
        
            
                
            
        

    
    
      
        [image: masthead]
      

      Friday, July 3, 2026

      

      
        
          	
            Articles
          
          	25
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

      Articles

      
        Iran prepares for dayslong funeral for late Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, killed in war
      

      
        Venezuelan security guard pulled alive from building basement 8 days after twin quakes
      

      
        'Right under our noses and nobody was able to help them.' 16 kids found in squalor shocks Ohio town
      

      
        Top FBI agent in Chicago abruptly leaving post after being pushed to retire, AP sources say
      

      
        Couple charged with felonies for Empire State Building climb-turned-proposal
      

      
        Supreme Court declines to halt $800-a-day fine for ex-Fox News reporter refusing to divulge sources
      

      
        Former Olympian indicted on felony charge over alleged Reflecting Pool vandalism
      

      
        How 'Country Roads' became the soundtrack of the US team's World Cup run
      

      
        A red card means trouble and controversy at the World Cup: Here's what to know
      

      
        Permit obtained by AP shows schedule for Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce's wedding
      

      
        Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce donate $26M to charities ahead of wedding
      

      
        Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce's wedding set for Friday at Madison Square Garden
      

      
        Heat adds to strains on areas with data centers, raising the temperature on AI debates
      

      
        From poutine to barbecue, local cuisines give World Cup fans another reason to cheer
      

      
        Last-minute launch problem delays satellite rescue mission for NASA
      

      
        Rescue mission launches to save NASA telescope that's falling back to Earth
      

      
        FACT FOCUS: Experts say Trump's claims linking Democrats to communism are inaccurate
      

      
        This air conditioning strategy is the sweet spot for saving energy and money, experts say
      

      
        Finding freedom from the heat on July 4th will be a challenge in eastern US
      

      
        Trump administration proposes a rule it says could save Medicare patients $1.1 billion on drugs
      

      
        What's the perfect American hot dog? Depends where you grew up
      

      
        The hot dog: We need to be frank about how German sausages became an American icon
      

      
        Latin Mass, but faithful to the pope: A Minnesota church shows a different way during schism crisis
      

      
        La tasa promedio de hipotecas a 30 anos en EEUU baja a 6,43%, su nivel mas bajo en 7 semanas
      

      
        Khamenei's funeral
      

      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    World News

    Iran prepares for dayslong funeral for late Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, killed in war
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            A procession passed by the coffins of Iran's slain Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and his family on Friday, according to state media.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The coffins of slain Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, center on top, and members of his family are displayed ahead of the dayslong funeral ceremonies at the Imam Khomeini Mosalla Grand Mosque in Tehran, Iran, Friday, July 3, 2026. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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            The coffins of slain Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, center on top, and members of his family are displayed ahead of the dayslong funeral ceremonies at the Imam Khomeini Mosalla Grand Mosque in Tehran, Iran, Friday, July 3, 2026. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo released by Iran's Supreme Leader's office, Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard Gen. Ahmad Vahidi sits alongside Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei casket as it lies in a mourning hall adjacent to the Imam Khomeini Hussainiya within the Supreme Leader's compound before his funeral in Tehran, Iran, late Thursday, July 2, 2026. (Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader via AP)]
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            In this photo released by Iran's Supreme Leader's office, Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard Gen. Ahmad Vahidi sits alongside Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei casket as it lies in a mourning hall adjacent to the Imam Khomeini Hussainiya within the Supreme Leader's compound before his funeral in Tehran, Iran, late Thursday, July 2, 2026. (Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Iranian religious leaders and other mourners walk past the coffins of slain Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and members of his family during a viewing ceremony ahead of the dayslong funeral ceremonies at the Imam Khomeini Mosalla Grand Mosque in Tehran, Iran, Friday, July 3, 2026. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi) CORRECTION : The religious leaders are Iranian, not foreigners]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            Iranian religious leaders and other mourners walk past the coffins of slain Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and members of his family during a viewing ceremony ahead of the dayslong funeral ceremonies at the Imam Khomeini Mosalla Grand Mosque in Tehran, Iran, Friday, July 3, 2026. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi) CORRECTION : The religious leaders are Iranian, not foreigners

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The casket of slain Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei's granddaughter, Zahra Mohammadi Golpayegani, is displayed alongside the caskets of Khamenei and other members of his family during a viewing ceremony ahead of the dayslong funeral ceremonies at the Imam Khomeini Mosalla Grand Mosque in Tehran, Iran, Friday, July 3, 2026. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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            The casket of slain Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei's granddaughter, Zahra Mohammadi Golpayegani, is displayed alongside the caskets of Khamenei and other members of his family during a viewing ceremony ahead of the dayslong funeral ceremonies at the Imam Khomeini Mosalla Grand Mosque in Tehran, Iran, Friday, July 3, 2026. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Iranian religious leaders and other mourners pay their respects before the coffins of slain Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and members of his family during a viewing ceremony ahead of the dayslong funeral ceremonies at the Imam Khomeini Mosalla Grand Mosque in Tehran, Iran, Friday, July 3, 2026. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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            NASSER KARIMI and JON GAMBRELL

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        TEHRAN, Iran (AP) -- Iran prepared Friday for the dayslong funeral of the late Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, with banners across Tehran urging the public to rise up in support of the Islamic Republic after the devastating war that killed the 86-year-old cleric. 
The country's theocracy plans to see millions flood the streets of the capital beginning Saturday in scenes reminiscent to the burial of the late Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini in 1989. 
That could provide a boost for Iran's government, particularly as it tries to leverage its hold on the Strait of Hormuz in negotiations with the United States over a permanent end to the war, and as concern still lingers that Israel could attack yet again. 
Despite that, a powerful general who leads Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard emerged publicly for the first time in months for the funeral. Other top government officials will also likely will be on hand alongside foreign dignitaries in a show of strength of Iran.

    
"As long as these people, who are chosen (by God), are on the field, we will definitely continue the same 'no to humiliation' policy that was founded by the Islamic Republic," said Mohammad Hossein Rezaei, a volunteer preparing for the funeral Friday. 
"We will continue our policy of pursuing independence, and decisions will be made inside the country, and the people will decide their own fate," he said.



    
        




    




Caskets displayed in Tehran
Khamenei's flag-draped coffin sat at Tehran's Grand Mosalla alongside family members killed in the Israeli airstrike that came in the first moments of the war on Feb. 28. 
The dead being honored include a son-in-law, his eldest daughter, a 14-month-old granddaughter and the wife of Iran's new Supreme Leader Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei, the son of the previous leader who remains in hiding after reportedly being wounded in the attack.
Religious leaders and foreign dignitaries walked up to Khamenei's casket as a military band played or a man sang prayers. Iran's Parliament speaker Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi and President Masoud Pezeshkian, key leaders in the country's civilian government, all paid their respects.

    
        
    
Video published by Iranian state media showed an earlier mourning ceremony Thursday night for Khamenei. The black-clad mourners, whom state media identified as coming from families of those who lost loved ones in the 12-day war in 2025 and the recent Iran war, threw scarves and other items for attendants to brush against the coffin, a common practice in Iran seen as a blessing. 

    
Later, state media showed images of Khamenei's casket draped by a red flag with white calligraphy reading "Ya Hussein," a Shiite expression in remembrance of the 7th-century martyrdom of the Prophet Muhammad's grandson. It had been flying over the Imam Hussein golden-domed shrine in Karbala, Iraq. The flag also traditionally symbolizes both the spilled blood of someone unjustly killed and a call for vengeance.

    
        
    
Top general appears for first time in months
Photos published online by Iranian state media showed Gen. Ahmad Vahidi attending a meeting Thursday about the funeral of Khamenei, then sitting alongside his casket as Iran's theocracy held a smaller service for him Thursday night near the supreme leader's former home in downtown Tehran. 
"They must know that the pure blood of our martyred imam will mark another turning point in the victories of beloved Islam across the global arena," Vahidi told state television in comments aired Friday. "They will take to their graves the wish to see this nation surrender. This nation will rise higher day by day through this pure blood."

    
Vahidi has become a major player in formulating Iran's tough stance in negotiating a possible permanent end to the war with the United States, experts say. He had not been seen publicly since Feb. 8, weeks before the Iran war began. Israel killed top leaders in Iran's military and government during the war, and has threatened the life of Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei as well. Vahidi is believed to be part of a small clique in direct contact with the younger Khamenei. 

    
It remains unclear whether Khamenei will appear at his father's funeral. His father appeared in 1989 at Khomeini's funeral, weeping visibly, as he began his journey to lead Iran for decades with an iron fist while confronting the West. 
Israel's repeated threats to kill Khamenei drew a warning from Iran's joint military command Thursday.
"We warn the enemies of a strong Iran, especially the United States, the Israeli regime and their regional and extraregional accomplices, to avoid any miscalculation and to consider the harsh and regret-inducing responses that the sons of the Iranian nation in the armed forces will give to any threat or aggression against our beloved country," the military command said. 

    
Funeral to go on for days
Beginning Saturday, Iran will hold the dayslong funeral for Khamenei and his body will be transported to cities in both Iran and neighboring Iraq. Authorities plan to shut down streets, airspace and daily life in Tehran as mourners commemorate the life of Khamenei. 
In Tehran, images of the late Khamenei's fist could be seen in banners and in a giant statue in Tehran's Enghelab Square, framed by what appeared to be ballistic missiles flying through the air. In his first message to the nation, read by a state television anchor, Mojtaba Khamenei said he saw his father's body after his death with raised, clenched fist.
The banners read in Arabic, English and Farsi: "We must rise." 

"This fist is the clenched fist of all us Muslims," taxi driver Jafar Javadi said. "The leader's fist is a sign all our fists are clenched and they (the enemies) will be destroyed with these fists, God willing. We will continue chanting death to America and death to Israel with the same clenched fist."
___
Gambrell reported from Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Associated Press writer Amir Vahdat in Tehran, Iran, contributed to this report. 

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/ali-khamenei-funeral-supreme-leader-iran-us-war-july-3-2026-554d4f05f43ebbb86f81821eb18c0927
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    Venezuelan security guard pulled alive from building basement 8 days after twin quakes
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            Rescuers pulled a 43-year-old security guard alive from a collapsed basement early Thursday, ending a grueling days-long operation that became a symbol of hope after the devastation of twin earthquakes that struck Venezuela eight days earlier. (AP video shot by: Fernanda Pesce)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rescue workers attend to Hernan Alberto Gil Flores after he was pulled from the rubble eight days after he was trapped by twin earthquakes that struck Catia La Mar, Venezuela, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]
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            Rescue workers attend to Hernan Alberto Gil Flores after he was pulled from the rubble eight days after he was trapped by twin earthquakes that struck Catia La Mar, Venezuela, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Chilean rescue workers carry Hernan Alberto Gil Flores after he was pulled from the rubble eight days after he was trapped by twin earthquakes that struck Catia La Mar, Venezuela, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]
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            Chilean rescue workers carry Hernan Alberto Gil Flores after he was pulled from the rubble eight days after he was trapped by twin earthquakes that struck Catia La Mar, Venezuela, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rescue workers carry Hernan Alberto Gil Flores Gil after he was pulled from the rubble eight days after he was trapped by twin earthquakes that struck Catia La Mar, Venezuela, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]
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            Rescue workers carry Hernan Alberto Gil Flores Gil after he was pulled from the rubble eight days after he was trapped by twin earthquakes that struck Catia La Mar, Venezuela, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rescue workers attend to Hernan Alberto Gil Flores after he was pulled from the rubble eight days after he was trapped by twin earthquakes that struck Catia La Mar, Venezuela, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            Rescue workers attend to Hernan Alberto Gil Flores after he was pulled from the rubble eight days after he was trapped by twin earthquakes that struck Catia La Mar, Venezuela, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rescue workers carry Hernan Alberto Gil Flores Gil after he was pulled from the rubble eight days after he was trapped by twin earthquakes that struck Catia La Mar, Venezuela, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]
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            Rescue workers carry Hernan Alberto Gil Flores Gil after he was pulled from the rubble eight days after he was trapped by twin earthquakes that struck Catia La Mar, Venezuela, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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                                        CATIA LA MAR, Venezuela (AP) -- Rescuers pulled a 43-year-old security guard alive from a collapsed basement early Thursday, ending a grueling dayslong operation that became a symbol of hope after the devastation of twin earthquakes that struck Venezuela eight days earlier.
Hernan Alberto Gil Flores emerged to safety covered in dust atop a stretcher surrounded by helmet-clad rescue workers after being trapped since June 24 under rubble in the basement of the Galerias Playa Grande shopping center in the coastal town in La Guaira. 
Rescuers, who initially made contact with Gil Flores over the weekend, worked more than 100 hours to free him -- navigating a highly unstable structure, torrential rain and persistent aftershocks to tunnel down to the survivor.

    
Teams carrying flags from around the world cheered as rescuers carried Gil Flores, wearing an oxygen mask and covered in an orange tarp, through throngs of people to an ambulance where they methodically checked his vital signs.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rescue workers carry Hernan Alberto Gil Flores Gil after he was pulled from the rubble eight days after he was trapped by twin earthquakes that struck Catia La Mar, Venezuela, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]



        

        
        
            
                    Rescue workers carry Hernan Alberto Gil Flores Gil after he was pulled from the rubble eight days after he was trapped by twin earthquakes that struck Catia La Mar, Venezuela, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
One Chilean rescuer carrying his stretcher pumped his fist in joy. A group of men in red Costa Rican Red Cross uniforms embraced and laughed in relief. Others broke out into applause.



    
        




    




"When we found him, he asked us not to tell his wife that he was alive, just in case he wouldn't make it," Costa Rican Red Cross rescuer Minyar Collado told The Associated Press, but she added "We were never going to leave him here."

    
        
    
The rescue was considered a small miracle cutting through a week of tragedy. By supplying Gil Flores with food and water while they excavated the concrete, rescue teams were able to keep him alive far longer than the 48- to 72-hour threshold most operations give to find survivors in disasters.
Gil Flores, who worked as a night-shift security guard at the complex, was inside his small security cabin when the first violent tremor struck. While the surrounding concrete structure collapsed around him, his cabin held ground, shielding him from crushing debris and creating a vital pocket of air.

    
A specialized team from the Costa Rican Red Cross first detected signs of life and established contact with him Sunday.

    
        
    

    
        
    
His wife, Gusbimar Gonzalez, told the AP that she grappled with despair for days before hearing that rescuers made contact. 
"When I learned he was alive, I saw a ray of light in the darkness," she said. The couple has two children, ages 8 and 10.
The operation was coordinated by an urban search and rescue team of Chilean firefighters, who worked around the clock with specialized teams from the United States, Portugal, Mexico, Costa Rica, El Salvador and Venezuela.
Acting Venezuelan President Delcy Rodriguez celebrated the rescue on social media at a time that her government has come under fire for what many Venezuelans say has been an inadequate crisis response.
"We celebrate the greatness of humanity, when it is united for a single purpose: to save another. Thank you to our rescuers and to the support of the international rescuers," she wrote on a post on X.
Teams used a telescopic camera to help maintain constant contact with Gil Flores, passing water and liquid nutrients through a narrow shaft to keep him hydrated during the final three days of the rescue.

