelines. The BoT does not include shipping and insurance costs in import figures under the trade account, instead recording them under the services account.

Returning to the essence of the table, it highlights two alarming issues. The BoT and the government may not be alarmed, but as a Thai citizen, I am.

The first is "transfer pricing" involving Taiwan, as shown in the final row of the table. It is notable that Taiwan, a much smaller economy than China, records a trade imbalance with Thailand second only to China. Moreover, the shift from an average monthly deficit of $1.7 billion a year ago to $4.9 billion in April 2026 is striking.

This unusually large deficit with Taiwan would not occur without transfer pricing practices. Taiwanese firms may sell intermediate goods for assembly in Thailand at prices higher than the export price of the finished products shipped onward to end markets.

For example, integrated circuits from Taiwan may be exported to Thailand for assembly at $100 per set. After assembly in Thailand, the finished product -- which should, in theory, be exported at $110 to reflect a $10 assembly cost -- is instead exported to the United States at $80, because US customers will not pay more. In this case, Thailand pays Taiwan $100 for intermediate goods but receives only $80 from the US for the finished product.

The incentive behind such practices is to boost the profitability of the parent company in Taiwan, thereby potentially supporting its stock valuation. This is not a new phenomenon. According to a study by the Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI), similar transfer pricing practices have been observed in durian exports. Chinese intermediaries reportedly purchase durians from Thai farmers at 100 baht per kilogramme and then export them to parent companies in China at 60 baht per kilogramme.

I am not concerned with stock price manipulation. The real question for Thailand is: what benefits does it derive from exporting other countries' products? The table shows that the more Thailand exports, the larger the trade deficit becomes. The best month for the trade balance is February, when exports are at their lowest.

The second alarming issue highlighted by the table is the "China shock". Owing to excess supply in China, Chinese producers are dumping goods into global markets, including Thailand. Compared with the average monthly deficit in 2025, Thailand's trade deficit with China in 2026 has increased by 35%. One only has to consider the local industries being displaced by cheap Chinese imports.

Thailand should stop deceiving itself with export-growth illusions. The top-line export figures are meaningless; the bottom line of the trade deficit is what truly matters.

As for the familiar argument that trade deficits arise from imports of new machinery, I would simply note that these are "their" machines, designed specifically to produce "their" products, which may later become obsolete.

A simple comparison of the size of the trade deficit against increases in GDP investment would suggest that this argument is not particularly convincing.
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        Guru's daily horoscope for June 27
        The day of the week you were born on can reveal a lot... Read on.

      

      
        That Vodou that you do
        Brass bands have featured in World Beat many times over the years, most recently The Klezmer Brass Allstars created by Frank London (of The Klezmatics band).

      

      
        The language of rope
        In a dimly lit room, a rigger binds a model with knots and ties. Blindfolded and suspended in mid-air, the body is a language of its own. A tapestry of signs -- breathing, facial expressions and intricate patterns -- is a medium of communication.

      

      
        The ballot you  didn't study for
        By the time most Bangkok voters reach the polling booth on June 28, they will have a clear opinion about the governor race and almost no opinion at all about the fifty seats up for grabs on the Bangkok Metropolitan Council. This is not a failure of civic character so much as a predictable outcome of how the city has been taught to pay attention. The governor's face is on every BTS pillar and...

      

      
        From second chances to lasting change
        Piak* had never received a single visit. His parents were migrant rubber tappers who had relocated to a remote plantation so deep that there was no mobile signal and it was so far that travel was simply beyond their means. Their son, Piak, a teenager in a juvenile rehabilitation centre, waited.

      

      
        A triumphant evening of Romantic masterpieces
        Under the Royal Patronage of Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya, the Royal Bangkok Symphony Orchestra (RBSO) presented two masterpieces of the Romantic repertoire recently at Chulalongkorn University Auditorium.

      

      
        Guru's Weekly Buzz: June 26-July 2
        Guru By Bangkok Post's weekly pick of the most exciting products, activities, food and travel to indulge in.&nbsp;

      

      
        'Supergirl' sets out to save her dog, and herself
        As a second instalment of the&nbsp;DC Universe (DCU), 'Supergirl' (2026) sets a different tone in&nbsp;James Gunn's cinematic universe. It follows Supergirl in her quest to save her dog while becoming her best self.

      

      
        Your horoscope for June 26 - July 2
        Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.

      

      
        Japan sales of robot puppy 'aibo' discontinued
        TOKYO - Sony is halting sales of its robotic puppy "aibo" in Japan, the company said, eight years after the latest model of its interactive android pet became an instant hit.
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									Guru's daily horoscope for June 27

									Let's check out today's vibe
								

									The day of the week you were born on can reveal a lot... Read on.
									= today's motto,[?] = work, [?] = money, [?] = taken, [?] = single

SUNDAY

Don't rush things. Double-check everything. 

[?]You want to be the first to finish but you can also be the first to make mistakes. Don't accept a task before you look into it in detail first.  

[?] Don't buy things online because they are in low stock. They may arrive looking nothing like in the pictures or in the wrong size.  

[?]Ask your partner for their thoughts before you make a decision that affects you both. 

[?] Don't give your heart away to the first person who shows romantic interest in you. They may be a hit-and-run type.

MONDAY

Stand on your ground amid opposing views. 

[?]Meetings can be tense with heated words exchanged. You should remain calm and listen to everyone. You can disagree with them respectfully.  

[?] Someone may try to sell you a money-saving plan or encourage you to plan something expensive. Don't listen to them.  

[?]Couples and spouses disagree on money and time management. Listen to each other to reach a happy medium. 

[?] Friends may encourage you to go out with someone you're not into. Only you know who's right for you.   

TUESDAY

Use your creativity the right way and opportunities will come to you from all directions.

[?]Those whose jobs deal with ideation, design and writing will catch the attention of the right people. Don't keep good ideas in your head.  

[?] Your special skills can generate extra income. Someone may offer you a freelance job because they have already seen what you can do.

[?]Revisit an activity you haven't done in a while. Get out of the same old routine to reenergise your relationship. 

[?] Trying new activities comes with the chance of meeting new people. Go out more. 

WEDNESDAY

Success is within reach even without any outside help. 

[?]A project you've been working on for months concludes with great success. Let a shower of praise and recognition wash over you. 

[?] Your financial discipline pays off as the numbers in your accounts continue to rise. Get that big-ticket item to celebrate this milestone.  

[?]Your relationship feels stable and secure. You two should have a small celebration for what you've been through together so far.  

[?] You're busy falling for leading men that you have no eyes for someone else right now. A little fantasy doesn't hurt anybody.  

THURSDAY

Trust your intuition. Problems can be your opportunities. 

[?]Don't panic when problems suddenly erupt. Listen to your gut feeling for what you should do next. You may come out of this a hero. 

[?] You have too many bills coming up. Seek a new income source that is not widely known yet. It can help you in the long run. 

[?]If you sense something wrong in your relationship, ask your partner if they feel the same. Their answer may surprise you. 

[?] You know who's a player and who isn't. If you sense red flags, it's better to move on.  

FRIDAY 

Loneliness isn't scary. It's time to look inwards. 

[?]If you have to fix problems by yourself or don't get any help as you hoped for, it's the universe's way to show that you can do it all by yourself. 

[?] If your spending is getting too high, cut down on socialising and attending parties. Staying in may inspire you to look into your own spending habits. 

[?]Conflicting schedules result in less QT to spend together. No worries. Little time apart and some distance make you two appreciate each other more. 

[?] Ask yourself what kind of relationship you really want. Have you gotten over your ex? Clear your mind before you try to find love.

SATURDAY

Don't let anything or anyone live in your head rent-free.

[?]If you're on the outs with a colleague, try to let bygones be bygones. The main priority should be to achieve common goals. 

[?] If you regret buying something, it'll cost you even more every time you think about it. Let it go. Let it go.  

[?]An opportunity to reconcile with your partner over petty arguments is on the cards. You both will feel lighter afterwards.  

