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      Breaking News

      
        Forty killed as bus falls into ditch in Pakistan
        QUETTA --- Forty people were killed and  eight others injured &zwnj;after a bus fell into a deep roadside ditch in Pakistan's southwestern province of Balochistan on Friday, a rescue agency  and

      

      
        How drug gangs use social media to recruit Thai air crew as couriers
        Early in the morning on June 18, a message from an unknown account slipped into the TikTok inbox of a flight attendant in Bangkok with a series of questions: "Are you flying to Australia? Do you do carry-for-hire? What is your rate?"&nbsp;

      

      
        King grants royal patronage to injured, deceased monks from Mukdahan crash
        His Majesty the King has graciously placed the injured and deceased victims of a pickup truck crash involving a group of monks in Mukdahan province under royal patronage.

      

      
        At least 3,700 excess deaths reported during heatwave in France, Belgium, Netherlands
        PARIS --- France, the Netherlands and Belgium have recorded  3,700 excess deaths &zwnj;during the June heatwave that sent temperatures soaring across Europe, with authorities warning that the numbers are preliminary and could rise.

      

      
        Couple suspected of heroin links brought to Bangkok for more interrogations
        A Thai husband and his Laotian wife are being escorted to Bangkok from Loei on Friday for further interrogations by narcotics authorities, who were trying to shed light on a network in relations to the seized heroin carried by a Thai Airways International (TG) cabin crew in Melbourne.

      

      
        Thai exports seen up 8% to 10% for 2026
        Thailand's exports  are expected to &zwnj;rise by 8% to 10% this year, a shippers' group said on Friday, raising its forecast from  a [?]rise of 2% to 4% made in January.

      

      
        Your horoscope for July 3-9
        Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.

      

      
        Four Chinese suspected of scam gang links arrested on southbound bus
        Highway police have arrested four Chinese men, suspected of having links to a scam network, on a long-distance southern bus route in Tha Sae district of Chumphon province.

      

      
        Embolo, Ndoye fire Switzerland past Algeria into World Cup last 16
        VANCOUVER - [?]Switzerland [?]eased past Algeria  2-0 on Thursday to book their  place in the &zwnj;World Cup round of 16, with Breel Embolo and Dan Ndoye on target.

      

      
        Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce have married in private, NY Post reports
        Taylor [?]Swift  and  Travis &zwnj;Kelce have married in private ahead  of a [?]planned celebration at &zwnj;New York's Madison Square [?]Garden, the New York Post's Page Six reported  on Thursday, citing  multiple &zwnj;unidentified sources.
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												[image: An overloaded bus veered off a road and fell more than 20 metres into a ravine in western Pakistan on Friday, killing at least 40 people. (Screenshot)]
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																QUETTA -- Forty people were killed and  eight others injured after a bus fell into a deep roadside ditch in Pakistan's southwestern province of Balochistan on Friday, a rescue agency  and [?]a government official said.
The bus, operated by a private intercity service, was headed to national capital Islamabad from provincial capital Quetta, the agency said.

There were 48 passengers on board at [?]the time of the accident, it added.

The eight injured were given first aid and then moved to a government hospital in Zhob city,  about 75 kilometres (50 miles) from the accident site in Sherani district, the  agency said.

The dead were also moved to the same hospital, the  agency and [?]Sherani Deputy Commissioner Hazrat Wali said.

In a separate incident [?]in neighbouring Afghanistan, four people were killed and 10 others were missing after a truck carrying 22 Afghan [?]refugees from Pakistan plunged into  a river along the Kabul-Jalalabad highway, military spokesperson Wahidullah Mohammadi said.
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												[image: A Thai man and his Lao wife (not in the picuture), suspected of sending drug parcels from Loei to Bangkok, are escorted by officials to the Office of the Narcotics Control Board on Friday. (Photo: Reuters)]
											
																							
													A Thai man and his Lao wife (not in the picuture), suspected of sending drug parcels from Loei to Bangkok, are escorted by officials to the Office of the Narcotics Control Board on Friday. (Photo: Reuters)												

																					

									

																Early in the morning on June 18, a message from an unknown account slipped into the TikTok inbox of a flight attendant in Bangkok with a series of questions: "Are you flying to Australia? Do you do carry-for-hire? What is your rate?" 
The 30-year-old, who flies for a regional budget carrier, ignored the message  and forgot about it -- until Tuesday, [?]when a Thai Airways International flight attendant was charged with importing more than one kilogramme of heroin into Australia hidden in several tote bags.

"I don't reply to strangers like this," the Bangkok flight attendant told Reuters, referring to the account that messaged her. She asked not to be named due to the sensitivity of the issue. "We've been constantly warned about this, no carry-for-hire. It's a well-known rule."

The unknown account -- named "Powder is Powder" in Thai -- was linked to drug trafficking networks that create fake social media accounts to find people to move illicit substances across borders, said [?]Areepak Ngernbamroong, spokeswoman for the Office of the Narcotics Control Board (ONCB). "The account has now been shut down," Ms Areepak said. "The ONCB is investigating, and preliminary findings indicate that the account used many different names."

In a statement following the detention, Thai Airways said it had strict rules governing the conduct of all employees and would cooperate with the relevant authorities.

Cross-border movement

After procuring drugs from neighbouring countries with large production facilities, trafficking networks move the substances through  Thailand concealed in items such as clothing, coffee packets, and vases, according to Thai authorities. The cultivation of opium poppies for the production of heroin in neighbouring Myanmar surged to its highest level in a decade in 2025, the  UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) reported in December.

War-torn Myanmar is the world's main known source of illicit opium, amid declining production in Afghanistan, as conflict and economic hardship push more farmers into the illicit trade. In Thailand,  trafficking networks [?]target specific groups of travellers, including flight attendants, to help transport the drugs overseas, said Pol Maj Suriya Singhakamol, secretary-general of the ONCB.

In the case of the Thai Airways flight attendant arrested in Australia, she [?]had initially posted in a social media group where people offer to carry items overseas for a fee, he said.

The flight attendant then began communicating with a Facebook user named "Rose Rose", according to Pol Maj Suriya.

"They later agreed on a fee of 8,800 baht," he told reporters.

The heroin concealed within the lining of the bags [?]carried by the attendant had an estimated street value of A$500,000 (11.5 million baht), according to the Australian Federal Police.

Using  similar methods, drug smuggling networks had prepared to send five more packages from the Thai capital Bangkok to Australia and Taiwan between June 30 and July 1, said Pol Maj Suriya.

"But authorities seized 24.38 kilogrammes of heroin, concealed in traditional goods, silk clothing, coffee sachets, and winter jackets," he said, adding that Thai agencies were coordinating with Australian and Taiwanese authorities.

So far, Thai [?]authorities have taken into custody two people, a Thai man  and his Lao wife, suspected of sending drug parcels from the border province of Loei to Bangkok.

The names of the couples were identified only as Mr Arthit, 43, and Ms Thatsaphon, 42, according to the Bangkok Post. The name of the THAI cabin attendant was identified as Ms Meena, 26.
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												[image: Deputy Digital Economy and Society Minister Nan Boonthida Somchai, second from left, gives moral support to injured monks and other victims being treated at Mukdahan Hospital in Mukdahan province on Friday. (Photo: Mukdahan provincial public relations office)]
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																His Majesty the King has graciously placed the injured and deceased victims of a pickup truck crash involving a group of monks in Mukdahan province under royal patronage.
The Mukdahan provincial public relations office announced on Friday that that His Majesty the King has extended royal patronage to both the injured and the deceased monks.

Mukdahan Hospital reported that Phra Sakhorn Klangsungnoen had succumbed to his injuries at about 9pm on Thursday, becoming the 10th fatality from the accident.

The public hospital said one critically injured monk, Phra Somkiat Maneepornratthanachai, who had been receiving treatment in the Surgical Intensive Care Unit (SICU), has been transferred to Sunpasitthiprasong Hospital in Ubon Ratchathani for specialist treatment.

The fatal crash occurred while a group of 34 monks was undertaking a thudong, or a forest pilgrimage from Wat Roi Phra Phutthabat Phu Manorom in Mukdahan to Nam Yuen district in Ubon Ratchathani. A pickup truck, driven by a 11-year-old boy, ploughed into the procession on Highway 2034 in tambon Na Si Nuan, Muang district of Mukdahan province.

Five monks died at the scene, while four others later succumbed to their injuries at Mukdahan Hospital. 

On Friday, Deputy Digital Economy and Society Minister Nan Boonthida Somchai visited Mukdahan Hospital to offer moral support to the injured monks and other victims while monitoring the progress of medical treatment and assistance for those affected.

The day before, Deputy Interior Minister Jeseth Thaiseth visited both the crash site and Mukdahan Hospital to encourage the injured monks and other victims. He instructed all relevant agencies to coordinate medical care, compensation and assistance for those affected, including support for the families of the deceased.

Pol Maj Gen Phairoj Thaiphutsa, commander of Mukdahan Provincial Police, said investigators had questioned the boy's mother to establish a detailed timeline covering a 12-kilometre route from the time the vehicle left home until it reached the crash site.

Police were also reviewing CCTV footage as part of the investigation. However, the boy has not yet been questioned due to remaining under close medical supervision, the provincial police chief said.
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									At least 3,700 excess deaths reported during heatwave in France, Belgium, Netherlands								

								Heatwave caused about 480 excess deaths in Holland, mainly affecting people aged 80+
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: An Ironman athlete runs past a shower near the Main River to cool off during the ongoing heat wave in Frankfurt, Germany, on June 28, 2026. (Photo: Reuters)]
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																PARIS -- France, the Netherlands and Belgium have recorded  3,700 excess deaths during the June heatwave that sent temperatures soaring across Europe, with authorities warning that the numbers are preliminary and could rise.
Experts have said the heatwave, which lasted  from about [?]June 20 to 28, was the worst recorded in Europe, causing disruption to power generation, damaging infrastructure and overwhelming healthcare systems. The extreme heat was almost certainly driven by climate change, scientists said.

There were 2,025 excess deaths recorded in France during the heatwave, with a [?]particular increase in deaths among people aged over 45, French Health Minister Stephanie Rist told local television on Friday.

Deaths at home rose 91% between June 22 and 28 compared to the previous week, while  deaths in nursing homes and healthcare facilities also increased, the country's public health authority said in a  bulletin.

"Mortality will ... be higher than these initial figures suggest," the authority warned.

'Unprecedented' mortality data

In Belgium, the Health  Ministry [?]said on Thursday it had registered excess mortality of about 1,200 deaths between June 18 [?]and June 29, adding that 530 of the deaths were among people aged 85 or older. People aged under 65 accounted for 180 [?]of the excess deaths.

"Such excess mortality during a  heatwave is unprecedented in our country," the ministry said in a statement.

Authorities in the Netherlands said the heatwave led to about 480 excess deaths, mainly among [?]the over 80s.

[image: A man walks near a billboard reading "The heat can kill you even at work. If they make you work in extreme heat, call the toll-free number" during a heatwave, in Rome, Italy, on June 30, 2026. (Photo: Reuters)]
A man walks near a billboard reading "The heat can kill you even at work. If they make you work in extreme heat, call the toll-free number" during a heatwave, in Rome, Italy, on June 30, 2026. (Photo: Reuters)
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									Loei couple suspected of heroin links questioned in Bangkok								

								Driver who delivered package to flight attendant says 'foreign man' accompanied him
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Officers escort a man who was brought from Loei for questioning at the Office of the Narcotics Control Board (ONCB) in Bangkok on Friday. He and his wife are suspected of involvement in delivering packages containing drugs to Bangkok to be transported overseas. (Photo: Reuters)]
											
																							
													Officers escort a man who was brought from Loei for questioning at the Office of the Narcotics Control Board (ONCB) in Bangkok on Friday. He and his wife are suspected of involvement in delivering packages containing drugs to Bangkok to be transported overseas. (Photo: Reuters)												

																					

									

																A Thai man and his Laotian wife were brought to Bangkok from Loei on Friday for questioning by narcotics investigators, who are trying to shed light on a network linked to the heroin carried by a Thai Airways International flight attendant who was arrested in Melbourne.
The couple have not been charged and are being treated only as suspects involved in the dispatching process of the heroin to the flight attendant, who has been identified only as Meena, said Areepak Ngernbamroong, spokeswoman for the Office of the Narcotics Control Board (ONCB).

Police and ONCB investigators questioned the couple -- identified only as Arthit, 43, and Thatsaphon, 42 -- in Loei on Thursday. Mr Arthit told them that he had been hired to send parcels from Laos on six occasions to Bangkok, the latest one on June 28. He also said he acted alone, and his wife denied any links to the packages and deliveries.

Authorities suspected that the couple could possibly be linked to a cell of a drug syndicate sending narcotics to clients in Thailand.

The flight attendant was arrested on June 25 at Melbourne Airport with more than one kilogramme of heroin with an estimated street price of A$500,000 (11.5 million baht).

Earlier reports said that Ms Meena had agreed on a fee of 8,800 baht with the person who had contacted her about carrying 12 elephant-print tote bags to Australia.

However, investigators on Friday said financial records showed that she received 3,400 baht -- a 1,700-baht deposit and another 1,700 baht on the day of her flight.

Meanwhile, police have traced a 59-year-old driver who delivered the parcel containing the tote bags -- two of which had heroin packets sewn into them -- to Ms Meena's condominium building in Bang Na on June 22.

The driver, from Ayutthaya, told police he was hired by a foreign-looking man who accompanied him during the delivery, according to local media reports.

Police have seized the driver's car for forensic examination.

[image: Security video shows a man delivering a parcel to the Bangkok residence of a Thai Airways International flight attendant on June 22. THree days later she was arrested at Melbourne Airport with more than one kilogramme of heroin. (Photo: CCTV footage)]
Security video shows a man delivering a parcel to the Bangkok residence of a Thai Airways International flight attendant on June 22. THree days later she was arrested at Melbourne Airport with more than one kilogramme of heroin. (Photo: CCTV footage)
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									Thai exports seen up 8% to 10% for 2026								

															

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: A new 22,000-square-metre cargo-handling facility at Laem Chabang Port in Chon Buri province in June 2026. (Photo: Port Authority of Thailand)]
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																Thailand's exports  are expected to rise by 8% to 10% this year, a shippers' group said on Friday, raising its forecast from  a [?]rise of 2% to 4% made in January.
Exports are expected to continue growing in the second half of 2026, although growth may slow [?]from the first half, the Thai National Shippers' Council said in a statement.

Shipments will be supported by demand for  electronics and AI-related goods, the group said, but it warned  that geopolitical tensions and global trade uncertainties could slow growth.

In the  first [?]five months of 2026, exports, a key [?]driver of Thailand's growth, rose 17% year-on-year. Exports increased 12.9% last year.

Last month, the Bank of Thailand (BoT) left its key  interest rate unchanged and raised its 2026 economic growth outlook to 2.3%, with exports seen up [?]14%.


	Related: 'Export boom' not reaching small companies
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									Your horoscope for July 3-9

									
								

									Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.
									
	[?] is for work, [?] is for money, [?] is for coupled life and [?] is for single life

	Previous ones: www.bangkokpost.com/shr/9b6b72ef





 Aries

Mar 21 - Apr 19

[?] Your high-priority project or steady effort will pay off with visible, measurable results. Expect tangible Roi and well-deserved kudos. You'll gain more say and stronger decision-making power, with buy-in and backing from the top. You'll be a total productivity powerhouse. A senior "empty suit" colleague may turn frenemy, act a little shady and stir gossip.

[?] Travel, networking and socialising could reveal side gigs or new ways to earn. Whether you're fundraising, hunting for financial backing or brokering deals, momentum is on your side. Your inner CFO says, "Save your money". Your Yolo side says, "You earned it. Go treat yourself".

[?] You two won't agree on everything. But instead of the silent treatment, you'll talk it out, honestly and respectfully, and land somewhere you both can live with. When life gets heavy and you ask for backup, your partner won't hesitate. They'll step in and handle it, no drama.

[?] Seeing someone? They might push for a label and commitment while you'll prefer keeping your options open for the time being. Romance scammers and silver-tongued gold diggers could slide into your DMs or show up while you're painting the town red.

 Taurus

Apr 20 - May 20

[?] Roadblocks are clearing. Work is hitting its flow state and the finish line is in sight. Any campaign or event you launch will win hearts, wallets and screen time, far exceeding original projections. Your network will level up, too. A job or business offer may pop up and it might feel too good to pass up. Read the fine print on pay and perks before committing. 

[?] Socialising costs will spike but think of it as a social tax that pays you back in money-making opportunities later. Don't flinch at spending on your own joy. Bills will get paid and savings will stay healthy. You'll run your money like a pro. 

[?] Work and responsibilities put closeness on the back burner. You two will drift into your own lanes. But distance could turn out to be a blessing in disguise. It'll make the heart grow fonder, acting as a reality check that helps you see each other's value more clearly and even reset old patterns and cool off the same old arguments. 

[?] If you've been caught in a going-nowhere situationship or an old love that won't leave your mind, closure will finally come through. Out of nowhere, a spark may occur with a friend or familiar face and you two might start talking on a deeper level. 

 Gemini

May 21 - Jun 20

[?] Work's ramping up. You're about to tackle a beast of a project that tests your stamina. A colleague at your level will try to white-ant you while seniors dump their tasks on you. A workplace veteran or OG will offer a helping hand but there's a catch -- a quid pro quo tied to office politics. Play the game. 

[?] Your income will match your hustle. Saving will slip down your priority list while retail therapy, soft life and treat culture go up. You'll spot a long-term money-making opportunity others overlook. Over-researching could lead to analysis paralysis. Trust your gut. 

[?] The "us time" will get eaten up by work and adult duties. Oddly enough, the distance might do you good. If things have been tense between you two, the breathing room could cool the tension or spark the clarity that's been missing between you. 

[?] Forget finding "the one". Work and money will take centrestage, keeping your calendar full and your focus away from romance. Being busy, financially empowered and unapologetically single is a vibe all on its own. Your bank account is your only soulmate right now.

 Cancer

Jun 21 - July 22

[?] Surprise travel, unscheduled meetings and on-the-fly training are on the cards. Your brain and instincts will work in sync, helping you glide past roadblocks. A ladder climber, power player or Machiavellian office politician may drag you into their games. You'll outplay them, but stay sharp. They won't forget, and they'll plot in the shadows. 

[?] An off-the-books side gig or under-the-radar work may pop up, pay well and let you stretch your creative muscles. Your budget will bend without breaking, no matter what hits your wallet. Going abroad? Guard your belongings or the universe will rehome them. 

[?] If you two have been sweeping issues under the rug, the universe will force a serious sit-down to settle things for good. Your relationship will get way more stable. Pen may meet paper as you lock in something real, from a property deal to a business pact or even a marriage registration. 

[?] A spark might ignite at work, at a networking event or during a professional gathering. Don't be surprised if a standard work conversation turns into something much more electric. You two will likely keep things off the radar, avoiding the gossip mill.

 Leo

Jul 23 - Aug 22

[?] You'll wrap up a tough assignment with flying colours, but don't expect downtime and celebration. Higher-ups will fast-track you into another high-stakes mission, counting on your brainpower. Your experience and strategy will keep things under control, even under pressure, politics and conflict. A light brownout and tiny boreout may creep in.

[?] You'll spot a money-making opportunity in health, wellness, entertainment or creative sectors before anyone else does. Stay sharp around celeb-bait and deepfake scams. Your inner CFO will lecture about budgets while your Yolo side waves a credit card and screams, "Add to cart! It's self-care!" 

[?] A canon event is coming and it'll shake up your relationship dynamic. Distance or a brand-new routine could be in the picture and neither will be easy. Cut the fluff; it's time to get real. You'll need an honest heart-to-heart about where this is going and what you two can truly take on. 

[?] Romantic prospects will show up but you'll be unbothered. You won't settle just to fill the silence. Solo life is kind to you and honestly, you're thriving on it. If you're in your healing era, you'll break the loop, stop doom-scrolling your memories and start focusing on what's next for your life.

 Virgo

Aug 23 - Sept 22

[?] Expect more on your plate, a steeper learning curve and higher expectations from higher-ups. Red tape and structural bottlenecks will chew through your patience. You'll often be at odds with colleagues over work processes and problem-solving approaches. Guard your bandwidth and sort your priorities. Rushing to the finish line could mean oversights and double work. 

[?] An off-the-books side gig or under-the-radar work may come up and pay nicely. Keep it discreet; loose lips sink ships. You'll be itching to blow some cash on a shiny new gadget or work gear. Cover the essentials first, then spend. Gambling is a hard no.

[?] You're living together but, vibe-wise, you're miles apart. You and your partner will be locked into your own goals, running on parallel tracks. Quality time slips and romance goes Mia. Expect some friction over whose priorities come first. Roommates with benefits? Feels more like just roommates. 

[?] A friend or familiar face may low-key shoot their shot, giving off more-than-friends energy, but you'll keep them in the friend zone. Unexpectedly, you'll click with someone younger. Fun to talk to, easy to vibe with, but the age gap and lifestyle differences are stark. More chat than chemistry.

 Libra

Sept 23 - Oct 22

[?] You'll be pushed out of your comfort zone into an irreversible transition. Your old playbook won't cut it anymore as new data keeps flooding in. You might feel lost at first, but you'll find your footing. The real challenge isn't the workload; it's learning to swallow your pride. 

[?] You'll stumble upon a hidden side hustle, an untapped revenue stream or tech tools that scale your income. Money easily comes, but is easily spent, though. You might chase dopamine hits and instant gratification, burning cash on every "must-have" whim like fiscal responsibility is just a myth. Don't guarantee anyone else's debt. 

[?] Things with your partner will be calm, maybe too calm. You'll both avoid the drama, but unspoken feelings could linger under the surface. Intimacy may trade thrill for tenderness. There's a deep, grounded safety in the routine that adventure just can't mimic. 

[?] Someone with a top-tier aesthetic and a solid career may slide into your life or DMs, serving stability, status and sex appeal. Impressive on paper, sure. Look twice. The vibe may feel slightly off and the red flags won't stay hidden for long.

 Scorpio

Oct 23 - Nov 21

[?] Your high-priority assignment or mission-critical initiative will land cleanly with metrics that speak for themselves. Compelling new opportunities will come your way, but be sure to vet the details thoroughly before putting pen to paper. If you're a nepo baby in the family biz, you could be thrust into a power seat unexpectedly, stirring bad blood with a few family members. 

[?] An irresistible opportunity to monetise your craft or productise your expertise will pop up. You'll totally dial in on your income and expense management. You might get pitched some opportunities in entertainment, wellness, health or biotech. DYOR first. Consider due diligence your financial seatbelt. Use it or enjoy the windshield. 

[?] Your "us time" will get squeezed by work and real-world responsibilities. A family elder may stir the pot, making it loud and clear that they don't see you two as a good fit socially. Expect them to weaponise their disapproval, pushing you both into a proving ground where your bond will be tested. 

[?] The stars say a captivating, taken friend or colleague is about to rizz you up, making you feel chosen. Tempting, yes. But stay woke. Playing with fire will only get you burned. They give you the ego boost but don't buy into the false hope. They already have an exit strategy and it doesn't include you.