    
Maria Paz Campos, a veteran firefighter from Chile, talked him through the entire operation and kept him calm during the final excruciating hours Thursday.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Chilean rescue workers carry Hernan Alberto Gil Flores after he was pulled from the rubble eight days after he was trapped by twin earthquakes that struck Catia La Mar, Venezuela, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]



        

        
        
            
                    Chilean rescue workers carry Hernan Alberto Gil Flores after he was pulled from the rubble eight days after he was trapped by twin earthquakes that struck Catia La Mar, Venezuela, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
In a video published by Chilean firefighters in the hours before the rescue, Gil Flores is seen drawing, seemingly to pass the time. Campos then gently tells him to look at the camera and to wear protective goggles.
"I need you to keep the goggles on, for the small particles that are falling, to avoid them getting into your eye," Campos told the survivor.

The collapse of the building was triggered by two back-to-back earthquakes on June 24 that registered magnitudes of 7.2 and 7.5, respectively. The shallow, violent tremors damaged or destroyed tens of thousands of buildings across northern Venezuela, killing more than 2,200 people, injuring over 11,000 and leaving La Guaira state as the hardest-hit region in the country.
___
Associated Press video journalists Andry Rincon and Brayan Antequero contributed to this report. 

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/venezuela-earthquake-survivor-gil-flores-security-guard-ecb4f8db7608e16dd09bcca962a35bc8
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    'Right under our noses and nobody was able to help them.' 16 kids found in squalor shocks Ohio town




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
    
        
            
                
            
        
        
        


    

            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 7 | 
            Authorities say 16 children from the same family who were rescued from a run-down home in rural Ohio were living in horrific conditions and were confined to just one room over much of the past four years.
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            The children are part of the same family, officials said. The four people charged appeared in court Wednesday where a judge entered not guilty pleas on their behalf.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Police tape surrounds a home where authorities say they removed 16 children and arrested four adults in Hamden, Ohio, Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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            Police tape surrounds a home where authorities say they removed 16 children and arrested four adults in Hamden, Ohio, Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A bag of rice and a can of insect killer sit in an open window of a home where authorities say they removed 16 children and arrested four adults in Hamden, Ohio, Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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            A bag of rice and a can of insect killer sit in an open window of a home where authorities say they removed 16 children and arrested four adults in Hamden, Ohio, Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Items including a high chair are seen in a home where authorities say they removed 16 children and arrested four adults in Hamden, Ohio, Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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            Items including a high chair are seen in a home where authorities say they removed 16 children and arrested four adults in Hamden, Ohio, Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Debris is strewn on the front lawn of a home where authorities say they removed 16 children and arrested four adults in Hamden, Ohio, Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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            Debris is strewn on the front lawn of a home where authorities say they removed 16 children and arrested four adults in Hamden, Ohio, Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Items including a high chair, left, are seen in a home where authorities say they removed 16 children and arrested four adults in Hamden, Ohio, Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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            Items including a high chair, left, are seen in a home where authorities say they removed 16 children and arrested four adults in Hamden, Ohio, Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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                                        HAMDEN, Ohio (AP) -- Just days after authorities removed 16 siblings from a squalid home and arrested their parents and grandparents, the question looms over their southern Ohio village: How could this have happened, for years, unnoticed, right here?
Neighbors of the family in tiny Hamden, employees at local stores where they shopped and even the investigators who responded to the scene have been left to wonder that aloud and to themselves, and the limited information shared by investigators doesn't offer a full answer.
The children weren't enrolled in school, the family moved around over the past two decades, and neighbors said they'd never spotted the kids. The children remained mostly confined to a small room in the house, investigators said, under deplorable conditions.
"Right under our noses and nobody was able to help them sooner," said Emily Collins, 27, owner of VC Farm & Floral in nearby McArthur, as she lamented how the case goes against the grain of the tight-knit community.

    
"It's just crazy with all the wonderful things going on in our little Hallmark town and this is what puts us on the radar. It's really sad," said the mother of three, who pulled out her chalk and decorated the sidewalk in front of her shop with bright flowers and stars drawn for the Fourth of July to cheer herself up.



    
        




    




Authorities said they had gone to the home Tuesday on an unrelated investigation and discovered the children -- ages 1 1/2 to 18 years old -- some of whom were unable to speak.
Seven were taken to hospitals, including one who was in critical condition, investigators said. Their current conditions weren't immediately known Thursday. Child welfare officials have temporary custody of the children.

    
        
    
Lawyers: Let the case 'play out'
Four people who are the children's parents and grandparents were arrested on child endangerment charges. Gary Siders Jr., 36, Gary Siders, 73, Elizabeth Siders, 33, and Christina Siders, 67, pleaded not guilty to child endangerment. Bond was set at $300,000 each.
The children's mother, Elizabeth Siders, married their father Gary Siders Jr. when she was 15, and all of the children are theirs, her attorney, Thomas Stolly, told The Associated Press. She was "crying and exhausted" when he met with her on Thursday, Stolly said.
"In fact, my client's first question to me when I walked into the jail and introduced myself was about her kids. She asked if her children were OK, she asked if I knew where they were, and she asked when she'd be able to see them again," Stolly said.

    
He wasn't able to answer those questions, "but I thought it was telling that her first concern was not, 'When can I get out of jail,' but was 'Are my children OK.'"

    
        
    
Stolly said his client told him that all of the children were born in area hospitals and she considers herself a full-time mom. She left high school after the 11th grade, he said, and Gary Siders Jr. was driving for Door Dash and looking for another job, he said.
Stolly said the prosecutor's office has not yet shared their evidence with him, but so far he hasn't seen anything that supports Ohio Attorney General Andy Wilson's description of the family as "pure evil."

    
"Evil requires malice, and I did not see any malice in Elizabeth," Stolly said.
He added: "I think that this is more so a case of isolation than a case of evil, and I think that there's an important distinction there. Because if that's all you know -- and you have to think someone at 15 years old doesn't know a whole lot about being an adult, about being a mother, about being a wife -- and that's been your worldview for the past 17 or 18 years, you get shaped by that."
Stolly said Elizabeth didn't characterize herself as a victim, but "I think it may be too early to actually determine what was going on there." 
"While the headlines may be sensational, there's a real human component to this and so I would ask people to give this process time to play out," Stolly said.
An attorney for the elder Siders also urged the public to wait before passing judgment.
"We ask that the community at large, as well as anyone who might have an interest in this case, to take a deep breath, step back, and let the case play out and the facts play out," Dorian Baum told The Associated Press.
Attorneys for Siders Jr. and Christina Siders declined to comment.

    
Little traffic on home's rural road
A man who lives three houses down from the Siders family said he had seen "no kids at all" there.
"It's a sad situation," said Joseph Stewart, 60, who has lived in the "quiet neighborhood" for six years.
Authorities wouldn't publicly share the nature of the other investigation that led them to the house Tuesday. However, court records show a warrant was issued for Siders Jr. that day on misdemeanor indecent exposure charges related to alleged incidents on four days in May. He has pleaded not guilty.
On Thursday, windows and doors at the formerly wide-open home, about 60 miles (97 kilometers) southeast of Columbus, had been boarded up. Police tape and piles of refuse remained.

    
The previous day, a door was ajar and heaps of trash and children's toys were visible inside. A wood deck and the backyard were filled with discarded tires, a high chair and other debris.
The house sits on a road tucked alongside a steep railroad embankment, where tracks carry rumbling trains to a rail yard in the village of fewer than 1,000 residents. The closest neighbors are separated by trees and thick brush, but the house is easily visible from the road.
Kids not seen in schools
Investigators said members of the family had moved around southern Ohio over the past two decades and that it looks like they avoided creating a medical or governmental paper trail. The Vinton County Local School District, the only district in the area, said it has no records indicating that any of the children were ever enrolled.
"These folks were pretty good at hiding these kids," Wilson, the state attorney general, said Wednesday.
The children's absence from school, and the apparent lack of regular visits with medical professionals, likely contributed to keeping the dire situation unknown, said Jacqueline Yahn, an associate professor at Ohio University.
"When kids are isolated or not participating, you don't have someone who's trained to know the clues," said Yahn, who specializes in rural education and poverty. "A well-check is called that for a reason: They're checking for well-being and development."
Investigators were reviewing whether the family was reported to any children's services agencies in the past. 

The children spent most of their time in a room that was roughly 12 feet by 12 feet (3.5 meters by 3.5 meters), according to investigators, who noted that human waste was all around.
"They looked like almost feral animals. It was terrible," Wilson said.
___
Boone reported from Boise, Idaho. Associated Press reporter Ed White in Detroit contributed.
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                    U.S. News

    Top FBI agent in Chicago abruptly leaving post after being pushed to retire, AP sources say




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Douglas DePodesta, special agent in charge of the Chicago Field Office, speaks with reporters at the Dirksen Federal Courthouse in Chicago, Feb. 12, 2025. (Anthony Vazquez/Chicago Sun-Times via AP, File)]
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[image: Federal Bureau of Investigation insignias adorn desks in the agency's Joint Operations Center in New York, Thursday, June 4, 2026, ahead of the World Cup soccer tournament. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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            ERIC TUCKER and ALANNA DURKIN RICHER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The head of the FBI's Chicago field office is abruptly leaving his position, according to a resignation message he sent to colleagues and multiple people familiar with the situation who said he was told to retire.
Douglas DePodesta has served as special agent in charge in Chicago, one of the FBI's largest offices, for nearly two years and has been with the bureau since 2002. 
He told colleagues that his last day would be Monday, according to a message seen by The Associated Press. Multiple people familiar with the matter, speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss a personnel move, said DePodesta had been pushed to retire.
The events leading up to his departure were not immediately clear, but DePodesta alluded in his farewell note to a conflict that he suggested had precipitated it. 
"I've never backed down from a fight, as long as it meant our personnel could continue serving the FBI's mission," DePodesta wrote in the message. "Unfortunately, that has proved unpopular over time and my departure is a consequence of that."

    
The move is part of a broader upheaval in the FBI's workforce as Director Kash Patel has sought to force out line agents and supervisors alike who are perceived as not supporting the Trump administration agenda. It also comes amid prolonged tumult in the law enforcement community in Chicago, whose top federal prosecutor, Andrew Boutros, described this week a sweeping review of more than 1,000 grand jury presentations made by Illinois prosecutors following the dismissal of a high-profile case over misconduct.


The FBI declined to comment Thursday, but the bureau's "rapid response" social media account on X responded to a separate post about DePodesta's departure by saying: "It's simple: Anyone who is not on board with THIS FBI under the leadership of President Trump -- which has achieved the lowest murder rate ever -- is free to leave."

    
        
    
DePodesta also quoted in his note from a farewell message from Patel's predecessor, former Director Chris Wray, who reminded the workforce that "you have been who the American people have turned to in their darkest moments" and praised them for having "stayed true to the values that define who we are, and to the qualities for which we stand: Fidelity, Bravery and Integrity."

DePodesta joined the FBI in Chicago in 2002 and worked drug investigations. He later held senior roles at FBI headquarters in Washington and in Detroit and Memphis before being named top agent in Chicago in August 2024.
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                    U.S. News

    Couple charged with felonies for Empire State Building climb-turned-proposal
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            Two people got to the top of the Empire State Building's antenna and unfurled a banner about "the power of love" at midday Wednesday, before descending, embracing, taking selfies and ultimately being arrested.
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            Two people who got to the top of the Empire State Building's antenna and unfurled a banner about "the power of love" have been arrested. It's unclear how the pair gained access passed security. (AP Video by Robert Bumsted, Emily Wang and Joseph Frederick)
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            Bodycam footage shows officers arresting two people after scaling the Empire State Building's antenna and unfurling a banner about "the power of love." It was apparently part of an audacious, high-altitude marriage proposal. It's unclear how the pair gained access to the antenna.
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            Two people got to the top of the Empire State Building's antenna and unfurled a banner about "the power of love" at midday Wednesday, before descending, embracing, taking selfies and ultimately being arrested.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Angelina Nikolau and Ivan Kuznetsov, who go by Angela Nikolau and Ivan Beerkus, depart New York criminal courthouse building on Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Jennifer Peltz)]
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            Angelina Nikolau and Ivan Kuznetsov, who go by Angela Nikolau and Ivan Beerkus, depart New York criminal courthouse building on Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Jennifer Peltz)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A person is shown atop the spire of the Empire State Building, in New York, Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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            A person is shown atop the spire of the Empire State Building, in New York, Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Two people descend the spire of the Empire State Building, in New York, Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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            Two people descend the spire of the Empire State Building, in New York, Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Two people stand on the tip of the antenna of the Empire State Building while holding a banner on Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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            Two people stand on the tip of the antenna of the Empire State Building while holding a banner on Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Two people stand on the tip of the antenna of the Empire State Building in New York while holding a banner on Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (WABC-TV via AP)]
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            Two people stand on the tip of the antenna of the Empire State Building in New York while holding a banner on Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (WABC-TV via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    

    
    



            By 
            JENNIFER PELTZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A skyscraper-scaling daredevil told police that he and his girlfriend climbed the Empire State Building's antenna and unfurled a banner about love and peace because he wanted to "do something special" for their engagement, prosecutors said Thursday at the couple's arraignment on felony reckless endangerment, burglary and other charges. 
The couple, who go by Angela Nikolau and Ivan Beerkus, said little as they left court, though Beerkus responded to a journalist's question about the stunt by saying: "We believe in love."
Authorities said the two -- who were the subject of the 2024 Netflix documentary " Skywalkers: A Love Story " about their "rooftopping" exploits and budding romance -- created not only a spectacle but a danger by ascending the famed skyscraper's broadcast antenna Wednesday. 
After reaching the top, 1,454 feet (443 meters) above midtown Manhattan, the climbers displayed a black banner reading: "When the power of love beats the love of power the world knows peace," news helicopter video showed. 

    
Then they collected the banner and descended to a slightly lower ledge, where an apparently successful marriage proposal unfolded. Nikolau posted images of the escapade on her social media accounts, including a photo that modeled an engagement-style ring above a bird's-eye view of Manhattan. 



    
        




    




Police waited about a half-hour for the antenna to be powered down before Emergency Services Unit officers started ascending and eventually intercepted the climbers on their way down, according to the complaint, which noted the danger to officers who climbed about 1,250 feet (381 meters) above the ground. The court document identified the two by their formal names, Angelina Nikolau and Ivan Kuznetsov. 

    
        
    
"Skywalkers: A Love Story" follows Beerkus, now 32, and Nikolau, 33, as they make often unauthorized ascents of tall structures, sometimes posing as construction workers to sneak in. 

    
The court complaint said police found a broken lock on a security door on the Empire State Building's restricted-access 104th floor, which provides access to the antenna. The highest public floor is the 102nd, where there's an observation deck. Going higher requires a key card, according to the court complaint. 

    
        
    
The Empire State Building's management has called the climb "unauthorized" but hasn't answered questions about what interactions, if any, the daredevils had with security workers. Visitors to the skyscraper are screened and told not to bring large packages, sports equipment, costumes or masks, among other items.
Beerkus and Nikolau were released without bail, in accordance with New York laws that restrict when monetary bail can be set. Their attorney, Jason Krinsky, said outside court that once prosecutors provide evidence, he and his clients would assess it and determine next steps.
"What a way to propose -- something you can only dream of," Krinsky said. "So you've got to, you know, give him some credit for that."

