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America at 250
As Trump commands 250th stage, Democrats offer their vision of patriotism
Partisanship around the country's big anniversary has put Democrats in a bind: They want to criticize the president without appearing unpatriotic.

National Guard troops patrol the Great American State Fair on Tuesday. (Cheney Orr/Reuters)


By Ben Binday | 2026-07-03

People visit the Great American State Fair on Tuesday on the National Mall. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


This weekend's 250th anniversary celebrations have taken on the overtones of a partisan fight, with President Donald Trump placing himself at the center of the capital's events by touting military displays, patriotic music and fireworks adorning the "most spectacular TRUMP RALLY of them all."
The high-profile festivities have forced Democrats, who have long been viewed as the less overtly patriotic party, into a bind. They want to show opposition to Trump without looking like they're unwilling to celebrate the United States. 
Many Democratic leaders have responded by emphasizing state celebrations -- museum exhibits, naturalization ceremonies and community service projects -- and leaning into rhetoric that attempts to advance their definition of patriotism as a counterpoint to Trump's.
"This is a time for Democrats to stop ceding the flag, to stop ceding patriotism to another political party, because patriotism ... is something that is owned by all of us," Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) said in an interview.
Moore, a military veteran and potential presidential candidate, will be speaking on Saturday at Maryland's State House in Annapolis, 30 miles from Trump's D.C. rally. He has been trying to encourage his party to connect patriotic symbolism with deeper themes such as sacrifice, equality and helping America live up to its ideals.

"This is a time for Democrats to stop ceding the flag, to stop ceding patriotism to another political party," said Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D). (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)


But Democrats are at odds over how to define patriotism. Some focus on democratic governance in the face of what they say is Trump's antidemocratic agenda. Others have pressed Americans to reexamine slavery and inequality, to live up to the country's professed vision. A third path ties patriotism to an economic message that mirrors the party's rhetoric ahead of this year's midterm elections.
Republicans have for decades sought to claim the mantle of patriotism and national unity through associations with symbols such as the American flag, the national anthem and the military. Just 18 percent of Americans view the Democratic Party as "very patriotic," compared with 31 percent who say that about Republicans, according to a June YouGov poll.
In the Trump era, Republicans have also cast discussions of historic injustices as unpatriotic, tossing another political grenade at what they say is Democrats' obsession with identity politics. 
Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro (D), another potential presidential contender, argues for confronting such attacks head-on.
"I don't think it is patriotic to whitewash our history the way Donald Trump does, or to rip away people's individual liberties and freedoms the way Donald Trump routinely does," he said in an interview. "I choose to look at this a different way ... to treat people, all people, with dignity and respect."
Shapiro accused Trump of politicizing the national celebration but said that as governor, he is bringing people together with Pennsylvania's events. Shapiro declined to send a delegation to the Great American State Fair on the National Mall, citing the $700,000 cost to participate in what he called "Trump's fair," and adding that patriotism does not belong to the president.
"Our celebrations here will not be about any one party, will not be about any one person," he said. "People will have a moment to take stock of our history and rededicate themselves to the work ahead."
Yet Democrats are falling into a trap by boycotting Trump's events, said John Brabender, a Republican strategist who worked as a media consultant for the Trump campaign. 
"It would have been smarter to say, 'Look, we might disagree with the president on a lot of things, but we still believe America is the strongest, best country in the world, and we think we should use this time to come together and share all we have in common,'" Brabender said. "Instead of saying, 'I'm taking my ball and going home.'"
Matt Gorman, another GOP strategist, accused Democrats of leveraging patriotism in election years and then acting like sore losers when they are not in charge. 