 Sagittarius

Nov 22 - Dec 21

[?] Expect curveballs ahead, from pop-up tasks and fire drills to a last-minute collab with another team. You'll handle it with dynamic prioritisation, triaging tasks on the fly and keeping things moving. Surprise travel and ad hoc meetings may spark fresh ideas, solutions or unexpected opportunities. Your North Star goals aren't stalling. They're just taking the scenic route. 

[?] Making money will take more out of you but the bag will make it worth every drop of sweat. If you've got mouths to feed, budget like your life depends on it. Emergency expenses may hit you out of nowhere. Don't co-sign or guarantee anyone else's debt. Watch your valuables when you go out.  

[?] Miscommunication and tension will keep piling up. Neither of you will fully resolve anything. Someone close to you may say you two are a bad match and call your partner out for being all talk. You'll hear it, feel it, but walking away won't be easy. 

[?] Be ready to explore new romantic connections with the same and opposite sex. You may discover something new about yourself, no matter what age. No labels. No rush. Attraction isn't linear. Follow your inner compass.

 Capricorn

Dec 22 - Jan 19

[?] You'll have a major bandwidth issue due to little or no support. Between complex micro-tasks and constant re-dos driven by the team's misaligned communication, you'll be stretched thin. Expect covering for others with zero extra pay. Tech hiccups, glitchy devices, ad hoc meetings and surprise travel are also on the cards. 

[?] Investing with friends? One ugly truth could surface, burn the bridge and leave the investment dead in the water. Saving will take a backseat while retail therapy and treat culture take the wheel. If you've had cosmetic work done, an emergency revision is on the cards. Exercise extra caution before signing anything financial. 

[?] Buried in responsibilities, you'll slip into roommate mode, talking about bills and chores more than feelings. The spark won't be gone, just hidden under the weight of the to-do list. Entertaining someone on the side? They might drop a baby bombshell or push a situation that forces a reality check. 

[?] New DMs may slide in, but your social battery will be too low. You'll be running on empty after your responsibilities. Rest wins. Flirting can wait. Seeing someone? They'll give off "let's get serious" vibes, but you're in no rush to label anything.

 Aquarius

Jan 20 - Feb 18

[?] Expect a fresh pivot or to hit the ground running in a surprise new role. Hard carries will turn into clean wins and shelved ideas will gain traction. If you're job hunting or scouting for business deals, Fate will link you up with real door-openers. Secure the bag. Don't overthink it. Luck is on your side. 

[?] A kind uncle or big bro might drop some good news or plug you into a money-making opportunity. If you're selling your own property or brokering for someone else, expect to close the deal soon. Stay sharp around anything tied to luxury goods, fandom or entertainment. Scammers are working overtime and they will try to finesse you. 

[?] The spark may fizzle and you'll feel checked out. Your partner's sweet gestures could land flat or grate on your nerves. Expect tense silence where warmth used to be. Meanwhile, a friend or someone new online might catch your eye, with easy vibes you can't ignore. Easy doesn't always mean right. 

[?] Single life is losing its charm but swiping right still feels like settling. DMs roll in, friends play matchmaker and still nobody quite measures up. Let's be real: your standards might be reaching a stratospheric level or your ex left big shoes no one else could fill.

 Pisces

Feb 19 - Mar 20

[?] You'll be tapped for a critical initiative that calls for precision and serious grit. A few pot-stirrers, micromanagers and energy vampires will enter the picture. You'll skate through their mess with main character energy that makes handling it look like a leisure sport.

[?] The seeds you sowed are officially in their harvest era. A kind auntie or big sis will help you seal a sweet deal or drop insider info that boosts your bag. You'll cover the boring essentials with zero drama, leaving plenty of room to bankroll your own serotonin and support your lifestyle delusions. 

[?] You two are the weird friends, fully embracing each other's quirks. Your relationship is perfectly imperfect. Expect micromance, pebbling and glimmers between you two. Pen may meet paper as you lock in something real, from a property deal to a business pact or even a marriage registration. 

[?] You'll be deep in your corporate era: zero distractions, maximum grind and absolutely no time for romantic chaos. But the universe has other plans. Someone in uniform or a government official will slide into your orbit and try to recruit you for a very different kind of business.
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																Highway police have arrested four Chinese men, suspected of having links to a scam network, on a long-distance southern bus route in Tha Sae district of Chumphon province.
The four Chinese men, between the ages of 18 and 36, were apprehended in front of Tha Sae highway police service unit in tambon Tha Kham of Tha Sae district in the early hours of Friday, police said.

The operation followed a tip-off from an informant, who reported that a group of Chinese men, believed to be connected to a scam network, was travelling by interprovincial bus to southern Thailand while disguising themselves as tourists in an attempt to evade authorities.

Highway police subsequently monitored routes in the area and identified a bus matching the informant's description as it passed the highway police service unit. The officers stopped the vehicle and conducted a detailed inspection of passengers. 

During the search, the police team asked the four suspected Chinese passengers to show passports and documentation authorising their stay in Thailand.

However, all four were unable to produce any passports, visas or other immigration documents, prompting the officers to take them in for questioning.

During questioning, all four admitted they had entered Thailand illegally and possessed no valid immigration documents.

They were initially charged with entering and residing in Thailand without permission. The suspects were later handed over to Tha Sae police station for further legal proceedings.

[image: Highway police stop an interprovincial bus in front of Tha Sae highway police service unit in Chumphon province early Friday. Four Chinese passengers were taken for questioning for suspected links to a scam network. (Photo: Highway police)]
Highway police stop an interprovincial bus in front of Tha Sae highway police service unit in Chumphon province early on Friday. Four Chinese passengers were taken for questioning for suspected links to a scam network. (Photo: Highway police)
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																VANCOUVER - [?]Switzerland [?]eased past Algeria  2-0 on Thursday to book their  place in the World Cup round of 16, with Breel Embolo and Dan Ndoye on target.
The Swiss opener was crafted by  20-year-old talent [?]Johan Manzambi, who surged down the left flank before drilling a low ball across the face of goal for Embolo to convert.

The assist was Manzambi's second of the tournament. [?]The youngster has also scored three goals in four World Cup appearances despite making only two starts.

Switzerland doubled their advantage a minute  into the second half when Ndoye produced a composed finish beyond Algeria  goalkeeper Luca Zidane after the ball broke kindly to him on the edge  of [?]the box.

Switzerland, who were eliminated in the round of [?]16 in 2006, 2014, 2018 and 2022, will hope this time to break that cycle of disappointment. The [?]three-times World Cup quarter-finalists have  not reached the last eight since 1954.

Switzerland will remain in Vancouver, where they will face either Colombia or Ghana [?]in the last  16 on Tuesday. 
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/sports/3280495/embolo-ndoye-fire-switzerland-past-algeria-into-world-cup-last-16



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce have married in private, NY Post reports

									
								

									Taylor [?]Swift  and  Travis Kelce have married in private ahead  of a [?]planned celebration at New York's Madison Square [?]Garden, the New York Post's Page Six reported  on Thursday, citing  multiple unidentified sources.
									A representative for  Swift [?]did not [?]immediately respond to a request for [?]comment. 
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        Bangkokians hope for dry capital from winning governor
        Flooding topped the wish list of voters in the recently ended Bangkok election to see the new governor to tackle with their safety coming second in their priority, a survey showed on Friday.

      

      
        Honda targets hybrid EV leadership in the Thai market
        Honda Automobile (Thailand) is intensifying its strategy to challenge the Chinese-dominated electric vehicle (EV) market, announcing plans to make next-generation hybrid electric vehicles (HEVs) the cornerstone of its lineup.

      

      
        AI partnership targets business adoption
        The Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation (MHESI) and its Office of National Higher Education Science Research and Innovation Policy Council (NXPO) has partnered with AIS Academy and IRIS Consulting to launch the Thailand AI Readiness Index project (TARI), the nation's first such tool for organisations.

      

      
        Small Chinese auto firms keen on Thai expansion
        There are growing signs that small and medium-sized Chinese entrepreneurs in auto sectors are interested in investing in Thailand, according to the Thai-Chinese Chamber of Commerce.

      

      
        Court jails eight for illegal surrogacy
        The Criminal Court has sentenced four obstetricians and four brokers to prison terms of up to 15 years for their roles in a transnational commercial surrogacy network, ruling that they treated the human body as a commodity and deliberately circumvented the law.

      

      
        Budget bill clears first reading
        The House of Representatives on Thursday voted to advance the government's 3.788-trillion-baht national budget bill for the 2027 fiscal year, sending it to a 72-member special committee for scrutiny.

      

      
        Five officials probed over exam cheating
        Five officials from the Department of Local Administration (DLA) have been put under disciplinary investigation in connection with the recent local government recruitment exam fraud, Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul said on Thursday.

      

      
        Analyst predicts baht uptick in H2
        The narrowing trade deficit and easing inflationary pressure should support the baht regaining strength against the US dollar late in the third quarter this year, reversing a short-term depreciation trend, says Siam Commercial Bank Financial Markets (SCB FM).
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																Early in the morning on June 18, a message from an unknown account slipped into the TikTok inbox of a flight attendant in Bangkok with a series of questions: "Are you flying to Australia? Do you do carry-for-hire? What is your rate?" 
The 30-year-old, who flies for a regional budget carrier, ignored the message  and forgot about it -- until Tuesday, [?]when a Thai Airways International flight attendant was charged with importing more than one kilogramme of heroin into Australia hidden in several tote bags.

"I don't reply to strangers like this," the Bangkok flight attendant told Reuters, referring to the account that messaged her. She asked not to be named due to the sensitivity of the issue. "We've been constantly warned about this, no carry-for-hire. It's a well-known rule."

The unknown account -- named "Powder is Powder" in Thai -- was linked to drug trafficking networks that create fake social media accounts to find people to move illicit substances across borders, said [?]Areepak Ngernbamroong, spokeswoman for the Office of the Narcotics Control Board (ONCB). "The account has now been shut down," Ms Areepak said. "The ONCB is investigating, and preliminary findings indicate that the account used many different names."

In a statement following the detention, Thai Airways said it had strict rules governing the conduct of all employees and would cooperate with the relevant authorities.

Cross-border movement

After procuring drugs from neighbouring countries with large production facilities, trafficking networks move the substances through  Thailand concealed in items such as clothing, coffee packets, and vases, according to Thai authorities. The cultivation of opium poppies for the production of heroin in neighbouring Myanmar surged to its highest level in a decade in 2025, the  UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) reported in December.

War-torn Myanmar is the world's main known source of illicit opium, amid declining production in Afghanistan, as conflict and economic hardship push more farmers into the illicit trade. In Thailand,  trafficking networks [?]target specific groups of travellers, including flight attendants, to help transport the drugs overseas, said Pol Maj Suriya Singhakamol, secretary-general of the ONCB.

In the case of the Thai Airways flight attendant arrested in Australia, she [?]had initially posted in a social media group where people offer to carry items overseas for a fee, he said.

The flight attendant then began communicating with a Facebook user named "Rose Rose", according to Pol Maj Suriya.

"They later agreed on a fee of 8,800 baht," he told reporters.

The heroin concealed within the lining of the bags [?]carried by the attendant had an estimated street value of A$500,000 (11.5 million baht), according to the Australian Federal Police.

Using  similar methods, drug smuggling networks had prepared to send five more packages from the Thai capital Bangkok to Australia and Taiwan between June 30 and July 1, said Pol Maj Suriya.

"But authorities seized 24.38 kilogrammes of heroin, concealed in traditional goods, silk clothing, coffee sachets, and winter jackets," he said, adding that Thai agencies were coordinating with Australian and Taiwanese authorities.

So far, Thai [?]authorities have taken into custody two people, a Thai man  and his Lao wife, suspected of sending drug parcels from the border province of Loei to Bangkok.

The names of the couples were identified only as Mr Arthit, 43, and Ms Thatsaphon, 42, according to the Bangkok Post. The name of the THAI cabin attendant was identified as Ms Meena, 26.
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									Your horoscope for July 3-9

									
								

									Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.
									
	[?] is for work, [?] is for money, [?] is for coupled life and [?] is for single life

	Previous ones: www.bangkokpost.com/shr/9b6b72ef





 Aries

Mar 21 - Apr 19

[?] Your high-priority project or steady effort will pay off with visible, measurable results. Expect tangible Roi and well-deserved kudos. You'll gain more say and stronger decision-making power, with buy-in and backing from the top. You'll be a total productivity powerhouse. A senior "empty suit" colleague may turn frenemy, act a little shady and stir gossip.

[?] Travel, networking and socialising could reveal side gigs or new ways to earn. Whether you're fundraising, hunting for financial backing or brokering deals, momentum is on your side. Your inner CFO says, "Save your money". Your Yolo side says, "You earned it. Go treat yourself".

[?] You two won't agree on everything. But instead of the silent treatment, you'll talk it out, honestly and respectfully, and land somewhere you both can live with. When life gets heavy and you ask for backup, your partner won't hesitate. They'll step in and handle it, no drama.

[?] Seeing someone? They might push for a label and commitment while you'll prefer keeping your options open for the time being. Romance scammers and silver-tongued gold diggers could slide into your DMs or show up while you're painting the town red.

 Taurus

Apr 20 - May 20

[?] Roadblocks are clearing. Work is hitting its flow state and the finish line is in sight. Any campaign or event you launch will win hearts, wallets and screen time, far exceeding original projections. Your network will level up, too. A job or business offer may pop up and it might feel too good to pass up. Read the fine print on pay and perks before committing. 

[?] Socialising costs will spike but think of it as a social tax that pays you back in money-making opportunities later. Don't flinch at spending on your own joy. Bills will get paid and savings will stay healthy. You'll run your money like a pro. 

[?] Work and responsibilities put closeness on the back burner. You two will drift into your own lanes. But distance could turn out to be a blessing in disguise. It'll make the heart grow fonder, acting as a reality check that helps you see each other's value more clearly and even reset old patterns and cool off the same old arguments. 

[?] If you've been caught in a going-nowhere situationship or an old love that won't leave your mind, closure will finally come through. Out of nowhere, a spark may occur with a friend or familiar face and you two might start talking on a deeper level. 

 Gemini

May 21 - Jun 20

[?] Work's ramping up. You're about to tackle a beast of a project that tests your stamina. A colleague at your level will try to white-ant you while seniors dump their tasks on you. A workplace veteran or OG will offer a helping hand but there's a catch -- a quid pro quo tied to office politics. Play the game. 

[?] Your income will match your hustle. Saving will slip down your priority list while retail therapy, soft life and treat culture go up. You'll spot a long-term money-making opportunity others overlook. Over-researching could lead to analysis paralysis. Trust your gut. 

[?] The "us time" will get eaten up by work and adult duties. Oddly enough, the distance might do you good. If things have been tense between you two, the breathing room could cool the tension or spark the clarity that's been missing between you. 

[?] Forget finding "the one". Work and money will take centrestage, keeping your calendar full and your focus away from romance. Being busy, financially empowered and unapologetically single is a vibe all on its own. Your bank account is your only soulmate right now.

 Cancer

Jun 21 - July 22

[?] Surprise travel, unscheduled meetings and on-the-fly training are on the cards. Your brain and instincts will work in sync, helping you glide past roadblocks. A ladder climber, power player or Machiavellian office politician may drag you into their games. You'll outplay them, but stay sharp. They won't forget, and they'll plot in the shadows. 

[?] An off-the-books side gig or under-the-radar work may pop up, pay well and let you stretch your creative muscles. Your budget will bend without breaking, no matter what hits your wallet. Going abroad? Guard your belongings or the universe will rehome them. 

[?] If you two have been sweeping issues under the rug, the universe will force a serious sit-down to settle things for good. Your relationship will get way more stable. Pen may meet paper as you lock in something real, from a property deal to a business pact or even a marriage registration. 

[?] A spark might ignite at work, at a networking event or during a professional gathering. Don't be surprised if a standard work conversation turns into something much more electric. You two will likely keep things off the radar, avoiding the gossip mill.

 Leo

Jul 23 - Aug 22

[?] You'll wrap up a tough assignment with flying colours, but don't expect downtime and celebration. Higher-ups will fast-track you into another high-stakes mission, counting on your brainpower. Your experience and strategy will keep things under control, even under pressure, politics and conflict. A light brownout and tiny boreout may creep in.

[?] You'll spot a money-making opportunity in health, wellness, entertainment or creative sectors before anyone else does. Stay sharp around celeb-bait and deepfake scams. Your inner CFO will lecture about budgets while your Yolo side waves a credit card and screams, "Add to cart! It's self-care!" 

[?] A canon event is coming and it'll shake up your relationship dynamic. Distance or a brand-new routine could be in the picture and neither will be easy. Cut the fluff; it's time to get real. You'll need an honest heart-to-heart about where this is going and what you two can truly take on. 

[?] Romantic prospects will show up but you'll be unbothered. You won't settle just to fill the silence. Solo life is kind to you and honestly, you're thriving on it. If you're in your healing era, you'll break the loop, stop doom-scrolling your memories and start focusing on what's next for your life.

 Virgo

Aug 23 - Sept 22

[?] Expect more on your plate, a steeper learning curve and higher expectations from higher-ups. Red tape and structural bottlenecks will chew through your patience. You'll often be at odds with colleagues over work processes and problem-solving approaches. Guard your bandwidth and sort your priorities. Rushing to the finish line could mean oversights and double work. 

[?] An off-the-books side gig or under-the-radar work may come up and pay nicely. Keep it discreet; loose lips sink ships. You'll be itching to blow some cash on a shiny new gadget or work gear. Cover the essentials first, then spend. Gambling is a hard no.

[?] You're living together but, vibe-wise, you're miles apart. You and your partner will be locked into your own goals, running on parallel tracks. Quality time slips and romance goes Mia. Expect some friction over whose priorities come first. Roommates with benefits? Feels more like just roommates. 

[?] A friend or familiar face may low-key shoot their shot, giving off more-than-friends energy, but you'll keep them in the friend zone. Unexpectedly, you'll click with someone younger. Fun to talk to, easy to vibe with, but the age gap and lifestyle differences are stark. More chat than chemistry.

 Libra

Sept 23 - Oct 22

[?] You'll be pushed out of your comfort zone into an irreversible transition. Your old playbook won't cut it anymore as new data keeps flooding in. You might feel lost at first, but you'll find your footing. The real challenge isn't the workload; it's learning to swallow your pride. 

[?] You'll stumble upon a hidden side hustle, an untapped revenue stream or tech tools that scale your income. Money easily comes, but is easily spent, though. You might chase dopamine hits and instant gratification, burning cash on every "must-have" whim like fiscal responsibility is just a myth. Don't guarantee anyone else's debt. 

[?] Things with your partner will be calm, maybe too calm. You'll both avoid the drama, but unspoken feelings could linger under the surface. Intimacy may trade thrill for tenderness. There's a deep, grounded safety in the routine that adventure just can't mimic. 

[?] Someone with a top-tier aesthetic and a solid career may slide into your life or DMs, serving stability, status and sex appeal. Impressive on paper, sure. Look twice. The vibe may feel slightly off and the red flags won't stay hidden for long.

 Scorpio

Oct 23 - Nov 21

[?] Your high-priority assignment or mission-critical initiative will land cleanly with metrics that speak for themselves. Compelling new opportunities will come your way, but be sure to vet the details thoroughly before putting pen to paper. If you're a nepo baby in the family biz, you could be thrust into a power seat unexpectedly, stirring bad blood with a few family members. 

[?] An irresistible opportunity to monetise your craft or productise your expertise will pop up. You'll totally dial in on your income and expense management. You might get pitched some opportunities in entertainment, wellness, health or biotech. DYOR first. Consider due diligence your financial seatbelt. Use it or enjoy the windshield. 

[?] Your "us time" will get squeezed by work and real-world responsibilities. A family elder may stir the pot, making it loud and clear that they don't see you two as a good fit socially. Expect them to weaponise their disapproval, pushing you both into a proving ground where your bond will be tested. 

[?] The stars say a captivating, taken friend or colleague is about to rizz you up, making you feel chosen. Tempting, yes. But stay woke. Playing with fire will only get you burned. They give you the ego boost but don't buy into the false hope. They already have an exit strategy and it doesn't include you.

 Sagittarius

Nov 22 - Dec 21

[?] Expect curveballs ahead, from pop-up tasks and fire drills to a last-minute collab with another team. You'll handle it with dynamic prioritisation, triaging tasks on the fly and keeping things moving. Surprise travel and ad hoc meetings may spark fresh ideas, solutions or unexpected opportunities. Your North Star goals aren't stalling. They're just taking the scenic route. 

[?] Making money will take more out of you but the bag will make it worth every drop of sweat. If you've got mouths to feed, budget like your life depends on it. Emergency expenses may hit you out of nowhere. Don't co-sign or guarantee anyone else's debt. Watch your valuables when you go out.  

[?] Miscommunication and tension will keep piling up. Neither of you will fully resolve anything. Someone close to you may say you two are a bad match and call your partner out for being all talk. You'll hear it, feel it, but walking away won't be easy. 

[?] Be ready to explore new romantic connections with the same and opposite sex. You may discover something new about yourself, no matter what age. No labels. No rush. Attraction isn't linear. Follow your inner compass.

 Capricorn

Dec 22 - Jan 19

[?] You'll have a major bandwidth issue due to little or no support. Between complex micro-tasks and constant re-dos driven by the team's misaligned communication, you'll be stretched thin. Expect covering for others with zero extra pay. Tech hiccups, glitchy devices, ad hoc meetings and surprise travel are also on the cards. 

[?] Investing with friends? One ugly truth could surface, burn the bridge and leave the investment dead in the water. Saving will take a backseat while retail therapy and treat culture take the wheel. If you've had cosmetic work done, an emergency revision is on the cards. Exercise extra caution before signing anything financial. 

[?] Buried in responsibilities, you'll slip into roommate mode, talking about bills and chores more than feelings. The spark won't be gone, just hidden under the weight of the to-do list. Entertaining someone on the side? They might drop a baby bombshell or push a situation that forces a reality check. 

[?] New DMs may slide in, but your social battery will be too low. You'll be running on empty after your responsibilities. Rest wins. Flirting can wait. Seeing someone? They'll give off "let's get serious" vibes, but you're in no rush to label anything.

 Aquarius

Jan 20 - Feb 18

[?] Expect a fresh pivot or to hit the ground running in a surprise new role. Hard carries will turn into clean wins and shelved ideas will gain traction. If you're job hunting or scouting for business deals, Fate will link you up with real door-openers. Secure the bag. Don't overthink it. Luck is on your side. 

[?] A kind uncle or big bro might drop some good news or plug you into a money-making opportunity. If you're selling your own property or brokering for someone else, expect to close the deal soon. Stay sharp around anything tied to luxury goods, fandom or entertainment. Scammers are working overtime and they will try to finesse you. 

[?] The spark may fizzle and you'll feel checked out. Your partner's sweet gestures could land flat or grate on your nerves. Expect tense silence where warmth used to be. Meanwhile, a friend or someone new online might catch your eye, with easy vibes you can't ignore. Easy doesn't always mean right. 

[?] Single life is losing its charm but swiping right still feels like settling. DMs roll in, friends play matchmaker and still nobody quite measures up. Let's be real: your standards might be reaching a stratospheric level or your ex left big shoes no one else could fill.

 Pisces

Feb 19 - Mar 20

[?] You'll be tapped for a critical initiative that calls for precision and serious grit. A few pot-stirrers, micromanagers and energy vampires will enter the picture. You'll skate through their mess with main character energy that makes handling it look like a leisure sport.