Other daredevils have climbed the antenna and other parts of the Empire State Building. Those ascents have largely been unauthorized, but actor and musician Jared Leto was allowed to climb up to the base of the antenna from the 86th floor in 2023 to promote a tour.
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    Supreme Court declines to halt $800-a-day fine for ex-Fox News reporter refusing to divulge sources




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Supreme Court is seen Tuesday, June 30, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]



        

        
        
            
                    The Supreme Court is seen Tuesday, June 30, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            LINDSAY WHITEHURST and ERIC TUCKER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Thursday declined to intervene after a judge ordered an $800-a-day fine for a former Fox News reporter if she refuses to reveal her confidential source for stories about a Chinese American scientist who was investigated by the FBI but never charged.
The high court rebuffed an emergency appeal from Catherine Herridge. The veteran investigative reporter has been held in civil contempt as part of a lawsuit that scientist Yanping Chen filed against the government over the leak. 
Chief Justice John Roberts previously put a short-term hold on the fine as the court considered the appeal. On Thursday, the court said it was denying Herridge's bid to stay the fine. Justice Brett Kavanaugh supported granting the application for a stay, the court said.
Herridge published a series for Fox News in 2017 that examined Chen's ties to the Chinese military and raised questions about whether the scientist was using a professional school she founded in Virginia to help the Chinese government get information about American servicemembers.

    
Fox News Media expressed disappointment in the decision. 


"Protecting the confidentiality of journalistic sourcing and the integrity of the newsgathering process is fundamental to a free and functioning democracy. While we are deeply disappointed by the Court's decision, our commitment to defending these critical First Amendment principles remains unwavering and we will be reviewing our options to further fight this injustice," the network said in a statement. 

    
        
    
Herridge's attorneys did not immediately respond to messages seeking comment.
The stories relied on what Chen's lawyers say were items leaked from the probe into statements she made on immigration forms related to work on a Chinese astronaut program.
Those include snippets of an FBI document summarizing an interview conducted during the investigation, personal photographs, and information taken from her immigration and naturalization forms and from an internal FBI PowerPoint presentation, according to court documents.

    
The six-year probe never resulted in charges against Chen, and in 2018 she sued the FBI and the Justice Department.
Her suit said that both her personal and professional life were upended amid a wave of negative media attention after the leak, leading to hate mail and death threats. She accused the government of violating the Privacy Act, which prohibits the public disclosure of private information about individuals without their consent.
A judge ordered Herridge to answer questions about her source or sources in a deposition with Chen's lawyers. U.S. District Judge Christopher Cooper in Washington ruled that Chen's need to know for the sake of her lawsuit overcame Herridge's right to shield her source.
Herridge was interviewed under oath but declined to answer questions about her sources. The judge eventually held her in contempt, and the fine was set to begin after the order was upheld by an appeals court panel.
The case has been closely watched by media advocates, who say forcing journalists to betray a promise of confidentiality could make sources think twice before providing information to reporters that could expose government wrongdoing.

    
"Journalists facing contempt should not have to muster large payments to the court while they seek to vindicate First Amendment rights," said Bruce Brown, president of the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press. "And forcing them to betray source confidences always has a harmful impact on the free flow of information to the public."
Chen's lawyers say they have exhausted other ways to identify the leaker, and the identity is key to making their case that the Privacy Act was violated. Attorney Andrew Phillips said they hope Thursday's decision will help bring the matter to a close. 

"Dr. Chen, like any other American citizen, is entitled to discover the identity of the federal official(s) who abused their access to an American's private information and leaked it to cause her harm. That type of corrupt, unlawful conduct is exactly what the Privacy Act was designed to address," he said. 
Herridge reported for Fox News and CBS News before recently becoming an independent journalist.
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    Former Olympian indicted on felony charge over alleged Reflecting Pool vandalism




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
    
        
            
                
            
        
        
        


    

            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            Former Olympian indicted on felony charge in what Trump called Reflecting Pool vandalism

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool is seen, Monday, June 29, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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            The Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool is seen, Monday, June 29, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People take photos of a mother duck and her ducklings at the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool Tuesday, June 23, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jon Elswick)]
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[image: Signage and security fencing warns of explosives along the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool ahead of July 4th events on the National Mall, Wednesday, July 1, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)]
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            Signage and security fencing warns of explosives along the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool ahead of July 4th events on the National Mall, Wednesday, July 1, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: American David Hearn, of Bethesda, Md., makes his way through the C1 slalom course, Sept. 17, 2000, at Whitewater Stadium in Penrith, Australia. (AP Photo/Koji Sasahara, File)]
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            American David Hearn, of Bethesda, Md., makes his way through the C1 slalom course, Sept. 17, 2000, at Whitewater Stadium in Penrith, Australia. (AP Photo/Koji Sasahara, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers lay nets in the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool to catch debris from the Fourth of July fireworks display, Tuesday, June 30, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)]
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            LINDSAY WHITEHURST and MEG KINNARD

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A former Olympian was indicted Thursday on a felony charge in what President Donald Trump has called vandalism of the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool, where a renovation project he launched has been riddled with problems.
David Hearn, a former Olympic canoe racer, was indicted on a single count of property destruction in Washington, D.C., court. 
District of Columbia U.S. Attorney Jeanine Pirro said Hearn ripped up recently installed sealant on the pool in "a deliberate act" that caused more than $1,000 in damage. She accused him of "forcefully and violently" pulling up the bottom liner "with both hands" and acting belligerently toward an employee who told him to stop. 
"This is a case with tremendous evidence," she said, adding that authorities have made about six other misdemeanor arrests. 
In a statement, Democracy Defenders Fund co-founder Norm Eisen and Mary Dohrmann, senior counsel at Washington Litigation Group, said that they represented Hearn and that the charges were "outrageous and should be alarming to every American." Eisen and Dohrmann construed the case as representative of "the misuse of government power against an ordinary citizen based on a concocted narrative."

    
Hearn didn't immediately return a phone call seeking comment. He previously told The Associated Press that he reached into the pool on June 19 to examine the newly peeled coating. He said he briefly touched a chunk that was still attached to the side of the pool, then let go shortly after a park worker told him to.



    
        




    




"I'm a curious citizen," Hearn said in a telephone interview last month. "I reached down to see what it felt like. It was very rubbery."

    
        
    
Hearn, 67, of Bethesda, Maryland, owned a company that made composite materials used to build watercraft. 
Saying that he stopped by the pool during a 64-mile bike ride, Hearn said he was detained by National Guard troops and U.S. Park Police for five hours before being released. 

    
Trump said last month that federal authorities made "multiple arrests" of people he accused of vandalizing the Reflecting Pool as he struggled to explain why the $16-million rehabilitation project he launched for the nation's 250th anniversary seemingly backfired. Without providing any substantiation, he also said vandals dumped fertilizer into the pool and slashed the coating with a box cutter.

In subsequent days, National Guard members and Park Police patrolled the deck around the Reflecting Pool as Trump's administration faced a self-imposed deadline to fix a botched renovation before the nation's 250th anniversary celebration. Contractors and federal workers used chemicals and ozone nanobubbles to combat an algae bloom, and Trump has said that problems most likely require draining the pool again for liner repairs.
___
Kinnard reported from Columbia, S.C.
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    How 'Country Roads' became the soundtrack of the US team's World Cup run




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: United States' Weston McKennie (8) and Christian Pulisic (10) celebrate winning the World Cup round of 32 soccer match between the United States and Bosnia in Santa Clara, Calif., near San Francisco, Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Eakin Howard)]
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[image: United States' Weston McKennie (8) celebrates after winning the World Cup Group D soccer match against Australia in Seattle, Friday, June 19, 2026. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: US fans react after the World Cup Group D soccer match between the United States and Australia in Seattle, Friday, June 19, 2026. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren)]
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[image: United States head coach Mauricio Pochettino, left, celebrates with supporters following the World Cup round of 32 soccer match between the United States and Bosnia in Santa Clara, Calif., near San Francisco, Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)]
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[image: United States' Malik Tillman (17) celebrates with teammates after scoring on a free kick during the World Cup round of 32 soccer match between the United States and Bosnia in Santa Clara, Calif., near San Francisco, Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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                                        It's become one of the enduring scenes of the U.S. team during this World Cup: jubilant U.S. players joining tens of thousands of fans in singing John Denver's "Take Me Home, Country Roads" at the end of their matches.
Even coach Mauricio Pochettino, who was born in Argentina and lives in Spain, got in on the act after Wednesday's 2-0 victory over Bosnia-Herzegovina, belting out the words to Denver's anthem as he hugged his players and staff members.
"Country Roads" cowriter Bill Danoff told The Associated Press that he's honored that the U.S. team has embraced the song, and that Denver, who died in a plane crash in 1997, would have relished watching the most recent match.
"It was such an exciting game -- they were down a player with a red card, but they still won," said Danoff, who has started to become more of a soccer fan in recent weeks, partially due to the "Country Roads" connection. "I thought, 'Gee, I wish John was still here.' John got super excited about stuff like that, and it would have been fun to watch that game with him."

    
The John Denver estate told the AP that it is "thrilled" by the song's latest revival at the World Cup, saying "Country Roads" has endured because its message transcends geography, and that its "simple, clear, and relatable" lyrics make it perfect for a sing-along.



    
        




    




"Everyone knows what 'Take me home to the place I belong' is about," the estate said Thursday. "It's not limited to West Virginia."
Here's how a song inspired by a Maryland drive became a World Cup anthem.

    
        
    
The song has its origins in Maryland, not West Virginia
Despite the lyrics' heartfelt embrace of West Virginia, Danoff has said the inspiration for the song came from a drive he and his then-wife, cowriter Taffy Nivert, took along Maryland's winding Clopper Road to attend a family reunion in Gaithersburg, some 25 miles (40 kilometers) east of the West Virginia border.
"I just started thinking, country roads, I started thinking of me growing up in western New England and going on all these small roads," Danoff told Washington's WRC-TV in 2020. "It didn't have anything to do with Maryland or anyplace."
At the time, Danoff hadn't spent considerable time in West Virginia. He was familiar, though, with Appalachian music broadcast from Wheeling, West Virginia's famous WWVA radio station, which he listened to while growing up in Springfield, Massachusetts. Danoff said he was also inspired by the West Virginia-born actor Chris Sarandon, as well as the West Virginian members of a commune who would frequently attend his gigs.

    
        
    
Danoff said he and Nivert were planning to try to sell the song to Johnny Cash, but when they played an unfinished version one night in their apartment for their friend John Denver, the singer-songwriter convinced them to let him record it instead. The song, released in 1971, turned into Denver's biggest hit and has been a mainstay for decades.
"I don't know all of the ways that song must have touched people, but I'm grateful that I have somehow been able to say something that has meaning for others," Denver wrote years later.

    
'Country Roads' finds a new stage at the World Cup
According to The Athletic, FIFA officials added "Country Roads" to its postgame playlist options in hopes of creating a shared moment between the U.S. team and its supporters.
It made its debut at the end of the U.S.'s second match as the players celebrated their 2-0 win over Australia in Seattle. The song was an immediate hit both inside the stadium and on social media, as fans embraced the scenes of U.S. players waving to fans as they sang the lyrics. 
"You could feel the connection with the fans," midfielder Weston McKennie told reporters after the match.

    
John Denver's song didn't get quite the same reception on June 25 at Los Angeles Stadium, as it came after a deflating, though insignificant, last-minute U.S. loss to Turkey.
But it came back in force Wednesday evening in Santa Clara, California, as the U.S. defeated Bosnia-Herzegovina to advance to the round of 16. Perhaps none were more enthusiastic than midfielders McKennie and Sebastian Berhalter, who swung their arms wildly as they wandered around the field while singing to the fans.
During matches not involving the U.S. team, the song has frequently been played during hydration breaks and has also been met with roaring approval from fans who, moments previously, had been booing the start of each hydration break.

    
'Country Roads' has long been a sports staple 
It's hardly the first time that "Country Roads," has been used by sports fans. It has long been a mainstay at West Virginia University football games, where Mountaineer fans serenade the team after its home victories.

    


    
    
        
    



It's even found a home in Europe, where fans have been singing it during the NFL's annual visit to Germany since the first game in Munich in 2022. Fans there were used to singing the song during Oktoberfest celebrations.
And, in the English Premier League, Manchester United supporters years ago tweaked the words to sing about their own "home" -- Old Trafford stadium.

    
England's players have their own sing-along
While "Country Roads" is the U.S.'s unofficial anthem, the England national team during this tournament has similarly adopted Oasis' "Wonderwall."

Standing in a line, arms around each other's shoulders, the English players sang the 1995 hit after their 4-2 opening victory against Croatia, something that captain Harry Kane said was "one of my favorite ever moments in an England shirt."
The team has been repeating the post-match tradition after each match since. 
___
See more of AP's World Cup coverage here
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    A red card means trouble and controversy at the World Cup: Here's what to know




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Referee Raphael Claus of Brazil shows a red card to United States' Folarin Balogun, right, during the World Cup round of 32 soccer match between the United States and Bosnia in Santa Clara, Calif., near San Francisco, Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Referee Raphael Claus of Brazil shows a red card to United States' Folarin Balogun, right, during the World Cup round of 32 soccer match between the United States and Bosnia in Santa Clara, Calif., near San Francisco, Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: United States' Folarin Balogun (20) and Bosnia's Tarik Muharemovic (4) react after Balogun fouled Muharemovic during the World Cup round of 32 soccer match between the United States and Bosnia in Santa Clara, Calif., near San Francisco, Wednesday, July 1, 2026. Balogun received a red card on the play. (Stephen Lam/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: Referee Slavko Vincic, of Slovenia shows a red card to Ecuador's Piero Hincapie (3),not in picture, during the World Cup round of 32 soccer match between Mexico and Ecuador in Mexico City, Tuesday, June 30, 2026. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)]
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[image: Referee Dario Herrera, right, shows a red card to Belgium's Nathan Ngoy (25) during the World Cup Group G soccer match between Belgium and Iran in Inglewood, Calif., near Los Angeles, Sunday, June 21, 2026. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)]
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                                        The Americans are seeing red over the most controversial and consequential red card so far in the World Cup.
While the United States celebrated a 2-0 win over Bosnia-Herzegovina, fans and players were angry and frustrated by a second-half red card that sent off star striker Falorin Balogun. It will sideline him for the next match against Belgium on Monday.
The penalty, called after the referee watched a video replay, ignited debate over whether it was too harsh and whether other players, most notably Argentina's Lionel Messi, have unfairly avoided similar punishment.

    
What is a red card and how to earn one
Red cards are the most serious form of punishment in a referee's pocket. A red card does more than just send a player out of the game. It also means the team can't replace them and must play shorthanded. The ejected player is also suspended for the next match -- and sometimes longer depending on the offense.
The red and yellow card system of discipline was invented after the 1966 World Cup by former referee Ken Aston, who came up with the color-coded level of discipline while stopped at a traffic light. 
"I thought, 'Yellow, take it easy; red, stop, you're off'," said Aston, who died in 2001.
Much is left to the referee's discretion in the heat of play. A player who receives a second yellow card during a game is automatically ejected with a red card. Direct red cards usually result from more serious offenses, such as dangerous tackles and violent play.



    
        




    




Under FIFA rules, "Any player who lunges at an opponent in challenging for the ball from the front, from the side or from behind using one or both legs, with excessive force or endangers the safety of an opponent is guilty of serious foul play."

    
        
    
Balogun's red card sparked a debate over whether the foul should have been deemed intentional or just a hard tackle that would have justified a warning with a yellow card.
"It never was intentional," U.S. coach Mauricio Pochettino said. "If the intention is to damage the opponent, OK, I understand. But that never was. It was a normal action in football that you are fighting for the ball and your feet land."