Ethan Boggs, center, and his family visit with Florida pastor Rodney Howard-Brown at the Great American State Fair on Wednesday. (Tyler M. Andrews/The Washington Post)


Democrats would be "beating their chest" about the celebration had Kamala Harris been elected in 2024, Gorman said. They "can't separate their disappointment with not being in power with being proud of their country," he added. 
Democrats, though, argue that Republicans are describing a version of patriotism that no longer matches how many Americans view their country.
Patriotism should focus on upholding the Constitution and caring about the nation's well-being, rather than Trump's "macho, 'we're going to kick everybody's ass' kind of patriotism," said Democratic pollster Anna Greenberg. Trump's presidency has changed the conversation, she argued, with many Democrats now viewing patriotism through the lens of constitutional rights, due process and democratic institutions.
Voters increasingly trace patriotism to economic security and the American Dream rather than the flag and other symbols, according to Democratic strategist John Anzalone, the chief pollster for Joe Biden's 2020 presidential campaign. 
"They're patriotic, they understand where their values derive from in terms of our country and the founding of it, but they feel that the American Dream on the financial side, and that level of patriotism, politicians have let them down on," he said.
Rebecca Bennett, a former Navy helicopter pilot running for Congress in a swing district in New Jersey, is seizing on a similar message.
On the campaign trail, she describes her life as "a version of the American Dream" and talks about patriotism in the form of ROTC, the GI Bill and a Veterans Affairs loan that helped her family buy a home.
"When you love something, you fight for it," said Bennett in an interview.
Republicans have used patriotism as a cudgel for decades: Richard Nixon during the Vietnam War and Ronald Reagan during the Cold War. George H.W. Bush made the flag a centerpiece of his 1988 campaign. Democrats have frequently been accused of being insufficiently patriotic, including Barack Obama over whether he chose to wear a flag pin.
Yet Democrats argue that Trump has warped the playing field by increasingly tying patriotism to personal loyalty.

Images projected onto the Washington Monument on New Year's Eve in 2025 marked the start of America's 250th year. (Peter W. Stevenson/The Washington Post)


"You can still love your country and want it to be more perfect, exactly as our Founding Fathers envisioned," said Rosie Rios, appointed by Biden as the chair of America 250, a congressionally chartered initiative to mark the nation's semiquincentennial. July Fourth "should be about common American values that unite us -- like community, service and innovation."
Scott Clement contributed to this report.
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The realities of parenting
Edith Pritchett cartoon on raising an infant. 

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)


By Edith Pritchett | 2026-07-03

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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A $2.8 billion data center? Oh no, this is Project MOC-1.
The South Carolina development will hurt the environment and create few jobs.

A sign near a proposed location of a data center in Peculiar, Missouri, in 2024. (Arin Yoon/For The Washington Post)


By Kathleen Parker | 2026-07-03
SPARTANBURG, S.C. -- Elon Musk's idea to send data centers into space might prompt smirks in some quarters but probably not in Spartanburg, where a mega data center slipped into town, catching residents by surprise and spawning a revolt.
Across the country, the explosion of data centers -- driven by a surge in artificial intelligence demand -- has created controversy because of environmental concerns, utility issues and a lack of transparency mixed with misunderstandings among residents, corporate investors and local leaders. There are about 3,000 data centers in the United States, with roughly 1,500 more under development. 
The Spartanburg data center, which is under construction and slated to begin operations in the third quarter of this year, arrived with hardly anyone's notice until trees along South Pine Street were mowed down and heavy equipment started rolling in. The lack of awareness was no accident. Local officials who lured the project to Spartanburg County publicly referred to it as "Project MOC-1" and characterized it as a "high-performance computing center."
This subterfuge is a classic example of good ol' boy dodging that has come back to bite local officials where they sit. MOC-1 was the work of NorthMark Strategies, a New York investment firm that is developing the data center through its subsidiary, Valara Holdings. Thanks to the Spartanburg County Council's complicity in protecting the project until it was finalized, it took a while for people to figure things out.
The February 2025 agreement between NorthMark and the county included a 40-year fee-in-lieu-of-tax agreement that lowered the property assessment ratio for Valara Holdings to 4 percent. The deal also included other tax credits. Even when NorthMark announced the $2.8 billion center in a press release on April 22, 2025, it continued to use misleading language, saying it was redeveloping the now-defunct Kohler manufacturing plant into a "high-performance computing center." For all anyone knew, this could have meant anything from a shared workspace complex with hundreds of computer stations to, well, a giant data center with all its attendant problems.
The real kicker: the small number of jobs it will create. When fully operational, the largely automated center will provide "at least 27" jobs, according to the governor's office, though this number seems to vary. 
The secretive nature of the negotiations, though not illegal, has fueled growing anger among residents, who say they feel misled by their elected officials. In an unhelpful explanation, county  spokeswoman Scottie Kay Blackwell told a Post and Courier reporter that the council had a nondisclosure agreement with the company and wasn't at liberty to "share any information about this matter beyond what is already included in the County Council agenda packet."
Not at liberty to share? What about transparency? What about public input? What about telling residents they'll soon lose their starlit nights among old-growth trees and sacrifice the cicada's summer serenade to the drone of nonstop generators and turbines?
Two meetings have been held recently to deal with public outcry. On June 24, NorthMark hosted a virtual town hall. The following day, the state Department of Environmental Services convened a meeting at the Spartanburg Memorial Auditorium to accommodate hundreds of outraged residents eager to discuss a proposed power plant expansion, from an approximately 50-megawatt facility to one that's roughly 450 megawatts, to support the data center. 
 