[?] The seeds you sowed are officially in their harvest era. A kind auntie or big sis will help you seal a sweet deal or drop insider info that boosts your bag. You'll cover the boring essentials with zero drama, leaving plenty of room to bankroll your own serotonin and support your lifestyle delusions. 

[?] You two are the weird friends, fully embracing each other's quirks. Your relationship is perfectly imperfect. Expect micromance, pebbling and glimmers between you two. Pen may meet paper as you lock in something real, from a property deal to a business pact or even a marriage registration. 

[?] You'll be deep in your corporate era: zero distractions, maximum grind and absolutely no time for romantic chaos. But the universe has other plans. Someone in uniform or a government official will slide into your orbit and try to recruit you for a very different kind of business.
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																Flooding topped the wish list of voters in the recently ended Bangkok election to see the new governor to tackle with their safety coming second in their priority, a survey showed on Friday.
A poll by King Prajadhipok's Institute showed almost one-fifth of Bangkokians wanted Governor Chadchart Sittipunt to prevent flooding in the capital in the wet season and almost 16% wanted a safer Bangkok for their lives and properties, ahead of corruption, which received 14.5% in the survey results.

Key problems needing a fix from the governor were:


	No more floods in the rainy season: 19.9%

	Safety of lives and properties: 15.9%

	End of corruption: 14.5%

	Better pedestrian pavement: 10%

	End of pollution: 9.5%



The survey asked 2,150 eligible voters in Bangkok from Monday to Thursday after Mr Chadchart won a second term as Bangkok governor in the election on Sunday. The Bangkok Metropolitan Council election conducted simultaneously saw the People's Party controlling 22 out of 50 seats, followed by the Working People group on 11, the Democrat Party on eight and Pheu Thai Life Long Tua on four.

The official results of the two elections have not been announced by the Election Commission.

A quarter of Bangkok residents in the survey by the institute also expected the city councillors to concentrate on pushing for rules and regulations for public benefits and 15% relied on them to monitor the work of Mr Chadchart and his administrative team.
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																Honda Automobile (Thailand) is intensifying its strategy to challenge the Chinese-dominated electric vehicle (EV) market, announcing plans to make next-generation hybrid electric vehicles (HEVs) the cornerstone of its lineup.
By 2029, the Japanese automaker expects nearly 90% of the cars it sells in Thailand to be HEVs, aiming to counter the rapid rise of Chinese battery electric vehicles (BEVs), which dominate the market.

Honda wants to promote its "e:HEV" technology, which combines an electric motor with a petrol engine that can switch between generating electricity and powering the wheels.

Honda president and chief executive Koji Iwanami said the system offers significant advantages, including automatic recharging while driving and reduced fuel consumption, making it a cost-effective alternative to BEVs.

"Honda expects the e:HEV to outperform BEVs. These HEVs will help Japanese car makers gain market share in Thailand from Chinese BEVs," Mr Iwanami said.

The company recently introduced four new Honda City models in Thailand: the e:HEV RS, e:HEV SV, e:HEV V and VTEC Turbo. Honda projects sales of 40,000 units over one year, with 31,000 already sold between January and May 2026.

Honda targets total car sales of 76,000 units in Thailand this year, while the domestic market is expected to total 660,000 units.

Globally, Honda announced plans to cut the cost of its next-generation hybrid systems by more than 30% compared with previous versions, allowing the company to produce vehicles locally at competitive prices, directly challenging Chinese BEVs.

"Honda's car prices should be more attractive to customers who want new technology but not BEVs," Mr Iwanami said.

The company also urged the Thai government to extend local content requirements, currently applied to internal combustion engine (ICE) vehicles, to BEVs, ensuring that more than 90% of components are sourced domestically.

The automaker reaffirmed its commitment to Thailand as a key Southeast Asian hub, with its Prachinburi plant, built with a 17-billion-baht investment following the 2011 Ayutthaya floods, serving as a central manufacturing and export base.

Shun Kuroda, chief officer for sales and services at Honda Automobile (Thailand), emphasised the company's focus on the B-segment subcompact market, citing its affordability, efficiency and versatility.

He said Honda continues to invest in BEV technology alongside hybrids.

Looking ahead, Honda forecasts that HEVs will capture 52% of Thailand's car market by 2029, followed by BEVs at 33%, ICE vehicles at 13%, and other technologies at 2%.
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									AI partnership targets business adoption								

								New initiative aims to assess Thai companies' AI readiness and strengthen their competitiveness
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																The Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation (MHESI) and its Office of National Higher Education Science Research and Innovation Policy Council (NXPO) has partnered with AIS Academy and IRIS Consulting to launch the Thailand AI Readiness Index project (TARI), the nation's first such tool for organisations.
The partnership aims to help organisations assess their artificial intelligence (AI) readiness and strengthen business competitiveness and country policy in the era of AI.

The findings from the assessment are set to be introduced in December.

By 2027, organisations that participate in the survey receive an AI Capability Report, similar to an AI Capability Assessment certificate.

Thailand wants to build AI infrastructure to become a cost-effective hub for technology and data centres.

"AI is no longer just a technology; it is a strategic force shaping national development across the economy, industry, innovation and the workforce," said MHESI Minister Yodchanan Wongsawat at the launch of the project.

He said that Thai organisations' ability to adopt AI effectively will be critical to strengthening the country's long-term competitiveness.

TARI offers a clear navigation of AI readiness, helping Thailand assess its capabilities against regional and global peers, identify gaps, and design targeted policies and support programmes, said Mr Yodchanan, who is also a member of the National AI Committee.

He said that AI development must be a national effort under the "AI for All" agenda, with MHESI laying the foundations in science, technology, talent development, and practical AI use cases in industry, agriculture and healthcare.

The push comes as Thailand faces three major global disruptions: tech competition, climate change, and an aged society.

Addressing these challenges will require stronger data capabilities, from satellite data for environmental monitoring to genomic data for precision medicine.

"Thailand cannot rely solely on foreign technology and infrastructure. To build true resilience and innovation, we must develop our own technology structures, including data centres, local hardware capabilities, and secure storage for strategic datasets," said Mr Yodchanan.

Thailand's geopolitical neutrality and central location in Southeast Asia enable the country to become a cost-effective hub for technology and data centres, he said.

Critical milestone

"Thailand is at a critical milestone in its transition to an AI economy -- one that is reshaping how we work and redefining national competitiveness," said Kantima Lerlertyuttitham, deputy chief executive and chief corporate officer at AIS.

The key question is not whether AI will replace people, but how we prepare people, organisations, and the nation to use AI to boost productivity and economic growth, she said.

Most organisations do not lack technology -- they lack clarity on their readiness, where to begin, and how to turn AI into real business impact, said Ms Kantima.

"Based on AIS's experience in driving AI transformation, from building AI literacy and upskilling employees to embedding AI into enterprise products and services, we believe AI adoption must start with a clear understanding of readiness across people, skills, data, processes, and culture, not technology investment alone," she said.

Guided by AIS's vision of "Think Ahead for Thais", AIS is working with leading partners to develop TARI as a common tool to help Thai organisations assess readiness, identify gaps, and define a practical path for AI adoption.

"TARI will be an important mechanism to help Thai organisations and the country move confidently toward the AI economy -- where competitiveness is defined by who is better prepared to use it effectively," Ms Kantima added.

"For TARI, we are driven by social responsibility. We stand on the belief that a company cannot grow if the country does not grow."

TARI is a tool to help the private sector move forward systematically with a clear framework, rather than just purchasing technology, she said.

NXPO president Surachai Sathitkunarat said a key challenge in AI policy development is the lack of reliable, comprehensive data on Thai organisations' AI readiness.

Current data remains fragmented, making it difficult to assess readiness across industries.

TARI will provide a common assessment framework to give all sectors a clearer view of their readiness.

"NXPO will use aggregated insights from TARI to design industry-specific support measures, with strong data governance to build trust and ensure responsible use of data for policy development," said Mr Surachai.

AI CAPABILITY REPORT

Chatchai Khunpitiluck, head of AIS Academy, said in 2027 that the TARI assessment will be conducted twice a year, alongside the launch of the "AI Capability Report", a health check-up for organisations to gauge their AI readiness. 

"After completing the assessment, organisations will receive an index score that allows them to benchmark their AI readiness against peers in their industry and the national average," Mr Chatchai said.

He said corporate AI adoption comes with risks, including legal compliance, customer data privacy, and data leakage.

Through this initiative, organisations will be able to access an AI readiness assessment free of charge, although such assessments are typically offered as paid services.

The index will serve as a practical checklist for executives to navigate the AI wave, balance risks with business benefits, and avoid investing in AI tools before their foundations -- such as AI policy, data readiness, and governance -- are in place.

The assessment will be structured into three tiers: pioneer organisations led by senior executives from major industries, including in-depth interviews, corporate partners, and community participants like SMEs.

Boriwat Pinpradab, chairman of IRIS Consulting, said the company sees many organisations eager to adopt AI, but are uncertain about whether to begin with people, data or processes.

Some already have AI projects underway but struggle to scale impact across the organisation, which is why a standardised assessment tool is essential.

Under this collaboration, TARI assesses organisational readiness across eight dimensions: AI strategy and leadership; data management; technology and infrastructure; people and AI skills; governance and risk; AI use cases and business value creation; organisational culture and change management; and AI implementation and realised impact.

Over 40 leading organisations have joined as pioneers in TARI. The initiative will later expand to SMEs and supply chains, targeting 5,000 participants in the first year and 20,000 in the next phase.

Organisations interested in contributing to TARI can register at https://thailand-tari.ai.
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																There are growing signs that small and medium-sized Chinese entrepreneurs in auto sectors are interested in investing in Thailand, according to the Thai-Chinese Chamber of Commerce.
Poj Aramwattananont, chairman of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, said Chinese business investment in Thailand increased over the past 4-5 years.

Mr Poj, who is also a member of the Board of Investment, said a large number of Chinese entrepreneurs have signalled their interest in investing here.

Narongsak Putthapornmongkol, president of the Thai-Chinese Chamber of Commerce, said a substantial portion of the Chinese investment in the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC) is from state-owned enterprises.

However, he said there is growing interest from smaller and medium-sized Chinese companies, particularly those in the auto parts and auto battery sectors, seeking to invest in the area.

Thailand still lacks the capability to manufacture products in these categories that meet the needs of Chinese automakers, said Mr Narongsak.

Chinese automakers are willing to purchase Thai-made auto parts, he noted, but did not specify which areas Thai manufacturers should focus on to better serve the needs of Chinese automakers.

Mr Narongsak suggested Thai businesses use this opportunity to learn about Chinese technology, which enables the production of quality products at competitive prices.

Thai manufacturers need to develop their capabilities to compete with Chinese manufacturers, he said.

The Thai Board of Trade, the Thai-Chinese Chamber of Commerce and the Chinese Enterprises Association are organising the Thailand-China Cooperation Expo 2026 from July 22-25 at Challenger Hall 2 at Impact Muang Thong Thani. The expo features a consultation zone offering advice on investment and other business operations, business-to-business matching between Thai and Chinese companies, a job fair and an education fair, and conferences on business trends, trade and investment.
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																The Criminal Court has sentenced four obstetricians and four brokers to prison terms of up to 15 years for their roles in a transnational commercial surrogacy network, ruling that they treated the human body as a commodity and deliberately circumvented the law.
The Criminal Court on Ratchadaphisek Road on Thursday delivered its verdict in the second case arising from a cross-border commercial surrogacy operation. Prosecutors charged 10 defendants, including Lt Col Dr Chanin Asawataret, with participating in a transnational criminal organisation, arranging commercial surrogacy, and illegally importing or exporting embryos, sperm and human eggs.

The case stemmed from a 2020 investigation by the Anti-Human Trafficking Division, which dismantled a surrogacy network allegedly financed by Chinese national Ran Zhao. The syndicate recruited Thai women to become surrogate mothers or sell their eggs for in-vitro fertilisation.

Investigators said the women were paid 400,000-450,000 baht each and taken to Laos and Cambodia for embryo implantation to circumvent Thailand's ban on commercial surrogacy. They then returned to Thailand for prenatal care before travelling to China shortly before giving birth.

According to investigators, Dr Chanin played a key role by preparing sperm samples and performing embryo implantation procedures. Police also arrested a Thai female broker who handled financial transactions, tracing more than 70 international money transfers linked to the network.

In its ruling, the court said the four obstetricians and gynaecologists knew commercial surrogacy and the sale of human eggs violated both the law and medical ethics, yet deliberately carried out the procedures abroad to evade Thai law.

The court also found that the four brokers played key roles in the operation, harming the rights and welfare of children born through the scheme by separating them from their biological families and exposing them to potential long-term psychological harm.

The court convicted the doctors and brokers on multiple counts. Although it reduced their sentences by one-quarter because they cooperated, it imposed lengthy prison terms because of the seriousness of the offences.

Dr Chanin, whom the court identified as the ringleader among the medical professionals, was sentenced to 15 years in prison. The other three doctors received sentences of 13 years, 13 years and six months, and 10 years and six months.

The four brokers received prison terms of 13 years and six months, 10 years and six months, seven years and six months, and four years and six months. The court acquitted two other defendants.

The case is separate from the prosecution of Ran Zhao and three associates, who pleaded guilty to operating the surrogacy ring. They were each sentenced to 150 years in prison, later reduced to 75 years because of their guilty pleas.
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																The House of Representatives on Thursday voted to advance the government's 3.788-trillion-baht national budget bill for the 2027 fiscal year, sending it to a 72-member special committee for scrutiny.
The bill passed its first reading with 288 votes in favour, 119 against and 86 abstentions after three days of debate.

The House also appointed the 72-member special committee to examine the bill before its second and third readings. The panel includes 18 cabinet ministers and MPs from coalition and opposition parties.

During the debate, the government defended its fiscal strategy while the opposition questioned its spending priorities and fiscal discipline.

In his closing statement, Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said the government remained committed to boosting Thailand's competitiveness, raising incomes and helping households cope with economic hardship despite limited fiscal room.

He defended the government's 400-billion-baht emergency borrowing decree, saying swift action was needed to prevent economic difficulties from escalating into a broader crisis affecting small businesses and employment.

Mr Ekniti said the borrowing would support struggling households and finance Thailand's green energy transition. He said the country's heavy reliance on imported oil and natural gas left it vulnerable to rising global energy prices.

Over the past two months, higher oil prices have contributed to a current account deficit exceeding 500 billion baht, making programmes such as "Thais Help Thais Plus" and investment in the energy transition essential, he said.

Rejecting criticism over fiscal discipline, Mr Ekniti said the government had acknowledged the country's fiscal challenges and adopted a medium-term framework to reduce the budget deficit from 4.4% of GDP last year to 3% by 2029. The target for the coming fiscal year is 3.9%, he added.

He also stressed the need to shift public spending towards investment.

Although direct investment spending in the budget remained limited, the government planned to supplement it with 270 billion baht in state enterprise investment and public-private partnership projects covering infrastructure, clean energy and water management, he said.

Mr Ekniti said the budget complied with all legal requirements and that suggestions raised during the debate would be forwarded to the special committee for detailed consideration.
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																Five officials from the Department of Local Administration (DLA) have been put under disciplinary investigation in connection with the recent local government recruitment exam fraud, Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul said on Thursday.
Welcoming the completion of a ministry investigation a week after it was ordered, Mr Anutin said the investigation committee, led by the ministry's deputy permanent secretary, Santitorn Yimlamai, had confirmed attempts to falsify and cheat in the recruitment examination.

"I will reveal details as much as possible without exploiting the case or interfering with evidence collected from the investigation," Mr Anutin said.

The scandal involves widespread cheating discovered in exams organised last year by the DLA, part of the Interior Ministry overseen by Mr Anutin, to recruit nearly 7,000 local administrative officials.

Thousands of participants are said to have paid between 350,000 and 800,000 baht each to ensure they passed the exams. This in turn led to the arrest of 10 people, mostly civil servants, who were caught red-handed with doctored exam results.

According to Mr Santitorn, the investigation committee summoned 15 individuals for questioning, with some submitting clarification documents.

It is also gathering as many records as possible from related parties and has sought input from technological experts.

The initial probe confirmed that contractors did not transfer checked answer sheet files to the DLA as soon as they obtained them from 10 examination locations.

Mr Santitorn added that 48 of the 79 sample sheets stored on thumb drives collected from the DLA showed mismatched scores between the answer sheets and the processed score listings, with more than half having scores in both sections of the test altered to significantly higher results.

The findings showed the DLA had failed to conduct a reverse check against the listings for candidates who passed the test's third section, a positional exam hosted by respective agencies, after receiving the results of the other two sections.

Mr Santitorn said that some information was altered before it was submitted to an official test announcement platform.

The investigation revealed that DLA officers, contractors and private companies were involved in the test falsification network, with at least five DLA officers expected to be charged with disciplinary violations, Mr Santitorn added.

The House Committee on Decentralisation and Local Administration on Thursday invited representatives of the relevant agencies to a meeting to discuss the exam fraud, but Srinakharinwirot University (SWU), which administered the exams, did not send anyone.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3280099/five-officials-probed-over-exam-cheating



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Analyst predicts baht uptick in H2								

								Weakening trend is dubbed short-term
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: A foreign tourist exchanges currency at a money exchange booth in Bangkok. (Photo: Somchai Poomlard)]
											
																							
													A foreign tourist exchanges currency at a money exchange booth in Bangkok. (Photo: Somchai Poomlard)												

																					

									

																The narrowing trade deficit and easing inflationary pressure should support the baht regaining strength against the US dollar late in the third quarter this year, reversing a short-term depreciation trend, says Siam Commercial Bank Financial Markets (SCB FM).
Wachirawat Banchuen, senior financial markets strategist at SCB FM, said the baht depreciation trend is largely temporary and does not signal a prolonged weakening.

The Thai currency recently weakened below 33 baht to the dollar, briefly approaching 33.5, driven by short-term factors rather than underlying economic deterioration, he said.

"The baht has not weakened significantly compared with other regional currencies and remains relatively stable," said Mr Wachirawat.

"The recent depreciation mainly reflected temporary capital outflows, particularly foreign selling in the Thai equity market. Once those flows subsided, the baht quickly stabilised."

The latest weakness should not be compared with the 1997 Asian financial crisis, as the current dip was largely a one-off event rather than the start of a sustained sell-off, he noted.

In the near term, SCB FM projects the baht to trade in a range of 33-33.50 to the dollar, with modest downside pressure remaining from the widening interest rate differential between Thailand and the US.

The Bank of Thailand is expected to keep interest rates unchanged to support its fragile economy, while markets continue to expect the US Federal Reserve to maintain relatively high interest rates due to persistent inflationary pressures.

Thailand's trade balance remains in a headwind after recording a trade deficit of around US$10 billion in May, followed by another deficit of roughly $5 billion last month, which has added pressure on the currency.

Despite the near-term weakness, Mr Wachirawat said he expects the baht to begin appreciating in the late third quarter or early fourth quarter as market expectations for wider US-Thailand interest rate differentials seem overly aggressive.

"Both the Fed and the Bank of Thailand are likely to leave policy rates unchanged for the remainder of the year as inflation has started to ease," he noted.

As a result, the US dollar is expected to lose some momentum, reducing pressure on the baht.

In addition, Thailand's external position is likely to improve as the trade deficit narrows and the current account gradually returns to neutral.

"These factors should help the baht recover, with the currency likely to strengthen to 32.5-33 per dollar by the end of the year," said Mr Wachirawat.

He suggested exporters hedge around 60% of their expected foreign currency receipts through spot transactions, while using options to retain some flexibility amid continued market volatility.

Importers are advised not to rush purchasing dollars at current levels. Instead, they should hedge only around 20% of their foreign currency requirements and wait for the baht to strengthen later before increasing dollar purchases, said Mr Wachirawat.
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																Thailand's exports  are expected to rise by 8% to 10% this year, a shippers' group said on Friday, raising its forecast from  a [?]rise of 2% to 4% made in January.
Exports are expected to continue growing in the second half of 2026, although growth may slow [?]from the first half, the Thai National Shippers' Council said in a statement.

Shipments will be supported by demand for  electronics and AI-related goods, the group said, but it warned  that geopolitical tensions and global trade uncertainties could slow growth.

In the  first [?]five months of 2026, exports, a key [?]driver of Thailand's growth, rose 17% year-on-year. Exports increased 12.9% last year.

Last month, the Bank of Thailand (BoT) left its key  interest rate unchanged and raised its 2026 economic growth outlook to 2.3%, with exports seen up [?]14%.


	Related: 'Export boom' not reaching small companies
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																Honda Automobile (Thailand) is intensifying its strategy to challenge the Chinese-dominated electric vehicle (EV) market, announcing plans to make next-generation hybrid electric vehicles (HEVs) the cornerstone of its lineup.
By 2029, the Japanese automaker expects nearly 90% of the cars it sells in Thailand to be HEVs, aiming to counter the rapid rise of Chinese battery electric vehicles (BEVs), which dominate the market.

Honda wants to promote its "e:HEV" technology, which combines an electric motor with a petrol engine that can switch between generating electricity and powering the wheels.

Honda president and chief executive Koji Iwanami said the system offers significant advantages, including automatic recharging while driving and reduced fuel consumption, making it a cost-effective alternative to BEVs.

"Honda expects the e:HEV to outperform BEVs. These HEVs will help Japanese car makers gain market share in Thailand from Chinese BEVs," Mr Iwanami said.

The company recently introduced four new Honda City models in Thailand: the e:HEV RS, e:HEV SV, e:HEV V and VTEC Turbo. Honda projects sales of 40,000 units over one year, with 31,000 already sold between January and May 2026.

Honda targets total car sales of 76,000 units in Thailand this year, while the domestic market is expected to total 660,000 units.

Globally, Honda announced plans to cut the cost of its next-generation hybrid systems by more than 30% compared with previous versions, allowing the company to produce vehicles locally at competitive prices, directly challenging Chinese BEVs.

"Honda's car prices should be more attractive to customers who want new technology but not BEVs," Mr Iwanami said.

The company also urged the Thai government to extend local content requirements, currently applied to internal combustion engine (ICE) vehicles, to BEVs, ensuring that more than 90% of components are sourced domestically.

The automaker reaffirmed its commitment to Thailand as a key Southeast Asian hub, with its Prachinburi plant, built with a 17-billion-baht investment following the 2011 Ayutthaya floods, serving as a central manufacturing and export base.

Shun Kuroda, chief officer for sales and services at Honda Automobile (Thailand), emphasised the company's focus on the B-segment subcompact market, citing its affordability, efficiency and versatility.

He said Honda continues to invest in BEV technology alongside hybrids.

Looking ahead, Honda forecasts that HEVs will capture 52% of Thailand's car market by 2029, followed by BEVs at 33%, ICE vehicles at 13%, and other technologies at 2%.
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																The Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation (MHESI) and its Office of National Higher Education Science Research and Innovation Policy Council (NXPO) has partnered with AIS Academy and IRIS Consulting to launch the Thailand AI Readiness Index project (TARI), the nation's first such tool for organisations.
The partnership aims to help organisations assess their artificial intelligence (AI) readiness and strengthen business competitiveness and country policy in the era of AI.

The findings from the assessment are set to be introduced in December.