[?] If your ex was an a**hole, try to forgive and forget. This isn't for their sake; it's for yours. Clear your mind to make space for new romantic possibilities.
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									That Vodou that you do

									From Ouidah To Another World by The Gangbe Brass Band from Benin is highly recommended
								

									Brass bands have featured in World Beat many times over the years, most recently The Klezmer Brass Allstars created by Frank London (of The Klezmatics band).
									Brass bands were an important conduit for the introduction of Western music to Asia. Here in Thailand, it was used not only for military marching and drills but also to advertise and accompany silent films in the early 20th century. It was in brass bands that Thai musicians learned to play Western tunes.

New Orleans' brass bands, as we all know, are one of the key elements in the development of jazz music, and my favourite of all the current brass bands in the "Big Easy", would have to be The Dirty Dozen Brass Band, which I saw perform in Bangkok many years ago.

But there is another brass band that is pretty unique, The Gangbe Brass Band from Benin. This six-to-10-member ensemble has spent the past 30 years travelling the globe to thrill music fans with their all action blend of traditional Vodou music with US jazz and big band, Afrobeat and funk. The band's unusual instrumentation includes brass (trumpet, trombone, sax and sousaphone) and West African percussion.

I saw the band at their Asian debut at the then Miri Jazz Festival in Sarawak, Borneo, in the 2000s (now renamed the Borneo Jazz Festival, one of the longest running jazz festivals in Asia). They were spectacularly good.

The band has released a number of albums since their debut Gangbe in 1998. I really like Wendo from 2004 and the tracks they did with New York's wonderful blues outfit Hazmat Modine on the latter's 2011 Cicada album (lookout for the two bands' tribute to Afrobeat on the Fela track).

The band recently released From Ouidah To Another World on the Salt'N'Ginger music label.

Ouidah was one of the major hubs for transporting slaves from West and Central Africa to the Americas, and is the spiritual home of Vodou religion (the root of the word Voodoo).

Gangbe use the traditional rhythms of the religion in their music (with the blessing of spiritual leaders). The story of being enslaved and sent to "another world" is beautifully captured in the track Complainte Pour En Deporte; elsewhere, the standout tracks on an album full of great tunes are the funk and sax-driven Pani Pwoblem and the Afrobeat workout C'est Ma Vie.

[image: That Vodou that you do]

The two collaborations on the album feature a beautiful gospel song, Ouidah Spritual with jazz guitarist Lionel Loueke, and the final storming track Aye, with Benin's most famous singer Angelique Kidjo. Highly recommended.

Saxophonist and composer Girma Woldemichael was one of the most loved saxophonists of the golden era of Ethio-Jazz from Ethiopia. Like his illustrious compatriots, the father of Ethio-Jazz Mulatu Astatke, and Hailu Mergia, he was a key player in the "Swinging Addis" era during the 60s and early 70s. He followed both stars overseas in 1991, moving to Canada and working as a taxi driver (which Mergia also did for many years).

His "dreamy" sax sound can be heard on many of the hits of that era from big singing stars like Mahmoud Ahmed.

From his base in Toronto, Girma has supported such Ethiopian stars as Aster Aweke and has released several albums, including his latest, Nagqote (My Longing) which as he explains in the liner notes features songs from his youth and songs "that trace life's milestones".

I really liked my first listen to this album, it is so calming and reflective. Highly recommended.

The South African pianist and composer Abdullah Ibrahim (born Adolph Johannes Brand) has died at the age of 91. He was widely regarded as one of the great jazz pianists of the mid-21st century, especially known for his long-form jazz "concerto" Mannenburg which he recorded first in 1974 and which became an anti-apartheid anthem.

Born in Cape Town, he made his professional debut at 15 and was able to play local genres like marabi and mbaqanga; he was a key creator in the multicultural jazz sub-genre, Cape Jazz, and a member of the legendary Jazz Epistles (with trumpeter Hugh Masekela).

He later moved to New York and over the next decades performed on international stages with many jazz legends. He also performed solo, showcasing a style that blended his South African roots with his musical idols -- Duke Ellington, Thelonious Monk and Fats Waller. He eventually returned to South Africa, and established the 18-piece big band, Cape Town Jazz Orchestra. RIP

John Clewley can be contacted at clewley.john@gmail.com.
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									The language of rope

									An exhibition and film showcase shibari as an  artistic expression rather than sexual gratification
								

									In a dimly lit room, a rigger binds a model with knots and ties. Blindfolded and suspended in mid-air, the body is a language of its own. A tapestry of signs -- breathing, facial expressions and intricate patterns -- is a medium of communication.
									To the untrained eye, shibari is dismissed simply as sexual bondage. But one practitioner says that really misses the point.

"There is a common misconception that shibari is tying somebody up and having sex. No, you don't need to spend years learning shibari, if that's all you want to do," said Daniel, also known as DrPolidori.

"Shibari is the whole universe in itself. Somebody would have to be really desperate to spend years learning shibari just to have sex. The rope is a language between two people. It's a way to connect."

Running at Cinema Oasis from May 30 to July 11, Daniel's "Bangkok Shibari" features a film screening and an art exhibition to explore this vibrant subculture in Thailand. It brings together 10 artists including Fox Cordee, Tom Potisit, Mellow Dog and Alex Gust, at Galerie Oasis on the 3rd floor of the cinema.

"I think what is missing is the heart. It is actually the connection. You switch it off when you fantasise. The whole point of shibari is to engage with your heart, or what the Japanese call kokoro," he said.

Rooted in hojojutsu, a Japanese martial art for restraining prisoners, shibari evolved into erotic and artistic bondage by the early 20th century. A cross-pollination of Japanese sadomasochism and Western fetishism occurred during World War II. Nowadays, shibari has morphed into diverse practices, including somatic therapy.

"As Fox mentioned, it has become more mainstream and acceptable just like pole dancing. I think it is a really good analogy because pole dancing used to be like a sexual thing in clubs and now it is an exercise," Daniel said.

[image: The shibari-themed exhibition at Galerie Oasis. (Photo: Thana Boonlert)]
The shibari-themed exhibition at Galerie Oasis. (Photo: Thana Boonlert)



East meets West in Thailand

Born and raised in the UK, Daniel has a background in science and art. He completed a bachelor's degree in computer engineering and a master's degree in telecommunications. While working mostly in a research lab, he had stints in art, especially filmmaking.

"I wanted to live as an artist and starve in a garage. I didn't really want to do anything commercial, but it turned out I am actually good at it," he said.

After spending most of his time in the UK and Australia, Daniel moved to Thailand in 2006, but hopped around Taiwan and China. Although he had heard of shibari, it was not until 2016 when a "rope jam" inspired him to start tying knots.

In the exhibition film Bangkok Shibari, Daniel notes the city "straddles Eastern and Western shibari influences". Dong Redrope, a local self-taught artist, pursued shibari when he found magazines in a house rented to American soldiers during the Vietnam War. Shibari also came to Thailand through foreign masters, including Yoi Yoshida and the late Rigger Mortis.

After moving from the US to Chiang Mai, Rigger continued teaching shibari to amateurs. Daniel was his student in 2016. Because building robots had been his hobby, it makes sense that he gravitated to shibari. Both require technical mastery and aesthetics.

Last November, Daniel showcased some of his photos at Bangkok Art and Culture Centre. Frustrated by the eroticisation of shibari for commercial gain, he decided to organise the event at Cinema Oasis to show that shibari is more versatile than gratification of carnal desire.

That is why his documentary Bangkok Shibari does not portray any red-light district. He said it did surprise audiences.

"Bangkok has a connotation for a lot of Westerners that I don't like," he said. "I always want to kind of break through it."

[image: The shibari-themed exhibition at Galerie Oasis. (Photo: Thana Boonlert)]

Diverse shades of shibari

During an interview, Daniel showed shibari photos on his social media. I noted that to some, they may seem very pornographic. He explained that although there are riggers who like sexual bondage, he worries that such postures cause injury.