If approved, the facility would emit hundreds of tons of pollutants into the air annually through 35 exhaust stacks ranging in height from 31 to 80 feet. This includes more than nine tons of carcinogenic formaldehyde and 158 tons of fine particulate matter, which is linked to asthma, birth defects and lung cancer risk.
The request for an increase in power also seemed to take residents by surprise, even though a county official confirmed that NorthMark made clear in its original "project profile" that it would scale up to 450 megawatts. "Maybe the message didn't get out properly," Mike Dobeck, vice president of real estate development for NorthMark, told the Greenville News. Maybe? Emily Wyche of the Southern Environmental Law Center, which is fighting the permit request, was blunt in her remarks at the public hearing: "The lack of transparency is stunning." 
Accordingly, the state has extended the public comment period for the permit until July 31. Meanwhile, Spartanburg County has joined several other counties in passing temporary moratoriums on new plans for data centers.
Spartanburg County officials clearly wanted to keep their discussions under wraps while NorthMark considered locations in other areas. And, charitably, an investment of this scale would be hard for any community to resist. 
But politicians seem never to learn that they work for the people and not for corporations or private-equity firms looking for a deal at the expense of residents and the environment -- especially not in exchange for the quality of life that makes South Carolina a desirable place to call home.
All things considered, space seems a proper place for data centers -- and maybe for a few politicians, if Mr. Musk can make room on his rocket.
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Celebrating America's 250th birthday
Michael Ramirez cartoon on Fourth of July, political divisions.

(Michael Ramirez/Las Vegas Review-Journal for The Washington Post)


By Michael Ramirez | 2026-07-02

(Michael Ramirez/Las Vegas Review-Journal for The Washington Post)
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This Fourth, don't buy the snake oil of the 'blood and soil' right
The blood-and-soil right has more in common with the left than it wants to admit.

A couple is reflected in a window as a ferry passes the Statue of Liberty in New York on April 14. (Angela Weiss/AFP/Getty Images)