By 2027, organisations that participate in the survey receive an AI Capability Report, similar to an AI Capability Assessment certificate.

Thailand wants to build AI infrastructure to become a cost-effective hub for technology and data centres.

"AI is no longer just a technology; it is a strategic force shaping national development across the economy, industry, innovation and the workforce," said MHESI Minister Yodchanan Wongsawat at the launch of the project.

He said that Thai organisations' ability to adopt AI effectively will be critical to strengthening the country's long-term competitiveness.

TARI offers a clear navigation of AI readiness, helping Thailand assess its capabilities against regional and global peers, identify gaps, and design targeted policies and support programmes, said Mr Yodchanan, who is also a member of the National AI Committee.

He said that AI development must be a national effort under the "AI for All" agenda, with MHESI laying the foundations in science, technology, talent development, and practical AI use cases in industry, agriculture and healthcare.

The push comes as Thailand faces three major global disruptions: tech competition, climate change, and an aged society.

Addressing these challenges will require stronger data capabilities, from satellite data for environmental monitoring to genomic data for precision medicine.

"Thailand cannot rely solely on foreign technology and infrastructure. To build true resilience and innovation, we must develop our own technology structures, including data centres, local hardware capabilities, and secure storage for strategic datasets," said Mr Yodchanan.

Thailand's geopolitical neutrality and central location in Southeast Asia enable the country to become a cost-effective hub for technology and data centres, he said.

Critical milestone

"Thailand is at a critical milestone in its transition to an AI economy -- one that is reshaping how we work and redefining national competitiveness," said Kantima Lerlertyuttitham, deputy chief executive and chief corporate officer at AIS.

The key question is not whether AI will replace people, but how we prepare people, organisations, and the nation to use AI to boost productivity and economic growth, she said.

Most organisations do not lack technology -- they lack clarity on their readiness, where to begin, and how to turn AI into real business impact, said Ms Kantima.

"Based on AIS's experience in driving AI transformation, from building AI literacy and upskilling employees to embedding AI into enterprise products and services, we believe AI adoption must start with a clear understanding of readiness across people, skills, data, processes, and culture, not technology investment alone," she said.

Guided by AIS's vision of "Think Ahead for Thais", AIS is working with leading partners to develop TARI as a common tool to help Thai organisations assess readiness, identify gaps, and define a practical path for AI adoption.

"TARI will be an important mechanism to help Thai organisations and the country move confidently toward the AI economy -- where competitiveness is defined by who is better prepared to use it effectively," Ms Kantima added.

"For TARI, we are driven by social responsibility. We stand on the belief that a company cannot grow if the country does not grow."

TARI is a tool to help the private sector move forward systematically with a clear framework, rather than just purchasing technology, she said.

NXPO president Surachai Sathitkunarat said a key challenge in AI policy development is the lack of reliable, comprehensive data on Thai organisations' AI readiness.

Current data remains fragmented, making it difficult to assess readiness across industries.

TARI will provide a common assessment framework to give all sectors a clearer view of their readiness.

"NXPO will use aggregated insights from TARI to design industry-specific support measures, with strong data governance to build trust and ensure responsible use of data for policy development," said Mr Surachai.

AI CAPABILITY REPORT

Chatchai Khunpitiluck, head of AIS Academy, said in 2027 that the TARI assessment will be conducted twice a year, alongside the launch of the "AI Capability Report", a health check-up for organisations to gauge their AI readiness. 

"After completing the assessment, organisations will receive an index score that allows them to benchmark their AI readiness against peers in their industry and the national average," Mr Chatchai said.

He said corporate AI adoption comes with risks, including legal compliance, customer data privacy, and data leakage.

Through this initiative, organisations will be able to access an AI readiness assessment free of charge, although such assessments are typically offered as paid services.

The index will serve as a practical checklist for executives to navigate the AI wave, balance risks with business benefits, and avoid investing in AI tools before their foundations -- such as AI policy, data readiness, and governance -- are in place.

The assessment will be structured into three tiers: pioneer organisations led by senior executives from major industries, including in-depth interviews, corporate partners, and community participants like SMEs.

Boriwat Pinpradab, chairman of IRIS Consulting, said the company sees many organisations eager to adopt AI, but are uncertain about whether to begin with people, data or processes.

Some already have AI projects underway but struggle to scale impact across the organisation, which is why a standardised assessment tool is essential.

Under this collaboration, TARI assesses organisational readiness across eight dimensions: AI strategy and leadership; data management; technology and infrastructure; people and AI skills; governance and risk; AI use cases and business value creation; organisational culture and change management; and AI implementation and realised impact.

Over 40 leading organisations have joined as pioneers in TARI. The initiative will later expand to SMEs and supply chains, targeting 5,000 participants in the first year and 20,000 in the next phase.

Organisations interested in contributing to TARI can register at https://thailand-tari.ai.
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																There are growing signs that small and medium-sized Chinese entrepreneurs in auto sectors are interested in investing in Thailand, according to the Thai-Chinese Chamber of Commerce.
Poj Aramwattananont, chairman of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, said Chinese business investment in Thailand increased over the past 4-5 years.

Mr Poj, who is also a member of the Board of Investment, said a large number of Chinese entrepreneurs have signalled their interest in investing here.

Narongsak Putthapornmongkol, president of the Thai-Chinese Chamber of Commerce, said a substantial portion of the Chinese investment in the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC) is from state-owned enterprises.

However, he said there is growing interest from smaller and medium-sized Chinese companies, particularly those in the auto parts and auto battery sectors, seeking to invest in the area.

Thailand still lacks the capability to manufacture products in these categories that meet the needs of Chinese automakers, said Mr Narongsak.

Chinese automakers are willing to purchase Thai-made auto parts, he noted, but did not specify which areas Thai manufacturers should focus on to better serve the needs of Chinese automakers.

Mr Narongsak suggested Thai businesses use this opportunity to learn about Chinese technology, which enables the production of quality products at competitive prices.

Thai manufacturers need to develop their capabilities to compete with Chinese manufacturers, he said.

The Thai Board of Trade, the Thai-Chinese Chamber of Commerce and the Chinese Enterprises Association are organising the Thailand-China Cooperation Expo 2026 from July 22-25 at Challenger Hall 2 at Impact Muang Thong Thani. The expo features a consultation zone offering advice on investment and other business operations, business-to-business matching between Thai and Chinese companies, a job fair and an education fair, and conferences on business trends, trade and investment.
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									Analyst predicts baht uptick in H2								

								Weakening trend is dubbed short-term
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																The narrowing trade deficit and easing inflationary pressure should support the baht regaining strength against the US dollar late in the third quarter this year, reversing a short-term depreciation trend, says Siam Commercial Bank Financial Markets (SCB FM).
Wachirawat Banchuen, senior financial markets strategist at SCB FM, said the baht depreciation trend is largely temporary and does not signal a prolonged weakening.

The Thai currency recently weakened below 33 baht to the dollar, briefly approaching 33.5, driven by short-term factors rather than underlying economic deterioration, he said.

"The baht has not weakened significantly compared with other regional currencies and remains relatively stable," said Mr Wachirawat.

"The recent depreciation mainly reflected temporary capital outflows, particularly foreign selling in the Thai equity market. Once those flows subsided, the baht quickly stabilised."

The latest weakness should not be compared with the 1997 Asian financial crisis, as the current dip was largely a one-off event rather than the start of a sustained sell-off, he noted.

In the near term, SCB FM projects the baht to trade in a range of 33-33.50 to the dollar, with modest downside pressure remaining from the widening interest rate differential between Thailand and the US.

The Bank of Thailand is expected to keep interest rates unchanged to support its fragile economy, while markets continue to expect the US Federal Reserve to maintain relatively high interest rates due to persistent inflationary pressures.

Thailand's trade balance remains in a headwind after recording a trade deficit of around US$10 billion in May, followed by another deficit of roughly $5 billion last month, which has added pressure on the currency.

Despite the near-term weakness, Mr Wachirawat said he expects the baht to begin appreciating in the late third quarter or early fourth quarter as market expectations for wider US-Thailand interest rate differentials seem overly aggressive.

"Both the Fed and the Bank of Thailand are likely to leave policy rates unchanged for the remainder of the year as inflation has started to ease," he noted.

As a result, the US dollar is expected to lose some momentum, reducing pressure on the baht.

In addition, Thailand's external position is likely to improve as the trade deficit narrows and the current account gradually returns to neutral.

"These factors should help the baht recover, with the currency likely to strengthen to 32.5-33 per dollar by the end of the year," said Mr Wachirawat.

He suggested exporters hedge around 60% of their expected foreign currency receipts through spot transactions, while using options to retain some flexibility amid continued market volatility.

Importers are advised not to rush purchasing dollars at current levels. Instead, they should hedge only around 20% of their foreign currency requirements and wait for the baht to strengthen later before increasing dollar purchases, said Mr Wachirawat.
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									Computer buyers shrug off price hike								

								Demand surges for premium models
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																Despite higher computer prices, consumer demand has not declined as IT products have become resilient economic necessities, say retailers.
Buyers are shifting towards premium models as entry-level goods wane, said leading IT retailers and the organisers of the Commart trade show, while others are "panic buying" before prices rise even further.

Takon Niyomthai, investor relations manager at IT product distributor Com7, told the Bangkok Post retail prices surged by 30-50% in the first half of this year.

"This uptick was primarily driven by the cost of memory components, which skyrocketed by 200-300%," he said.

Popular brands including Apple recently announced price adjustments for products.

Despite these steep price hikes, sales for Windows PCs and Android smartphones have not declined, as consumers buy them "out of necessity" to access new technologies such as artificial intelligence (AI), and to keep up with standard upgrade cycles, said Mr Takon.

"In fact, the anticipation of further memory price increases has prompted some consumers to buy devices earlier than planned to lock in current prices," he said.

Premium Products

The market dynamic now heavily favours the premium segment. While the total number of IT units sold has dipped by around 5%, the premium market segment grew by 30%, resulting in an overall revenue increase of roughly 15%.

Conversely, entry-level products face severe supply shortages. Devices that used to serve the budget market, such as older Apple models costing less than 20,000 baht, are essentially out of stock, pushing the new entry-level barrier to more than 20,000 baht.

The cost of standard entry-level phones also surged to around 5,000 baht from 3,000 baht.

Mr Takon said the rising costs affected specific computer categories, with high-end AI workstations now extremely expensive.

"Standard AI PCs, which might have cost 25,000 to 30,000 baht at the beginning of the year, are now priced between 35,000 and 40,000 baht during the second half," he said.

In addition, the do-it-yourself PC building market has noticeably dropped, particularly in the 30,000 baht mid-range segment, as the inflated prices of memory and solid-state drives propel the cost of custom builds, said Mr Takon.

Apple customers are considered to be the least price-sensitive. Instead of switching to a cheaper Android or Windows alternative, they are more likely to simply downgrade among Apple products, such as opting for a MacBook Air instead of a MacBook Pro, he noted.

Second-hand market

Mr Takon said the second-hand market is thriving because of tighter consumer budgets.

Smartphones are the most popular second-hand items, followed by tablets, with iPhones the top choice, he noted.

Com7 maintained its annual targets of 10% revenue growth and 15% profit growth, bolstered by a first-quarter performance that exceeded expectations.

"Our business performance indicates people who must buy devices are still doing so," Mr Takon said.

Panic Buying

"This year IT product prices have continued to rise, and they are expected to keep increasing into next year," Kasame Srilertchaipanij, vice-president of marketing at IT City, told the Bangkok Post.

"However, we have not seen demand decline, nor are consumers delaying purchases. People are still buying, driven by AI-enabled devices and the fear that prices will continue to spike later, which is driving panic buying among users. Although prices are rising, the industry's gross profit has not improved much due to high costs and intense competition."

IT City diversified into project-based sales by providing more consulting services to help users maximise productivity with AI-enabled PCs.

At the Commart Ultraforce event, IT City is hosting a lucky draw worth a few hundred thousand baht. The event runs from July 2-5 at Bitec.

Commart will be a key indicator of purchasing power trends in the second half of the year, Mr Kasame said.

The IT retail market this year is expected to remain flat, he said.

Pornchai Jantarasupasang, media and event director at ARIP, the organiser of Commart Ultraforce, said the profile of Commart attendees includes high purchasing power, with average spending of 40,000 baht per visitor.

"Complete product prices will increase by 10% compared with the March event, in addition to component price hikes for chipsets and hard disk drives," he said.

The best-selling products at the trade show are expected to be AI PCs ranging from 30,000-40,000 baht, said Mr Pornchai.

He estimated transactions at the event at 3 billion baht, similar to the March edition.
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																The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) has introduced a new set of listing and disclosure rules aimed at strengthening corporate governance, improving market transparency and aligning the country's capital market with international standards.
Under the new regulations, listed companies and investment trusts are now required to disclose events that could affect their financial position or operating performance, such as asset impairment, expected credit losses, unrecoverable deposits and other significant financial risks.

Companies must disclose such information when submitting their financial statements and continue providing quarterly progress updates until the issues have been fully resolved.

The new regulations took effect on Wednesday, following a public consultation process and approval by the Securities and Exchange Commission.

According to the SET, the revised framework applies not only to listed companies, but also real estate investment trusts, property and infrastructure funds.

The measures are designed to ensure investors receive timely, complete and transparent information, enabling better-informed investment decisions while enhancing confidence in Thailand's capital market, the bourse said in a statement.

The regulatory overhaul comes as exchanges worldwide continue to tighten disclosure standards and governance requirements in response to increasingly complex business structures, evolving financial risks and growing investor demand for greater transparency.

The SET also strengthened disclosure requirements related to corporate governance. Listed companies are now required to immediately inform investors whenever their board of directors or audit committee identify incidents that could materially affect internal control systems. Quarterly updates must also be provided until corrective actions are completed.

Another amendment increases transparency regarding major shareholders. Companies are now required to disclose significant changes in shareholdings on a monthly basis, including ownership changes of at least 5% reported under Thailand's securities acquisition and disposal regulations, as well as the results of completed tender offers.

"The requirement is intended to provide investors with clearer visibility into ownership changes that could influence corporate control or strategic direction," noted the bourse.

Backdoor listing rules were also updated, shifting the focus from the legal structure of transactions to their economic substance. Under the new framework, transactions may be classified as backdoor listings if they effectively result in a new business entering the market through the acquisition of a listed company, particularly when the acquired assets exceed the size of the existing listed business, control changes hands, more than half of directors or executives are replaced, or existing shareholders are diluted to below 50% of paid-up capital.

In addition, the SET tightened the criteria governing cash companies -- listed firms whose assets consist primarily of cash or cash equivalents without a clearly identifiable operating business. Rather than focusing solely on whether companies sold major assets, regulators will assess their overall financial condition to determine whether they continue to satisfy listing qualifications. The revised assessment applies to financial statements for accounting periods ending after July 1.

Investor protection measures were strengthened through revisions to the rules governing the C (Caution) designation. Under the new approach, the compliance period for warning signs related to non-compliance or insufficient free float begins from the date companies are legally required to disclose material information, instead of the date they make the disclosure.

The change is intended to prevent companies from benefiting by delaying announcements and receiving additional time to rectify problems, noted the bourse.

The SET also revised free float requirements for newly listed companies. Large companies with paid-up capital exceeding 10 billion baht no longer receive temporary exemptions from minimum public shareholding requirements. If a company's public shareholding falls below the required threshold immediately after trading begins, it is deemed to have failed the exchange's listing qualifications.

"The reforms represent another step towards building a more transparent, accountable and internationally competitive capital market," said the bourse.

By strengthening corporate disclosure, governance standards and investor protection, the exchange aims to reinforce market integrity, improve regulatory consistency and enhance long-term confidence among investors.
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																The State Enterprise Policy Office (Sepo) is preparing to reclassify certain shareholdings in the Finance Ministry's portfolio that were previously designated as strategic assets to be retained, allowing them to be sold.
According to Tibordee Wattanakul, director-general of Sepo, the office manages more than 100 securities in which the Finance Ministry holds less than a 50% stake. These holdings were acquired for various reasons, and some were classified as strategic national assets, making them ineligible for disposal.

Sepo is preparing to propose the reclassification to the ministry before submitting it to the cabinet for approval.

Mr Tibordee said market conditions have changed and competition in these industries has increased, meaning continued state support is no longer considered necessary. These holdings should be reclassified, allowing the ministry to dispose of certain shareholdings, he said.

Mr Tibordee declined to identify which companies could lose their strategic status, citing potential business impacts.

Sepo has implemented an ongoing plan to manage ministry shareholdings of less than 50%, rationalising both listed and unlisted investments that are no longer deemed necessary. The objective is to convert these assets into government revenue and rebalance the portfolio towards investments offering better returns.

Among the ministry's 25 unlisted equity holdings, five companies are considered to have strong potential, he said. These investments were acquired for historical reasons, including after military coups or through asset confiscations by the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC).

Sepo has engaged a financial advisor to conduct valuations of these unlisted shares, a process that is nearing completion. However, disposing of unlisted shares remains challenging because there are no readily available market prices for reference, Mr Tibordee noted.

In addition, the ministry tends to set relatively high asking prices to protect government officials from potential scrutiny or allegations of selling assets below fair value.

The companies cannot be disclosed because they are commercially sensitive, and disclosure could adversely affect their business reputations, he said.

The ministry already divested shares in listed companies in which it held less than a 50% stake. Last year, the ministry sold 16 listed securities, generating proceeds of more than 3 billion baht.

This year, the ministry sold four securities worth around 600 million baht.

The proceeds were reinvested in listed shares offering stronger returns, such as those of PTT Plc, Sepo noted.

Despite efforts to reduce the portfolio, the ministry continues to receive new securities each year through the transfer of assets confiscated in various legal cases.

On average, 6-10 new securities are added to the portfolio annually, including shares transferred from the NACC, the Anti-Money Laundering Office and narcotics-related asset forfeiture cases.
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									Germany's Infineon opens major chip plant								

								B5-billion-euro complex to help EU achieve more digital autonomy
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																DRESDEN, Germany - The German semiconductor giant Infineon opened a five-billion-euro ($5.7 billion) microchip plant on Thursday, as Europe seeks to bolster its high-tech autonomy.
The "Smart Power Fab" in the eastern city of Dresden, completed three months ahead of schedule, has been hailed as a symbol of an EU push to reduce dependency for crucial parts on Asia and the United States.

"We all want to further strengthen Europe's position as a semiconductor hub," Infineon CEO Jochen Hanebeck said at the opening ceremony. "And technological sovereignty does not begin with words, but with factories like this one."

The plant will produce chips for intelligent power management that are used in everything from electric vehicles, wind turbines and solar plants to data centres crucial for artificial intelligence.

The plant will operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week with employees working in three shifts.

In the highly automated "clean rooms" where chips are manufactured, the air is continuously filtered to eliminate virtually all dust, and employees wear a polyester-carbon fibre blend suit, a hood, mask, latex gloves and boots to prevent any contamination.

The facility was backed by the EU's Chips Act with one billion euros in subsidies, part of a broader policy aimed at doubling the EU's share of global semiconductor production from 10 to 20 percent by 2030.

Chancellor Friedrich Merz, who addressed the event via live video link from Berlin, said the plant opening "has direct strategic significance for our digital sovereignty, our economic resilience and our independence".

"Investment in data centres is breaking new records year on year," Merz said, referring to the AI-driven boom in demand. "Because the foundations for the industries of the future are being laid today."

'Silicon Saxony'

Work on the new plant began in May 2023, and represents both the largest single investment in Infineon's history and a major strategic pivot for the technology firm based outside of Munich.

The company has moved away from being primarily a supplier to the automotive industry and instead sought to capitalise on the massive AI investment boom.

However, the plant opening comes amid significant volatility affecting AI-related stocks, driven by growing concerns over the difficulty of making these massive investments profitable.

The plant is located in the heart of Germany's "Silicon Saxony", which has boasted one of Europe's most dynamic clusters for the microchip industry with a regional specialisation in the sector that dates to investments by communist East Germany.

Dresden, home to nine universities, has a large number of trained engineers who are sought after by the roughly 2,500 companies in the sector operating in the area.

"One in three chips produced in Europe is made in Saxony," Germany's digital minister, Karsten Wildberger, noted at the event.

While constructing the "Smart Power Fab" came at a high cost, the subsequent unit production cost of the microchips will be minimal, say experts.

"The chip industry is a business driven by extreme economies of scale," Wolfgang Weber, head of the German electronics association ZVEI, told AFP.

"The first chip is incredibly expensive because you have to build a factory first --- an investment that can run into the billions of euros. Once production is up and running, unit costs drop sharply."
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																Fujifilm Corp said on Wednesday it will release new products in its single-use film camera QuickSnap series for the first time in 20 years, banking on a resurgence in popularity among young people who are generally more used to taking photos with smartphones.
The release of the waterproof model "Active" and the black-and-white film model "Black and White" comes as the Tokyo-based company marks the 40th anniversary of the debut of the series sold under the brand name "Utsurundesu" in Japan.

The Black and White model is slated to go on sale from as early as September and retail for around 4,300 yen (890 baht), with the company saying it enables users to capture monochrome photos that make subjects stand out, helping create "distinctive and artistic" shots without the need for special settings or advanced techniques.

The Active model can shoot at depths of up to 10 metres and will be released in early August with a price tag of around 4,480 yen.

More than 1.7 billion QuickSnap cameras have been sold worldwide to date. After peaking in 1997, sales declined with the rise of digital cameras and camera-equipped mobile phones but began to bounce back from 2021.

Fujifilm said the thrill of not knowing what photos were taken until the film is developed has resonated with customers.

"The experience is valued, rather than the camera's functions," said Ryuichiro Takai of the company's Imaging Solutions Division.
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        Digital choices shape kids' health
        From social media and online gaming to generative AI systems, digital environments are powerful determinants of people's health. That is especially true of children and young people. Around the world, childhood is being reprogrammed by digital technologies that shape how young people learn, play, and connect.

      

      
        Next Iran war may be sooner than you think
        One stage of the Iran war has ended, but the world may be mistaking a pre-election pause for lasting peace. Tehran's economic leverage will likely remain strong through the US midterm elections in November, but could weaken once the votes are counted, raising the risk of renewed confrontation afterward.

      

      
        'Middle powers' to fill the global gap?
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																From social media and online gaming to generative AI systems, digital environments are powerful determinants of people's health. That is especially true of children and young people. Around the world, childhood is being reprogrammed by digital technologies that shape how young people learn, play, and connect.
Our task is not to celebrate or condemn technology. It is to face a simple truth: our digital environment not only promises far-reaching benefits but also poses grave risks for children's health and development. Our responsibility is to maximise the first while preventing the second. It is not too late to act, but it is too late for merely incremental adjustments.

Digital tools can expand opportunity by supporting learning, communication, and access to health services, especially for children in remote or crisis-affected settings. For many young people, online spaces also offer creativity, community, and belonging, particularly for those facing exclusion offline.

But these benefits are not guaranteed; they depend heavily on who has access, how technologies are designed, and whose interests they serve.

Governments are increasingly recognising that protecting children online is a public-health imperative. Australia has implemented the world's first requirement that social media platforms prevent children under 16 from holding accounts, while France is advancing legislation to prohibit access to social media for those under 15. Indonesia has banned access for children under 16, Spain has announced plans to do so, and Ireland is working with European Union partners to develop age restrictions and age-assurance systems focused on protecting under-16s.