"Well, I don't know because it would be very difficult to have sex with somebody in that position," he said. "Even masters say it is not for sex. You know, it's not actually possible to have sex because the person is struggling so much."

At the heart of shibari is emotional connection between a rope top and a rope bottom. It involves trust, consent and responsibility. In Bangkok Shibari, a rope artist describes a more intense, painful form of rope play, semenawa, through an analogy of putting a collar on a dog. On the other hand, aibunawa is gentler. The dog comes to its owner on its own.

Still, his documentary has been criticised for not exploring the dark side -- finding the right person to tie.

"I mean, yes, it's got to be a trustworthy person. Obviously, you know, there are predators out there. It's the same with any BDSM. If you're going to submit yourself to somebody, you need to find somebody who will respect and treat you well," he said.

Daniel explained that while some use shibari as a medium of self-expression, others use it as a form of meditation. A young girl with ADHD uses shibari to improve her focus. He also establishes a cultural parallel between the binding of holy thread in ceremonies, such as weddings and bai sri su kwan (spirit retrieval), and shibari.

Daniel said it is difficult to gauge the size of this subculture. His Line group has around 1,600 followers. In terms of demography, he unusually encounters a lot of female and queer riggers. In most cities, shibari is more male-dominated.

Daniel has a couple of pieces of advice to shibari practitioners. Regardless of how much they know, they could cause nerve injury.

"I find that it is most difficult to tie someone you don't know. Each body is different and some are more susceptible to injury," he said.

For newbies, they should visit rope jams and start with tying knots.

"Don't get discouraged by this. This is not what shibari is about, but they are alphabets. Once you have them, you'll be able to create a beautiful language," he said.

Bangkok Shibari runs until July 11 at Cinema Oasis in Sukhumvit 43, near BTS Phrom Phong. Check showtime at cinemaoasis.com. Tickets (160 baht) are available in front of the cinema. For more details, contact Daniel at 083-276-5622 or shibariworkshopsth @gmail.com. Follow the artist's account on Instagram at dr_polidori_3.

[image: The language of rope]
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									The ballot you  didn't study for

									
								

									By the time most Bangkok voters reach the polling booth on June 28, they will have a clear opinion about the governor race and almost no opinion at all about the fifty seats up for grabs on the Bangkok Metropolitan Council. This is not a failure of civic character so much as a predictable outcome of how the city has been taught to pay attention. The governor's face is on every BTS pillar and every campaign truck loop, while the council candidate for your district is, for most residents, a name read for the first time on the ballot itself.
									The mismatch matters exposes what each body actually controls. The governor sets the tone and the headline agenda for Bangkok, but the council is where budgets get approved and where district-level decisions on drainage, garbage collection, and local infrastructure actually move or stall. The flooding that fills a soi after twenty minutes of rain, the garbage collection schedule that never quite matches the building's needs, the park maintenance that either happens or doesn't: these are council-level concerns far more than they are governor-level ones, and yet almost nobody outside the candidates themselves could name who is running for their district seat.

The imbalance is partly structural and partly cultural. A citywide governor race produces a single, legible contest with a handful of recognisable names, while fifty separate council races scattered across fifty districts produce something closer to noise, with no unified campaign truck loop or slogan, and in many districts the contest barely registers as a contest at all. The information cost of forming an opinion about the council is simply higher than the information cost of forming an opinion about the governor, and people respond to that cost rationally by not paying it. Bangkok's political attention has also long been organised around personalities rather than institutions, and the governor's race rewards that instinct directly. Chadchart built his first term on a brand of visible, data-driven competence that gave residents something concrete to attach their attention to, and the contest has remained legible because it is fundamentally about a person rather than a body of fifty people whose individual records are much harder to track. The council, by contrast, asks voters to do the less glamorous work of evaluating an institution they barely interact with directly, made up of people they have likely never seen campaign.

Local council elections everywhere suffer from a visibility gap relative to executive races, and the pattern holds across cities that are otherwise nothing alike. What makes Bangkok's version worth noting is the scale of the disconnect between what the council actually controls and how little scrutiny it receives in return. The KPI and Nida polling conducted ahead of this election shows voters distinguishing clearly between the governor race, where most have settled on a clear preference, and the council race, where a meaningful share remain undecided right up to the final days, deciding within 48 hours of polling rather than weeks in advance. That undecided bloc is not evidence of apathy. It is evidence of a public trying to make a decision without the information infrastructure that the governor race provides as a matter of course.

There is a reasonable argument that this doesn't matter much in practice, since council members tend to coalesce around whichever administration controls City Hall, and the governor's agenda usually carries the day regardless of who holds the individual seats. But that argument understates how much day-to-day friction in Bangkok actually depends on council-level decisions that the governor's office has limited direct control over. A governor with a strong mandate and a council that is indifferent or actively unaligned can produce a city where the headline policies look good and the lived experience of garbage collection, road maintenance, and local budget allocation tells a different story.

What would help is not a moral lecture about civic duty but something closer to better infrastructure for paying attention: clearer, centralised information about council candidates and what district councils actually do, presented with the same urgency that governor campaigns already receive by default. Until that exists, most Bangkok voters will keep doing exactly what they are doing now, walking into the booth with a confident answer for one box and a guess for the other.

The governor's race will get the headlines on June 29, win or lose. The council races, less visible and arguably more consequential to daily life, will quietly determine how much of whatever gets promised this week actually reaches the soi outside your building.

Chavisa Boonpiti is a contributor at Bitesize Bangkok, a digital news outlet.
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									From second chances to lasting change

									How the IRC pilot project is transforming youth rehabilitation
								

									Piak* had never received a single visit. His parents were migrant rubber tappers who had relocated to a remote plantation so deep that there was no mobile signal and it was so far that travel was simply beyond their means. Their son, Piak, a teenager in a juvenile rehabilitation centre, waited.
									Too often, boys like Piak get lost in the system, becoming a file passed between overworked professionals. But fortunately for Piak, his case was part of the Individual Routing Counsel pilot project, known as IRC. He was assigned a social worker who kept asking questions no matter what obstacles he faced.

Through sustained effort, contact with the family was re-established. Special permission was arranged for phone calls, an exception at the time. It wasn't much, but it was something and that something turned out to be enough to make a difference to Piak.

Encouraged to develop an interest he already had -- cutting hair -- Piak began to train in the skill. His social worker worked to bring the pieces together: a job placement near where his family had settled, an employer willing to take a chance and a local barber prepared to mentor him.

After six months working under that guidance, with continuous monitoring and support, Piak completed the programme and was released early. In the year that followed, under continued supervision, he did not reoffend.

Stories like Piak's are what the IRC model was built to deliver.

Thailand's IRC pilot operates under the Department of Juvenile Observation and Protection within the Ministry of Justice. Adapted from a Dutch model, it has been quietly reshaping the country's approach to juvenile rehabilitation since its inception, with the central objective of reducing recidivism among children and young people.

The programme is built around a single, deceptively simple idea: continuity in care. Each social worker is responsible for 16 youths, guiding them from their first day inside a centre through vocational training, internship placement and reintegration into society. They remain a consistent presence for a full year after release.

[image: Social worker Aphichat Phuphanit.]
Social worker Aphichat Phuphanit.



"The IRC approach is built on relationships," says Aphichat Phuphanit, a senior professional social worker who was involved in the pilot from 2014 to 2016. "With time and consistency, social workers build trust, pace together tailored individual life plans and motivate real behavioural change grounded in each child's strengths and aspirations."

This is a radical departure from the norm. Under the traditional system, a handful of social workers, often just two or three, might oversee several hundred youths. Children are assessed by one person, referred to another and supported by a third. No single figure accompanies them through the whole journey. Trust, already fragile in institutional settings, was easily broken in those transitions and with it the chance for meaningful change.

Aphichat is clear about what the model is for: not to keep children in detention, but to help them leave as soon as they are genuinely ready.

"The longer they stay, the harder it becomes to adjust outside," he explains. Prolonged institutionalisation can leave young people overwhelmed by sudden freedoms and responsibilities they haven't been prepared for.