    
        
    
The use of video review
The referee has the challenge of watching all the action all the time. In a tangle of bodies, something could be missed. FIFA introduced the use of Video Assisted Review, or VAR, in the World Cup in 2018.
In Balogun's case, Brazilian referee Raphael Claus didn't initially signal a card. But an order from the VAR officials to review the replay in slow motion resulted in the red card. 
That sparked another debate of whether the play looked worse and more intentional in slow motion.
Former France striker Thierry Henry, now a studio analyst for the World Cup with Fox Sports, criticized the red card.
"You need to have some common sense," Henry said. "Where is the player supposed to put his foot there in that situation?"

    
There is no path to appeal. Balogun has to sit one out
As it stands, Balogun will miss the next game but could return for the quarterfinals if the U.S beats Belgium to advance. 
There is no appeal for a red card suspension unless FIFA assesses a penalty of more than one game. FIFA could increase the ban if it believes the challenge deserves a harder punishment.
Portugal star Cristiano Ronaldo avoided missing games in the World Cup after a serious red card incident in qualifying. FIFA instead determined two games of a three-match ban would be deferred during a one-year "probationary" period. Ronaldo missed only a 9-1 win over Armenia.

    
Are star players getting favorable treatment?
Critics have been raising this question since the start of tournament as some of the top players have been entangled in questionable plays, most notably Messi.
In Argentina's first match, Messi's studs-up challenge from behind caught Algeria defender Aissa Mandi on the calf and Achilles tendon. It left Mandi rolling on the ground and clutching his leg. 
Messi immediately put his arms up like he didn't mean to hack Mandi's leg. Algeria was awarded a free kick but the tournament's biggest star wasn't booked, stayed in the game finished with a hat trick.
Video clips of the Messi foul began flying around social media by the next day, and caught fire again after the Balogun red card.

    
American defender Weston McKennie called the red card against Balogun "disappointing." Balogun is the top scorer for the U.S. with three goals.
"I think there's been many other plays like that throughout the tournament on other players that a card wasn't given at all," McKennie said.
Welcome to World Cup controversy
The American aren't the first to howl over a red card and won't be the last. The complaints come after send-offs and no-calls alike.
In 1998, England's David Beckham was dismissed in the second half of a round of 16 match against Argentina for tripping Diego Simeone in retaliation. In 2006, England's Wayne Rooney was sent off of a quarterfinal loss to Portugal after he stomped prone Portuguese defender Ricardo Carvalho in the groin. 
The most famous World Cup red card sent France legend Zinedine Zidane out of the 2006 final after he headbutted Italy's Marco Materazzi. Italy would win on penalty kicks.


    
The most famous non-call came in the 2010 final when the Netherlands' Nigel de Jong wasn't sent off for his studs-up kick into the chest of Spain's Xabi Alonso in the first half. Spain would win in extra time.
___
AP Sport Writer Josh Dubow contributed.
___
See more of AP's World Cup coverage here
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    Permit obtained by AP shows schedule for Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce's wedding
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            Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce's wedding is slated to begin at 5 p.m. Friday at New York's Madison Square Garden and could last until 4 a.m. the next morning. The Associated Press is outside, even in a heat wave, to deliver the latest updates on what some are calling "America's royal wedding." Video by Ted Shaffrey Produced by Kiki Sideris

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A worker unloads portable air-conditioning units outside of Madison Square Garden ahead of a reported wedding between singer Taylor Swift and National Football League player Travis Kelce on Thursday, July 2, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Ryan Murphy)]
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            A worker unloads portable air-conditioning units outside of Madison Square Garden ahead of a reported wedding between singer Taylor Swift and National Football League player Travis Kelce on Thursday, July 2, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Ryan Murphy)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Travis Kelce, left, and Taylor Swift pose after the AFC Championship NFL football game against the Buffalo Bills, Jan. 26, 2025, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File)]
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[image: A worker holds "No Parking" signs prior to posting as trucks fill the loading dock outside New York's Madison Square Garden, Wednesday, July 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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[image: K-9's walk into Madison Square Garden ahead of a reported wedding between Taylor Swift and National Football League player Travis Kelce on Thursday, July 2, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Ryan Murphy)]
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            K-9's walk into Madison Square Garden ahead of a reported wedding between Taylor Swift and National Football League player Travis Kelce on Thursday, July 2, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Ryan Murphy)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A black vehicle enters Madison Square Garden ahead of a reported wedding between Taylor Swift and National Football League player Travis Kelce on Thursday, July 2, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Ryan Murphy)]
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            A black vehicle enters Madison Square Garden ahead of a reported wedding between Taylor Swift and National Football League player Travis Kelce on Thursday, July 2, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Ryan Murphy)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce's wedding will begin at 5 p.m. Friday and stretch until the early hours of Saturday morning, closing several blocks in the heart of Manhattan during the busy holiday weekend, according to a copy of a city permit obtained by The Associated Press and new details provided by police. 
The application -- for a "Special Event at MSG" -- was approved Wednesday night by New York City's permitting office, according to a spokesperson for Mayor Zohran Mamdani.
The permit shows 100 guests will begin arriving at Madison Square Garden at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday for a "pre party celebration," which officials described as an intimate rehearsal dinner. Thursday evening, black sport utility vehicles were seen driving into a tented area, shielding views of who was going into MSG. 

    
        
    
A full street closure will then go into effect overnight, allowing crews to erect a "drive through tent" next to a separate "entrance tent," according to the permit.

    
The "main event" will begin at 5 p.m. Friday, per the application, with the option to continue until 4 a.m. the next morning. That party can host up to 1,000 people, records show. 



    
        




    




Beginning on Friday afternoon, several blocks surrounding the arena will be off-limits to vehicles and partially closed to pedestrians, according to information shared by police on Thursday afternoon. 
Access to Penn Station -- the busiest rail hub in the U.S., sitting directly below the arena -- will be heavily restricted, with transit users urged to use a separate entrance further from the venue. 

    
        
    
The approval of the permit comes as city officials and Swift's representatives have continued to stay silent about the festivities -- angering some business owners and residents, who have called for more transparency around a private event that will soak up public resources.
A spokesperson for the NYPD did not respond to a question Thursday about the purpose of the street closures. 

    
Behind the scenes, emails obtained by the AP show city officials have been aware of the wedding -- and its impact on city streets -- for nearly a month. 
On June 8, the director of the city's street permitting office, Dawn Tolson, emailed several City Hall staffers to discuss a permit application "in association with the T&T wedding," an apparent reference to Taylor and Travis. 
The application included a request for "full street closures" on July 3 and 4, under the subject line: "Wedding Bells Are Ringing."
Mamdani, who previously said the city would have to cut back on large scale events this summer due to the demands posed by the World Cup and America250 festivities, has declined to discuss the city's role in the wedding event. 
"The NYPD will of course have a detail in place, but I'm not going to go into more specifics at this time," New York Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch said at a news conference on Wednesday. 
Michael O'Brien, who co-owns O'Briens Bar and Grill across from the arena, said the city should do more to publicize the impact on local businesses -- and that the newlyweds-to-be should foot the bill for any lost revenue. 

    
"This is, in my opinion, ridiculous," O'Brien said. "If they can afford to buy the permits, they can afford this big lavish ceremony, why don't they just buy out the local businesses instead of having us adversely affected?"
But others seemed unbothered by the secrecy and precautions around the much-anticipated nuptials. 

"She's just so important in everyone's life," said Alyssa Heinen, one of scores of Swift fans who gathered outside the arena on Thursday afternoon. "We grew up with Taylor Swift, and just seeing her now find love -- I feel like it's inspiring to so many women. It's so nice to see her so happy."
_____
Associated Press video journalist Joseph B. Frederick in New York contributed to this report.
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    Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce donate $26M to charities ahead of wedding
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            Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce will celebrate their wedding at Madison Square Garden on Friday night, according to a law enforcement official briefed on the security plans. The person spoke to The Associated Press on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to publicly discuss the events. Nothing has been publicly confirmed by the couple, despite multiple requests from The Associated Press.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Taylor Swift felicita al *tight end* de los Kansas City Chiefs, Travis Kelce (a la derecha), mientras celebran la victoria de los Chiefs sobre los Buffalo Bills en el partido por el campeonato de la AFC de la NFL, el 26 de enero de 2025, en Kansas City, Misuri. (Foto AP/Charlie Riedel, archivo)]
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                                        Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce have donated $26 million to charities this week ahead of their Friday wedding at Madison Square Garden.
The donations were spread out across 20 local and national charities, according to Swift's publicist, with many located in areas where the couple has deep ties. The announcement did not include any mention of Swift and Kelce's wedding, but a law enforcement official briefed on security plans has told AP that the wedding will be held Friday, with a smaller rehearsal dinner Thursday night.
Nine of the selected organizations are based in New York, ranging from the Food Bank For NYC, City Harvest, to Musical Mentors, a nonprofit that connects music teachers with students in need.
Just how much each charity received was not disclosed. 
Other charities reflected where Swift and Kelce have also called home, including the Rhode Island Community Food Bank -- where Swift owns an estate in Watch Hill -- and the Children's Mercy Hospital in Kansas City, Missouri -- where Kelce plays tight end for the Kansas City Chiefs.

    
A handful of national groups also received money: Dolly Parton's Imagination Library, a book giveaway program spearheaded by the music legend; the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and Feeding America.



    
        




    




The large donations ahead of Swift and Kelce's wedding is reminiscent of charitable gifts the couple has given in the past. Swift, a billionaire, gave millions to food banks ahead of her Eras Tour stops, while Kelce has been recognized by the Chiefs for winning "charity challenges" and operating his own nonprofit. 

    
        
    
Swift and Kelce have been in a relationship since 2023, enthralling millions around the world. Their relationship have been documented in countless shots of Swift celebrating at Chiefs games and fan videos of Kelce dancing along at Swift's Eras concert tour as it traveled the globe. In 2025, they announced their engagement with the caption but have remained mum on wedding details. 

Yet buzz has remained high around New York's MSG, with multiple trucks and crews going in and out delivering materials for what is expected to be an elaborate event. 
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    A fairytale at MSG: Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce's wedding set to take place




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A worker unloads portable air-conditioning units outside of Madison Square Garden ahead of a reported wedding between singer Taylor Swift and National Football League player Travis Kelce on Thursday, July 2, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Ryan Murphy)]
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[image: Travis Kelce, izquierda, y Taylor Swift posan tras el partido por el campeonato de la AFC de la NFL contra los Buffalo Bills, el 26 de enero de 2025, en Kansas City, Misuri. (Foto AP/Ashley Landis, archivo)]
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[image: NYPD officers stand by outside of Madison Square Garden ahead of a reported wedding between singer Taylor Swift and National Football League player Travis Kelce on Thursday, July 2, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Ryan Murphy)]
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[image: K-9's walk into Madison Square Garden ahead of a reported wedding between Taylor Swift and National Football League player Travis Kelce on Thursday, July 2, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Ryan Murphy)]
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                                        Today will be a fairytale. 
Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce's wedding is slated to take place Friday at Madison Square Garden, where the couple's closest friends and family -- and several hundred more -- will attend what is expected to be an elaborate event inside the iconic New York venue. 
Many of the details surrounding the pending nuptials are still unknown, but a city permit obtained by The Associated Press shows that Friday's wedding event is scheduled to start at 5 p.m. and could last until 4 a.m. the next morning. A law enforcement official briefed on security plans had previously told the AP that a smaller rehearsal dinner would be held Thursday night. A tented area shielded guests from view as they were dropped off Thursday evening. The official spoke on condition of anonymity because they weren't authorized to discuss the events publicly.

    
The wedding is the latest development in the superstar singer and football player's relationship, which has continued to thrill and fascinate millions around the world -- particularly the Swifties, the pop star's enormous and ardent fan base -- for the past three years ever since the pair first started dating.



    
        




    




Key questions remain over how Swift and Kelce have transformed MSG into a wedding venue fit for a billionaire and the star tight end for the Kansas City Chiefs, as well as who may perform and who will officiate. Trucks and crews have been going in and out of the venue for days, setting up tents and whisking massive materials inside, setting off more speculation about MSG's makeover. 

    
        
    
And while fans have seen Swift wear wedding dresses in plenty of music videos over the years, many also remain eager to see what looks she will unveil at the wedding. 
Perhaps the biggest puzzle surrounds the selection of MSG. Swifties, commentators and the public have spent weeks debating the merits of the venue, some convincing themselves that it must be a smoke screen for the wedding to take place elsewhere. Others pointed to the arena's lack of windows and robust security, which would provide a rare opportunity for privacy for one of the most public couples in the world -- and crucially, add another layer of protection. 

    
New York Police Department Commissioner Jessica Tisch has repeatedly declined to confirm that Swift and Kelce's wedding would take place Friday at MSG but has said the department will have appropriate resources at each major event over the weekend, including at the venue. Still, police tried to get in on the fun Friday morning, posting a social media video of one of its chiefs standing outside MSG with a bullhorn tossing out a handful of not-so-veiled references to Swift tracks, at one point saying "this weather feels like a cruel summer," flicking at her song "Cruel Summer." 
The wedding is taking place during a jam-packed weekend even by New York's standards. It's the July Fourth weekend, where the city will be partake in celebrating the nation's 250th birthday. Separately, a parade of dozens of tall ships will take place on the Hudson River, and a World Cup game is scheduled in New Jersey. On top of everything, a massive heat wave is also coming to the northeast. 

Earlier this week, Swift and Kelce donated $26 million to 20 local and national charities across the U.S. Many of the organizations were located in areas where the couple has deep ties, including Nashville, Tennessee; Los Angeles; Kansas City, Missouri; and New York. 
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    Heat adds to strains on areas with data centers, raising the temperature on AI debates




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A data center built by the Markley Group looms over a residential neighborhood in Lowell, Mass., on June 30, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt O'Brien)]
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[image: A data center built by the Markley Group looms over a ballpark and residential neighborhood in Lowell, Mass., on June 30, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt O'Brien)]
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[image: A data center and its backup diesel generators built by the Markley Group loom over a ballpark and residential neighborhood in Lowell, Mass., on June 30, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt O'Brien)]
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                                        LOWELL, Mass. (AP) -- Eileen Castle's swimming pool, one of the only ones for blocks around, was once a refuge for neighborhood children on hot summer days.
But even as temperatures soared this week, Castle, 82, said she won't be filling the pool -- not with the data center behind her house buzzing with the sound of its industrial air conditioners and its backup diesel generators belching fumes at unexpected times. 
"I think about the air quality, the water, what effects it has on the kids in the area," she said on her front stoop as children whirred past on bicycles.
Hot weather of the kind sweeping the eastern U.S. drives up electricity demand for data centers, adding to their strain on power grids and worsening air quality for surrounding areas. The impact on communities like the racially diverse Sacred Heart neighborhood in Lowell, Massachusetts underscores why the artificial intelligence industry is feeling so much heat over the fast-sprouting facilities.

    
Around the country, data centers have been blamed increasingly for a host of environmental ills. Some tech industry figures say the facilities have become lightning rods for concerns over broader economic and societal changes posed by the AI boom. 



    
        




    




But on sweltering days, it's hard not to see the effects on Castle's neighborhood, which the state has designated as facing higher environmental and health risks because of a population that's been historically excluded from political decision-making. 

    
        
    
"It's majority low-income and working family, family members who are working hard every day to just try to put food on the table," said state Rep. Tara Hong, a Democrat who represents a heavily Cambodian American district in Lowell, a city of about 115,000 people northwest of Boston. "It's an inclusive place there and that data center is just smack in the middle of everything."