The United Kingdom, too, recently announced plans to ban social media platforms from offering services to under-16s, alongside additional safeguards like restrictions on livestreaming and contacts from strangers. And Canada has introduced legislation to restrict access to social media for children under 16 while requiring stronger safety-by-design protections and accountability from platforms.

Together, these measures reflect a growing global consensus that digital environments require effective governance, age-appropriate design, and stronger safeguards to protect child health. The World Health Organization is supporting this by strengthening the research needed to develop a clearer understanding of the impact of today's and tomorrow's technologies, providing technical advice to countries, and promoting safe, equitable digital health environments.

Solutions are needed because digital environments are not neutral. How they are designed, governed, and monetised shapes many aspects of our lives.

For example, repeated exposure to stereotyped, sexualised, violent, or discriminatory content shapes how children understand themselves and the world around them. Algorithms increasingly filter health information to increase attention rather than accuracy, allowing misleading claims to spread. The collection and use of personal data, particularly for profiling and targeted marketing, raise concerns about privacy, manipulation, and well-being.

Current evidence associates excessive digital exposure with problems such as anxiety, depression, poor sleep, increased aggression, and, in more severe cases, suicidality, especially among vulnerable adolescents. Digital marketing on platforms may expose people to the promotion of harmful products, such as tobacco, alcohol, and gambling platforms.

Social media, gaming, and AI use can deepen loneliness and displace offline relationships. Prolonged use contributes to sedentary behaviour and reduced sleep, which are known risk factors for noncommunicable diseases.

Online sexual exploitation and abuse are also increasing globally, alongside a sharp rise in child sexual abuse material, AI-generated abuse imagery, and deepfake sexual or bullying content. These have profound and lasting consequences for mental health, trust, and safety.

Commercial practices increase all these risks. Many platforms are designed to maximise engagement, without adequate protection from exposure to harmful content or features to protect children's physical and mental health.

Reducing exposure to illegal or extreme and graphic content is essential. But children's well-being requires more than the absence of harm. It depends on stable relationships, appropriate boundaries, physical activity, and opportunities for real-world social connection. Risks multiply when digital environments disrupt -- rather than support -- healthy development.

Generative AI is a major force multiplier in terms of both risks and opportunities for child well-being. Used responsibly, purpose-built AI tools may support education, accessibility, and health. But their long-term impact on children's expectations of relationships, empathy, or self-regulation is unclear. As long as that remains true, a precautionary approach is not anti-innovation. It is pro-child.

Digital balance is part of the solution. While digital environments require regulation, transparency, age-appropriate design, stronger safety and trust features, and accountability, evidence must keep pace with technology, requiring independent, longitudinal research across income settings and regions.

Above all, we must listen to today's youth. As active users of technology, they can help digital environments evolve responsibly. The online and offline worlds now form a single space where digital tools can support healthy development -- or crowd it out. Young people should bring their own lived experiences to bear in order to help shape appropriate guardrails. Parents, caregivers, schools, and communities must also be part of this conversation.

This process demands sustained collaboration across governments, industry, civil society, and public health institutions, built on a shared commitment to maximising benefits and minimising harms. More transparency, data sharing, health-promoting design choices, and corporate support for effective safety standards, especially for minors, are essential. The WHO can play its convening role and influence in setting norms and standards.

Our children and young people are not experimental subjects, a captive market, or a commodity. Together, we can and must shape digital environments that protect and support their healthy development. The choices we make now will echo for generations.

Emmanuel Macron is President of France. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus is Director-General of the World Health Organization.
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																One stage of the Iran war has ended, but the world may be mistaking a pre-election pause for lasting peace. Tehran's economic leverage will likely remain strong through the US midterm elections in November, but could weaken once the votes are counted, raising the risk of renewed confrontation afterward.
In this dangerous new environment, how might the rest of the world position itself to avoid becoming collateral damage once again? Whether the 60-day talks between the US and Iran will produce a durable settlement remains unclear -- especially given the tit-for-tat attacks over the weekend.

But what's most important for markets is that the interim agreement has restored energy flows through the Strait of Hormuz, the critical energy chokepoint that was effectively closed during the conflict. This has sent crude prices tumbling back near pre-war levels.

From the start of the war, many -- including myself -- argued that rising oil prices would shape the politics of the conflict as much as missiles and diplomacy. That now seems to have been borne out.

The war may have lasted longer than expected, but economic and political pressures appear to have heavily influenced President Donald Trump's decisions, as evidenced by the US willingness to give Iran many items on its wish list in exchange for simply reopening the strait. A key deadline for the administration was always the US midterm elections in November -- and that remains the case. The question now is what happens to the balance of power between Washington and Tehran after voters go to the polls. How much damage control the Trump administration can do now will largely depend on the trajectory of gasoline prices over the next few months. Pump prices have already fallen to about US$3.90 (130 baht) per gallon, from a peak of near $4.50 during the conflict, Energy Information Administration data showed.

But that could reverse if peace talks break down. Tehran might not even need to close the Strait of Hormuz to influence energy prices. It may only need to make traders believe that oil and gas flows through the Gulf are at risk. That risk premium could quickly feed into crude and gasoline prices, freight costs, fertilisers and industrial input costs. In an election year, that gives Iran power.

The delicate balance of power might change significantly after the US midterms on Nov 3, however. If Republicans lose seats, Mr Trump could face a more hostile or divided Congress, making it harder to pass budgets and legislation.

Democrats are currently widely believed to have a strong chance of taking back control of the House of Representatives, where they only need a net gain of five seats.

Domestic gridlock could increase the temptation for Mr Trump to seek political victories abroad, where he can make his mark with fewer constraints from Congress or the courts.

While Mr Trump appears to have limited appetite to resume full-scale fighting now, he has received harsh criticism for an interim deal that appears to favour Iran.

Moreover, Brent's swift retreat suggests energy traders can quickly shrug off political risk. That may make renewed military pressure more attractive after the midterms.

So Iran may have the upper hand for now, but that could change if a deal cannot be finalised by autumn, a strong possibility given how far apart the parties are on key sticking points such as Iran's nuclear programme.

The upshot of this seesawing leverage is not permanent war, but persistent risk.

That leaves large energy importers, like Europe and much of Asia, vulnerable to unexpected spikes in oil and gas prices and disruptions to the supply of fertilisers and other commodities in the coming years.

The best defence for these countries appears simple: reduce the hold imported fossil fuels have over their economies.

Europe seems to have gotten the memo. After two energy shocks in five years, many governments in the region are reconsidering domestic oil and gas production -- a short-term solution -- and accelerating investments in renewables and nuclear power to become less dependent on imported fossil fuels.

Yes, this shift would increase supply-chain dependence on China, the dominant player in renewables technology.

If gas and oil imports are interrupted, power plants and refineries that rely on them come under immediate pressure. But if China restricts exports of solar cells or wind turbines, existing solar and wind farms would largely keep running. Which is the safer strategic bet?

One phase of the Iran war may be ending, but the longer fight might just be getting started -- and vulnerable countries would be wise to prepare for it. REUTERS

Joachim Klement is an investment strategist for Panmure Liberum.
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								ABROAD AT HOME
							

																By all accounts, the world we have inhabited is being disrupted, turned on its head, and set to its side. In all the think-tank and university-led discussions I have recently attended, it has become customary to acknowledge and lament the inexorable breakdown of the international system, in which conflict is on the march and cooperation is on the wane. The ensuing gap between conflict and cooperation amid global disruption and "rupture" has given rise to what Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney has called a "middle powers" strategy. Whether it can materialise, in my view, depends on the extent to which middle powers.
Speaking in January at the World Economic Forum Annual Meeting in Davos, Prime Minister Carney has set the global geostrategic tone since. It also lays out a vision of how the international system could still function even when the great powers -- the United States, in this case -- shirk their traditional global leadership. The middle powers, such as Canada and more broadly the democratic nations, can stick together in a kind of minilateralism with "variable geometry" to seek strategic autonomy in trade, energy, supply chains, and other forms of geoeconomic cooperation.

When I first heard and read Mr Carney's speech, my first impulse was to think about how the world would be better off with more leaders like him. Yet my second reaction about his call for middle powers' collectivism and activism is "a great geostrategic idea but who goes first?" That is, who leads among the middle powers? Any global leadership would also have to put up with "free riders", or smaller countries that benefit greatly but don't contribute as much. Even if some middle powers -- say, the larger European economies alongside Japan, South Korea and Australia -- are able to band together, the third challenge is how to prevent the great powers -- that is, the US or China -- from spoiling the resulting cooperative efforts.

The question of who goes first is paramount. When the US principally constructed and underwrote the post-Second World War international system, Washington did so at substantial expense, providing international public goods ranging from international trade and global security to trade privileges, aid, and capacity-building programmes for poorer countries. The US had comparatively vast resources at the time, and such a world in which it led, even while paying for the costs of that leadership, was ultimately worthwhile for securing its national interests.

But now that the US is baulking in a belligerent fashion under the second administration of President Donald Trump, which nation can play this role? If a group of nations want to do so, who goes first? To what extent is US leadership indispensable for a stable, peaceful and prosperous international order? This is the heart of the matter. Mr Carney's middle-powers proposition is essentially tantamount to a "world minus one", in the words of former Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, or perhaps "minus two" if China is to be included. Can the rest of the world get their act together without the superpowers? It's not implausible but very difficult. Certainly, we are not seeing it happening or in the offing so far.

Then there is the free-rider problem that is inherent in any group effort. Some group members just want to gain benefits without paying commensurate costs. Let's say if middle powers can organise a trade liberalisation regime and take on global economic leadership, perhaps akin to a multilateralised Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), the smaller economies in this grouping would likely benefit more than their larger counterparts. The larger economies, therefore, must allow smaller peers to gain a disproportionate advantage.

Doing so will be hard for the larger economies, especially as they will have domestic constituencies to cater to and vested interests to protect at home. The same logic can be applied to the security realm where medium-sized and smaller nations can come together, but their varying and unequal contributions will be an obstacle. It can happen, but free-riding makes it that much more difficult.

Finally, the biggest players can spoil any get-together. China, for example, has used its influence over smaller Asean member states to prevent them from agreeing to any joint position that goes against Beijing's preferences. In 2012, Asean for the first time was unable to come up with a joint statement on the Code of Conduct for the South China Sea. Similarly, the US can twist the arms of its allies and partners not to join any security cooperation among the middle powers over which Washington has no say.

The US and China are already applying pressure on economic partners to choose sides. For example, Huawei 5G users in Thailand and Malaysia may soon find their tech ecosystems incompatible with US-based rivals as supply chains, advanced chips and codes fragment in different directions. Without either or both the US and China, any multilateral trade regime will be much less substantial and comprehensive.

It is tough to operate and function without the great powers. We are so accustomed to the US-led international system, with China's phenomenal rise within it, that organising among the middle and smaller powers seems daunting. One way ahead is to ensure that European middle powers are open and connected to those from outside the continent and to keep a "fortress Europe" at bay. Another is to promote inter-regional linkages, such as Southeast Asia-Europe and Asean-Japan-Korea, not to mention Southeast Asia pairings with the Middle East, Africa, and South America.

While his words were easier said than followed through, Mr Carney spoke with the right spirit of defiance and resilience. His bold and sobering call for greater attention, activism, and agency from middle powers is spot-on, even if it needs a lot of work. At a minimum, middle powers working together more can increase their leverage vis-a-vis the US and China. And then we can hope that Washington will turn around to some degree after the current Trump term ends and that China and US-China relations after President Xi Jinping's tenure will be less fraught and divisive, and more accommodating for what's left of the international system to rebuild on.



Thitinan Pongsudhirak  is a professor and senior fellow of the Institute of Security and International Studies at Chulalongkorn University's Faculty of Political Science. He earned a PhD from the London School of Economics with a top dissertation prize in 2002. Recognised for excellence in opinion writing from Society of Publishers in Asia, his views and articles have been published widely by local and international media. He is also a non-resident associate with the Southeast Asia Centre at the London School of Economics.
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																A decision by the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) to take its time in its investigation into alleged recruitment exam fraud has raised fears that only small fish will be caught.
The anti-graft agency this week announced it would need another three to six months to complete its investigation. The probe centres on allegations of fraud and bribery in a recruitment examination for positions at the Department of Local Administration (DLA) under the Ministry of Interior. More than 430,000 applicants sat the examination last December, competing for over 6,500 positions.

The investigation aims to identify those who demanded kickbacks in exchange for guaranteeing favourable examination results and recruitment. The alleged payments reportedly ranged from 350,000 to 800,000 baht, depending on the position sought.

The NACC's decision to proceed cautiously has raised doubts. It has said the investigation will initially focus on officials at the operational level. To be fair, an investigation of this scale must proceed carefully. However, the additional time should ensure that the probe reaches those ultimately responsible, not just lower-level offenders.

Members of the public have every reason to worry that a case in which minister-level politicians have been implicated could end up as a flash in the pan, fading away once public attention shifts elsewhere.

The NACC must not ignore public sentiment. Confidence in the agency recently took a hit when it cleared former transport minister Saksayam Chidchob of allegations of concealing assets, despite the Constitutional Court later finding the former Bhumjaithai Party secretary-general at fault.

Political observers have suggested that the exam scandal reflects an ongoing power struggle involving Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, Interior Ministry figures and Newin Chidchob, the influential strategist behind the Bhumjaithai Party.

The public has witnessed a prolonged power struggle within the Interior Ministry, long regarded as a source of political influence and patronage. The rift reportedly deepened following the recent transfer of local officials in Phuket, with bureaucrats said to have been forced to choose sides as rival factions sought to undermine one another. The controversy has been fuelled by a series of leaked audio clips allegedly linking the wife of Interior Ministry permanent secretary Unsit Sampantharat and a key political figure identified as "Krit" to the recruitment exam scandal.

According to political speculation, Prime Minister Anutin supports permanent secretary Unsit, while Mr Newin is backing Narucha Kosacivilize, director-general of the DLA. Mr Narucha was also at the centre of the "Help the Blue Party" controversy surrounding the Feb 8 poll. The "blue party" has widely been perceived as a reference to the Bhumjaithai Party. The controversy was exposed by Rungroeng Thimabut, an assistant to the Phuket governor. Last week, Mr Rungroeng was transferred pending an investigation after being accused of acting as a middleman in demanding money from applicants in the DLA recruitment examination.

All eyes are now on the NACC. The case is an opportunity for the agency to restore public trust and confidence. It must meet public expectations by ensuring that everyone found to have committed wrongdoing is held accountable, rather than allowing the investigation to become another casualty of political power struggles.
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																The budget debate is often perceived as a political showdown in parliament. Yet national budgets reveal far more than political priorities; they reflect a government's vision and the country's direction. Thailand's draft budget for fiscal 2027 offers a sobering indication of the place of education -- and, more broadly, children -- in national priorities.
The FY2027 draft budget allocates approximately 126.13 billion baht directly to the Ministry of Education, equivalent to about 3.3% of the 3.788-trillion-baht national budget. Including the separate public personnel allocation for education, total education-related spending rises to about 358.77 billion baht, or roughly 9.5% of overall expenditure.

Even on this broader Ministry of Education-based measure, the allocation remains below the 15-20% share of public expenditure encouraged under the global Education 2030 financing benchmark.

This is not a complete estimate of Thailand's total education spending, as additional funding flows through higher-education institutions under the Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation, as well as local authorities and other agencies. Nevertheless, it raises a crucial question: does Thailand's investment in school education, learning quality, equity and child development match the scale of the country's future challenges?

A national budget reveals what a country truly values. Yet investment in future generations requires more than funding for schools, teachers and learning. Far-sighted and effective governments also recognise child protection and development as investments in human capital.

Child protection and child development should not be treated as charitable causes or secondary social concerns. They are fundamental national development priorities.

Thailand's declining birth rate makes this even more urgent. The country's fertility rate has fallen well below replacement level, to around 1.3 births per woman in recent years. If this trend continues, Thailand will face a shrinking workforce, a rapidly ageing population, growing pressure on healthcare and social-protection systems, and a smaller pool of human capital to sustain future development. In a country with fewer children, every child becomes even more important.

The answer cannot be limited to persuading people to have more children. It must address the realities that make parenting difficult: economic insecurity, household debt, rising living costs, unequal access to parental support, limited access to quality early childhood education, and insufficient investment in child protection and development. The question is not only how many children are born, but whether those already here can grow up safely, learn well and live with dignity.

Violence against children remains normalised in too many homes and schools. Even with stronger laws in place, legal reform alone will not change behaviour unless it is supported by adequate resources, parenting support, positive discipline, clear reporting mechanisms, and a stronger, properly resourced social-service workforce.

Online child sexual exploitation has become a major child-protection challenge. Children now spend much of their lives on digital platforms, while laws, law-enforcement capacity, schools, parents and social services struggle to keep pace. Grooming, sextortion, image-based abuse and cyberbullying cannot be addressed simply by telling children to "be careful". Building Thailand's digital and AI infrastructure, and promoting digital literacy, are important. But these efforts must go hand in hand with safety-by-design principles and robust online protection for children.

Poverty and gaps in social protection deepen these risks. Economic stress increases the likelihood of neglect, violence, child labour, trafficking, early marriage, school dropout and family separation. A child-protection system that responds only after harm has occurred will always be too late. Fragmentation across education, health, social protection, justice, migration, digital governance and community systems means children can still fall through the cracks.

Participation is another significant gap. Children, young people, women and marginalised communities may be consulted, but they are rarely included in decisions on public investment and policy design that affect their lives most directly.

Thailand does not need to look far for examples of long-term investment in children. Singapore has treated early childhood development as an integral part of national planning rather than merely a family responsibility. Through the Child Development Account, Baby Bonus support, preschool subsidies and stronger coordination among health, education and social services, it has built a system that supports children from their earliest years. These measures have not solved every problem, and Singapore continues to face low fertility and child-protection challenges. But they demonstrate a vital principle: when a country treats children as a national priority, investment follows.

If Thailand is serious about addressing its demographic and development challenges, it must invest not only in fertility incentives, but also in early childhood development, quality education, families and caregivers, social workers, safe temporary care, family- and community-based services, and child-protection systems that enable every child to survive, develop and thrive.

The principle of the best interests of the child must move from paper into budget decisions, institutional priorities and everyday practice. Thailand should adopt a phased and transparent approach to strengthening child-responsive spending, while applying child-impact assessments to major public investments. Thailand does not merely need more children; it needs every child to matter -- and that commitment must be reflected in the national budget.

Kohnwilai Teppunkoonngam is a human rights lawyer and policy practitioner working on child protection, gender equality, and anti-trafficking issues.
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																Following Keir Starmer's resignation as the United Kingdom's prime minister, Andy Burnham, the popular Labour politician who just won a seat in parliament in a special election, appears more likely than ever to succeed him. Whether or not this happens, however, the political drama has focused attention on the UK's second city, Manchester, where Mr Burnham served as mayor for nearly a decade.
Known internationally for its football clubs and music scene, Greater Manchester has become the UK's fastest-growing region. Investment has been flowing in, especially to sectors like professional services and technology. Visitors note the buzz of outstanding restaurants, a vibrant art scene, and plenty of construction.

The model that produced this success began coming into focus in 2009, when the Manchester Independent Economic Review panel -- of which I was a member and lead author -- shared the seven analyses it had commissioned with the UK Treasury and then-Shadow Chancellor of the Exchequer George Osborne. Our report emphasised the importance of long-term investment in skills, especially in children's early years, and transport.

As Ed Glaeser of Harvard University observed in 2003, long-run urban success depends on the ability to respond to challenges. A strong human capital base is vital to this ability, just as it is to individuals' ability to seize the opportunities a growing city has to offer. Building this base was therefore our top policy recommendation.

The second priority -- transport -- similarly aimed to expand opportunity. Reliable and accessible public-transport links help to create a "thick" labour market, in which workers are connected to more potential employers. In a country where authority is exceptionally centralised, the review also made the case for devolving some spending and decision-making powers to a new Combined Authority for the Manchester City region.

A decade later -- two years after Mr Burnham became mayor -- I chaired the Greater Manchester Independent Prosperity Review, which had been tasked with producing an updated economic assessment. The review again emphasised skills, labour-market transitions, and infrastructure, but added a focus on the innovation ecosystem.

If there is another review in 2029, I would gladly take part. But the mere fact that such assessments are being conducted periodically highlights two features of Manchester's success: openness to a thorough and pragmatic analysis of the economy's strengths and weaknesses, and, equally important, strategic intent.

Reviving a deindustrialised and depressed region is a long game. By the time the 2009 review took place, a generation of civic leaders -- notably, Chief Executive Howard Bernstein and elected Council Leader Richard Leese -- had spent years building a political coalition in favour of devolving some powers to the city. And since 2009, the city's leaders, including Mr Burnham, have stuck with the same broad set of policies. This stability contrasts sharply with the policy churn seen at the national level.

The strategy for reviving Greater Manchester is not without dissenters. It has been guided by the understanding that economic growth is a prerequisite for anything else political leaders might want to do, including addressing large inequalities among the city's boroughs. But for some critics of the city's leadership, the contrast between the shiny new skyscrapers in the city centre and the more deprived areas beyond it is offensive.

Nonetheless, there has been enough buy-in to sustain a long-term effort to strengthen the foundations of growth. The results speak for themselves. Greater Manchester has the UK's largest light-rail and tram network -- one of only eight in the country -- which has been incrementally expanded since its 1992 inauguration. And it has become the first region outside London in almost 40 years to bring all local bus services under local control as part of the Bee Network, which Mr Burnham introduced in 2021.

Mr Burnham is sometimes mocked for his enthusiasm for the Bee Network. But the service could not be more important to Manchester's future prosperity. Local buses account for three-fifths of all public-transport journeys in the UK. If congestion in most cities is ever to be solved, these networks will have to be expanded.

Beyond improving residents' everyday lives, Manchester's leaders have built a platform for growth centred on its universities and innovation ecosystem. This reinvention has been decades in the making, and until recently, the results looked disappointing. But once the virtuous cycle of growth was activated, progress accelerated -- and became self-reinforcing.

Can the UK's likely next prime minister replicate the Manchester model at the national level? Not entirely. Local authorities are better equipped than national leaders to identify their region's needs, coordinate across functions, and build consensus. And the sheer number of challenges a prime minister must confront dwarfs those faced by any municipal government.

But the core lessons of the Manchester model do apply. Ensuring that people have the skills and infrastructure they need to find jobs, get to work, and build their businesses is vital to growth. And it can be achieved only if the authorities stick with their strategy for the long term. As Ernest Hemingway had one of his characters famously observe, bankruptcy happens "gradually and then suddenly". The same is true of prosperity. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Diane Coyle, Professor of Public Policy at the University of Cambridge, is the author of 'Cogs and Monsters: What Economics Is, and What It Should Be' (Princeton University Press, 2021) and 'The Measure of Progress: Counting What Really Matters' (Princeton University Press, 2025).
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									Colombia's old wounds threaten to reopen again								

															

																'He won, BIG!" exulted Donald Trump on Truth Social, welcoming the victory of Abelardo De La Espriella, his preferred candidate for the presidency of Colombia, in the June 21 election. In fact, Mr De La Espriella won only very small, less than 1% ahead of his left-wing opponent in the popular vote, but he did win. But 1% is enough.
Meanwhile, in Peru, right-wing candidate Keiko Fujimori won the vote count in Peru's presidential election. This leaves only four left-wing democratic governments still standing in all of Latin America, and two of them are very small: Uruguay and Guatemala. The 'pink tide' in the region's recent political history has definitely receded again.