That is why reintegration begins long before the gates to freedom re-open. Before a youth starts an internship, typically lasting six months, their social worker works to rally the full circle of support: families, employers, communities.

Employers are asked to provide workplace mentors who guide not only technical skills but also social behaviour.

Families are encouraged to actively participate in their child's goals, not merely await their return.

Rehabilitation, the model insists, does not rest on the child alone -- it requires a network of belief and opportunity built deliberately around them. Without that shared commitment, even the most determined young person risks slipping back into familiar patterns.

The results are hard to argue with. Introduced as a pilot initiative at the Rayong Juvenile Vocational Training Centre between 2014 and 2016, the IRC programme involved 78 children and youths and recorded a reoffending rate of just 2.1%. By comparison, a sample group of 60 youths from the same period who did not participate recorded a rate of 40.4%.

Following the pilot's success, the Department of Juvenile Observation and Protection scaled the IRC approach nationwide, increased social worker staffing to ensure appropriate staff-to-youth ratios, and introduced one year of post-release monitoring and support.

As a result of nationwide implementation, the overall reoffending rate among released youths fell to 17.8%, which is significantly lower than before, though still well above the pilot outcomes. These results suggest that appropriate staffing levels and a well-balanced workforce distribution could further enhance the effectiveness of reoffending prevention efforts, indicating that additional improvements may be achieved through stronger workforce capacity and implementation fidelity.

[image: Inside the grounds of Sirindhorn Juvenile Training Center.]
Inside the grounds of Sirindhorn Juvenile Training Center.



However, Aphichat is aware of the limits to any system. "Even if we prepare a child perfectly," he says, "if no one gives them a chance, they will likely return to the same cycle." Rehabilitation, the model insists, does not rest on the child alone. It requires a network of belief and opportunity built deliberately around them.

For all its promise, the IRC approach faces a structural challenge that no amount of good design can wish away: Thailand does not have enough social workers to sustain it at scale. A recently launched Assessment of the Social Service Workforce in Thailand -- conducted by the Thailand Association of Social Workers in collaboration with Unicef Thailand -- confirms this.

Thailand has just five licensed social workers per 100,000 people, up slightly from 4.5 in 2021, but still far below neighbouring Malaysia at 25, Cambodia at 33 and the United States at more than 200.

The Assessment of the Social Service Workforce in Thailand report also highlights that social workers are heavily concentrated in Bangkok and other urban centres, leaving many remote communities, precisely where at-risk children most often come from, underserved.

The system leans heavily on volunteers, who make up around 96% of the workforce but frequently lack formal training and professional supervision. The report calls for clearer role definitions, stronger career pathways, better compensation and supervision systems capable of assuring quality and keeping people in the field.

"IRC is a good example of why it's essential to strengthen the social service workforce," says Nantaporn Ieumwananonthachai, Child Protection Officer at UNICEF Thailand. "It is the foundation for sustaining and expanding models that will ensure continuity of care and access to quality support for vulnerable children.

"Sufficient numbers, especially at community level, can also drive more effective prevention -- catching children before they become at risk or ever reach a rehabilitation centre at all."

The IRC pilot has demonstrated what becomes possible when professionals are given the time, training and support to accompany a young person through their entire journey. Unicef has worked closely with government agencies, including the Department of Children and Youth and Local Administrative Organisations, to advocate for greater investment in professional social service workforces.

As Thailand becomes an aged society, it is more important than ever to invest in young people -- especially those at risk -- not just to improve their quality of life, but to give them a real chance to succeed. The question now is whether we are willing to invest in that future.

Inside a training room at Sirindhorn Juvenile Training Center, sparks fly as boys in full protective gear bend over their workstations, welding pieces of metal with steady concentration. For them, this is more than a technical exercise. It is preparation for a life beyond the facility's walls.

"I'm looking forward to getting my chance to start an internship," one boy says with a hopeful smile.

*Piak is not his real name.
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									A triumphant evening of Romantic masterpieces

									
								

									Under the Royal Patronage of Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya, the Royal Bangkok Symphony Orchestra (RBSO) presented two masterpieces of the Romantic repertoire recently at Chulalongkorn University Auditorium.
									Conducted by Vanich Potavanich, a capacity audience filled this historic hall for a resoundingly successful programme of Tchaikovsky's Piano Concerto No.1 In B-Flat Minor and Rachmaninoff's Symphony No.2 In E Minor.

Special appreciation must be expressed to Chulalongkorn University and B.Grimm for their assistance in making this a memorable event.

Thai pianist Jayanat Wisaijorn was the star attraction, and once again proved himself to be amply equipped to chart a fully satisfying journey through Tchaikovsky's ultimate warhorse of a concerto. His imposing stage-presence, powers of projection, and artistic confidence were much in evidence.

The orchestra played their role well throughout, that iconic horn opening ushering in the full tutti followed by those epic piano chords. These modulate swiftly for the impassioned first theme, displaying the RBSO's vibrant, huge string section. Its lush tone filled every inch of the auditorium with a delicious sonic sheen, just one of many such melodic outbursts in both the concerto and the symphony.

Notably, that monumental melody only has the function of introductory material, not appearing again as the lengthy movement's trajectory unfolds. The opus is somewhat unconventional in other respects too, and Tchaikovsky's undisputed masterpiece was famously ridiculed by Nikolai Rubenstein when he first heard it at a private soiree in 1874.

However, the initial incomprehension of his Moscow Conservatory colleague did of course undergo a 180-degree turn following the successful early public performances.

It was the sheer technical demands which so unnerved early detractors, until the musical community realised that late-Romantic period virtuosos could in fact rise to new challenges.

And Jayanat Wisaijorn himself certainly did that, reflecting the words of his own mentor and teacher Emile Naoumoff, who has written of his protege: "From the utmost whisper and sigh to the vibrantly generous roar of temperamental resonant waves, Jayanat's evocative palette of sound shades is as subtle as seemingly infinite."

Maestro Vanich has precisely the right temperament for Rachmaninoff's second symphony, and the hushed opening of the symphony instantly cast an intense atmosphere, then building to a texture of almost Wagnerian weight.

The ensuing Allegro moderato, initiated by delicate zephyr-like murmurings in the violas, then featured some tastefully executed violin rubato in the principal theme, setting the stage for alternating episodes of turbulent, epic climax, juxtaposed with passages of sublime calm.

An Allegro molto scherzo movement reveals Rachmaninoff at his most playful, and the RBSO captured nicely the glittering nature of his colourful orchestrations, whilst the infamously knotty central fugato only suffered a little rhythmic instability.

Perhaps Rachmaninoff's most beloved slow movement, the Adagio featured an exquisite clarinet solo by Yos Vaneesorn, and an excellently projected violin solo by guest concertmaster Thanatat Sriaranyakul, which was both sweet and soulful.

The explosively joyous Allegro vivace finale then brought this triumphant evening to its resounding conclusion, prompting enthusiastic cheers and prolonged applause.
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									Guru's Weekly Buzz: June 26-July 2

									So many things to enjoy, so little time
								

									Guru By Bangkok Post's weekly pick of the most exciting products, activities, food and travel to indulge in. 
									JOIN
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Cantonese table / Yu Ting Yuan / July 4

Cantonese cuisine has long been celebrated for its precision, balance and deep respect for ingredients. On July 4, Yu Ting Yuan at Four Seasons Hotel Bangkok at Chao Phraya River, welcomes four chefs from Bangkok, Hong Kong and Singapore that celebrates some of the region's most respected voices in Cantonese cuisine. "The Cantonese Table" will see chef Tommy Cheung of Yu Ting Yuan, chef Adam Wong of Forum Restaurant in Hong Kong, chef Chan Yan Tak of Lung King Heen at Four Seasons Hotel Hong Kong and chef Alan Chan of Jiang-Nan Chun at Four Seasons Hotel Singapore. Among the signature highlights are Braised imperial noodles with black truffle and fish maw; Steamed rainbow lobster with egg white and aged huadiao wine in chicken broth; Braised Australian wagyu beef cheek in homemade sauce; and Braised Japanese amidori abalone with vegetables in abalone sauce. 