    
Data centers require more resources to cope with heat waves

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A data center and its backup diesel generators built by the Markley Group loom over a ballpark and residential neighborhood in Lowell, Mass., on June 30, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt O'Brien)]
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A heat wave is "almost the worst situation for data center operation," said Shaolei Ren, a professor at the University of California, Riverside, who has studied AI's environmental toll. 
A data center's racks of computer servers run hot and there are two ways to keep them running without interruption, Ren said: refrigeration-based cooling, which is energy-intensive, and evaporative cooling, which is water-intensive. 

    
        
    
Some data centers will turn to backup diesel generators as a "preventative measure" to mitigate the likelihood of an outage, Ren said. If the grid is highly stressed, grid operators will sometimes ask data centers to turn on their generators as "the last line of defense," Ren said. 
Diesel emissions can have harmful effects on human health, even with short-term exposure. If too many diesel generators are fired up during heat waves, Ren said that could be "a disaster for the local air quality.''
The operator of the Lowell data center, the Markley Group, said it has planted more than 2,000 trees nearby to improve air quality. CEO Jeff Markley said in a statement to The Associated Press that the company has switched on generators in an emergency only a handful of times.

    
"They are not run proactively or continuously; they engage only during an actual power disruption to keep critical systems online, plus brief weekly testing of about five minutes per unit, run one generator at a time," he said.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A data center built by the Markley Group looms over a ballpark and residential neighborhood in Lowell, Mass., on June 30, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt O'Brien)]
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A data center sprouted where a pasta factory made spaghetti
Markley said he chose Lowell because of its abundant water for cooling -- supplied by the same Merrimack River that powered 19th century textile mills in the Industrial Revolution. He said the Lowell facility uses about 118,000 gallons of water per day at the peak of summer, a small fraction of the city's daily consumption.
Castle, a lifelong resident, was among those who welcomed the Markley Group a decade ago when it first started building on the site of an abandoned Prince spaghetti factory. But about two years ago, when the Markley Group added its second cooling tank behind her above-ground swimming pool, along with a growing number of surveillance cameras, the relationship had soured.
In response to growing opposition, Lowell's City Council voted 10-0 in February to pass a moratorium blocking further data center expansion for a year.

    
Data center electricity use has grown in the last few years, said Jonathan Koomey, a researcher who has been studying the computing warehouses for 30 years. But it's "very much a local phenomenon," he said. On a national scale, Koomey said demand growth has been moderate in recent years and he doesn't expect that to change. 
"This is not a national crisis. It's not explosive growth nationally," he said. But in communities surrounding data centers, there are environmental costs, local economic costs, traffic and other concerns that need to be accounted for, Koomey added. 
When temperatures climb into triple digits -- as they're expected to this week in New England -- it's harder to push heat out of a data center. Keeping it cool then requires more power, as is true of commercial buildings and homes. That can strain power grids and pose a "real risk" of power outages, Koomey said. 

    
That strain looks different from the typical summer AC rush, when systems operators are dealing with "a lot of small loads" from individuals turning on home air conditioners, Koomey said. 
"One of the challenges that the data center operators face is that these data centers are pretty big loads. They are big enough that they have to think about how to coordinate them and make sure that they're not all cutting off at the same time or coming on at the same time,'' he said.
The North American Electric Reliability Corporation, a nonprofit that develops and enforces standards for the utility industry, recently issued an alert about the "unprecedented challenges from a surge in large power consumers" and developed guidelines to mitigate the "immediate risks posed'' by AI data centers. 
As servers heat up, so do community data center tensions 
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Tensions ran so high in Lowell this week that police officers temporarily detained a 14-year-old girl who spoke out of turn at a city-led community forum on data center zoning.
"I'm not hurting anyone," the girl shouted Monday after police officers escorted her from a middle school auditorium. "We just don't want data centers!"
A coalition of data center opponents is increasingly clashing with electricians employed by Markley and other data center backers who say the facility boosts Lowell's ties to the tech industry.

Criticized for calling police to the contentious meeting and later asking an officer to remove the girl, Lowell Mayor Erik Gitschier, whose office is nonpartisan, told local talk radio station WCAP he didn't know her age at the time and defended his efforts to try to bring decorum to a topic he said deserves debate.
"It was warm out," he said. "You had people who had definite, passionate positions and they were screaming." 
___
Huamani contributed from New York.
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    From poutine to barbecue, local cuisines give World Cup fans another reason to cheer




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People wearing World Cup shirts taste sandwiches at Pauli's sandwich shop in the North End of Boston, Wednesday, June 24, 2026. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Principal Paul Barker serves lobster rolls to World Cup tourists at Pauli's sandwich shop in the North End of Boston, Wednesday, June 24, 2026. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: A man picks up a sandwich delivery at Pauli's sandwich shop in the North End of Boston, Wednesday, June 24, 2026. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Gary Bishop of Glasgow, Scotland, center right, watches a screen showing the World Cup Group B soccer match between Switzerland and Canada during the FIFA Fan Festival on Wednesday, June 24, 2026, in Toronto. (AP Photo/Mike Householder)]
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                                        World Cup fans came from overseas for the cheering. But they're also doing a lot of chewing, delighting their hosts with rave reviews of North American cuisine.
"It's greasy, it's disgusting, but it's absolutely glorious," Jack Goodwin, a soccer enthusiast from London, said about the American food he has tried in Dallas, Boston, New York and Atlanta. 
"I don't want to say this because it's a little bit harsh, but the portions are a little bit larger -- a lot more tastier -- so I can understand the, um, obesity here. I don't want to be harsh, but yes, the food is fantastic here."

    
International visitors want to try popular fast-food chains and local gems
Many fans are making a point to try regional specialties or chains they can't find where they live, like In-N-Out Burger or Buc-ee's convenience stores. Erling Haaland, a striker for Norway's World Cup team, posted a photo on X of himself outside Katz's Delicatessen in New York.
Harrison Murphy, who was traveling from London with his brother for the knockout rounds, had breakfast at a Chick-fil-A in Atlanta this week.
"Have you had Chick-fil-A? It was fantastic and so cheap. The sauces are free! It was remarkable," Murphy said. "I said, 'This is my first time, what should I try?' The woman said, 'You've got to try the Chick-fil-A sauce.' My God, was it fantastic."


Gary Bishop had never heard of poutine -- often considered Canada's national dish -- until he arrived in Toronto for the World Cup. But the Glasgow, Scotland, resident proclaimed it "absolutely delicious."

    
        
    
"It was like chips with gravy, cheese. But it was a really thick gravy. Different from back home. Vinegar, there was lots of vinegar through it," said Bishop, who was sporting a Scotland jersey on a recent stroll through Toronto's FIFA Fan Festival. "Really nice."
Others are looking for a taste of home. Texas beer distributor Andrews Distributing welcomed a bus full of Dutch fans to its Dallas warehouse for Heinekens and dancing.

    
        
    
Host city restaurants are eager to introduce new customers to old favorites
It's a thrill for restaurant owners, from Cuban spots in Miami to barbecue joints in Kansas City and taco trucks in Mexico City.
"I have not seen anything like this ever in my life," said Paul Barker, the principal and founder of Pauli's, a Boston restaurant known for generously filled sandwiches and comfort foods. Fans from Scotland, Brazil, England and elsewhere have lined up for his famous lobster rolls and taken photos with staff members, Barker said.

    
"Food becomes a natural conversation starter," he said. "It's just been incredible for us to be part of this."

    
        
    
Some chains are leaning into the World Cup. Waffle House, the all-day breakfast chain with 2,000 restaurants across the South, opened a pop-up shop in downtown Atlanta to sell branded soccer balls, jerseys and patriotic gear. In a statement, the chain said it was "honored by the enthusiasm and curiosity" shown by visiting fans.
For other restaurants, World Cup fever has been a delightful surprise. Whataburger, a Texas-based chain with 1,100 locations, found itself in the spotlight after fans from Japan and elsewhere posted on social media about their visits.
"The attention has been completely organic and honestly pretty entertaining," Whataburger President and CEO Debbie Stroud said. "We knew the World Cup would bring the world to Texas and our footprint across 17 states. We just didn't realize so many visitors would leave talking about a patty melt."

    
Eating barbecue is high on the bucket lists of foreign foodies
Terry Black's Barbecue, a small Texas chain, figured authentic barbecue would be on many fans' must-try lists. It started sourcing extra meat more than a month ago for its locations in Dallas and Fort Worth, Texas, which are each about 20 minutes from the stadium where World Cup matches are played.
It takes Terry Black's four days to season and prepare its beef brisket and 12 hours to barbecue it. The chain also smokes turkey, pork and sausages on its pits, which run 24 hours a day.
The crush of World Cup fans has meant a lot of extra planning, said Darien Kapture, the chain's senior vice president of food and beverage operations. But it's also meant a lot of excitement, like the night Argentina supporters packed Terry Black's Dallas location to celebrate the team's victory over Austria, Kapture said.

    
"They were hooting and hollering and praising the brisket," Kapture said. "It's great to see that these folks are coming to America and getting to experience what we experience every day."
Goodwin, the visitor from London who said he "blew his mortgage" on a U.S. World Cup tour with his dad, deemed Terry Black's barbecue "the most gorgeous food ever."
"The best food we've had here is in Dallas," Goodwin said. "Texas barbecue. Unbelievable."

    
TSA reminds ranch dressing converts not to pack bottles in carry-on bags
Not every review has been positive. Some fans have complained about the high price of food in World Cup stadiums, for example. A British fan told the BBC that the breakfast tea he bought from Dunkin' was "not great."

But for the most part, there have been more thumbs up than thumbs down. So many World Cup visitors expressed love for ranch dressing, for example, that the Transportation Security Administration issued a light-hearted reminder that tourists should pack bottles of dressing in their checked bags.
___
AP Sports Writer Maura Carey contributed from Atlanta. AP Video Journalist Mike Householder contributed from Toronto.
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    Last-minute launch problem delays satellite rescue mission for NASA




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by NASA shows Kieran Wilson, LINK's principal investigator, and Hunter Robertson, a space systems engineer, both at Katalyst Space, standing next to their spacecraft inside the SES (Space Environment Simulator) at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Md., April 17, 2026, ahead of thermal vacuum testing. (Sophia Roberts/NASA via AP)]
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- A rush rescue mission to save a NASA space telescope remains grounded, this time because of a last-minute launch problem.
Northrop Grumman 's rocket-launching plane took off from the Marshall Islands in the Pacific on Thursday, following weather delays all week. But a software issue resulted in an abort, keeping the Pegasus rocket strapped to the plane's belly, according to NASA.
The problem has since been fixed, and another launch attempt was set for Friday.
The rocket holds a three-armed robotic spacecraft built by Katalyst Space Technologies to capture the Swift Observatory, which will come crashing down by October if no help arrives. No new launch date has been set.
NASA paused Swift's science operations earlier this year to preserve its orbit as long as possible. It has detected thousands of gamma ray bursts and exploding stars since its launch in 2004, tipping off other telescopes for more detailed observations. 

    
Anxious to continue Swift's scanning of the universe, the space agency hired Katalyst Space last September for the $30 million salvage operation.
___
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    Rescue mission launches to save NASA telescope that's falling back to Earth




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by NASA shows Kieran Wilson, LINK's principal investigator, and Hunter Robertson, a space systems engineer, both at Katalyst Space, standing next to their spacecraft inside the SES (Space Environment Simulator) at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Md., April 17, 2026, ahead of thermal vacuum testing. (Sophia Roberts/NASA via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    This photo provided by NASA shows Kieran Wilson, LINK's principal investigator, and Hunter Robertson, a space systems engineer, both at Katalyst Space, standing next to their spacecraft inside the SES (Space Environment Simulator) at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Md., April 17, 2026, ahead of thermal vacuum testing. (Sophia Roberts/NASA via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            MARCIA DUNN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- A three-armed spacecraft rocketed into orbit Friday to rescue a NASA telescope that's in danger of crashing back to Earth. 
Northrop Grumman launched Katalyst Space Technologies' Link spacecraft from the Marshall Islands in the Pacific. The Pegasus rocket blasted off from the belly of a modified airplane, putting Link on course to reach and capture NASA's Swift Observatory in about a month. 
Launched in 2004, Swift is sinking faster than ever because of recent solar storms. NASA is paying $30 million for Katalyst to capture the telescope and boost its orbit so it can continue tracking some of the biggest explosions in the universe, like gamma ray bursts and exploding stars.
If all goes well, Swift could be back scanning the cosmos by September. Observations are currently on hold to preserve the telescope's orbit as long as possible.

    
NASA's Hubble Space Telescope could be a candidate for a similar salvage operation in a few years. It's also slipping in altitude because of increased atmospheric drag caused by the sun's outbursts.
The 1.6-ton (1.4-metric ton) Swift currently is circling 224 miles (360 kilometers) above Earth. Katalyst aims to raise the telescope's altitude by 150 miles (240 kilometers), back to where it all began. Link's thrusters will fire to boost Swift slowly, so there's no heavy jostling.



    
        




    




Katalyst threw the mission together in just nine months. NASA insisted on a rush job because the telescope will be too low to recover by the fall. Without a boost, it's predicted to plunge to its demise in October.

    
        
    
Bad weather and technical issues caused a series of last-minute launch delays.
"This is a high-risk, high-reward mission," Katalyst Space CEO Ghonhee Lee said ahead of liftoff. "The biggest danger was always we don't launch anything and we let Swift burn up in the atmosphere. So we were always trying to avoid that risk, and our team has done that." 
___
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    FACT FOCUS: Experts say Trump's claims linking Democrats to communism are inaccurate




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump arrives to speak at the Faith & Freedom Coalition's policy conference at the Washington Hilton, Friday, June 26, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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                                        President Donald Trump has been warning recently that communism will pose a threat to the U.S. if Democrats win in the upcoming midterm elections.
"It's the biggest threat to our country, including World War I, World War II, Pearl Harbor, September 11th," he said on Wednesday, segueing into a political message as he visited the newly constructed Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library in North Dakota.
Last week, he referred to Democrats as "hard core, godless Communists" at the Faith & Freedom Coalition's 2026 policy conference.
Trump's latest round of attacks has followed primary victories by democratic socialist candidates. They are reminiscent of similar narratives he has employed throughout his political career.
But experts say his claims, echoed by Vice President J.D. Vance and other Republican leaders, are off base.
Here's a closer look at the facts.

    
TRUMP: "It's becoming a communist party. These are not social Dumocrats, these are hardcore, godless Communists."
THE FACTS: No candidate openly belonging to the U.S. Communist Party has ever been elected to state or federal office, according to experts. Although there are fringes of the Democratic Party that have expressed support for communist ideas, experts say that they still advocate for a market-based economy and that it is inaccurate to paint the entire party with such a broad brush. Trump recently began referring to Democrats pejoratively as "Dumocrats."



    
        




    




"The reality is that none of these major political figures in the Democratic Party, even those further out on the left, are identifying as communists," said Marc Selverstone, director of presidential studies at the University of Virginia's Miller Center for Public Affairs, adding that it's an opportunity to portray Democrats as marginal figures.

    
        
    
What is democratic socialism?
Selverstone, who authored a book on international communism, noted that Democrats who are more closely aligned with socialism and democratic socialism are still far from supporting basic communist ideals such as the abolition of private property or central economic planning. 
Rather, democratic socialists believe in providing a more extensive social safety net within the confines of democracy. The movement often centers on securing universal healthcare, higher taxes on the wealthy and stricter corporate regulation.
Some democratic socialists belong to the Democratic Socialists of America, a political and activist organization -- not a party.