Apart from the two giant hold-outs, Brazil and Mexico, Latin America is now almost wall-to-wall Trump-style populist regimes -- and Brazil's 80-year-old president, Luiz Inacio 'Lula' da Silva, could easily lose the presidential election in October. The polls consistently show him tied with right-wing populist Flavio Bolsonaro, son of the imprisoned former president.

And in Colombia, Mr De La Espriella, a 47-year-old former lawyer who calls himself 'El Tigre' (The Tiger), might as well have been designed by a hyper-conservative focus group. He vows to wipe out the country's 'drug dealers' and will welcome US military help to do so. In fact, he is an American citizen himself and owns property in Miami. He has never held public office and belongs to no established political party, but there is clearly a lot of money behind him. He promises to take a 'chainsaw' to the Colombian state, like Argentina's Javier Milei, and will build 10 mega-prisons "in the jungle", outdoing even El Salvador's Nayib Bukele, but he also incarnates a much older and more violent tradition.

Colombia often looks like a normal country, but it is not. Maybe it once was normal, but 'La Violencia', the civil war between liberals and conservatives that broke out almost 80 years ago and killed an estimated 200,000 Colombians in its first decade, never really ended. Ideologies and loyalties have evolved over the years, but there have always been armed groups in the country's wilder parts that have carried on the struggle against the state. Indeed, the death toll from 'the violence' probably never fell below 5,000 a year over the intervening seven decades.

Some of the liberals became communists for a while, and some of the conservatives dabbled in fascism, while most people just wanted it to stop. But almost every Colombian knows which side they are on historically, so there is always a lot of dry tinder lying around. The election of Mr De La Espriella may set it alight.

Gustavo Petro, a former member of the Marxist guerrilla group 'M-19', was elected four years ago as the first left-wing president in Colombian history on the promise that he would make peace with the various insurgent groups that operate in the rural parts of Colombia. He tried hard, but he had no success because they are no longer interested in 'winning' or 'peace'.

Once they financed themselves by extortion and kidnapping, with the ultimate goal of victory. Now they finance themselves by dominating the drug trade, and Colombia produces two-thirds of the world's cocaine. Victory is not even desirable for this generation of insurgents, because 'peace' would wreck their business model.

So Mr Petro's promise could not be kept, and Mr De La Espriella's promise to win the 'war on drugs' in alliance with Donald Trump is just a cynical slogan. Fifty-five years after Richard Nixon declared this stupid war, it has become clear to almost everybody (including Mr De La Espriella and maybe even Mr Trump) that you cannot win the war on drugs.

The demand is too high and the profits too attractive. Killing 'drug lords' is a totally futile activity: they are immediately replaced by others, and the potential supply is unlimited. But the endless, hopeless struggle to eradicate the drug trade can be exploited politically for the benefit of people with other agendas.

That's why Mr Trump is now expanding the 'war on drugs' in Latin America. It has already given him an excuse to seize Venezuela, and it will give him and Mr De La Espriella excuses to do lots of other things that will bring them both power and profits. (Sorry to sound cynical, but that's the way this stuff always works.)

With Colombia, however, there is a potential added cost to this that could be very high indeed. There is a sleeping monster in Colombia, and a big enough war in the country, especially if accompanied by American-style air strikes and similar high-tech violence, could wake it up. That would be a great pity.
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									No place for illegal resorts								
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																The renewed campaign against illegal resorts built on public beaches and protected forests is a welcome sign that authorities are taking conservation more seriously.
Encroachers have been ordered to demolish resorts, restaurants or even shops they built on public beaches in Phuket, for example, such as Bang Tao, Nui Beach or Freedom Beach. That follows similar crackdowns in other tourist destinations, and sends an important message that public land cannot simply be appropriated for private gain.

That is why a proposal raised during this week's budget debate by Bhumjaithai Party MP Kulwalee Nopamornbodi deserves close scrutiny. Instead of demolishing illegally built resorts, the chair of the House subcommittee on land use suggested the government should consider retaining and using the structures to generate revenue, arguing demolition would create carbon emissions while preserving them would benefit the local economy.

At first glance, the idea may appear pragmatic. Tourism is a vital industry, and demolishing buildings undoubtedly carries environmental and economic costs. But the proposal overlooks a far more important principle: developments built illegally on public land should not be rewarded simply because they prove commercially successful.

The government's enforcement campaign has been welcomed by conservationists after years of concern over unchecked encroachment on beaches, forests and national parks. Volunteer groups have even begun offering rewards for information leading to the discovery of illegal resorts, reflecting growing support for stronger protection of natural resources.

Allowing illegally constructed resorts to remain in operation would undermine those efforts. If developers come to believe that unlawful construction can ultimately be legitimised because it generates income, respect for land-use laws will inevitably weaken. Illegal encroachment would become a calculated business risk rather than an offence carrying meaningful consequences.

The proposal also deserves attention because it comes from the chair of the House subcommittee on land use. Parliamentary committees and subcommittees play an important role in shaping future legislation and public policy. They also provide opportunities for businesses and interest groups to present their views. Any study of this proposal must ensure the long-term public interest is not overshadowed by short-term commercial considerations.

The case for protecting public land extends well beyond tourism. Forests replenish water resources, absorb carbon and reduce the impact of floods. Coastal ecosystems protect biodiversity and help guard against erosion and increasingly severe storms. Once these natural assets are lost to unplanned development, restoring them is both costly and, in many cases, impossible.

Economic development and environmental protection need not be mutually exclusive. But sustainable development depends on respect for the rule of law. Thailand cannot credibly claim to be protecting its natural heritage while allowing illegally built resorts to remain simply because they have become profitable. The government should enforce land laws consistently and restore public land to its intended purpose. Weakening enforcement now would send the wrong signal: that those who disregard the law may eventually be rewarded rather than held accountable.
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									Reservoir puts forest in peril								
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																Natural Resources and Environment Minister Suchart Chomklin is facing a challenge to decide whether to permit a state developer to build a reservoir in Khao Sip Ha Chan National Park in Chanthaburi province.
The national park area serves as an important wildlife corridor linking the Khao Ang Rue Nai and Khao Soi Dao forest complexes. Surveys by the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation (DNP) show that more than 70 wild elephants use the area.

The water project is the Klong Wang Tanod reservoir. Costing 7.2 billion baht to build, it is one of 17 water schemes initiated during the former Prayut Chan-o-cha government.

The junta government wanted to divert water to feed commercial activities and factories in the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC). The water projects were shelved after local farmers and conservationists resisted.

The project has been resuscitated by the Anutin Charnvirakul government. The EEC is becoming a hub for AI data centres -- known for their ferocious demand for cooling water.

As expected, local farmers and conservationists are up in arms against the project. Early this month, the highly respected Seub Nakhasathien Foundation filed a case seeking the suspension of the Environmental and Health Impact Assessment (EHIA), arguing information contained in the study conflicts with findings collected by the DNP. The Administrative Court has yet to make a decision.

Yesterday, the National Environment Board made a good decision in ordering the Royal Irrigation Department (RID) to submit more information on environmental impacts.

The government and responsible ministers must listen to local villagers' concerns. Instead of trying to rush all processes, it must wait until the Administrative Court has made a decision. The RID -- the developer of the reservoirs -- should restart its EHIA. This time, it needs to incorporate neutral experts and communities, and above all, the study must update the estimated demand for water that data centres and industry actually need.

As the EEC becomes the designated area for data centres, it begs the question: have policymakers prepared enough water for the farm sector, the large petrochemical complex in Rayong, the tourism industry in Pattaya, and all these data centres? Or did they just choose the easiest way by annexing a national park to build more reservoirs?

Lest we forget, water shortages have increasingly pitted farmers against industry in recent years. The moves against the Klong Wang Tanod reservoir project in Chanthaburi and special industrial zones like the EEC or the Southern Economic Corridor (SEC) are examples.

The government and its supporters should not take any delay or resistance as an enemy of development.

On the contrary, the government should welcome criticism or even resistance as a driving force for improving its data and adjusting projects to maintain a balance between development and sustainability.

Since last week, villagers from southern provinces have protested in front of Government House, demanding an end to projects and related laws governing the SEC and related schemes like the Land Bridge.

This resistance will never go away, and it will snowball into mass anger against the government as long as it refuses to listen to the people.
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									Who gains in an AI-supercharged economy?								

															

																	
										
											
											
																																					
																										
												
												[image: An electrical tester with fine probing is seen at Annapurna Labs in Texas, to produce 'Trainium' chips designed for machine learning. (Photo: AFP)]
											
																							
													An electrical tester with fine probing is seen at Annapurna Labs in Texas, to produce 'Trainium' chips designed for machine learning. (Photo: AFP)												

																					

									

																At Vanguard, we anticipate 3% US GDP growth in 2027, an estimate that is noticeably higher than other professional forecasts, implying continued strong support for risk assets. Such growth will not represent an incremental improvement, but rather a fundamental shift in the economy's growth trajectory. Following a data-rich study of current AI capabilities and how the technology compares to other game-changing technologies of the past, we foresee an economic sea change.
In fact, AI is already boosting economic activity, even if it may be another year or two before we know for sure whether it will be as transformative an economic force as the personal computer. For our forecast to prove true, AI will need to move past its current automation phase, where it simply replaces human tasks, through an augmentation phase, where it makes workers better at their jobs, and eventually enables products, services, and industries that we have not yet envisioned.

Today's focus is on automation, but it is the realisation of these last two phases that will determine whether AI ever becomes a general-purpose technology.

Before electricity became economically viable, few people imagined electric streetcars, movie theatres, or household appliances. A similar expectation that AI will mature into a general-purpose technology makes us sanguine about the prospects for the labour market. Concerns about job displacement are understandable, but doomsayers who envision a dystopia of sidelined prime-age workers tend not to think about the jobs that have yet to be created.

Nor do they give enough attention to the higher incomes (and spending) that would come from workers boosting their productivity tenfold. Just ask accountants how their lives changed after computer software transformed their field. Their output increased dramatically. Disruption need not only mean automation. Moreover, fully realised AI would unlock productivity gains that would compensate for -- and likely exceed -- the headwinds of ageing populations, declining fertility, and reduced immigration.

Still, the journey from AI investment to widespread productivity enhancements will unfold over years, not quarters. (We can look to 1997, during the internet buildout, for a historical parallel.) The current investment phase has at least a year or two to run, despite its eye-watering scale to date. Deep-pocketed AI hyperscalers appear capable of following through on their historic capital commitments, and companies are deploying AI tools in earnest.

Markets, however, have raced ahead of economic reality. Equity valuations, particularly for large-cap US technology companies, already assume much of AI's potential upside. For the next year or two, strong earnings growth from AI-enabling investment can perhaps justify these valuations and may well drive markets even higher. But that's a near-term phenomenon. Over longer horizons, the mathematics of investing tends to shift, especially during periods of rapid technological change.

History offers a clear lesson here. The companies building transformative technologies rarely capture the greatest long-term value. Instead, those benefits accrue to the users. Electricity created more wealth for manufacturers that could run assembly lines around the clock than for power utilities. The automobile enriched suburban developers and retailers more than the automakers themselves.

AI may well reproduce this pattern. The current buildout phase -- dominated by hyperscalers, chip makers, and foundation-model developers -- will give way to a consumption phase where end users across industries derive the greatest benefits. Such businesses are currently trading at value-oriented multiples, and many are outside the United States in service-oriented economies with ageing populations, where more productive workforces will be a blessing.

What types of companies may benefit? Health-care providers will have ample opportunity to automate administrative tasks and enhance diagnostic accuracy. Financial services firms will be in a position to deliver even more personalised advice at an even lower cost. Business services companies could augment human expertise with AI-powered analysis. Such companies are starting to explore where they can automate tasks, and they will reap the rewards if AI eventually augments workers' skills and fulfils its promise.

Of course, we cannot say with certainty that AI will positively transform the economy. But there will be clues: younger workers entering the labour force with AI-enhanced skills; startup creation accelerating outside the technology sector; and more frequent, genuine discoveries (such as a breakthrough in medicine) from AI-assisted research. As these patterns emerge, we will likely be seeing AI's economic transformation in its infancy. It will look much like the path that electricity and the PC took.

The opportunity that is beginning to emerge lies in recognising that markets may be correctly assessing AI's economic potential while incorrectly pricing where the benefits will accrue over the full cycle. Value-oriented US equities, non-US developed markets, and high-quality fixed income all offer compelling risk-return profiles -- defensive if AI falters, opportunistic if it succeeds -- over the coming five to ten years.

The point is not to abandon technology exposure or try to time the market. It is to recognise that in an AI-transformed world, we will have moved from the current phase, where AI builders dominate, to one where AI users should increasingly command attention. It happens every time a great technology transforms the world. For long-term investors, this future transition represents both a risk to manage in growth-heavy portfolios and an opportunity to seize ahead of the AI revolution's next phase. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Joseph H Davis is Global Chief Economist at Vanguard and Global Head of the Investment Strategy Group.
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        Rising memory costs make older flagship phones look suddenly fashionable
        With memory prices surging and new gadgets becoming more expensive, the smartest smartphone buy in Thailand in 2026 may not be the newest flagship but last year's premium model --- still fast and polished and far less likely to make your credit card need a lie-down.

      

      
        Guru's Weekly Buzz: July 3-9
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        Your horoscope for July 3-9
        Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.

      

      
        Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce have married in private, NY Post reports
        Taylor [?]Swift  and  Travis &zwnj;Kelce have married in private ahead  of a [?]planned celebration at &zwnj;New York's Madison Square [?]Garden, the New York Post's Page Six reported  on Thursday, citing  multiple &zwnj;unidentified sources.
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									Rising memory costs make older flagship phones look suddenly fashionable

									"Last year's flagship" is no longer a polite way of saying "old phone"
								

									With memory prices surging and new gadgets becoming more expensive, the smartest smartphone buy in Thailand in 2026 may not be the newest flagship but last year's premium model -- still fast and polished and far less likely to make your credit card need a lie-down.
									The timing could hardly be better. As the global economy remains uneven and smartphone makers face higher component costs, many buyers are thinking more carefully before upgrading. Counterpoint warns that rising memory costs are expected to lift smartphone retail prices in 2026, and CNBC reported that average smartphone prices could rise as memory-chip shortages hit production costs.

For expats in Thailand, that makes last year's flagship a tempting choice. These phones remain powerful enough for mobile banking, LINE chats, Grab taxi bookings, Google Maps, food-delivery applications, night-market photography and the occasional emergency scan of a passport page. Crucially, they can often do all this without demanding the financial commitment of a small second-hand scooter.

[image: Rising memory costs make older flagship phones look suddenly fashionable]

Thailand remains one of Southeast Asia's stronger premium smartphone markets, with Samsung and Apple holding firm positions while OPPO, Xiaomi and vivo keep the competition lively. Samsung led Thailand's smartphone market in Q1 2026 with a 26% share, while Xiaomi and Apple each held 15%, according to TelecomLead. Popular brands matter because they usually mean more cases, easier repairs and fewer awkward moments at service counters.

The broader premium-phone race has also shifted. At the top end, brands no longer compete only on raw speed. Buyers now look closely at displays, camera systems, battery life, charging speed and software-update promises. That shift makes last year's top models more attractive, because many already have more power than most users will need.

A smartphone in Thailand is no longer just a camera and chat machine. It is a wallet, translator, map, immigration-document scanner, food-ordering device and lifeline to family overseas. If last year's flagship continues to receive software updates, it can be a safer and more practical choice than a cheaper new mid-range phone with weaker cameras, slower storage or uncertain support.

[image: Rising memory costs make older flagship phones look suddenly fashionable]

For Android users, Samsung's previous Galaxy S-series models deserve particular attention. The brand's scale in Thailand brings practical advantages: accessories, familiar service at Samsung shops in major malls and strong retailer visibility. Older S-series models usually offer bright displays, capable cameras, mature software and a familiar Android experience, while becoming more affordable once the latest generation arrives.

Xiaomi is also worth watching for value-driven buyers. The brand held a 15% market share in Thailand in Q1 2026, helped by aggressive pricing, fast charging, large batteries and gaming-focused features. For expats who care less about prestige and more about specifications per baht, Xiaomi's previous flagships can be highly persuasive.

Last year's vivo phones are worth a look for expats who want photos that look pleasing straight from the camera -- useful for social media, travel shots and Bangkok's mix of bright sun, neon signs and low-lit restaurants. vivo has long leaned into camera-centric smartphones in Thailand, with stylish designs aimed partly at younger, mobile-first users; its higher-end models are praised for strong camera systems and excellent daylight photo quality. In plain English, vivo often makes people, food and city scenes look polished without much editing -- handy if your idea of post-production is tapping 'send' before the som tam (spicy papaya salad) arrives.

[image: (Please sub) Rising memory costs make older flagship phones look suddenly fashionable]

For iPhone users, older premium models remain attractive because Apple's ecosystem, camera quality and resale value continue to carry weight in Thailand. Many buyers are not just buying a phone. They are staying inside a familiar world of iCloud, AirPods, MacBooks and Apple Watch. For an expat, that can mean fewer surprises and a much lower risk of spending Sunday afternoon arguing with a settings menu.

Generally: buy locally if warranty matters, check NBTC certification, confirm compatibility with AIS (Advanced Info Service), True and dtac and be cautious of suspiciously cheap parallel imports. Buying from reputable local shops can offer better after-sales support and carrier integration, even if prices are sometimes higher than street-market options.
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									Guru's Weekly Buzz: July 3-9

									So many things to enjoy, so little time
								

									Guru By Bangkok Post's weekly pick of the most exciting products, activities, food and travel to indulge in.
									JOIN
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Champagne brunch / Uno Mas / July 5 and Aug 2

Uno Mas at Centara Grand at CentralWorld continues its Champagne Brunch series with afternoons shaped around Spanish cuisine and free-flow Champagne. Taking place on July 5 and Aug 2, the experience showcases seafood displays, live stations and a selection of Spanish specialities prepared a la minute. Seafood on ice includes Alaskan king crab, Maine lobster, oysters and prawns, while the kitchen presents a rotating spread of tapas and warm dishes alongside freshly carved Jamon Iberico. Additional highlights include A5 Kobe beef sashimi and seasonal creations that shift with the brunch service, encouraging guests to return to the table at their own pace. Veuve Clicquot Yellow Label Brut is served throughout the afternoon.

[image: ]

Seafood vibes / dusitD2 Samyan Bangkok / July 15-16

dusitD2 Samyan Bangkok invites seafood lovers to experience a special edition of "Seafood Vibes" at Dusit Gourmet, featuring chef Thapakorn "Tofu" Somjit, Iron Chef Thailand winner, on July 15-16. The menu features two dishes together with one of his signature creations, all served a la minute and created specially for this limited two-night experience. Expect Oxtail express and pomegranate, Lamb shank paella and Pancetta scallop.

[image: ]

Wine dinner / The Champagne Bar / July 15

The Waldorf Astoria Bangkok will host the Albert Bichot Wine Dinner, on July 15 at The Champagne Bar. The experience brings together Bull & Bear and Maison Albert Bichot, one of Burgundy's most respected wine houses. Expect Hokkaido scallop tartare complemented by the freshness and vibrant fruit profile of Albert Bichot Macon-Villages 2022; Tuna carpaccio paired with Albert Bichot Domaine Long-Depaquit Chablis 1er Cru "Les Lys" 2023; and Morel chicken roulade with Albert Bichot Cote de Beaune-Villages 2022, or Grilled black Angus tenderloin 200-Days grain-fed paired with Albert Bichot Gevrey-Chambertin 2022.

[image: ]

Gala dinner / Silver Waves by Boon / July 18

Silver Waves by Boon will host a four-hands Gala Dinner by chefs Ho Chee Boon and Alvin Leung on July 18 at Chatrium Hotel Riverside Bangkok. Chef Boon will join hands with chef Leung, widely known as the "Demon Chef", to present an eight-course gala dinner shaped by heritage, imagination and refined modern technique. Selected highlights include a modern interpretation of Buddha jumps over the wall with abalone, sea cucumber, black truffle and foie gras; Wok-fried Thai river prawn with green almond and fragrant milk curry sauce; Caramelised black char siu; and Roasted Chilean sea bass with passionfruit and Champagne sauce.
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Bar takeover / 7.8degN Bar / July 3

Trisara Phuket will host "An Evening With Dirk Hany" on July 3 at 7.8degN Bar featuring Dirk Hany, founder of Bar am Wasser in Zurich, one of Switzerland's most creative craft cocktail destinations, and global brand ambassador of Swiss Mountain Spring, a premium Swiss mixer brand. The takeover will feature six signature cocktails created by Hany for 7.8degN Bar. 
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Bartender series / ABar Rooftop / July 3 and July 9

ABar Rooftop at Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen's Park will host the "Guest Bartender Series", spotlighting two collaborations with some of Asia's most acclaimed mixologists. On July 3, Mayur Marne, co-founder of Cobbler & Crew in Pune, India will take over the bar, serving his signature crafted cocktails that push boundaries while celebrating balanced flavours. On July 9, Andi, co-owner and Yogi, head bartender, of Barcadia in Jakarta, Indonesia will take over the bar serving a curated cocktail menu inspired by regional influences and global trends.

[image: ]

July offerings / The St. Regis Bangkok / Every Sunday and July 19  

Welcoming the refreshing season after the rain, The St. Regis Bangkok invites guests to discover a curated selection of indoor experiences for the ultimate rainy season escape this month. Highlights include the Signature Sunday Brunch featuring a prawn showcase alongside beloved brunch favourites, as well as "Cocktails, Tapas, and Friends". This vibrant afternoon gathering features guest stars from Manila, Philippines. The Signature Sunday Brunch will take place every Sunday, offering Ama Ebi crudo with passion fruit dressing to a Tiger prawn and zucchini risotto.  Discover the vibrant creativity shaping Southeast Asia's cocktail culture and culinary scene with an acclaimed line-up of bar professionals: David Abalayan, bar manager of No Entry; Kevin Jerrold Corrales, co-founder of Problem Child; and Brian Gonzalez, beverage manager of The St. Regis Bar Bangkok. Complementing the cocktails, chef Naphat Thienarrom of Le Du Kaan will join forces with chef Pongsakorn Boonruang and pastry chef Nina Sanda Win to present a selection of refined, Thai-inspired tapas and desserts, on July 19.

[image: ]

Limited programme / wasteland / July 8 to Sept 30

Running for exactly three months, from July 8 to Sept 30, wasteland will offer a limited-run programme turning the bar into an open space for the open source of research and development towards a new menu. Each week, a new menu drop will introduce hyper-experimental craft cocktails -- resulting in 12 unique menus over the course of three months. All creations feature local and sustainable ingredients, including surplus, byproducts, and overlooked ones. All are rooted in nature, culture and the future.

[image: ]

Guest shift / Aqua Bar / July 7 

Aqua Bar at Anantara Siam Bangkok will host a guest shift featuring bartenders Terry Kim and Mason Park from Alice Cheongdam Bar Korea on July 7, in collaboration with chef Pat-in "Knock" Promsawadi, chef-owner of Int. Guest bartenders Kim and Park will bring Alice Cheongdam's signature Wonderland-inspired cocktail experience to Bangkok, while chef Knock presents a menu of dishes to complement the bespoke cocktails.