[image: ]

Durian celebration / Centara Grand at CentralWorld / Until July 31

Celebrated for its rich flavour, creamy texture and devoted following, the "King Of Fruits" takes centrestage at Mill & Co and Tea & Tipple at Centara Grand at CentralWorld until July 31 with a limited-time selection of desserts and pastries. The offering showcases Monthong durian through a range of creations: Durian brioche, Durian double cheesecake, Durian with kataifi chocolate bar and Monthong with coconut mousse. Served alongside coffee, tea and seasonal beverages at Mill & Co and Tea & Tipple.

[image: ]

Wine dinner / Enoteca Bangkok / July 4

Enoteca Bangkok will present a special dinner dedicated to Bibi Graetz, one of the most distinctive and celebrated names in contemporary Tuscany. Known for his artistic vision and unconventional approach, Graetz has built an international reputation for producing expressive, elegant and highly sought-after wines from old vineyards across Tuscany. The restaurant will serve a five-course menu paired with some of the estate's most representative wines. Seats are limited. 

[image: ]

Signature brunch / K by Vicky Cheng / June 27

K by Vicky Cheng at EA Rooftop begins a new weekend ritual with the launch of "K's Signature Brunch". Debuting on June 27, K's Signature Brunch will feature signature dishes, unlimited dim sum, free-flow drinks and live entertainment. Having been greeted with welcome plates upon arrival - Marinated egg with oscietra caviar, Eggplant and tomato salad, and Salt and pepper tofu - guests can savour handcrafted cuisine. Expect Hot and sour soup with crab meat, Fish maw, Coconut chicken soup, Har gao shrimp dumplings, Abalone siu mai, Spinach crystal dumplings, Char siu barbecue pork buns, alongside an array of fried and pan-fried specialities. Main options include K's Signature river prawns or Stuffed crab shell with Chinese olive leaf and garlic. 
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Wine play / Avani Ratchada Bangkok / July 3

Avani Ratchada Bangkok will offer the charm of southern France at "Wine Play: Organic Elegance", taking place on July 3 at Metro Lounge. Presented as a two-hour free-flow experience, guests can enjoy the curated selection alongside imported cheeses, cold cuts, fresh oysters and canapes. The evening unfolds in a relaxed social setting at Metro Lounge, accompanied by live jazz.

[image: ]

Solo exhibition / This Is Unlimited, Song Wat / June 27 to Aug 2

Tars Unlimited presents "Dwelling Elsewhere (r`aerm)", a solo exhibition by Pare Patcharapa. The exhibition explores sleep as a geography of migration, a liminal space between memory, displacement and belonging. Drawing from experiences across Thailand, New York and Italy, her paintings navigate the fragile line between reality, dream, and memory through traces of movement, abandoned spaces and shifting borders. On view from June 27 to Aug 2 at THis Is Unlimited, Song Wat. 

Football Run / Liverpool FC's Kop Run Bangkok / Sept 13

Liverpool Legend Dirk Kuyt recently announced the return of "Liverpool FC's Kop Run Bangkok" on Sept 13. "Kop Run Bangkok 2026" will bring together Liverpool supporters and runners from across Thailand and the wider Asia-Pacific region for a celebration of football, fitness and fandom.  The event will welcome up to 10,000 participants and feature 10km and 5km race categories, with routes centred around the Sports Authority of Thailand at Hua Mak in Bangkok. Supporters attending the event will also be able to enjoy a dedicated fan festival area inspired by the atmosphere of Anfield, including interactive activities and photo opportunities. Further details on registration and event activities will be announced soon. 

Regional bartending competition / Campari Red Hands Apac 2026

Campari Red Hands Apac 2026, the regional bartending competition that unites and inspires the bartending community across Asia-Pacific, returns. This year, individual bartenders from each market will go head-to-head for the prestigious title of Campari Red Hands Apac Champion 2026, with an all-expenses-paid trip to Milan on the line for the Regional Grand Final. The 2026 programme launches under the "Contrast & Synchrony" theme. Every entrant must choose a creative direction -- Contrast, the bold opposites that captivate (black vs. white, hot vs. cold, soft vs. hard) -- or Synchrony, the perfect harmony that mesmerises (pairs that move in unity, elements that flow seamlessly). That choice will guide their cocktail, their technique and the story they tell on stage, exploring the very dynamic that has kept the Negroni timeless for more than a century. The campaign is now open for submissions at www.campariacademy.com/en-asia/events/campari-red-hands-apac-2026/.

New gallery / Slowcombo 

[image: ]

Slowcombo has launched bit.studio gallery, a new creative space where technology meets interactive art, introduced as part of the "Slowcombo Now 3rd Anniversary 2026" celebrations. Tickets are available at ticket.bit.studio.

Consciencia line-up / Tomorrowland Thailand / Dec 11-13

The countdown to Tomorrowland's first full-scale, sold-out festival in Asia on Dec 11-13 just got a whole lot more exciting. Headliners Martin Garrix and Swedish House Mafia, who will make their Thailand debut, were announced earlier. The line-up shines a well-deserved spotlight on the country's own electronic music scene. More than 20 Thai artists will take the stage across the three-day festival, from rising local names like Botcash, Honey Gee, Lonskii, Yukio, Pixzy, Maysaa, Riviere, Karty, Meltmode, Tiger Drama, Dadoo, 22Bullets, Sm1le, Nuttrix, XY, Halo, Jonnie B, Claudine, Meguru, Dennis Gold and Puffer P to seasoned veteran Mike Bond, one of the country's most respected DJs. The undisputed figurehead of the group is Nakadia, widely recognised as the first Asian DJ to break into the global techno circuit. Afrojack, Alan Walker, Steve Aoki, Dimitri Vegas & Like Mike and Alok bring some of the biggest names in the game to Wisdom Valley, joined by festival favourites Lost Frequencies, Laidback Luke, R3HAB and Yellow Claw. Trance and techno are equally well represented, with Aly & Fila, Cosmic Gate and Ferry Corsten flying the flag for the former, while Kevin De Vries, Kolsch and Lilly Palmer bring a deeper, darker energy to the programme. Nervo, Netsky and Infected Mushroom round out a headliner tier that spans genres, generations and continents.



EAT
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World environment month / Centara Grand at CentralWorld / Until Aug 31 

Centara Grand at CentralWorld celebrates "World Environment Month With Live Proudly, Bloom Freely", a campaign that brings together sustainability, creativity and conscious living through a special afternoon tea experience and retail collaboration. At the heart of the campaign is a collaboration with Avalon, the jewellery house that has spent more than three decades creating pieces inspired by the beauty of natural gemstones and artisanal craftsmanship. Through its Sea Soul Collection, reclaimed seashells are transformed into contemporary creations. Until Aug 31, selected pieces from the collection will be showcased at the hotel. Tea & Tipple's Sea Soul Afternoon Tea is inspired by the colours, textures and forms of the ocean, and is available until July 31. The campaign also shines a light on Centara Grand at CentralWorld's ongoing commitment to environmental responsibility. Across the property, a range of sustainability initiatives continue to support more conscious operations, including the use of solar energy to help reduce carbon emissions, an on-site organic rooftop garden supplying fresh produce for the hotel's restaurants and comprehensive waste separation and recycling programmes.
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Flavour feast / Yitong Chinese Restaurant & Sky Bar 

Melia Pattaya Hotel's Yitong Chinese Restaurant & Sky Bar offers "A Feast Of Flavour" experience underpinned by a traditional wood-smoked Peking duck Hong Kong style, with traditional accompaniments and Gulf of Thailand vistas. Paying homage to the longstanding Chinese communities of Chonburi and their shrines and markets, the name Yitong translates to "together", with dishes served family-style to encourage shared meals and connectedness. The food and beverage menus have a prime focus on "goodness for the body, mind and soul". The cocktail list incorporates Chinese ingredients and references throughout, with sunset signatures including "Kuaile De", made with goji berry-infused gin, honey, lemon juice and cava; Chun Hou, blending brandy, orange curacao, rosella tea and rose syrup; and Tian De, featuring Campari infused with ginseng alongside Chinese liquor and brown sugar syrup. Non-alcoholic options are similarly considered, with mocktails such as the Virgin Chit-Cha Toddy comprising oolong tea, lemon juice, ginger syrup and cinnamon.