    
How Trump uses the label
Over the years, Trump has labeled his opponents as communists and discussed the effectiveness of doing so. 
"All we have to do is define our opponent as being a communist or a socialist or somebody who is going to destroy our country," he told reporters at his New Jersey golf club in August 2024 while describing how he planned to defeat his Democratic opponent, then-Vice President Kamala Harris, whom he branded "comrade Kamala" in the presidential election.
Asked to comment on Trump's claims of communist beliefs among Democratic candidates, Kendall Witmer, the Democratic National Committee's rapid response director, said that the president is "grasping at straws" ahead of the midterms.
Olivia Wales, a White House spokeswoman, said that "the Democrats' embrace of socialism and communism is an existential threat to our country" and that Trump will "keep calling out their radicalism."

    
The Communist Party in today's politics
Communist Party USA has a small footprint in current U.S. politics. It brought in about 20,000 members over the past several years and is in the process of assessing how many are active, according to co-chair Joe Sims. He agreed that recent Democratic candidates cannot accurately be described as members of his party.
"I don't know of any of those candidates who are members of the Communist Party or who subscribe to Marxism in the tradition that our party comes from," he said. "Not that it would be a crime if there are such forces, but at this stage, I really don't see it."
Darializa Avila Chevalier, a declared democratic socialist who upset a fifth-term New York City congressman for the Democratic nomination to run in November, is facing scrutiny over deleted social media posts sympathetic to communism and related topics. She said in a statement sent to The Associated Press that she is "proud to be a democratic socialist," and her campaign confirmed that she does not identify as a communist.

    
Graham Platner won the Maine Democratic primary for U.S. Senate, setting up a high-stakes race against longtime incumbent Republican Sen. Susan Collins. He has similarly faced extensive criticism for old online comments, including one in which he called himself a communist. But he told CNN last October: "I'm not a communist. I'm not a socialist."
Harvey Klehr, an expert on American communism and professor emeritus at Emory University, said it is unlikely that Democrats who gravitate toward ideas associated with communism actually consider themselves members of the Communist Party.

    
A small number of communist candidates have been elected to local offices in the U.S. But experts say no open members of the Communist Party have won state or federal office.
There is a long history of U.S. politicians calling opponents communist or Marxist without evidence -- perhaps most infamously, Sen. Joseph McCarthy, who led efforts to blacklist accused communists in the 1950s. McCarthy's chief counsel during his televised hearings was Roy Cohn, who became Trump's mentor and fixer as he rose to prominence as a real estate mogul in New York.

"I think it's part of the arsenal of the right, which today means the Republican Party, largely, to pull out these accusations of communism, of godless communism," said Maurice Isserman, a professor of American history at Hamilton College and an expert in American communism.
___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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    This air conditioning strategy is the sweet spot for saving energy and money, experts say
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            Is it better to shut off your air conditioner when you leave, or keep it running? Experts say the answer isn't one-size-fits-all.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sonel Telemaque, left, wipes sweat from his brow while installing a new air conditioning unit alongside Brian Hermosillo during record-breaking heat March 19, 2026, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Caitlin O'Hara, File)]
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                                        Having air conditioning at home is a luxury that keeps people comfortable during the hottest months of the year, and it's debated whether the AC should stay blasting or be turned off when people head to work during the day.
Some swear that turning off the AC when they're gone for a few hours is the most energy-efficient, cost-saving method. Others say it's better to leave it running continuously, preventing the system from straining to rapidly cool the house down after the home has gotten warmer throughout the day. 
Three experts interviewed by The Associated Press agreed that setting the thermostat a few degrees higher than normal while you're away is generally the best way to balance energy efficiency against comfort and humidity. 
While turning an AC unit off for several hours and turning it back on can save money and energy compared to continuously running it, that approach can lead to mold problems in humid environments as well as wear and tear that can cause more frequent repairs. The equation can also vary depending on other factors including comfort level, AC unit type and building insulation.

    
Air conditioning strategies differ in humid or dry climates
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According to the U.S. Department of Energy, adjusting your thermostat by 7-10 degrees Fahrenheit (4-6 degrees Celsius) for eight hours a day can save up to 10% a year on heating and cooling.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Experts say there are a lot of factors to consider when deciding what AC habits save the most energy and money.
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[image: Amazon Web Services data center is visible on Aug. 22, 2024, in Boardman, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                AI is an energy and water hog, here's what you can do to counter that
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[image: A woman cools herself outside the Palace of Westminster in London, May 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                How to stay safe while traveling during extreme heat
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Vara Pikor returns an item at a clothing rental store in New York on Nov. 25, 2019. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Clothing rental services promise a sustainable alternative to fast fashion. Experts say it depends
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




"If you're gone for like 15 minutes to go to the grocery store, you don't get any gain" by turning off your AC, said Elizabeth Hewitt, professor and urban planning expert at Stony Brook University. 

    
        
    
But as a general rule, "if you're going for your work day, say for eight hours or so, you'll almost always save more energy and money by turning things off," she said. 
In some climates, however, turning off the AC might not be feasible, so residents can set back their AC a few degrees instead of blasting cold air all day.

    
In dry places like Arizona, you can let the home warm up more by raising the thermostat a few degrees higher. But in humid climates like Florida, air inside the home can become damp and harder to cool, and turning the AC off for long periods can increase the risk of mold since the system helps control indoor moisture.
Bumping up the thermostat by 1 degree Fahrenheit (0.6 degrees Celsius) yields about a 3% savings in cooling costs, said Patrick Phelan, mechanical engineering professor at Arizona State University. 
Phelan also said leaving your AC off for hours and then turning it back on could lead to wear that results in more frequent repairs. That is because it can take AC systems 15 to 30 minutes after they are turned on to perform most efficiently. 
How much energy and money you can save depends on the kind of home you live in, said Gregor Henze, an architectural engineering professor at the University of Colorado Boulder.
Homes built with heavy materials like concrete or brick hold in cool air longer, while older, draftier houses heat up faster. In less insulated homes, Henze said, it makes sense to adjust the thermostat even if you're stepping out for just a few hours, because the indoor temperature can rise quickly.

    
Some AC units save more energy than others
Whether you have a window unit, a smart thermometer or central air could influence your savings.
Window units are generally less efficient because they're installed in an open window, making it difficult to seal out hot air completely, said Hewitt. She added that spraying "cheap foam spray insulation in open windows or areas that are drafty is a really low-hanging fruit that doesn't cost a lot of money and really helps retain the indoor temperature in your home."
Phelan says smart thermostats are a handy tool to remove the mental burden of tinkering with your manual thermostat multiple times a day. Smart thermostats "learn" by monitoring the occupancy with a sensor and raise the temperature when no one is home to conserve energy and lower it when people return.
"If you're going from just an ordinary manual thermostat to installing a smart one like a Nest, then you can expect something like 10% savings," said Phelan.

    
How to cool your home without air conditioning
Each expert said simple steps like blocking sunlight can go a long way in keeping homes cool.
Henze pointed to "time-honored strategies" such as opening windows at night when it's cooler. In dry climates, that night air doesn't add much moisture, but in humid regions it can bring in dampness the AC will later need to remove.
Hewitt added that closing your blinds can make a difference of several degrees. 
Phelan also noted that some blinds are designed to reflect sunlight and said tinted window films are another option.
___
O'Malley is a former Associated Press reporter.
___
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    Finding freedom from the heat on July 4th will be a challenge in eastern US
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            Planning a summer getaway? Make sure to take precautions when traveling during extreme summer heat. Sizzling temperatures can cause heat exhaustion and life-threatening heat stroke.
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            Oppressive heat is hitting the eastern U.S. ahead of the Fourth of July weekend, disrupting holiday plans. At Franklin Park Zoo in Boston, workers hosed down, misted animals and provided icy treats. (AP Video: Rodrique Ngowi)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A vendor pulls out a bottle of water from a tank using dry ice to keep it cold, during a heat wave at the Great American State Fair on the National Mall, Thursday, July 2, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            A vendor pulls out a bottle of water from a tank using dry ice to keep it cold, during a heat wave at the Great American State Fair on the National Mall, Thursday, July 2, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mickelina Papotto, of Salem, Ore., left, and Lorie Odegaard, of Gaithersburg, Md., fan themselves while waiting in line for the ferris wheel at the Great American State Fair on the National Mall, Wednesday, July 1, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Ruth, 11, from Burke, Va., gets cold water poured on her head to cool off at the Great American State Fair on the National Mall, Thursday, July 2, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            Ruth, 11, from Burke, Va., gets cold water poured on her head to cool off at the Great American State Fair on the National Mall, Thursday, July 2, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man takes advantage of a sprinkler during hot weather in New York's Central Park, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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            A man takes advantage of a sprinkler during hot weather in New York's Central Park, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man plays Frisbee with friends in the Sheep Meadow of New York's Central Park, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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            A man plays Frisbee with friends in the Sheep Meadow of New York's Central Park, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A pygmy hippopotamus wallows in the water in their enclosure at the Franklin Park Zoo in Boston to cope with the hot weather conditions, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP/Michael Casey)]
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            A pygmy hippopotamus wallows in the water in their enclosure at the Franklin Park Zoo in Boston to cope with the hot weather conditions, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP/Michael Casey)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Zookeeper Brooke Cannon provides a Dexter steer at the Franklin Park Zoo in Boston, Thursday, July 2, 2026, with a block of ice containing apple slices, bananas and pears to help it keep cool amid the heat wave. (AP Photo/Michael Casey)]
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            Zookeeper Brooke Cannon provides a Dexter steer at the Franklin Park Zoo in Boston, Thursday, July 2, 2026, with a block of ice containing apple slices, bananas and pears to help it keep cool amid the heat wave. (AP Photo/Michael Casey)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An African penguin swims in their enclosure at the Franklin Park Zoo in Boston to cope with the hot weather conditions, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP/Michael Casey)]
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            An African penguin swims in their enclosure at the Franklin Park Zoo in Boston to cope with the hot weather conditions, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP/Michael Casey)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Zookeeper Brooke Cannon feeds Nigerian dwarf goats frozen pellets at the Franklin Park Zoo in Boston, Thursday, July 2, 2026, to help them cope with the hot conditions. (AP Photo/Michael Casey)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            11 of 11 | 
            Zookeeper Brooke Cannon feeds Nigerian dwarf goats frozen pellets at the Franklin Park Zoo in Boston, Thursday, July 2, 2026, to help them cope with the hot conditions. (AP Photo/Michael Casey)
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                                        CONCORD, N.H. (AP) -- Gaining freedom from the heat will be a challenge for the eastern U.S. heading into the long Fourth of July weekend, prompting some communities to cancel, postpone or otherwise alter their Independence Day plans.
Dangerous, record-breaking heat will continue across much of the central and eastern U.S. through Friday and will continue along the East Coast through the weekend, the National Weather Service said Thursday. Temperatures in the high 90s Fahrenheit (30 degrees Celsius) were forecast for the Northeast; New York and Boston both hit 100 degrees Thursday. Humidity is expected to make it feel even hotter, all but ensuring that sweat will dampen spirits at many celebrations marking 250 years of American independence.

    
        
    
"Anywhere you go in southern New England, you will be dealing with dangerous heat today, tomorrow and Saturday," said Bryce Williams, a meteorologist with the weather service.

    
Heat wreaks havoc with event schedules
In Boston, entrance to the Boston Pops Fireworks Spectacular will start at 4 p.m. instead of noon on Saturday because of the heat. In Philadelphia, officials shortened the route of a Thursday morning parade, canceled an afternoon all-American Block Party, and pushed back the start times of an evening picnic and concert at Independence Mall.
In Lower Windsor Township, Pennsylvania, an America 250 celebration including food trucks, games and the highway department's dump truck has been rescheduled for July 8. In Norristown, Pennsylvania, officials canceled a parade set for Saturday, citing the safety of residents, participants and first responders, though evening fireworks and an afternoon party featuring games, food, and music will go on as scheduled.



    
        




    




"The parade is one of our community's most beloved traditions, and we share in the disappointment of its cancellation, especially as we celebrate America's 250th birthday," Interim Municipal Administrator Jayne Musonye said.
Gettysburg National Military Park in Pennsylvania moved outdoor events indoors. Amtrak, meanwhile, canceled some train routes due to the heat Thursday, including the Acela between Boston and Washington, and said others may operate with reduced speeds resulting in delays through Saturday.

    
        
    
Baseball, Taylor Swift fans sweat it out
A heat dome -- high-pressure systems above a region that trap heat and humidity -- has been smothering parts of the U.S., from the Midwest to the East Coast. Beyond the holiday festivities, officials in many communities are taking steps to keep residents safe, including opening cooling centers. In Boston, several air-conditioned museums are offering free admission to city residents, and in Providence, Rhode Island, city pools and waterparks have extended their hours.
The temperature was 98 degrees by the time the Philadelphia Phillies started their home game against the Pittsburgh Pirates on Wednesday. Sixteen pallets of water bottles were given out for free.
Bill Christy, 69, of Philadelphia, was walking with two teen charges that he had brought along for company.

    
"They're young, they can handle it," he said. "I'll just go up in the shade somewhere if I get hot."

    
Nearby a fife and drum corps marched up and down the lower concourse in full uniform.
"Usually it's wool regimental. But this is linen, it's cool," said Debbie Mayes of Ewing, New Jersey, part of the Washington Crossing Fife and Drums. "We're fine. They've been very kind to us, letting us take breaks and providing water."
In New York, Amanda Powell, of Little Rock, Arkansas, was among the Taylor Swift fans flocking to Madison Square Garden in hopes of seeing the superstar singer before her Friday wedding.
"It's super hot," she said. "Being from Arkansas, we thought we could handle the heat, but it's been very warm."
Central Park in Manhattan hit 100 degrees Thursday afternoon, marking the first time the iconic park reached triple digits since 2012, according to the National Weather Service.

    
Zoo employees work to keep animals cool
At the Franklin Park Zoo in Boston, workers offered up frozen blocks ice with herring for the African penguins, frozen pellets to the Nigerian dwarf goats and tossed frozen treats into the enclosure of the Western lowland gorillas, who scramble to grab and gobble them up.
"All of my animals have been doing a really great job of staying under the fan, staying near a sprinkler," zookeeper Brooke Cannon said as she offered Quinn frozen treats. "I'm running around with the hose hitting them a little bit there and there. Yeah, it's not their favorite, but you know sometimes you got to do what you got to do to make sure that they're not making poor choices."
Despite the heat, the zoo had plenty of visitors - though many took time to fan themselves or stand under misters to keep cool. Others were second-guessing their decision to visit.
"It's too hot in the summer and this is not the right time to come and visit zoo," Bhargavi Patha, who was with her husband and 14-month-old son, said as they headed to the lion enclosure. "The heat is exhausting us. We are draining and we had to drink a lot of water to see all the animals."