[image: ]

Solo exhibition / Fujifilm House of Photography / July 4

Konthorn Taecholarn, also known as "Art Of Hongtae", is an artist working across both digital and traditional drawing mediums. His practice connects imagination, memory and cultural beliefs through a contemporary visual language. Influenced by both Eastern and Western cultural traditions, his work is particularly informed by an interest in Thai and Southeast Asian cosmology, which he reinterprets through narrative imagery that exists between reality, dreams and emotional states. In the exhibition "Cloudheads: A New Season", on display from July 4 at Fujifilm House of Photography, the artist expands the narrative beyond personal emotions toward an exploration of change over time and the acceptance of life's unfolding circumstances. "A New Season" does not signify liberation from the cloud above one's head; rather, it reflects a process of learning to live alongside it and recognising how its meaning shifts throughout different stages of life.
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Solo exhibition / Alliance Francaise Chiang Mai / July 11 to Aug 16

The Alliance Francaise Chiang Mai will showcase "Daimon", a solo exhibition of paintings by French artist Myrtille Tibayrenc from July 11 to Aug 16. The title is derived from the ancient Greek word daimon, referring to an invisible guiding spirit believed to shape an individual's character, destiny and deepest nature. In this new body of work, Tibayrenc explores the human figure as a site of myth, memory and transformation. Her paintings unfold within dreamlike landscapes inhabited by enigmatic presences, symbolic animals, and solitary figures suspended between contemplation and revelation. 
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Cultural festival / Chiang Mai / Nov 23-26

Chiang Mai officially unveils "Chiang Mai Voyage Of Light 2026" (CMVOL 2026), a new premium cultural festival that aims to position Doi Saket as Chiang Mai's next cultural destination for international travelers. Inspired by the story of the Tai Lue heritage, the project reimagines the traditional Yi Peng celebration through authentic Lanna culture, local craftsmanship, faith, and sustainability. From hand-spun cotton transformed into ceremonial lamps to community participation and a zero-waste circular economy, every element is designed to preserve local traditions while creating meaningful benefits for the community. Visitors will experience an immersive lantern festival on Nov 24-25, featuring a spectacular lantern release, traditional Lanna performances, Tai Lue cultural experiences, artisan workshops, local cuisine and eco-friendly activities in the beautiful mountain setting of Doi Saket. For golf enthusiasts, the exclusive CMVOL Golf Experience on Nov 23-26 combines three championship golf courses with VIP festival access, offering a unique luxury holiday in Northern Thailand.

[image: ]

Fitness collab / Robinson Lifestyle Thalang x Jetts Fitness / July 5

Robinson Lifestyle Thalang, Phuket, has teamed up with Jetts Fitness to launch the "Hyrox Training Club" on July 5. The collaboration invites you to unlock your body's full engine capacity, assess your physical readiness and boost your strength before the actual competition kicks off in August. The Hyrox Training Club event offers six simulated workout stations, pro-coaching and a Hyrox engine challenge.

[image: ]

Art exhibition / Under The Same Sun / July 9 to Aug 30

Amid today's fast-paced way of life, the simple act of looking up at the same sun, taking a deep breath or allowing oneself time to contemplate and imagine has become a rare luxury for urban dwellers. The vast skies of childhood have gradually been replaced by towering buildings, while elevated skytrain lines weave across the infinite horizon where flocks of birds once spread their wings in free flight. These transformations have all been "determined" by someone else, leaving us with little choice in shaping the environments we inhabit. "Under The Same Sun", a solo exhibition from painter Amnaj Wachirasurt, explores this existential notion of Bangkok. It runs from July 9 to Aug 30 at River City Bangkok.



EAT

[image: ]

Afternoon tea / The Authors' Lounge / Until July 31

Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok welcomes the season with a new Summer Afternoon Tea at The Authors' Lounge, inspired by the vibrant colours and flavours of summer. The experience begins with a refreshing Mango passion delice sorbet, a selection of savouries, freshly-baked plain and raisin scones and a collection of pastries inspired by the season's harvest. Presented in vibrant shades of pink, gold, apricot, and summer berry tones, the collection reflects the colours of the season as much as its flavours, bringing a playful sense of summer to the elegant surroundings of The Authors' Lounge. Available till July 31.

[image: ]

Afternoon tea / The Okura Prestige Bangkok

The Okura Prestige Bangkok invites guests to embrace the warmth and radiance of the summer season with its enchanting new "Hana Afternoon Tea" at Up & Above Restaurant and Bar. The presentation takes its name from "Hana", the Japanese word for flower and draws direct inspiration from the rolling lavender fields of Hokkaido in full bloom. Savoury courses are Lanna longan, Tom ka mousse and Taberu niboshi. The sweet tier is a visual masterpiece, celebrating the vibrant purples and pastel tones of the blossoming season. 

[image: ]

Seafood evenings / Hua Hin Marriott Resort & Spa / Until July 31

Hua Hin Marriott Resort & Spa offers dining experiences that showcase Atlantic black mussels, enticing buffet Italian and Thai cuisine, fine wines and a caviar and Champagne dinner, this month. Until July 31, indulge in the "Atlantic Black Mussels Creations" at Big Fish & Bar. The resort's popular "Italian-Thai Buffet" returns to Amber Kitchen on July 24, complemented by premium Italian wines. The "Caviar & Bubbles Exclusive Dinner" will take place on July 30 at Big Fish & Bar, offering a five-course journey features four premium caviar varieties, each used to craft exquisite dishes and paired with sparkling wines.

[image: ]

Dining experiences / Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok

This July and August, Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok presents a series of dining experiences. "The Harmony Of Land And Sea" features grilled premium meats and fresh seafood, complemented by delightful treats and seasonal sides including rich sauces. The "Rot Mue Mae: Mother's Touch and Thai Herb Afternoon Tea" at Erawan Tea Room offers a taste of mum's dishes, from August to September. The "Thai Herb Afternoon Tea" set celebrates local botanical flavours of ginger, galangal, lemongrass and kaffir lime leaves in dishes such as tender pork salad, grilled fish patties and chicken floss crispy rolls, among others. Available from August to November. From July to September, four seasoned chefs present their signature noodle creations at You&Mee -- Wagyu-tossed vermicelli from chef Gyb; Sapam southern seafood curry noodles from chef Faii; Crispy duck larb Mama from chef Atom; and Noodle rad na from chef Now. Bastille Day Guinguette at Gaston on July 14 offers an all-you-can-eat buffet featuring scallops, Fines de Claire oysters, cheese and cold cuts, beef tartare, Bourguignon and Bavette steak. The Provence Seafood Buffet takes place at Gaston on Aug 28. 

[image: ]

New signatures / Ventisi / Every Thursday, Friday and Saturday

Ventisi at Centara Grand at CentralWorld introduces new signature highlights across its international grand dinner buffets. Available every Thursday, Friday and Saturday, the buffet combines seafood on ice, live cooking stations, international cuisine and made-to-order specialities with a rotating collection of weekly highlights. Thursday evenings place the spotlight on premium tuna. Friday's Gaucho Night celebrates premium beef and bold flavours inspired by South American-style dining. Saturday celebrates crab and other premium seafood with an expanded seafood display featuring Alaskan crab, blue crab, river prawns, slipper lobster, oysters, mussels and shellfish.



STAY

[image: ]

Book club / Avani Hotels & Resorts

Avani Hotels & Resorts has launched the "Avani Book Club", a global initiative that helps guests connect with each destination through books, local stories and shared reading experiences. Designed for travellers looking for slower, more meaningful ways to spend their time away, the programme brings together curated reading lists, in-hotel book corners, book swaps, author-led events and relaxed reading moments across selected Avani hotels and resorts worldwide. At the heart of the programme is a curated global reading list of 30 titles across 15 Avani properties in Asia, Australia, Europe, the Middle East, Africa and the Indian Ocean. Highlights include Bangkok Wakes To Rain by Pitchaya Sudbanthad at Avani+ Riverside Bangkok, a multi-layered portrait of the Thai capital, and The Miniaturist by Jessie Burton at Avani Museum Quarter Amsterdam, which captures the intrigue and artistry of 17th-century Amsterdam. In Italy, Avani Rio Novo Venice features Kacie Rose's New York Times best-seller, You Deserve Good Gelato, a joyful celebration of food, travel and reinvention. In Thailand, Avani Ratchada Bangkok will launch "Sip The Story", pairing books on Thailand with themed coffees, matchas and cocktails for guests to enjoy while they read. At Avani Ao Nang Cliff Krabi Resort, guests can settle in for a story-inspired afternoon tea by the pool, with menus designed around selected reads and served with views of the limestone cliffs. For younger travellers, Avani+ Koh Lanta Krabi Resort brings local wildlife into the story. Children can follow Gok and Gek, the resort's resident hornbill couple, through the "Hornbill Heroes" adventure booklet and When Gok Met Gek, a bedtime story illustrated by a young Thai artist.



STUFF
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100 years of Pooh / Disney x Swarovski

Disney and Swarovski unveil a new home collection of crystal figurines to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Disney Winnie the Pooh, inspired by the wonder of the Hundred Acre Wood. Each character is captured in a joyful new light as the friends gather for a celebration picnic to mark this special milestone. Pooh, Eeyore, Tigger and Piglet are reimagined in Swarovski Crystal, with their hallmark charm shining from every facet. Each figurine is presented in special packaging to commemorate the centenary anniversary, blending Swarovski's crystal artistry with Disney's immersive storytelling. 



TRAVEL

[image: ]

Inaugural flights / Scoot x 'Spider-Man: Brand New Day' / Until Sept 13

Scoot, the low-cost subsidiary of Singapore Airlines, unveiled its themed aircraft in collaboration with Sony Pictures' Spider-Man: Brand New Day. The inaugural themed aircraft operated from Singapore to Tokyo (Haneda) and Scoot's cabin crew, otherwise known as Scootees, will conduct themed inflight activities to engage customers en route to their destination on themed flights from Singapore to Thailand, Australia, China, Japan and the Philippines, until Sept 13. Customers can also look forward to receiving exclusive merchandise, including a flight tag or a foldable eco-bag as a gift with purchase on board1.  

[image: ]

Summer travel / Emirates / Until July 12

Emirates is kickstarting the summer holidays with exclusive offers for passengers travelling to or through Dubai. Emirates is offering passengers the opportunity to turn their stopover into a city break or extend their summer holiday, with a complimentary stay at JW Marriott Marquis. Guests can dine in award-winning restaurants and bars, visit the Saray Spa, work out in the fully equipped gym and state-of-the-art reformer-based studio, BodyBase or take a refreshing dip in the outdoor pool. Until July 12, travellers who purchase an Emirates return ticket in First Class or Business Class are invited to enjoy a two-night stay, while customers booked in Premium Economy Class or Economy Class can enjoy a complimentary one-night stay. For customers travelling until Sept 30.

[image: ]

Loyalty pays / Deevana Hotels & Resorts

Deevana Hotels & Resorts has officially launched its direct-booking loyalty platform. The free-to-join DHR Preferred Guest programme offers up to 55% discount when booking through the hotel's website, with instant access to privileges across boutique properties in Phuket and Krabi. Participating locations include Deevana Plaza Phuket Patong, Ramada by Wyndham Phuket Deevana, Deevana Plaza Krabi Aonang, Deevana Krabi Resort and Deevana Patong Resort & Spa.
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									Your horoscope for July 3-9

									
								

									Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.
									
	[?] is for work, [?] is for money, [?] is for coupled life and [?] is for single life

	Previous ones: www.bangkokpost.com/shr/9b6b72ef





 Aries

Mar 21 - Apr 19

[?] Your high-priority project or steady effort will pay off with visible, measurable results. Expect tangible Roi and well-deserved kudos. You'll gain more say and stronger decision-making power, with buy-in and backing from the top. You'll be a total productivity powerhouse. A senior "empty suit" colleague may turn frenemy, act a little shady and stir gossip.

[?] Travel, networking and socialising could reveal side gigs or new ways to earn. Whether you're fundraising, hunting for financial backing or brokering deals, momentum is on your side. Your inner CFO says, "Save your money". Your Yolo side says, "You earned it. Go treat yourself".

[?] You two won't agree on everything. But instead of the silent treatment, you'll talk it out, honestly and respectfully, and land somewhere you both can live with. When life gets heavy and you ask for backup, your partner won't hesitate. They'll step in and handle it, no drama.

[?] Seeing someone? They might push for a label and commitment while you'll prefer keeping your options open for the time being. Romance scammers and silver-tongued gold diggers could slide into your DMs or show up while you're painting the town red.

 Taurus

Apr 20 - May 20

[?] Roadblocks are clearing. Work is hitting its flow state and the finish line is in sight. Any campaign or event you launch will win hearts, wallets and screen time, far exceeding original projections. Your network will level up, too. A job or business offer may pop up and it might feel too good to pass up. Read the fine print on pay and perks before committing. 

[?] Socialising costs will spike but think of it as a social tax that pays you back in money-making opportunities later. Don't flinch at spending on your own joy. Bills will get paid and savings will stay healthy. You'll run your money like a pro. 

[?] Work and responsibilities put closeness on the back burner. You two will drift into your own lanes. But distance could turn out to be a blessing in disguise. It'll make the heart grow fonder, acting as a reality check that helps you see each other's value more clearly and even reset old patterns and cool off the same old arguments. 

[?] If you've been caught in a going-nowhere situationship or an old love that won't leave your mind, closure will finally come through. Out of nowhere, a spark may occur with a friend or familiar face and you two might start talking on a deeper level. 

 Gemini

May 21 - Jun 20

[?] Work's ramping up. You're about to tackle a beast of a project that tests your stamina. A colleague at your level will try to white-ant you while seniors dump their tasks on you. A workplace veteran or OG will offer a helping hand but there's a catch -- a quid pro quo tied to office politics. Play the game. 

[?] Your income will match your hustle. Saving will slip down your priority list while retail therapy, soft life and treat culture go up. You'll spot a long-term money-making opportunity others overlook. Over-researching could lead to analysis paralysis. Trust your gut. 

[?] The "us time" will get eaten up by work and adult duties. Oddly enough, the distance might do you good. If things have been tense between you two, the breathing room could cool the tension or spark the clarity that's been missing between you. 

[?] Forget finding "the one". Work and money will take centrestage, keeping your calendar full and your focus away from romance. Being busy, financially empowered and unapologetically single is a vibe all on its own. Your bank account is your only soulmate right now.

 Cancer

Jun 21 - July 22

[?] Surprise travel, unscheduled meetings and on-the-fly training are on the cards. Your brain and instincts will work in sync, helping you glide past roadblocks. A ladder climber, power player or Machiavellian office politician may drag you into their games. You'll outplay them, but stay sharp. They won't forget, and they'll plot in the shadows. 

[?] An off-the-books side gig or under-the-radar work may pop up, pay well and let you stretch your creative muscles. Your budget will bend without breaking, no matter what hits your wallet. Going abroad? Guard your belongings or the universe will rehome them. 

[?] If you two have been sweeping issues under the rug, the universe will force a serious sit-down to settle things for good. Your relationship will get way more stable. Pen may meet paper as you lock in something real, from a property deal to a business pact or even a marriage registration. 

[?] A spark might ignite at work, at a networking event or during a professional gathering. Don't be surprised if a standard work conversation turns into something much more electric. You two will likely keep things off the radar, avoiding the gossip mill.

 Leo

Jul 23 - Aug 22

[?] You'll wrap up a tough assignment with flying colours, but don't expect downtime and celebration. Higher-ups will fast-track you into another high-stakes mission, counting on your brainpower. Your experience and strategy will keep things under control, even under pressure, politics and conflict. A light brownout and tiny boreout may creep in.

[?] You'll spot a money-making opportunity in health, wellness, entertainment or creative sectors before anyone else does. Stay sharp around celeb-bait and deepfake scams. Your inner CFO will lecture about budgets while your Yolo side waves a credit card and screams, "Add to cart! It's self-care!" 

[?] A canon event is coming and it'll shake up your relationship dynamic. Distance or a brand-new routine could be in the picture and neither will be easy. Cut the fluff; it's time to get real. You'll need an honest heart-to-heart about where this is going and what you two can truly take on. 

[?] Romantic prospects will show up but you'll be unbothered. You won't settle just to fill the silence. Solo life is kind to you and honestly, you're thriving on it. If you're in your healing era, you'll break the loop, stop doom-scrolling your memories and start focusing on what's next for your life.

 Virgo

Aug 23 - Sept 22

[?] Expect more on your plate, a steeper learning curve and higher expectations from higher-ups. Red tape and structural bottlenecks will chew through your patience. You'll often be at odds with colleagues over work processes and problem-solving approaches. Guard your bandwidth and sort your priorities. Rushing to the finish line could mean oversights and double work. 

[?] An off-the-books side gig or under-the-radar work may come up and pay nicely. Keep it discreet; loose lips sink ships. You'll be itching to blow some cash on a shiny new gadget or work gear. Cover the essentials first, then spend. Gambling is a hard no.

[?] You're living together but, vibe-wise, you're miles apart. You and your partner will be locked into your own goals, running on parallel tracks. Quality time slips and romance goes Mia. Expect some friction over whose priorities come first. Roommates with benefits? Feels more like just roommates. 

[?] A friend or familiar face may low-key shoot their shot, giving off more-than-friends energy, but you'll keep them in the friend zone. Unexpectedly, you'll click with someone younger. Fun to talk to, easy to vibe with, but the age gap and lifestyle differences are stark. More chat than chemistry.

 Libra

Sept 23 - Oct 22

[?] You'll be pushed out of your comfort zone into an irreversible transition. Your old playbook won't cut it anymore as new data keeps flooding in. You might feel lost at first, but you'll find your footing. The real challenge isn't the workload; it's learning to swallow your pride. 

[?] You'll stumble upon a hidden side hustle, an untapped revenue stream or tech tools that scale your income. Money easily comes, but is easily spent, though. You might chase dopamine hits and instant gratification, burning cash on every "must-have" whim like fiscal responsibility is just a myth. Don't guarantee anyone else's debt. 

[?] Things with your partner will be calm, maybe too calm. You'll both avoid the drama, but unspoken feelings could linger under the surface. Intimacy may trade thrill for tenderness. There's a deep, grounded safety in the routine that adventure just can't mimic. 

[?] Someone with a top-tier aesthetic and a solid career may slide into your life or DMs, serving stability, status and sex appeal. Impressive on paper, sure. Look twice. The vibe may feel slightly off and the red flags won't stay hidden for long.

 Scorpio

Oct 23 - Nov 21

[?] Your high-priority assignment or mission-critical initiative will land cleanly with metrics that speak for themselves. Compelling new opportunities will come your way, but be sure to vet the details thoroughly before putting pen to paper. If you're a nepo baby in the family biz, you could be thrust into a power seat unexpectedly, stirring bad blood with a few family members. 

[?] An irresistible opportunity to monetise your craft or productise your expertise will pop up. You'll totally dial in on your income and expense management. You might get pitched some opportunities in entertainment, wellness, health or biotech. DYOR first. Consider due diligence your financial seatbelt. Use it or enjoy the windshield. 

[?] Your "us time" will get squeezed by work and real-world responsibilities. A family elder may stir the pot, making it loud and clear that they don't see you two as a good fit socially. Expect them to weaponise their disapproval, pushing you both into a proving ground where your bond will be tested. 

[?] The stars say a captivating, taken friend or colleague is about to rizz you up, making you feel chosen. Tempting, yes. But stay woke. Playing with fire will only get you burned. They give you the ego boost but don't buy into the false hope. They already have an exit strategy and it doesn't include you.

 Sagittarius

Nov 22 - Dec 21

[?] Expect curveballs ahead, from pop-up tasks and fire drills to a last-minute collab with another team. You'll handle it with dynamic prioritisation, triaging tasks on the fly and keeping things moving. Surprise travel and ad hoc meetings may spark fresh ideas, solutions or unexpected opportunities. Your North Star goals aren't stalling. They're just taking the scenic route. 

[?] Making money will take more out of you but the bag will make it worth every drop of sweat. If you've got mouths to feed, budget like your life depends on it. Emergency expenses may hit you out of nowhere. Don't co-sign or guarantee anyone else's debt. Watch your valuables when you go out.  

[?] Miscommunication and tension will keep piling up. Neither of you will fully resolve anything. Someone close to you may say you two are a bad match and call your partner out for being all talk. You'll hear it, feel it, but walking away won't be easy. 

[?] Be ready to explore new romantic connections with the same and opposite sex. You may discover something new about yourself, no matter what age. No labels. No rush. Attraction isn't linear. Follow your inner compass.

 Capricorn

Dec 22 - Jan 19

[?] You'll have a major bandwidth issue due to little or no support. Between complex micro-tasks and constant re-dos driven by the team's misaligned communication, you'll be stretched thin. Expect covering for others with zero extra pay. Tech hiccups, glitchy devices, ad hoc meetings and surprise travel are also on the cards. 

[?] Investing with friends? One ugly truth could surface, burn the bridge and leave the investment dead in the water. Saving will take a backseat while retail therapy and treat culture take the wheel. If you've had cosmetic work done, an emergency revision is on the cards. Exercise extra caution before signing anything financial. 

[?] Buried in responsibilities, you'll slip into roommate mode, talking about bills and chores more than feelings. The spark won't be gone, just hidden under the weight of the to-do list. Entertaining someone on the side? They might drop a baby bombshell or push a situation that forces a reality check. 

[?] New DMs may slide in, but your social battery will be too low. You'll be running on empty after your responsibilities. Rest wins. Flirting can wait. Seeing someone? They'll give off "let's get serious" vibes, but you're in no rush to label anything.

 Aquarius

Jan 20 - Feb 18

[?] Expect a fresh pivot or to hit the ground running in a surprise new role. Hard carries will turn into clean wins and shelved ideas will gain traction. If you're job hunting or scouting for business deals, Fate will link you up with real door-openers. Secure the bag. Don't overthink it. Luck is on your side. 

[?] A kind uncle or big bro might drop some good news or plug you into a money-making opportunity. If you're selling your own property or brokering for someone else, expect to close the deal soon. Stay sharp around anything tied to luxury goods, fandom or entertainment. Scammers are working overtime and they will try to finesse you. 

[?] The spark may fizzle and you'll feel checked out. Your partner's sweet gestures could land flat or grate on your nerves. Expect tense silence where warmth used to be. Meanwhile, a friend or someone new online might catch your eye, with easy vibes you can't ignore. Easy doesn't always mean right. 

[?] Single life is losing its charm but swiping right still feels like settling. DMs roll in, friends play matchmaker and still nobody quite measures up. Let's be real: your standards might be reaching a stratospheric level or your ex left big shoes no one else could fill.

 Pisces

Feb 19 - Mar 20

[?] You'll be tapped for a critical initiative that calls for precision and serious grit. A few pot-stirrers, micromanagers and energy vampires will enter the picture. You'll skate through their mess with main character energy that makes handling it look like a leisure sport.

[?] The seeds you sowed are officially in their harvest era. A kind auntie or big sis will help you seal a sweet deal or drop insider info that boosts your bag. You'll cover the boring essentials with zero drama, leaving plenty of room to bankroll your own serotonin and support your lifestyle delusions. 