STAY 
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New package / Avani Sukhumvit Bangkok / Until July 31

Avani Sukhumvit Bangkok celebrates seven years of memorable stays with "7 Heaven", a special offer created to thank guests for being part of the journey. From discounts on roos, to an overnight stay for two, daily breakfast and an all-you-can-eat dining experience with complimentary soft drinks for two, the promotion is available for bookings until July 31 for stays valid from July 1 to Sept 30. The "7 Heaven" package throughout July will receive one chance per stay to win a surprise reward from the hotel, with one of six exclusive experiences up for grabs. The rewards include Afternoon Tea experiences, Premium All You Can Eat dining, rejuvenating spa treatments, and even a complimentary one-night stay in Superior Room with breakfast.

[image: ]

Forest tea / Sindhorn Kempinski Hotel Bangkok x Dilmah Windsor Forest / June 27-28

Sindhorn Kempinski Hotel Bangkok, in collaboration with Dilmah Tea, presents Thailand's first-ever "Windsor Forest Afternoon Tea Experience", a limited-time culinary journey that celebrates the artistry of tea through an exclusive pairing of the Windsor Forest Collection by Dilmah and the hotel's signature The Blossom Garden Afternoon Tea. Inspired by the beauty of blooming gardens, The Blossom Garden Afternoon Tea is a celebration of floral elegance and seasonal indulgence. Thoughtfully crafted by the hotel's head pastry chef Simon Eberhardt, the afternoon tea showcases an exquisite selection of handcrafted pastries, elegant cakes, classic scones and refined savoury delicacies, each reflecting the colours, textures and flavours of nature. Elevating this experience is the Windsor Forest Collection by Dilmah, a luxury range of teas, herbs, blossoms and spices inspired by the tea gardens and natural forests of Sri Lanka's central highlands. Originating from Windsor Forest Estate, one of Dilmah's celebrated tea gardens, the collection captures the essence of mist-covered mountains, cascading waterfalls and pristine forests through carefully curated tea blends that evoke the aromas, flavours and spirit of nature. Available exclusively on June 27-28 at the Lobby Lounge. 



STUFF
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Love bracelet / Cartier

Redefining colour with Cartier, the iconic Love bracelet is back with six new models showcasing unlimited creativity. The classic screws make way for precious stones in both fully paved and punctuated designs. Three styles shine bright with all-over pink sapphires, blue sapphires or tsavorite, while the remaining three feature a stunning gradient of warm and cool tones on yellow, white and rose gold.

[image: ]

Floor cleaner / Dyson  

Now available in Thailand, the new Dyson PencilWash combines lightweight manoeuvrability, continuous fresh-water cleaning and a filter-free design to simplify everyday floor cleaning. The Dyson PencilWash is designed to make floor cleaning feel lighter, easier and more intuitive. Featuring a pencil-thin 38mm handle and weighing 2.2kg, it glides naturally around furniture and into tight spaces, while reclining flat to 170o to reach under low furniture and hard-to-access areas. It can clean up to 100m2 of flooring2 on a single tank of clean water and offers up to 30 minutes of runtime. Its 300mL clean water tank and 360mL dirty water tank support uninterrupted cleaning tasks across larger areas, as users do not need to constantly stop to refill or empty it.

[image: ]

Palm product / Lenovo

Lenovo launched the Lenovo Yoga Mini i (1L, 11), a premium Copilot+ PC mini desktop. Designed for users seeking a powerful desktop experience without sacrificing space, the Lenovo Yoga Mini i packs professional-grade performance into a sleek aluminium chassis measuring just 130 x 130 x 48.6mm and weighing 600g. Powered by Intel CoreTM Ultra 5 325 processors with 8 cores (4P + 4LPE) and 8 threads, max turbo speeds up to 4.5GHz and 12MB Intel Smart Cache and running Windows 11 Home, the Yoga Mini i is a Copilot+ PC, featuring an NPU delivering up to 50 Tops of AI performance. The device also comes bundled with Microsoft 365 Basic and Office Home 2024. The device features 16GB soldered LPDDR5X memory at 8533MT/s and 512GB PCIe Gen 4 M.2 2280 SSD storage.

[image: ]

New creations / Fred

Fred presents Namtan Tipnaree, friend of the brand, in two looks featuring the radiant creations from Soleil d'Or Sunrise High Jewellery Collection, bathed in the radiant aura of the Soleil d'Or, the Maison's legendary yellow diamond, celebrating light, a boundless source of inspiration for The Sunshine Jeweller for 90 years. The Soleil d'Or Sunrise High Jewelry Collection graces the skin with timeless beauty.

[image: ]

New necklace / Mouawad

Mouawad unveils the "Imperial Sunfall" necklace, inspired by the majestic beauty of a sunset. Featuring 56.65 carats of yellow and white diamonds, the necklace captures the warm glow and luminous transition of the golden hour. Handcrafted over more than 250 hours, the piece showcases the interplay of vivid yellow and brilliant white diamonds reflecting the enchanting hues of sunlight fading into dusk. 

[image: ]

Street sparkle / Swarovski Creators Lab x '47 x MLB

'47 x MLB for Swarovski Creators Lab sees two iconic brands unite to hit street style out of the park. Taking the Yankees '47 Clean Up cap from the Big Apple to the world stage, this limited-edition drop fuses New York attitude with the brand's signature crystal artistry. The legendary cap is reimagined in four fresh shades inspired by Swarovski House colours: Light Pink, Navy, Light Blue and Swarovski exclusive Marshmallow. Featuring the distinct NY logo shining in clear baguette and round stones, the cap originated in the Swarovski Creators Lab 2023. The 47' x MLB cap launched as an exclusive drop at Swarovski on Fifth in New York City.
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									'Supergirl' sets out to save her dog, and herself

									Superman is already an established figure; Supergirl is working to become one
								

									As a second instalment of the DC Universe (DCU), 'Supergirl' (2026) sets a different tone in James Gunn's cinematic universe. It follows Supergirl in her quest to save her dog while becoming her best self.
									The film was based on the comic 'Supergirl: Woman of Tomorrow' (2021-2022), which was in turn based on the 1968 novel 'True Grit', and follows the same plot line.

After her whole family was murdered, Ruthee Ruthye Marye Knoll (Matthias Schoenaerts) sets out to seek revenge on a space bandit Krem of the Yellow Hills (Matthias Schoenaerts). She meets Kara Zor-El / Supergirl (Milly Alcock), whose dog, Krypto, has also been poisoned by Krem, who is also the only person with an antidote. Together, they embark on an interplanetary adventure to seek revenge and the cure.

						

							
						


Last year's 'Superman' was a breath of fresh air. With the trend of darker, grittier superheroes - as popularised by 'The Dark Knight' (2009) and continued to the late DC Extended Universe (DCEU) - resting in peace, the 2025 take started the cinematic reboot of the DC Universe with a return to bright, hopeful and inspiring. The tone proved to fit well with the extremely humanistic character of Superman and managed to keep him relevant in the current time.

What shines in this continuation of the universe is the titular character herself. While Superman is a character viewers can look up to, Supergirl is a messier character in which audiences can see themselves.

Instead of being sent away to Earth as a toddler like her cousin Kal-El, Kara spent time growing up on Krypton. She had a life there and slowly saw the planet dying. This traumatised her greatly. She struggles to fit in and spends her time hopping planet to planet, drinking and partying. This differentiates 'Supergirl' from its predecessor, establishing that the new DC Universe is not all bright and shiny. 