    
Electric grids feel the stress
As the heat bore down on New York, Mayor Zohran Mamdani urged people conserve energy by setting their air conditionings to 78 degrees -- a step previous mayors, including former Mayor Rudy Giuliani, have advised -- in order to avoid stressing the power grid. Nevertheless, the request drew a round of jeers from the Democratic mayor's conservative critics online.
By early Thursday afternoon, New York Gov. Kathy Hochul was asking everyone in the state to turn air conditioners to 75 degrees (24 Celsius) or higher, avoid using appliances unnecessarily and otherwise conserve electricity. Hochul, a Democrat, cited high demand and "unexpected load challenges."
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, a Republican who pokes at the mayor often on social media, responded on X "Is this what was meant by the warmth of collectivism?," spinning a phrase the democratic socialist employed in his inaugural address back at Mamdani.
The explosive growth of data centers are adding stress to electric grids, as operators in New York state, New England and the one stretching across 13 mid-Atlantic and Midwestern states all projected that electricity demand would peak on Thursday before falling back slightly on Friday. 
Operators had not issued emergency calls to reduce consumption as of Thursday evening, as usage surged roughly 40% above a normal summer day.
PJM Interconnection, which operates the grid that serves 65 million people from New Jersey to Illinois, had projected that Thursday would set an all-time high for summer electricity demand, but it fell just short of 2006's record. 
To prepare, PJM had sought -- and received -- an order from the U.S. Department of Energy that allows utilities to force data centers and other big energy users to disconnect from the grid and switch to backup power sources, such as diesel generators, before carrying out rolling blackouts to conserve energy.
A major new Canadian hydropower transmission line to New York City had gone out of service Wednesday because of an equipment problem in Canada, but the line was repaired and back in service by 12:30 p.m. Thursday, according to operator Hydro-Quebec.
____

Associated Press writers Daniel Gelston in Philadelphia, Jennifer Peltz, Anthony Izaguirre and Ted Shaffrey in New York, Michael Casey and Rodrique Ngowi in Boston and Marc Levy in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, contributed to this report.
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    Trump administration proposes a rule it says could save Medicare patients $1.1 billion on drugs




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bottles of medications sit on shelves at the Stormont Vail Retail Pharmacy in Topeka, Kan., Tuesday, June 2, 2026. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Trump administration is proposing a new rule on Thursday to keep hospitals from charging markups on discounted drugs for Medicare patients and says that could save consumers $1.1 billion next year, according to estimates obtained by The Associated Press.
The rule would apply to hospitals that serve low-income patients under what is known as the 340B program, which lets hospitals buy outpatient prescription drugs at discounted prices. But in many cases, hospitals can bill insurers at rates that exceed those costs, allowing hospitals to keep the difference and resulting in higher costs to patients. 
Under the proposed rule, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services would change the formula for what hospitals participating in the program can get reimbursed, in an effort to cut costs for patients. 
The Republican administration has sought to show during an election year that it is tackling the challenges of affordability for U.S. families at a time when rising healthcare costs are driving financial strains for households and the government alike. While the administration has taken several steps it says will save money on medical treatment, it is unclear how much savings might ultimately materialize based on the complexity of the country's healthcare system.

    
The American Hospital Association said the proposed rule would compound the financial pressures its members face.



    
        




    




"These proposals will undermine the ability of hospitals to maintain essential services and protect affordable access to care for those who depend on the 340B program," said Ashley Thompson, the group's senior vice president for public policy analysis and development.

    
        
    
There is the risk that hospital systems could see their revenues decrease, which could have consequences in the communities they serve. The 340B program was initially designed as a way for healthcare providers to stretch scarce federal resources to better serve more patients. But it has long been at the center of a lobbying battle between hospitals and pharmaceutical companies, with each side attempting to enlist lawmakers in maintaining or changing the benefit.

    
The agency estimates that the average older adult with Medicare Part B coverage who is administered one of these drugs would save $800 a year in co-payments. That would work out to a total savings of $1.1 billion for everyone with that coverage.
The savings over 10 years could total about $20 billion, according to a White House official who requested anonymity to discuss the rule before the official announcement. The official said the proposed rule was not previewed for hospital groups before the release.
In a policy draft of the rule, the administration gave a specific example of how the current system works for the prostate cancer drug Lupron Depot. Hospitals under the 340B program can acquire a dose for roughly $700, but they can receive about $4,000 in Medicare reimbursement for administering it and an additional $1,000 from the patient co-payment. 

    
The proposed rule would cut by roughly 40% that amount that hospitals in the discounted drug program could be paid through Medicare programs. If approved, the rule would go into effect at the start of next year.
In 2018 during President Donald Trump's first term, his administration tried to enact this same type of rule to reduce Medicare payments to hospitals. But the Supreme Court ruled in 2022 that the government could not provide a separate reimbursement plan for 340B hospitals.

The president signed an executive order in April 2025 to survey how much hospitals spend to buy drugs. The result of that survey led to the proposed rule, which would cap Medicare reimbursement for participating hospitals at the average sales prices, minus 33.4%. The reason why the average reimbursement rate would be cut is because the hospitals acquired the drugs at discounted prices.
___
Associated Press writer Ali Swenson in New York contributed to this report.
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                    Lifestyle

    What's the perfect American hot dog? Depends where you grew up




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Three dressed mini hot dogs are displayed at Hot Dog Ranch in Pittsfield, Mass., in June 2026. (Katie Workman via AP)]
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[image: A young fan eats a hot dog before a baseball game between the Chicago White Sox and the Houston Astros, in Chicago on June 9, 2015. (AP Photo/David Banks, File)]
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[image: Hot dogs are displayed on stage ahead of the Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest in New York's Coney Island on July 4, 2018. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]
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[image: A fan puts sports peppers on a hot dog at Wrigley Field before the opening day baseball game between the Chicago Cubs and Milwaukee Brewers in Chicago on March 30, 2023. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley, File)]
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[image: Pedestrians pass a Nathan's Famous hot dog on the Coney Island boardwalk, in the Brooklyn borough of New York on May 20, 2014. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)]
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            KATIE WORKMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Few foods feel more American than the hot dog, a mainstay at ballparks, street carts and Fourth of July barbecues. 
But to simply call hot dogs "American" is to miss a whole lot of nuance, and potentially offend local connoisseurs across the country. How to prepare and eat a hot dog is a matter of regional pride.
Which is the best? The answer is probably the one you grew up with.
Here are just some of the forms a hot dog can take across the U.S.:

    
NYC and Chicago are hot dog towns
Throughout New York City, you can still find carts selling boiled hot dogs (Sabrett's and Nathan's are two of the big names.) These boiled hot dogs are affectionately known as "dirty water dogs," though the dirty water is actually a spiced brine that keeps the wieners hot in stainless steel tanks.
A classic NYC dog is usually served with sauerkraut, spicy brown mustard and Onion Sauce, which features sliced onions in a spiced, tomato-based sauce.
"There's something about a simple, extra snappy, extra salty dog nestled in a fluffy bun that brings me a ton of joy," says Isabel Tzeng, a ceramicist in New York City and a fan of the classic New York dog.



    
        




    




She makes an annual pilgrimage to the original Nathan's Famous hot dog location on the Coney Island boardwalk. Nathan's holds its well-known annual hot dog eating championship there each July 4.
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Over in Chicago, software engineer and city native Zach Cmiel likes his dogs with the full Chicago-style toppings: "mustard, neon relish, onion, tomato, pickle, sport pepper (a type of pickled pepper) and celery salt." 

    
        
    
Chicago-style hot dogs are steamed or grilled over an open flame. The steamed buns almost always have poppy seeds. No ketchup is allowed.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kitchen staff prepare gourmet entree at Doug Sohn's Hot Doug's restaurant on the northwest side of Chicago on Oct. 9, 2013. (AP Photo/M. Spencer Green, File)]
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Cmiel cites Gene and Jude's, Guthrie's Tavern and The Wiener's Circle as his lifelong go-to places. At The Wiener's Circle, the dogs are grilled until blackened and split. While you're ordering, you can expect to be yelled at by the staff, and you are allowed to respond in kind. The hot dogs aren't the only things charred and scruffed at The Wiener's Circle.

    
Unique hot-dog cultures in Cincinnati, Detroit and other cities
Cincinnati is another hot dog capital. You'll find theirs topped with chili (finely textured, all meat, no beans), mustard and onions, and then a mountain of shredded cheese. The perfect Cincinnati dog is topped so heavily with cheese you can't see what else is beneath it.
Detroit-style dogs feature Coney sauce -- a beanless beef chili or meat sauce -- and again mustard and onions. Not too far away, in Flint, Michigan, there's a Coney dog with a dry crumbly meat sauce, as opposed to the soupier meat sauce served up in Detroit.

    
KC barbecue and Southwestern spices add kick
In Kansas, you might find yourself in a hot dog argument (and who are we kidding? You might find yourself in a hot dog argument in any of the 50 states). One camp says their Reuben-style franks should be the official Kansas-style hot dogs, while others lean into the state's barbecue heritage and think the perfect dog is topped with burned ends, Kansas City-style barbecue sauce and something crunchy like frizzled onions.
The Sonoran hot dog, popular in Arizona, got its origins in Mexico and features a bacon-wrapped wiener, hot pinto beans, grilled and raw onions, diced tomatoes, mustard, jalapeno salsa, and mayo or crema. It is served on a soft, sweet, canoe-like Mexican roll called a bolillo.
Elsewhere, West Virginians love their "slaw dogs," especially when ordered "all the way" with a meaty, beanless chili, coleslaw and chopped onions.
"Any type of chili is a bonus and I'll take slaw if that's available," says Boo Phillips of Chapel Hill, North Carolina, though he acknowledges that "half of it will end up on my lap." He makes a point of eating hot dogs whenever he travels, but is a big fan of Bill's Hot Dog Stand closer to home, in Washington, North Carolina, established in 1928. And he's very anti-ketchup.
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Different eateries have their own takes on the hot dog
Pittsfield, Massachusetts, has a mini but quite specific hot dog culture. At Hot Dog Ranch (94 years and counting), veteran cook Jordan Adams says the bestselling all-beef "everything" dog is served with a secret-recipe Coney sauce (that beanless meat chili) that's mixed up every few days by one hand-picked employee before the shop opens.
It's also got yellow mustard and chopped onions. The franks are about 4 inches long.
Upstate New York boasts a robust hot dog culture. At Nick Tahou's Hots, a Rochester hot dog mecca since 1918, the Garbage Plate is a mountain of food including baked beans, home fries, hot dogs, mustard and a heavily spiced thick meat ragu. It is most classically consumed with buttered bread and macaroni and cheese. And I'm guessing maybe an antacid after.
In Tonawanda, a suburb of Buffalo, Ted's Hot Dogs kind of mashes the dogs against the grill grates until they are squished, charred and crusty. Not as juicy as other methods, but a treat for those who like grilled food unmistakably grilled. They're served with a house-made hot sauce.

    
Baltimore has frizzled hot dogs, which are split and fried in oil. Washington, D.C., has large, crunchy, spicy half-smokes.
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The $1.50 Costco dog unites them all
There is one beloved mainstay across the country. 
"My favorite hot dog EVER is the humble Costco hot dog," says Tzeng, who says she has eaten them at Costcos around the world. "This is the hot dog of the people, the great equalizer." 
Costco's hot dog and drink special costs $1.50, and has since the 1980s.
However you dress yours, the hot dog remains one of the great democratic foods -- cheap, fast, infinitely adaptable, and capable of inspiring the kind of loyalty usually reserved for sports teams and family recipes. Argue about toppings all you want. That's kind of the point.
__

Katie Workman writes regularly about food for The Associated Press. She has written two cookbooks focused on family-friendly cooking, "Dinner Solved!" and "The Mom 100 Cookbook." She blogs at https://themom100.com/. She can be reached at [email protected].
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    The hot dog: We need to be frank about how German sausages became an American icon




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A hot dog vendor plies his wares amid a large crowd that turned out at Candlestick Park in San Francisco to watch the San Francisco Giants play their opening home game of the 1965 season against the Pittsburgh Pirates, April 20, 1965. (AP Photo, File)]
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                                        Nineteenth-century Indiana passed some of the country's toughest "blue laws" to protect Sunday's rest and worship from alcohol and ... hot dogs? 
But Indiana's push was noteworthy for another reason: It produced the country's earliest known use in print of the culinary term that now sits at the center of American culture. "Even the innocent wienerworst man will be barred from dispensing hot dog on the street corners," the Evansville Courier & Press read on Sept. 14, 1884. Germans' weisswurst, bockwurst and blutwurst were becoming as American as baseball. 
"Hot dogs become embedded in American culture," says Bruce Kraig, author of "Hot Dog: A Global History." "It becomes completely associated with ballparks by the 1890s."
The famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest in New York tied them to the nation's birthday.
The National Hot Dog and Sausage Council (yes, the National Hot Dog and Sausage Council) says there are 19 regional varieties, from the french-fry topped Cleveland "Polish boy" to the bacon-wrapped Sonoran dog and the renowned Chicago dog, with its seven traditional toppings and poppy seed bun.

    
Despite regional differences, dogs played an important role in international relations or "hot dog diplomacy," as the U.S. National Archives calls it.



    
        




    




With World War II approaching, King George VI and Queen Elizabeth became the first reigning British royals to visit America. The Roosevelts -- to the horror of FDR's mother -- served them hot dogs, the president's library says. The king asked for more, The New York Times reported.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Kennedy, with eyes glued on the playing field, munches a hot dog during the American League opener, April 8, 1963. The President stayed throughout the game, watching the Baltimore Orioles defeat the Washington Senators 3-1. (AP Photo/stf, File)]
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[image: Nikita Khrushchev gets his first taste of an American hot dog during his tour of the Des Moines Packing Co. plant, Sept. 22, 1959 in Des Moines, Ia. (AP Photo/Henry Burroughs, File)]
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[image: Cuban Prime Minister Fidel Castro, visiting the U.S., takes a good sized bite of hot dog during a trip to New York's Bronx Zoo April 24, 1959. (AP Photo/John Lindsay, File)]
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Nikita Khrushchev, the first Soviet premier to visit the U.S., quipped that while the USSR sometimes bested America in the space race, "you have beaten us in sausage-making."

    
        
    
Fans worldwide have their favorites. Gloria Ousset, 74, of Argentina, visited her son in the New York suburbs in early June and stopped at a local institution -- Walter's Hot Dogs. Walter's offerings, "an exclusive blend of beef, pork and veal," remind her of how Argentine dogs once had that crunch she loves.

    
"Now," she says, "they're very bland."
And dogs can be more than a quick meal. In 2024, artists Jen Catron and Paul Outlaw installed a 65-foot hot dog sculpture in Times Square. Daily at noon, and without subtlety, the sausage grew and spewed confetti.
In 2023, comedy writer and podcaster Jamie Loftus debuted her popular book about her nationwide tour of hot dog joints, "Raw Dog: The Naked Truth about Hot Dogs."
Loftus sees the hot dog -- the good and the bad -- as "an appropriate symbol for the U.S. It is a source of joy and nostalgia for so many people."
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        These are among the items that have shaped the nation. Here are their stories.
    