By Marc Thiessen | 2026-07-02
Is America just another country? 
That may seem like an odd question to ask as we celebrate the 250th anniversary of our Declaration of Independence, the greatest testament to individual liberty and popular sovereignty the world has ever known. But, amazingly, some on the right are making just that claim. America, they tell us, isn't an idea; it is a nation built by a distinct people based on shared ancestry, shared soil, shared history and shared culture -- and that these, not the lofty ideals of our Declaration, are what make us great. 
This is dead wrong. We are the first nation in human history built not on blood and soil but on an idea: the idea of human freedom. What unites us as a people is not a common bloodline, but our common creed. 
"There is at present no American ethnicity," historian Gordon Wood explained earlier this year at the American Enterprise Institute, and "there was no such distinctive ethnicity even in 1776." In 1790, Wood said, only 60 percent of the White population was English. The citizenry was what John Adams called a "Hotch potch of people such an omnium gatherum of English, Irish, German, Dutch, Sweedes, French, &c. that it is difficult to give a name to the Country, characteristic of the people." 
What gave us that defining characteristic was our creed. Most European states, Wood said, "were created out of a prior sense of a common ethnicity or language." But in the United States "the process was reversed." We were united as one people by a shared belief in a set of ideas -- that "all men are created equal" and are "endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights" and that governments derive "their just powers from the consent of the governed." This unique patrimony is the reason Americans can make the audacious claim that we are an "exceptional" nation. 
Whether they realize it or not, the blood-and-soil nationalists reject the very idea of American exceptionalism. If what makes us a country is shared land, language and culture, well, that is true of every country. They appear to agree with President Barack Obama, who infamously declared, "I believe in American exceptionalism, just as I suspect that the Brits believe in British exceptionalism and the Greeks believe in Greek exceptionalism." 
In other words, he did not believe in American exceptionalism. And neither do these conservatives. Indeed, by seeking to graft European-style "blood and soil" nationalism on the American body politic, they are inadvertently making common cause with the far left, which also rejects American exceptionalism through its insistence that America's founding ideals were always a lie told in the service of slavery and oppression. 
Yes, we have a shared history, and we should all take pride in what our forebears achieved. As President Donald Trump put it in his brilliant second inaugural address, they "crossed deserts, scaled mountains, braved untold dangers, won the Wild West, ended slavery, rescued millions from tyranny, lifted billions from poverty, harnessed electricity, split the atom, launched mankind into the heavens, and put the universe of human knowledge into the palm of the human hand." 
And our ideals are what made all those great achievements possible. The Americans who accomplished these great feats came here (or descended from those who did) to escape the stifling, stratified societies of their birth seeking the opportunity to -- in Thomas Jefferson's immortal framing -- pursue their happiness. They saw that this was the only nation on Earth where the common man could rise above his station and go as far as his effort and ambition would take him. We were, and remain, a land of endless possibilities precisely because our nation was built on the ideas contained in our Declaration. 
If our nationhood is defined by those achievements, and not the principles that undergird them, then our foundations are necessarily fleeting. Across the world, one can see the ruins of great castles, palaces and temples built by long-lost civilizations. Empires rise and fall. But America's ideals are eternal. They will outlast every road, bridge and skyscraper our forebears built. No nation will ever come up with a creed that surpasses them.
Our creedal identity is precisely why we need not fear the rise of nationalism in America. In Europe, nationalism is based on ethnicity -- and, in its most toxic form, pride in the superiority of a particular race. But our nationalism is a belief in the superiority of the American idea. European nationalism is inherently exclusive. But American nationalism is inherently inclusive, open to those who come here legally and accept our creed, our Constitution and our founding principles.
The problem today is that, in recent years, we have allowed far too many into our country who do not believe in our creed (just look at the pro-Hamas demonstrations in major American cities). That is intolerable. But the solution is to fix our immigration system, not abandon our identity as the world's only creedal nation. Because millions come to our country each year who do love America. And millions more have been inspired by our example to throw off the chains of oppression and assume the blessings of liberty in their own lands. As Jefferson put it in his last letter before he died on the Fourth of July 1826: "All eyes are opened or opening, to the rights of man ... [and] the palpable truth that the mass of mankind has not been born with saddles on their backs, nor a favored few booted and spurred, ready to ride them legitimately, by the grace of God." 
That belief is what makes us Americans. It is what makes America unique. So, don't buy into the snake oil of the anti-exceptionalist right. America is not just another country; it is an idea -- the greatest idea in the history of the world.
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A toast to America at 250, glowing and decaying all at once
The country still dazzles the world. But it no longer leads it the way it did.

(Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


By David Ignatius | 2026-07-02

Fireworks over the National Mall, as seen from the Top of the Town penthouse in Arlington on July 4, 2025. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


"Shine, Perishing Republic," wrote the poet Robinson Jeffers in 1925 about a corrupt Roaring Twenties America that he feared was "heavily thickening to empire." We survived that degradation, just as we will the present. But Jeffers's twin sentiments should guide us as we celebrate our 250th birthday: We glow as a nation. But we decay.
If we're honest on this July Fourth, we must admit that the sturdy American men and women who made the revolution are a distant historical memory. Today, we resemble the imperial Britain of 1776 more than the scruffy patriots who rebelled against it. We're a nation with an appalling gap between rich and poor, rather than the republic of farmers and merchants that our Founders envisioned. 
At 250, America is a nation in late middle age showing unmistakable signs of decline. Our political system is broken, and our politicians seem unable to solve big social or economic problems. Our education system is broken, and our children's test scores are in continuing decline. Our social cohesion has unraveled so much we often feel like two nations rather than one.
"Corruption never has been compulsory," Jeffers implored. Yet somehow, we've twice elected a president who exuberantly uses power for his own political and financial gain. His republic shines, to be sure, but with gold ornaments strewn across the mantel. His heroes are Gilded Age plutocrats and their mercantilist tariff policies, rather than the rebels who took arms against taxes and tariffs. He posts images of himself as a king even as we mark the rejection of the "abuses and usurpations" of King George III. 
And yet, as Jeffers wrote, America retains "a mortal splendor." Beyond the Washington tar pit, Americans remain willing to take risks and fail, and know how to fall and get up again. We're a muscular nation that weirdly seems to grow tougher as it ages. We still invent the best technology, make the best movies, record the best music. We may elect dreadful leaders, but we survive them. 
Traveling abroad usually makes me appreciate America more. For the decades I've reported from overseas, it was obvious that America, for all its stupid mistakes, remained the anchor of global security and stability. We enforced the rules that helped the world prosper, and even if our allies were often free riders, we created a tide that lifted nearly all boats. 
America still dazzles the world, but there has been a change. I spent the past week in Thailand, a country that was once tightly within America's gravitational field but now is buffeted by the dueling superpowers, a retreating United States and a rising China. Chinese tourists crowd Bangkok's airport; a wall of billboards advertising Chinese electric vehicles lines the highways. 
As a guest at a conference hosted by the consulting firm Kearney, I heard foreign analysts talk repeatedly about how America has become an unreliable and sometimes abusive partner. The old U.S.-led order is over, agreed speakers from Britain, India and Malaysia. What is emerging is fragmentation, in the Middle East, in the ASEAN countries of Southeast Asia, and in Europe.
The only speaker who truly celebrated President Donald Trump was Chinese. "Trump is a disruptor for everyone, but great news for China," he said. Trump and President Xi Jinping are "converging" toward China. 
America may be retreating, but the rest of the world fills the space. Even as Trump imposes tariffs, other nations are rushing to join new free-trade alliances. Trade is growing faster than the global economy, one speaker noted. Globalization isn't dead; it's instead rewiring and adapting. Trump pulled the plug, but the power remains on. The U.S.-led future is uncertain, so companies plan for multiple futures. 
Thais tell me they don't want to live under Chinese hegemony -- like people across Asia, they fear rising Chinese power. But they don't trust America anymore, either. We're too erratic and self-interested. We demand respect from other nations, but we don't earn it. The most popular country in Southeast Asia these days is Japan -- the brutal imperialist of 80 years ago. Today the Japanese are seen as reliable and patient. They're predictable, in a world that isn't.
The fireworks will still explode on July Fourth (though I could do without a long, pyrotechnic presidential speech beforehand). I'll celebrate this holiday for the first time without my father, who died five days short of 105 last year. Every year he would announce that he was going to give a "patriotic address" and then boom out our street number and Zip code. The American story still brings tears to my eyes, but I'm a sentimentalist: "Daddy, do you cry during every movie?" one of my children once asked. 
As Americans, we rise, we fall, we rise again. Jeffers wanted to make sure that on this journey, we kept our eyes on something lofty. "But for my children," he wrote, "I would have them keep their distance from the thickening center ... when the cities lie at the monster's feet there are left the mountains." 
Our nation has an uncanny ability to keep climbing, even in the worst of times. Our "declaration of independence" 250 years ago was an aspiration. We still struggle to redeem the promise that "all men are created equal" and that there's a universal right to "life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness." We've had good leaders and terrible ones, but each year, whatever the adversity, we remember what this story is about. And we think how lucky we are, still, to be part of the American story. 
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Penalty kicks are arbitrary and beautiful -- just like life
Dumb luck decides the World Cup's most thrilling moment. It decides a lot more, too. 