[image: Supergirl (2026). (Photo: Warner Bros. Pictures)]
Supergirl (2026). (Photo: Warner Bros. Pictures)



What audiences root for with Kara is not only for her to save her dog but for her to save herself and become the Supergirl she is meant to become.

I especially like Milly Alcock's portrayal of the character. With her sunglasses, headset and no-care attitude, it was such a stark contrast to Clark Kent, despite sharing the same 'Super' symbol. What is also fun is that she basically has the same super powers, but is willing to let loose and use those powers more.

What the film falls short on is its delivery. The first two arcs set out an interesting premise and emotional backstory for Kara. It also challenges the main character with morally complex situations. However, this does not pay off in the third arc. We can somewhat understand what inspired Kara to change, but the change feels too out-of-nowhere, and the impact is not quite there. Even just thinking back to the "raise the flag scene" in Superman, I can find an example of a setpiece that was really impactful as a wake-up call for the main character.

[image: Supergirl (2026). (Photo: Warner Bros. Pictures)]
Supergirl (2026). (Photo: Warner Bros. Pictures)



I know I've compared this film to 'Superman' a lot, but with it being a soft continuation of that and sharing the 'Super-' title, there is a lot to contrast, whether the tonal difference or the quality of the film. Nonetheless, while not living up to her cousin's previous outing, Supergirl is still an enjoyable watch that shows what the DC Universe can be.

It's a universe that definitely can be more. The upcoming third release in the franchise, 'Clayface', is set to portray a villain origin story using the body horror genre. That should, regardless of reception, surely expand the tone of this cinematic universe, assuring the audience that they will not only get the brightest of the bright but also the darkest of the dark.
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									Your horoscope for June 26 - July 2

									
								

									Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.
									
	[?] is for work, [?] is for money, [?] is for coupled life and [?] is for single life

	Previous ones: www.bangkokpost.com/shr/9b6b72ef





 Aries

Mar 21 - Apr 19

[?] Tech glitches might slow down your workflow. Your equipment may not cooperate with your deadlines. Sudden rule changes or uncontrollable shifts are coming. They'll spark a fresh perspective and lead to sharper ways to work. Frustrating at times, but you'll stay focused and sure of where you're headed. 

[?] Trust issues could sting. Someone you count on may pull a fast one, cutting you out of a money opportunity or pocketing what's yours. Brace for unexpected expenses around health, repairs or fines from careless slips. Shop online with care; knockoffs or items that look nothing like the listing are likely. Do your homework before spending your hard-earned cash. 

[?] Understated sweetness. Actions speak louder than words. You two will find safety in each other, showing love through steady presence when the world gets heavy. Expect your bedroom energy to go from a wild blaze to a slow burn. Pillow talk may involve family planning, merging finances or a bigger commitment. 

[?] A surprise spark is coming. You'll click with someone who feels instantly familiar, and yes, your heart will race a little. Like you've known each other all along. You two will keep things low-key and private, letting the bond grow at its own pace.

 Taurus

Apr 20- May 20

[?] Expect complex tasks and high-maintenance people but your mental clarity will be at its peak this week. You'll read expectations clearly and cut through complexity like it's nothing. Watch yourself turn chaos into clean systems and flip curveballs into a streamlined path to success. Your boss will lean on you, back your ideas and treat your input as essential.

[?] A small windfall or some forgotten cash might find its way to you. Your niche skills or favourite hobby could be a new source of income. Essential bills get paid easily, leaving room for a little treat. You'll feel motivated to invest, but steer clear of group investments.

[?] Talking money with your honey might get a little bumpy. You may feel stuck in a bedroom rut, but you'll likely bite your tongue rather than rock the boat. Comfort and routine have their charm, yet too much of a good thing could dull the spark. 

[?] A younger stranger may slide into your DMs. A friend might catch feelings for you. But you're gatekeeping your energy and in your "protecting my peace" era. Or maybe your ex is still living rent-free in your head. You do you.

 Gemini

May 21 - Jun 20

[?] Winter is coming to your workplace. Expect a dog-eat-dog environment with constant ego clashes, power plays and battles over budgets and resources. Fear not, for fate will forge the armour. Support will shield you when you least expect it. You'll have the resilience to stand tall amidst the chaos.

[?] Your income ebbs and flows. Watch out for bigger players swooping in on your earning opportunities. Be ready for unavoidable expenses from your own slip-up or helping someone close. If you feel stuck financially, ask an expert. Ego won't help here. 

[?] Long-standing issues you've both swept under the rug reach a breaking point. Brace for serious mind games and a battle of egos, where neither of you will want to blink first. It's not just a fight. It's a mental chess match that could leave you both exhausted. 

[?] Crushing or trying to win someone's heart? They'll hard launch with someone else online. A stranger may slide into your life with sweet talk and major rizz, but they're only after your cash and/or a quick ONS. Red flags aplenty. Protect your peace and your wallet.

 Cancer

Jun 21 - Jul 22

[?] More power, influence and resources are coming your way. Accountability deepens and politics heat up. Higher-ups trust you with a key role in shaping policies and internal rules and driving new revenue streams. Your strategic prioritisation and political savvy will keep things efficient and on target. Expect new cross-border or public-sector connections that could fast-track approvals and open doors. 

[?] Your past efforts are starting to pay off. Travel, networking and socialising could reveal side gigs or new ways to earn. A friend from afar may bring good news. Watch for impersonator scams. Don't let them trick you into opening your wallet. 

[?] Egos will run high between you and your partner, with both of you standing your ground. Power struggles may flare up but love and care stay strong. You both know the other means well. Expect the bedroom energy to turn playful and daring, with a lot more curiosity and heat. 

[?] You're locked in on your goals. Your drive and focus will be captivating. Someone older, already in your circle, will take notice and move closer, posing as a supportive advisor or helpful mentor. Sweet, but read between the lines. Their eyes are on you.

 Leo

Jul 23 - Aug 22

[?] Out of the blue, a project will click with your deeper drive, lighting a fire that turns the daily grind into something vibrant and meaningful. Luck will favour your political savvy and people skills, helping you manage up, down and sideways with ease. The line between rival and ally may blur. Shared goals could turn a foe into a valuable partner or even a quiet supporter. 

[?] A friend or contact may hook you up with a work-from-home gig that brings in extra cash. Negotiating your pay/rate or securing support will work out in your favour. Stay sharp with investments. Fake news and disinformation could find their way to you. DYOR before committing.

[?] Buried underneath many responsibilities, you'll slip into roommate mode, talking bills and chores more than feelings. There's no spark as you two go through the motions. Entertaining someone on the side? They might drop a baby bombshell or orchestrate a situation that forces a commitment. 

[?] Booked and busy, you're pouring everything into your goals, leaving little room and even less social battery for romance or anything new. Seeing someone? You might part ways. Misaligned life goals or realising they don't hit the same as your ex will likely seal the deal.

 Virgo

Aug 23 - Sept 22

[?] Timelines may slip as paperwork delays and abrupt regulation changes throw off your rhythm. Work feels like a game of whack-a-mole, but you're the cool-headed firefighter while others scramble. You'll cut through chaos with ruthless prioritisation. Your ability to handle the heat makes you everyone's go-to. 

[?] A well-connected friend might point you toward a side gig, providing a nice boost to your earnings. Financial negotiations will meet in the middle on fair terms. Your head is clearer around spending. You'll know where to cut back.

[?] Something new is brewing between you two -- an adventure, a mutual goal or a chapter you never saw coming. This fresh energy will strengthen your bond and bring back the magic of your first days. Your shared flame will burn brighter and wilder.

[?] Travel or a digital meet-cute might ignite fiery chemistry with a fresh face, but it'll likely stay a short-term thrill with no sequel. Already seeing someone? Hate to break it to you, but you're each other's plan B.