        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    



        

    

    



    

Part of a recurring series, "American Objects," marking the 250th anniversary of the United States. For more American objects, click here. For more stories on the anniversary, click here. 
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                    Religion

    Latin Mass, but faithful to the pope: A Minnesota church shows a different way during schism crisis




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Rev. John Ubel, pastor of the Church of Saint Agnes, processes into the sanctuary with altar servers at the start of one of the Catholic parish's Latin Masses in St. Paul, Minn., Sunday, June 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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            The Rev. John Ubel, pastor of the Church of Saint Agnes, processes into the sanctuary with altar servers at the start of one of the Catholic parish's Latin Masses in St. Paul, Minn., Sunday, June 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Rev. John Ubel, pastor of the Church of Saint Agnes, wears the traditional biretta hat and vestments as he sits between altar servers during one of the Catholic parish's Latin Masses in St. Paul, Minn., Sunday, June 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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[image: The Rev. John Ubel, pastor of the Church of Saint Agnes, preaches his homily about faithfulness to both tradition and the Vatican during one of the Catholic parish's Latin Masses in St. Paul, Minn., Sunday, June 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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[image: The Rev. John Ubel, pastor of the Church of Saint Agnes, celebrates the eucharistic prayer facing the altar, in the traditional custom, during one of the Catholic parish's Latin Masses in St. Paul, Minn., Sunday, June 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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            The Rev. John Ubel, pastor of the Church of Saint Agnes, celebrates the eucharistic prayer facing the altar, in the traditional custom, during one of the Catholic parish's Latin Masses in St. Paul, Minn., Sunday, June 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The faithful at the Church of Saint Agnes receive communion on the tongue and while kneeling at the altar rails, in the traditional custom, during one of the Catholic parish's Latin Masses in St. Paul, Minn., Sunday, June 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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            The faithful at the Church of Saint Agnes receive communion on the tongue and while kneeling at the altar rails, in the traditional custom, during one of the Catholic parish's Latin Masses in St. Paul, Minn., Sunday, June 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Church of Saint Agnes, built in the early 20th century for German-speaking immigrants, now offers Masses in Latin and in English in a diverse inner-city neighborhood of St. Paul, Minn., as seen on Sunday, June 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            The Church of Saint Agnes, built in the early 20th century for German-speaking immigrants, now offers Masses in Latin and in English in a diverse inner-city neighborhood of St. Paul, Minn., as seen on Sunday, June 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    

    
    



            By 
            GIOVANNA DELL'ORTO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) -- With incense wafting to an elevated pulpit and 13 altar boys looking on, the priest at the Church of Saint Agnes preached about merging old Catholic customs with fidelity to the Vatican this week -- as Pope Leo XIV tackled a major challenge from a traditionalist breakaway group.
"Our Catholic faith is a living tradition, and there is a difference between being rooted and being stuck," the Rev. John Ubel said in homilies Sunday at English-language and Latin Masses.
Since the Second Vatican Council modernized the liturgy more than 60 years ago, celebrating Mass in the traditional Latin Rite that preceded those reforms has become a lightning rod of the theological, cultural and increasingly partisan divides among Catholics.
The conflict made global headlines when Leo declared Thursday that one traditionalist group -- the Society of St. Pius X, founded to reject the Council's reforms and celebrate exclusively the old Latin Mass -- had formally broken with the Catholic Church.

    
The Vatican excommunicated the SSPX bishops and priests and warned its thousands of faithful after the society consecrated four men as bishops in defiance of Leo.



    
        




    




While the Latin Rite was not the cause of the rift, the acrimony and the lingering suspicion that all those who like it are ultraconservative rebels is an open wound at Saint Agnes, which isn't affiliated with SSPX and has the church's permission to celebrate Mass in Latin.
"For all who are attached to Tradition, I pray that they seek to maintain full ecclesial communion with our Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV," Ubel said Thursday.

    
        
    
A congregation continues to pray for unity
Saint Agnes, a historic church founded for German-speaking immigrants in what's now a diverse, central neighborhood in Minnesota's capital, offers one traditional Latin Mass per weekend, with the archbishop's permission. It also has a modern version of the Mass in Latin and four in English.
"I believe that Saint Agnes is an example where the different forms of Latin Mass, and English, peacefully coexist, and, in many ways, I think it's a model for how the church can respect various liturgical traditions and do so in full charity," Ubel said in Sunday's homilies. 
Peter Draganowski, a 15-year-old incoming sophomore at Saint Agnes' school, has been an altar boy at both English and Latin services for years. He prefers the latter despite the extra preparations and rituals.

    
"It's really not hard, it just has a lot more moving parts," he said in the parish hall as hot dogs and doughnuts were served after Sunday's first English Mass. "The sacred mysteries deserve that beauty." 
The archbishop of St. Paul and Minneapolis, Bernard Hebda, expressed hope that local Catholics who had been attending SSPX chapels would now turn to approved services. 
"We are blessed that the same traditional Eucharistic liturgy beloved by those who have worshiped with the SSPX in the past continues to be celebrated in six locations throughout the Archdiocese," Hebda said in a statement. "I am confident that those who prefer the Traditional Latin Mass could find a home here." 

    
Latin Mass supporters are a small but vocal group
In addition to being celebrated in Latin, the old rite Mass diverges from standard services in other ways: The prayers are different and longer, the priest celebrates at the altar with his back to the congregation, and Communion is given out only on the recipient's tongue, instead of in the hand, while kneeling at the altar rail. The priests also wear shorter "Roman-style" vestments and a black biretta hat.
Very few U.S. Catholics regularly attend Sunday Mass in the "extraordinary form" that predates the Vatican II reforms of the 1960s, according to Stephen Cranney, a lecturer at Catholic University of America in Washington, and co-author of an upcoming book on the Latin Mass in the United States.
He estimates that 510 such Masses are celebrated on Sundays in the United States, where there are more than 16,000 active parishes. The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops and Georgetown University's Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate said they don't track the data.

    
Most American Catholics he surveyed who like this Mass say they do so because of the elaborate esthetics, the deeper sense of reverence, and the continuity with centuries of tradition, Cranney said. Only a small percentage said they oppose the Vatican II reforms, let alone support defying the pope, he added.
But the challenge has remained over the decades for popes that the threat of schism, or a rupture within the church, might lurk behind a preference for a more solemn liturgy.
"How do you ... try to be accommodating to the people who might prefer the traditional Latin Mass while not giving fuel to the fire of people that want to split off?" Cranney said.

    
Two popes have taken different approaches
Leo's two predecessors tried different approaches. In 2007, Pope Benedict XVI upheld the validity of the Latin Rite and urged priests to offer such a Mass if their parishioners demanded it.
But Pope Francis cracked down on the practice in 2021-23, requiring individual bishops to give their approval for celebrating the traditional Mass and to determine if the faithful who wanted it had accepted the Vatican II reforms. He also restricted the use of parish churches for these services.
Francis said he acted because the old Mass had become a source of division in the church -- although Vatican documents leaked last year after his death suggested most bishops actually had expressed general satisfaction with the practice. 
Last fall, Leo allowed a U.S. cardinal to celebrate the old Latin Mass in St. Peter's Basilica in Vatican City, which many traditionalists saw as an encouraging sign.
In the year since his election, Leo has spoken often of the need for unity. On Tuesday, before the SSPX consecrations, he again pleaded with the society not to proceed. Once they did, however, the Vatican warned the faithful to stop going to the society's Masses, declaring "those who adhere formally" to the society are considered themselves schismatic and excommunicated.
"Not a competition" - Minnesota traditional Catholics hope to model a way forward
Parishioners at Saint Agnes said they were saddened by the schism and would continue to pray for a united church.
Nell O'Leary Alt, who grew up in the parish, said her family attends both Latin Masses, as well as English services.
As a mother of five children aged 5 to 16, she joked that she initially found the silent moments of the traditional Latin Mass intimidating, with nothing to cover the fussing and giggling of her growing family in the pews.
But they love the Latin worship: "It's the same the saints knew all through the ages."
Tom Graff, another "cradle Catholic" at the church who chants in the choir, said he's drawn to the rites' solemnity. But this week's events highlight the importance of what he teaches his four children, about not falling into the trap of believing one form of worship is superior to another.
"I can appreciate both the ordinary and the extraordinary forms of Latin Mass, and Schubert's Tantum Ergo as well as On Eagle's Wings," Graff said, referring to a centuries-old and a modern Christian hymn. "It's about the holy sacrifice of Mass, regardless of the parish or the type of liturgy."
Ubel believes having multiple Mass options is about inclusion rather than division.
"It's not a competition to see who's more Catholic," he said.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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                    Business

    La tasa promedio de hipotecas a 30 anos en EEUU baja a 6,43%, su nivel mas bajo en 7 semanas




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Un letrero de "Se vende" visto el martes 6 de enero de 2026 en Portland, Oregon. (AP Foto/Jenny Kane/Archivo)]
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            Read in English 
            

        
    

                                        La tasa promedio de las hipotecas a largo plazo en Estados Unidos bajo esta semana a su nivel mas bajo desde mediados de mayo, lo que alivia los costos de endeudamiento para los posibles compradores de vivienda.
La tasa de referencia de las hipotecas con tasa fija a 30 anos descendio de 6,49% la semana pasada a 6,43%, informo el jueves el comprador de hipotecas Freddie Mac. Hace un ano, la tasa promedio era de 6,67%.
La tasa promedio se ha mantenido alrededor de 6,5% desde mediados de mayo y, en general, ha tendido al alza en los meses transcurridos desde que la guerra entre Estados Unidos comenzo su guerra contra Iran a finales de febrero. Ello ha impulsado los precios del petroleo, lo que ha contribuido a elevar la inflacion, los rendimientos de los bonos y las tasas hipotecarias.
La tasa promedio se encuentra ahora en su nivel mas bajo desde el 14 de mayo, cuando fue de 6,36%.

    
Los costos del credito hipotecario con tasa fija a 15 anos, que a menudo buscan los prestatarios que refinancian un prestamo hipotecario, tambien disminuyeron esta semana. Esa tasa promedio bajo de 5,84% la semana pasada a 5,79%. Hace un ano, estaba en 5,8%, indico Freddie Mac.



    
        




    




Las tasas hipotecarias estan influenciadas por varios factores, desde las decisiones de la Reserva Federal hasta las expectativas de los inversionistas del mercado de bonos sobre la economia y la inflacion. Por lo general, siguen la trayectoria del rendimiento del bono del Tesoro a 10 anos, que los prestamistas usan como guia para fijar el precio de los creditos para vivienda.

    
        
    
El rendimiento del bono del Tesoro a 10 anos se ubicaba en 4,46% al mediodia del jueves en el mercado de bonos, por debajo de 4,48% a ultima hora del miercoles.
La esperanza de que Estados Unidos e Iran puedan finalmente poner fin a su guerra y reabrir el estrecho de Ormuz al paso de buques petroleros ha ayudado a bajar los precios del petroleo, lo que ha contribuido a aliviar parte de la presion sobre los rendimientos de los bonos.

    
A finales de febrero, la tasa promedio de una hipoteca a 30 anos habia bajado apenas por debajo de 6% por primera vez desde finales de 2022. Desde entonces no ha caido por debajo de ese umbral. Hace cinco semanas, alcanzo 6,53%, su nivel mas alto desde el 28 de agosto.

    
        
    
Aunque las tasas promedio de las hipotecas a largo plazo siguen siendo mas bajas que a esta altura del ano pasado, la incertidumbre sobre su trayectoria en medio de la guerra con Iran mantuvo a muchos posibles compradores de vivienda al margen.

"Los compradores y vendedores de vivienda estan empezando a aceptar las tasas en el rango de 6% medio como la nueva normalidad", senalo Lisa Sturtevant, economista jefe de Bright MLS. "Sin embargo, la asequibilidad es una limitacion importante para la actividad del mercado de la vivienda, ya que las tasas siguen elevadas y los precios de las viviendas continuan subiendo".
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    World News

    Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who led Iran with iron fist while confronting the US, will be buried




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, then Iran's supreme leader, speaks during Friday prayers at Tehran University, July 30, 1999. (AP Photo/Kamran Jebreili)]
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[image: Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, then Iran's supreme leader, addresses thousands gathered at Imam Square in Isfahan, Iran, Oct. 30, 2001. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, then Iran's supreme leader, speaks with the media after he voted in parliamentary runoff elections in Tehran, Iran, May 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)]
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Ayatollah Ali Khamenei dramatically remolded Iran during more than three decades as supreme leader, turning it into a regional powerhouse and bringing it increasingly into confrontation with Israel and the United States. 
His dayslong funeral begins Saturday, months after being killed at the start of the U.S.-Israeli war in Iran.
Khamenei took the reins after the death in 1989 of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, the fiery ideologue who led the overthrow of the shah and installed rule by Shiite Muslim clerics. It fell to Khamenei, a stodgier figure with weaker religious credentials, to turn that revolutionary vision into a state establishment.
He supported myriad armed groups in the Middle East, pushed ahead with Iran's nuclear program, and faced down several protest movements with crackdowns. While his clashes with the U.S. and Israel were a source of support at home, they ultimately led to his demise.

    
He built up Iran's military might, including through proxies
After the 1980s war with Iraq, Khamenei turned the paramilitary Revolutionary Guard into the most important body underpinning his rule. The Guard became a military and business behemoth, the country's most elite force, with hands across Iran's economic sectors.
Under Khamenei's reign, Iran also shifted fully from conventional warfare to support for proxies, building the "Axis of Resistance." 
That included backing the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah, which drove Israel from southern Lebanon in 2000 and has battled Israeli forces repeatedly since.
Iran has also supported Yemen's Houthi rebels, who in 2014 seized the country's capital and held on for over a decade in a stalemated war, and the Palestinian militant group Hamas, which has fought Israel in the Gaza Strip. Iranian-backed militias also waged an insurgency against U.S. forces in Iraq.
The Mideast wars sparked by Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Israel, however, set in motion the collapse of that "Axis of Resistance," and left Hamas and Hezbollah weaker. 



    
        




    




Khamenei insisted on Iran's right to a nuclear program
For decades, Khamenei shrugged off U.N. sanctions and pushed ahead with Iran's nuclear program, which the U.S. and its allies say hid a secret project to build a nuclear weapon up until 2003. 
Khamenei issued a verbal fatwa, or religious ruling, that nuclear weapons are un-Islamic, but vowed the country would never give up its right to develop what he called a peaceful nuclear energy program.
Under a 2015 nuclear deal, Iran agreed to drastically reduce its stockpile and enrichment of uranium in exchange for the lifting of sanctions. But since U.S. President Donald Trump withdrew Washington from the accord in 2018, a move welcomed by Israel, Iran has accumulated a stockpile of uranium enriched to nearly weapons-grade levels. Israel and some U.S. officials have expressed concern that Tehran could us that to pursue nuclear arms if it chose.
Both the U.S.-Israeli bombing in 2025 and the current war have targeted Iran's nuclear program. 

    
        
    
His rule was marked by several mass protests -- and crackdowns
Political repression and Iran's faltering economy have fueled successively bigger waves of protests. 
In 2009, protests broke out when the reformist opposition claimed the reelection victory of hard-line President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad was rigged. Dozens were killed and hundreds arrested in a crackdown.

    
Economic protests broke out in 2017 and demonstrations escalated in 2019 over a rise in government-set gasoline prices. A crackdown killed over 300 people, according to activists. 

    
        
    
Protests erupted again in 2022 over the death of Mahsa Amini, a young woman detained for not wearing her headscarf properly. More than 500 people were killed and tens of thousands arrested when security forces crushed the demonstrations.

    
In late 2025, economic protests erupted and grew into what appeared to be the biggest protest movement ever. Hundreds of thousands across the country took to the streets, demanding an end to the Islamic Republic. The ferocity of the crackdown -- activists say at least 7,000 have been killed -- stunned Iranians. 

    
It's unclear what comes next
Khamenei's death raises questions about the future of the Islamic Republic. Khamenei's son, Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei, was chosen as the next supreme leader. But he was believed to have been wounded in the strikes that killed his father and has not been seen publicly. 
As Trump launched the current war, he called on Iranians to "take over your government. " There has been no sign yet of any such uprising, however, as hard-liners have rallied nightly in the streets of Tehran.

What happens after the burial of the elder Khamenei may depend greatly on bodies like the Revolutionary Guard, which has repeatedly shown its willingness to use overwhelming force to maintain power.
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