[?] You two are the weird friends, fully embracing each other's quirks. Your relationship is perfectly imperfect. Expect micromance, pebbling and glimmers between you two. Pen may meet paper as you lock in something real, from a property deal to a business pact or even a marriage registration. 

[?] You'll be deep in your corporate era: zero distractions, maximum grind and absolutely no time for romantic chaos. But the universe has other plans. Someone in uniform or a government official will slide into your orbit and try to recruit you for a very different kind of business.
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									Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce have married in private, NY Post reports

									
								

									Taylor [?]Swift  and  Travis Kelce have married in private ahead  of a [?]planned celebration at New York's Madison Square [?]Garden, the New York Post's Page Six reported  on Thursday, citing  multiple unidentified sources.
									A representative for  Swift [?]did not [?]immediately respond to a request for [?]comment. 
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									Guru's daily horoscope for July 3

									Let's check out today's vibe
								

									The day of the week you were born on can reveal a lot... Read on.
									= today's motto,[?] = work, [?] = money, [?] = taken, [?] = single

SUNDAY

Everyone is out for themselves. 

[?]You have to compete with your colleagues to earn credit and respect. However, you're well-prepared for anything that comes your way. 

[?] Someone gains at your expense because of your own naivety. You may buy something that looks nothing like what's advertised. 

[?]Don't compete with your partner. It doesn't matter whose job title or paycheque is bigger. You're supposed to be on the same team.  

[?] Someone quite popular seems to be interested in you. Get to know them but also beware that they have several admirers. 

MONDAY

Embrace happiness and reward yourself. 

[?]After a period of hard work, your effort finally pays off in praise from your boss and colleagues. The office vibe is very encouraging and you enjoy your work.

[?] Your financial discipline shows its result in impressive digits in your accounts. You can take a bit out to reward yourself with a wishlist item or a vacay.  

[?]A vacation with your partner and family is on the cards. It'll recharge you both and strengthen your bond. 

[?] You're happy to go out with your besties. You love your freedom and yourself so much that you don't need outside validation.  

TUESDAY

A big surprise may come when you're least prepared. 

[?]You may be unexpectedly offered a new title or a big project. Someone you respect gives you praise and reinforces your confidence. 

[?] Extra cash, valuable gifts or secret deals may be yours. In any case, your financial standing is getting stronger. 

[?]Your partner may have a surprise for you. It'll refresh your relationship and make you excited about it again as if it's new. 

[?] Someone with a good profile makes you smile. They're looking for something real and so are you.  

WEDNESDAY

When you're down, friendship can lift you up. 

[?]Whether you're stressed because of work or personal issues, confide in someone you trust. Their pep talk can reenergise you.

[?] You may be short on cash because of unexpected expenses. However, your friends can help you with a freelance opportunity, not free cash.  

[?]If you feel underappreciated by your partner, you may need a night out with your friends to vent and clear your head. 

[?] If you feel lonely, go out with your friends. Ask them to go out with you. Don't wait for them to ask. 

THURSDAY

Silence can be a ticking time bomb. 

[?]Don't let a long-standing problem fester. No one wants to talk about it but ignoring it only worsens it. Everyone in the office needs to address it together.

[?] A debt you've been ignoring starts to snowball. Face it and fix it now or risk a personal financial crisis later.   

[?]If your partner responds to you with one or two words, they may be hiding their true feelings from you. Have a heart-to-heart now. 

[?] Your taken friend may try to convince you to be in a relationship with all the good stories. Listen to them but you don't have to believe them.  

FRIDAY

Something dark and disturbing may hide behind a beautiful facade.

[?]Beware of a job offering that sounds too good to be true. Better pay for fewer hours sounds ridiculous. Beware of hidden conditions that work against you.   

[?] Someone may try to fool you with a get-rich-quick scheme. Their luxury online lifestyle is just an illusion. Don't trust them.

[?]A half-told story from an outsider may cause a misunderstanding between you two. Ask your partner for their side of the story.

[?] Someone who flexes a lot online may slide into your DMs. Their pocket may be as deep as they want people to believe.  

SATURDAY

It's time for a new beginning. Work towards a place in life that you want to be. 

[?]Free yourself from past failures and limitations. Embrace challenges and show off your skills. You're on your way to success. 

[?] You may make a new investment after thorough research. Set your long-term goals and keep working towards them but don't rush. 

[?]A baby may be on their way. You two should forgive and forget past mistakes. Your relationship can start with a clean slate.  

[?] Remove toxic exes from your contact and memory. Give yourself a chance to find love again without any emotional baggage.
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									A menu for murder

									Pen-ek Ratanaruang's Morte Cucina is bizarre and disturbing
								

									The world of psychological thrillers has long explored the chilling terror of methodical destruction, where a perpetrator slowly guides a victim towards death by secretly poisoning everyday food and medicine.
									This horrifying dynamic anchors classics such as The Sixth Sense (1999), in which a caregiver hides toxins in routine meals, Phantom Thread (2017), which weaponises wild mushrooms to enforce emotional dependency, or Run (2020), where a controlling mother uses veterinary drugs to keep her daughter physically weakened.

In these stories, suspense emerges from the invisible corruption of ordinary sustenance, leaving victims unaware that they are slowly consuming their own demise.

Pen-ek Ratanaruang's thriller Morte Cucina (Khrua Sao) subverts these familiar genre conventions by replacing drugs and chemicals with a dark culinary gimmick.

Here, Thai cuisine -- traditionally celebrated for its beauty, meticulous preparation and vibrant flavours -- is transformed into an instrument of suffering through the deliberate manipulation of ingredients and cooking techniques.

By twisting refined gastronomy into a weapon of revenge, the film turns the kitchen into a lethal laboratory.

[image: ]

Although the film can still be considered somewhat niche, Pen-ek appears to have noticeably adjusted his storytelling style. What once made his earlier works challenging and elusive has become far more accessible here.

Morte Cucina follows a comparatively clear and linear narrative that does not demand the same level of interpretive effort often associated with his previous films. In fact, the story is so straightforward that viewers may find themselves predicting major developments and even the ending long before they arrive.

Since the central plot of Morte Cucina is actually quite minimal, reviewing the film without revealing spoilers becomes rather difficult. Ideally, the film should already be seen before reading further.

The story opens by presenting parallel narratives centred around two women whose lives unfold in alternating perspectives. The first is Sao (Bella Boonsang), a waitress working at a stylish restaurant in Bangkok.

Her life initially appears ordinary and relaxed: smoking cigarettes during breaks, riding a scooter through the city and quietly practising her culinary skills in the kitchen after hours.

The second narrative follows a younger woman from Songkhla, raised in a conservative Muslim community, who has been banished by her family and her recent marriage after suffering a sexual assault.

Although the film never explicitly explains the connection between these two women, it quickly becomes apparent that they are, in fact, the same person existing across different points in time.

We soon learn that Sao carries a deeply buried secret, particularly when she encounters Korn (Kris Srepoomseth), a real-estate broker who casually enters the restaurant where she works. Sao immediately recognises him as the man who assaulted her years earlier.

At that moment, the resentment buried deep within Sao begins to resurface. Although she initially takes no direct action, it becomes clear that her revenge has already started taking shape, especially since Korn fails to recognise her.

Realising she possesses the advantage of anonymity, Sao quietly begins constructing an elaborate scheme.

The thriller elements in Morte Cucina feel surreal, with their symbolic weight prioritised over visceral realism. Suffice it to say that Sao's revenge recalls elements of both Run and Phantom Thread, punishing Korn's greed and predatory nature by becoming simultaneously the source of -- and the only remedy to -- his hunger.

And speaking of hunger, we rarely see Kris Srepoomseth doing anything other than being a glutton in this film. While the director's storytelling doesn't fully explain this aspect of his character, Korn seems abnormally, constantly hungry and oblivious to everything else, both before meeting Sao and after falling victim to her.

Throughout the film, he orders massive amounts of food and eats voraciously, completely disregarding those around him or his date. The result is bizarre and disturbing.

In truth, Morte Cucina may ask too much from all but the most open-minded audiences. To fully appreciate the film, viewers must abandon strict logic and surrender themselves to its subconscious rhythm of images, symbolism and emotional suggestion.

As we watch Sao gradually execute her revenge through her extraordinary cooking abilities, a strong sense of sensuality begins to emerge. This sensualism arises not only from the meticulous presentation of food, but also from the inclusion of explicit sex scenes, something still relatively uncommon in mainstream Thai cinema.

What makes these scenes particularly fascinating is the contrast embedded within them. Sao clearly weaponises intimacy, using sex as another extension of control and manipulation.

Later, an even stranger and more unconventional sequence further complicates the film's treatment of eroticism, suggesting that desire for Sao is inseparable from power, resentment and psychological domination.

Despite the film containing several explicit scenes, they rarely feel erotic in a conventional sense. Through unsettling camerawork, fragmented editing, and oppressive music, Pen-ek transforms sexuality into something deeply uncomfortable and emotionally disorienting rather than seductive.

This marks the third feature collaboration between Pen-ek and Christopher Doyle, the Australian cinematographer best known for his legendary work in Hong Kong cinema.

Doyle's visual style once again proves distinctive here, particularly in the way food is photographed. Close-ups of chewing, slurping, and food preparation become recurring visual metaphors for the characters' inner psychological states.

The meals themselves often feel more emotionally revealing than the dialogue.

Although the film maintains an overwhelmingly serious tone, Pen-ek occasionally inserts moments of dark humour. At the same time, however, there are several elements that feel strangely disconnected from the film's central themes.

One example is the cameo appearance by Japanese actor Tadanobu Asano, who plays a pretentious artist responsible for much of the film's comic relief. While entertaining, his character ultimately feels unnecessary and somewhat detached from the story's emotional core.

This unevenness also extends to certain narrative choices. After Sao successfully gains control over Korn, she continues living alongside him for years, yet the film provides little explanation regarding her emotional state or motivations during that period.

Rather than feeling entirely like a flaw, however, this ambiguity opens space for more thought-provoking interpretations about interdependence within revenge.

Morte Cucina quietly suggests that getting close enough to destroy someone may also create a twisted emotional bond that becomes inseparable from vengeance, dependence, loyalty or even affection.

Similarly, the supernatural imagery introduced during the final sequence is left deliberately unexplained, adding yet another layer of uncertainty to the story.

Bella Boonsang remains relatively new to the industry, having made her debut in the Thai horror film The Medium (2021). Her performance here is somewhat uneven and occasionally lacks sharpness, particularly in dialogue-heavy scenes where her delivery can feel stiff or overly rehearsed.

Nevertheless, her physical acting is genuinely impressive. In scenes requiring little dialogue, Bella conveys Sao's suppressed rage, trauma, and emotional isolation with remarkable intensity through subtle gestures and expressions alone.

While Morte Cucina is far from groundbreaking, it ultimately stands as one of Pen-ek's strongest and most surprisingly accessible works in years. It is not a film that demands exhaustive analysis, yet it remains layered with enough symbolism and ambiguity to provoke lingering questions long after the credits roll.

Several scenes still leave viewers wondering why they exist at all, but perhaps that uncertainty is precisely the point. Even so, the film possesses a clearer narrative structure and stronger sense of direction than many of Pen-ek's recent works.

Most impressively, it cleverly transforms the elegance and allure of Thai cuisine into a sinister web of revenge, dependency and psychological decay.


	Morte Cucina

	Starring Bella Boonsang, Kris Srepoomseth, Nopachai Chaiyanam

	Directed by Pen-ek Ratanaruang
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									Bangkok International Content Market aims to boost local film, TV and animation

									
								

									The Bangkok International Content Market, Thailand's first business networking platform dedicated to film, series and animation, is scheduled to run from July 20-22 at the Queen Sirikit National Convention Center in Bangkok, marking a major milestone in country's ambition to become the "Content Hub of Asia".
									Held under the umbrella of the Thailand Content Market 2026, the initiative aims to elevate Thai content onto the global stage while positioning the creative economy as a new engine of national growth.

The collaboration will strengthen Thailand's content ecosystem through international business opportunities, industry networking, and cross-border creative partnerships.

"BICM2026" represents a significant step towards establishing a comprehensive international marketplace for Thai and Asian content. The platform is designed to connect creators, producers, investors, distributors, broadcasters and global industry leaders to foster long-term collaboration and sustainable industry growth.

The event is expected to attract more than 300 leading international buyers, over 500 exhibitors, and upwards of 10,000 participants from across the global creative industry.

According to Thailand's 2020 Input-Output Table, investment in the content sector, particularly film and broadcasting, generates returns exceeding initial investment, with every 1 baht invested creating an average economic value of 1.8 baht. This underscores the industry's growing role as a key driver of economic development, employment, and soft power expansion.

One of the major highlights of BICM2026 is the Content Pitching and BICM Pitching Awards programme, which will showcase more than 55 selected projects from Thailand and the Asia-Pacific region. The platform will provide emerging and established creators with opportunities to present films, series, and original stories with strong production potential to international investors and producers.

The BICM Pitching Awards will include categories for Asian Project Pitching, Thai Project Pitching and Thai Story Pitching, with total prize funding of at least 668,250 baht to support projects in full-scale production.

The event will also feature the Creative Media Business Expansion Market, a dedicated B2B networking and exhibition space for film, series and animation businesses, alongside more than 500 exhibition booths showcasing creative services, studios, and production capabilities.

Industry forums and panel discussions featuring renowned experts and executives from Thailand and abroad will provide insights into emerging trends, future opportunities, and the evolving global content landscape.

For more details, please visit cea.or.th or bicm.or.th.
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									Peak sports watch

									Patek Philippe marks 50 years of the Nautilus
								

									The launch of Nautilus in 1976 provoked various responses, yet Patek Philippe believed in the enfant terrible.
									The 50th anniversary is marked by limited editions as well as a thematic exhibition at the Patek Philippe Museum in Geneva.

The exhibition looks back to the 1970s, when gold dress watches became incompatible with people pursuing a dynamic lifestyle. Hence, Patek Philippe elevated rugged stainless steel as a material for a robust yet luxurious timepiece, whose case was neither round nor rectangular while the octagonal bezel featured softened corners.

[image: Patek Philippe Nautilus 50th anniversary. ]
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Embodying sporty elegance, the resulting Nautilus with an integrated bracelet "goes with a wet suit as well as with a tuxedo", headlined in an ad.

The atypical case ensured an impressive water resistance of 120m, thanks to an architecture with a single bore for the winding stem and the octagonal bezel attached onto two hinges by four clamping screws.

The construction recalled portholes with a hinge-and-bolt locking system, like those on transatlantic ocean liners.

Including the hinges, the Nautilus was 42mm wide and 7.6mm high, earning the nickname Jumbo. Over half-a-century, it has evolved in terms of size and materials, with different complications or dazzling gemsetting, based on the original design.

Patek Philippe firstly celebrates the 50th anniversary with two white gold Jumbo models in a 41mm case, paired with a metal bracelet or a navy blue composite strap with a fabric motif.

[image: Calibre 240 with an engraved inscription on the 22-carat gold mini rotor.]
Calibre 240 with an engraved inscription on the 22-carat gold mini rotor.




Water resistant to 30m, the case remains faithful to the original two-part construction. The absence of any superfluous details highlights its cult lines, the geometry of its bezel and the characteristic horizontal relief embossed on the dial, enhanced by a sunburst finish.

The version with a composite strap has applied hour markers illuminated by baguette-cut diamonds instead of a Superluminova luminescent coating.

A brilliant-cut diamond is discreetly set into the hinge at 9 o'clock on the 38mm case of the third limited edition, which recalls the medium-sized Nautilus from the 1980s.

The subtle play of alternating polished and satin-brushed finishes now appeal on 950 platinum used in producing the case, bezel and bracelet.

These anniversary editions are equipped with the Calibre 240, whose mini rotor in 22-carat gold bears the engraved inscription "50 1976 - 2026".

[image: A diamond shimmers on the case of the limited-edition platinum Nautilus.]
A diamond shimmers on the case of the limited-edition platinum Nautilus.




Patek Philippe introduced this ultra-thin self-winding movement with a 48-hour power reserve in 1977. Its mastery in long power reserve is demonstrated by a new calibre that debuted along with the Calatrava 8-Day in 2025.

The manually-wound movement now operates the commemorative Nautilus desk clock with a diameter of 50.65mm.

In addition to hours and minutes, the white gold clock displays the day in an aperture, date and small seconds in subsidiary dials while a power reserve indicator keeps the user informed of the remaining autonomy. Two going barrels connected in series guarantee precision for eight full days, with a ninth day "in reserve".

The transformation of the Nautilus to a desk clock is also based on the two-part case while lavish finishing such as contrasting polished and satin-brushed surfaces underline the originality of the design.

[image: Thematic exhibition at the Patek Philippe Museum in Geneva. (Photo: Christophe Michaud)]
Thematic exhibition at the Patek Philippe Museum in Geneva. (Photo: Christophe Michaud)




Applied hour markers set with baguette-cut diamonds shimmer against the blue sunburst dial adorned with horizontal relief embossing. The hinged cover on the back shares a similar decoration with an applied Calatrava cross in white gold, enhanced by a satin-brushed finish.

Opening this cover reveals the mechanical movement beneath the sapphire crystal as well as a gold ring with an engraved inscription.

The anniversary editions along with a selection of Nautilus models are on display at the thematic exhibition, which runs until early 2027.
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									New boutique, classic collection

									
								

									The partnership between Patek Philippe and Cortina Watch has been reinforced by the opening of their first duplex boutique in Southeast Asia at Post 1928 Building, One Bangkok.
									Spanning 291m2 across two levels, this new address stands out with an external facade featuring intricate kirigami-style patterns inspired by the Calatrava Cross -- Patek Philippe's trademark since 1887.

A family of round wristwatches is named after this emblem, while other collections include the Cubitus, Golden Ellipse, Nautilus and Twenty-4.

The duplex boutique, however, is more than a retail space for these models, as the interior design reflects the independence and artisanal mastery of the last family-owned Genevan manufacture.

An exhibition corner on the ground level traces the history and key milestones of the maison, from its genesis in 1839 to the inception of new era under the Stern family in 1932 and on to the end of the first quarter of the 21st century.

On the upper floor, a lounge and bar area provide an inviting atmosphere to engage with the timepieces, while three discreet salons offer privacy for personalised consultations.

[image: The entrance area and exhibition corner in the far right.]
The entrance area and exhibition corner in the far right.




At the heart of the atrium, a 7m centrepiece by a legendary glassmaker anchors the vertical volume of the duplex, adding brilliance and spatial harmony. Its mouth-blown crystal, formed through a centuries-old process of repeated firing and cooling, casts a radiant, warm glow throughout the space.

Meanwhile, Patek Philippe's commitment to preserving rare handcrafts is expressed through an annual collection of exceptional pocket watches, wristwatches and dome table clocks.

One of the ancestral techniques, wood marquetry demands dexterity, precision and patience in decorating a dial.

The boutique presents this exquisite art on a larger scale, on a wall meticulously constructed from fine wood veneer, hand-assembled to form intricate pictorial designs.

Inspired by a dome table clock, the Tropical Island triptych portrays turtles, tropical fish and coral, resonating with the beauty of the marine ecosystem in Southeast Asia.
								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/social-and-lifestyle/3280399/new-boutique-classic-collection



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									Innovative traditional dishes

									Chef Vicky Sevilla on cooking tributes to her roots, while showcasing technical mastery
								

									The youngest Spanish female chef to be awarded a Michelin star for her restaurant, Arrels, Vicky Sevilla's culinary philosophy focuses on three pillars.
									"I base my culinary philosophy on three pillars: memory, product and technique. I work with local products and what's available in the local market. In Sagunt, Valencia, we try and give the guests an experience that makes them feel like they are in Valencia," says the chef.

"At the age of 17, I visited a friend who gave me a job in a kitchen in Formentera. Working in that kitchen sparked something in me and I went on to train at Costa Azahar Hospitality School in Castellon and gained experience under the mentorship of renowned chefs like Susi Diaz, Begona Rodrigo and Vicente Patino," explains Sevilla.

At the age of 25, chef Sevilla opened Arrels in Sagunto, a town rich in history and culinary heritage. Housed in the 16th-century former stables of the Palacio de los Duques de Gaeta, Arrels earned a Michelin star in 2022 and a Repsol Sol, Spain's prestigious gastronomic counterpart to the Michelin Guide, in 2020, making it a destination for gourmands.

[image: At Arrels, chef Vicky Sevilla serves modern Mediterranean cuisine that champions local Valencian ingredients. ]
At Arrels, chef Vicky Sevilla serves modern Mediterranean cuisine that champions local Valencian ingredients.
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"I work with a lot of seasonal fish. Most of the menu is seasonal and contains the best during that particular season. Of course, we also have vegetables and whatever else is best at the time. My cooking is Spanish Mediterranean, but with more of a focus on Mediterranean cuisine," adds the chef.

"Normally, when a dish is being developed, the ingredients are already in their prime as they are the best in season. But I tend to use a lot of Japanese and Asian techniques to enhance the taste of the produce.

"For example, we have a traditional dish from Valencia called Coca Valenciana. At Arrels, we use the same technique used to make Coca, which is a flat bread, but we made the dish with tuna. There are two parts to the dish. We ferment and stimulate the bread with a culture that is not yeast and when you eat it, you eat the two parts. One part is the tuna and the other is the technique."

Though the menu at Arrels changes seasonally, not all dishes change at once.

"It often depends on the availability of the product. Normally, we change a few dishes in one season, which is two or three months. In winter, we will normally use truffle or mushrooms, and in the summer we use a lot of fresh fish. In Spain, each season is three months, so we try to elaborate the product and reach the best in the season. The menu may change completely after six months," says the chef.

"Of course, we have two or three dishes that are always on the menu and never change because people like them and want them," she adds.

[image: Arrels Restaurant. ]
Arrels Restaurant.



One of her signature dishes is the combination of tomato and tuna, which is similar to the Coca Valenciana.

"Another traditional dish that I reinterpret is the All i Pebre, an eel stew, since we have very good eel. The dish comes from the Albufera zone in Valencia. We use tarragon, Hollandaise sauce and seasonal fruit like apricots or figs. With the eel bones, we make a sauce called blanquette, with pepper and cinnamon. Traditionally, All i Pebre is made with paprika and potatoes," explains chef Sevilla.

Most of chef Sevilla's dishes come from memory, using recipes of her mother and family: "The tuna recipe comes from my mother. As a child, I never ate fish because I did not like the bones and my mother would buy canned tuna for me to eat because it never had bones. She prepared the tuna with tomato and shallots. This is the memory I have of tuna, which is reinterpreted into my dish.

"Using hyper-seasonal produce doesn't really give us much time for research. For example, we have two weeks when white asparagus is at its best. So a lot of the recipes of such ingredients come from my memory of eating them as a child or later on in life.

"It's easier to create new dishes from traditional ones when you have memories of your grandmother or mother cooking dishes. All the flavours are connected. You only have to take the techniques to make the product shine and be tasty. It's more complicated and difficult to create a new dish than reinterpretate traditional dishes.

"I have a new project coming up, though it is not based entirely on me. I plan to move Arrels to another historical place, despite the process being terribly bureaucratic. In the new place, I plan to have four or five guest rooms where people can stay when they come to Arrels. I want to move because it is a special opportunity and I want to also run a small hotel."
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