 Libra

Sept 23-Oct 22

[?] Work will stack up, but you'll rise, shine and show what you're truly made of. You'll get a sharper read on the professional landscape while building high-value connections. A tempting offer to jump ship may slide in. Dropping hints to your boss might trigger a counteroffer. Job interviews lined up? Expect good news.

[?] You'll likely have to foot the bill for your own blunders or pay to make the drama go away. A side gig or extra income opportunity will pop up, but speed matters. It's first come, first served. Skip gambling. Keep your cash. Lady Luck isn't on your side. 

[?] People around you see you as couple goals, the gold standard for relationships. Behind closed doors, you might face an uncomfortable truth: stability turns into stagnation. It's not about lost love, it's the comfort of the cage. Routine got a little too good at its job, quietly dulling the spark.

[?] You might not vibe with the "perfect match" a friend introduces. Great resume, zero spark. Cute on paper, not in person. Rizzing someone up? Expect mixed signals at best, breadcrumbs at worst.

 Scorpio

Oct 23-Nov 21

[?] Expect a dog-eat-dog atmosphere where politics run hot and competition turns cutthroat. You'll play smarter, not louder, staying three steps ahead. Ruthless prioritisation and disciplined execution will be your edge. A pitch, certification, or skill assessment coming up? It may look daunting, but you'll handle it.

[?] Unexpected home repairs or family needs hurt your wallet. Skip risky bets and rein in Fomo buys and doom spending. Money-making may feel like an uphill battle, but the payoff will match your effort. Slow, steady and worth your hustle.

[?] A tough situation may test you and your partner, likely around money or family, but you'll face it as a team. You'll stand by each other and find solutions together. Through it all, you'll see new sides of your partner you hadn't noticed before, and the bond will grow stronger.

[?] Not your usual type, not even close. Someone from a different culture or lifestyle will draw you in, and the pull will feel gentle, not rushed. A slow-burn attraction. As conversations unfold, you'll realise what felt like a mismatch is the magic in your differences. With them, being yourself comes naturally.

 Sagittarius

Nov 22-Dec 21

[?] You'll be firing on full cylinders. An intrapreneurial with fire in your belly. Your words diffuse tension and toxicity, boost morale and get everyone back on track. You will gain positive momentum and deliver visible and measurable results. A high-profile assignment or golden opportunity may land in your hands. It's a major win, but the spotlight comes with heavy pressure.

[?] An inheritance or a gift from an older relative may come your way. A chance to cash in on your talents or turn what you no longer need into quick money will come up. Drowning in debt? Relief is coming, with restructuring that lifts your head above water.

[?] A new adventure, new shared goal or new chapter together is written in the stars. This fresh energy will strengthen your connection and bring back early-love butterflies. Familiar embers may be blown into a brilliant, blazing flame, where the mastery of your skin meets the mystery of your desire. 

[?] Mending a broken heart? Fate will hand you closure, concluding your healing journey and pushing you into your next chapter. Your inner hunter is waking up. With rising confidence, you'll be on the prowl, ready to shoot your shot and take the lead, not waiting for love to find you.

 Capricorn

Dec 22-Jan 19

[?] Things at the office may feel like smoke and mirrors, with more than meets the eye. Expect under-the-table  manoeuvrings and hidden agendas around budgets and resources. Someone might gatekeep key details or information silo, slowing your progress and delaying results. Be wary of idea poachers and credit stealers. Keep receipts and watch your back. 

[?] Keep a financial buffer if you've got kids or pets. Sudden, urgent expenses could pop up. A lucrative opportunity or a money-making offer may come through your network, but a nagging inner critic and a touch of imposter syndrome will try to talk you out of it. Watch for scams tied to concerts.

[?] Mismatched expectations and different lifestyles between you and your partner may become obvious, yet mutual respect will keep the peace. Out of the blue, an attraction to a married friend or colleague might ignite. You'll likely enjoy low-key chats with them that feel refreshing. Nothing more than that, for now.

[?] Be ready to get to know potential love interests of the same and opposite sex. You may discover something new about yourself. No labels. No rush. Attraction isn't linear. Trust the pull.

 Aquarius

Jan 20-Feb 18

[?] The workplace vibe is rife with power plays, mind games and intense budget battles. You'll stay cool and calculated, using logic, data and numbers as your weapons. A well-timed ally or a trump card may come your way. A window of opportunity to switch teams or jump ship might open up.

[?] A calculated risk or contest could bring in extra cash. Travel or health costs may pop up, so keep some buffer. You'll spot a long-term money-making opportunity where others see only risk. Trying to convince them could lead to analysis paralysis. Trust your vision. 

[?] A canon event is incoming and it could flip your relationship dynamic. It may push you both into a long-distance relationship or a new routine that takes a lot of adjusting. It's time to be real, no sugarcoating. You'll need an honest heart-to-heart about where this is going and what you two can truly take on.

[?] If you've been caught in a going-nowhere situationship or an old love that won't leave your mind, closure will finally come through, clean and clear. New romantic prospects will beep on your radar, but your solo era feels surprisingly good.

 Pisces

Feb 19-Mar 20

[?] Your consistent effort will deliver concrete, measurable results, catching the right eyes and earning you well-deserved recognition. Your ingenuity, creativity and resourcefulness will shift into high gear, helping you crush deadlines while navigating friction and politics with ease. Expect new cross-border or public-sector connections. Your negotiation flair, with luck on your side, will make signing contracts and agreements a breeze.

 [?] A mini windfall or surprise gift could land in your lap. You'll try loud budgeting but entertainment cravings and fandom Fomo beckon at you. Socialising costs will spike, but think of it as a social tax that pays you back in money-making opportunities and collaborations in the future.

[?] If you and your partner have been navigating rough waters, a wise older figure steps in to smooth things over. Overall, things feel peaceful; disagreements resolve quickly. Expect a family sit-down about engagement plans or your first meet with the future in-laws.

[?] The ROI on your glow-up is paying off. Still, a happily married friend or cousin may play matchmaker, convinced your solo status is a tragedy, and introduce someone who matches your tax bracket and intellect. Don't roll your eyes just yet.
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									Japan sales of robot puppy 'aibo' discontinued

									
								

									TOKYO - Sony is halting sales of its robotic puppy "aibo" in Japan, the company said, eight years after the latest model of its interactive android pet became an instant hit.
									The announcement marks the end of an era for loyal fans of the high-tech toy, which develops its own personality and can perform tricks like waving and mimicking its owner.

The ERS-1000 aibo model -- a 30-centimetre (one-foot) long hound with flapping ears, eyes that show emotions, and a nose camera -- charmed customers on its launch in 2018, clocking up 20,000 sales in the first six months.

It was also a big comeback for Sony's robot dog.

The earliest iteration of aibo came out in 1999, followed by numerous different models, from angular silver bots to more cuddly round-faced versions.

More than 150,000 units sold during the period until 2006, when Sony, facing a tough business environment, pulled the plug on the canine gadget, seen as something of a frivolous luxury.

Sony said in a statement Thursday that Japan sales of the current ERS-1000 model will be discontinued once stock runs out.

Services such as access to tech support, replacement parts and subscriptions to online cloud plans to store the robodog's memories will be maintained, it said.

When asked about plans for a potential new generation of aibo, Sony told Agence France-Presse (AFP) that "the aibo business will continue".

"While we are unable to provide any specific details regarding future product plans at this stage, we will continue to expand our range of new products and services so that aibo remains a partner cherished by its owners and continues to grow alongside them," it said.

Sony declined to give a total sales figure for the aibo model released in 2018.

But it said that sales will continue in the United States, where aibo retails for more than US$3,000. It is not sold in any other countries.

						

							
						


Japanese fans had a vocal reaction to the news.

"I've been in a daze ever since I saw the announcement. Until more information comes out, I need to be careful not to mess up my daily life from overthinking," wrote X, formerly Twitter, user Yachi.

"So it's over already? It didn't last until the golden age of physical AI," Yusuke Ando wrote.

Another X user called Daiyamondo had a suggestion for Sony: "Next time you develop one, could you make it half the size, and cat-shaped?"
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