Paraguay's Jose Canale makes his penalty kick against Germany in Foxborough, Massachusetts, on Monday. (Odd Andersen/AFP/Getty Images)


By Will Leitch | 2026-07-02
Penalty kicks, to people who love soccer, are something of a necessary evil. They're not reflective of the sport itself -- as others have pointed out, they're like baseball replacing extra innings with a home run derby, or settling NBA overtime with a dunk contest -- and their result is mostly arbitrary. It's a terrible way to decide the best team in a hard-fought match. 
But you have to end the game somehow: In a sport in which scoring can be sparse, you can't let the players just run around out there forever. They could end up playing all night. At the very least, a penalty kick provides an answer, even if it's an inconclusive one. Eventually someone has to win.
But as exciting as penalty kicks are -- and the World Cup knockout round led off with some truly jaw-dropping ones, from Paraguay's stunner over Germany to a wild Moroccan victory over the Netherlands -- I think they're more than just some cheap thrills to finish up a game that otherwise might never end. I believe penalty kicks are the closest thing sports has to a metaphor for life. Penalty kicks reflect the randomness of life -- in all its ridiculous glory -- better than anything else I've found in sports. 
If you don't mind getting a little nostalgic with me, look back at the most pivotal moments in your life. Maybe it was the moment you met your spouse. Maybe it was when your children were born. Maybe it was getting a job opportunity that changed your life. Maybe it was a time when a friend, or a mentor, or even a great work of art altered the way your mind works, opening a whole new world of possibilities. Maybe it was your first great piece of pizza. 
Whatever that pivotal moment was ... how much of it was luck? Fortune? Chance? That you just happened to be standing at the right place at the right time? This doesn't mean you lacked autonomy or agency, that you just sat there as life happened to you, that you did nothing. Such moments are pivotal because of what we do with them, how we react to them; our lives are what we make of them. 
But they had to happen to us first. And we don't have a lot of control over that. I didn't choose to meet my wife; we just were at the same engagement party for a mutual friend. When that opportunity presented itself, I was ready for it, and so was she. We took advantage of it, and now we have two children and a house and careers and all the things that we've built out of that moment. But that moment, the moment itself? We just happened to be in the right place at the right time. It was dumb luck.
And nothing in sports is more consistently decided by dumb luck than a penalty kick. Sure, there is skill involved, like there is skill in everything: You have to be able to kick a ball hard to score, and you have to be able to block a hard-kicked ball to stop someone from scoring. But the reason penalty kicks are so exciting is that you can do everything right and still lose, and you can do everything wrong and win. 
The penalty taker is guessing which direction the keeper will dive; the keeper is guessing which direction the penalty taker will kick. They're both just flipping a coin. Some keepers are better at stopping penalty kicks than others, and some penalty takers are better at scoring than others. (This is famously, and oddly, one of Lionel Messi's few weaknesses.) You can be in the right position to succeed, you can try your best, you can practice every possible move, but the result is mostly out of your control. 
But the reason you are there, in a position for dumb luck to deliver you a win, is because you have put yourself there. I know it is super cool to quote Woody Allen these days, people love it, he's never been more universally respected and beloved, but I've always thought one of the smartest things he ever said was "80 percent of success is showing up." What he meant was that all the successes we have in our lives are simply a product of putting ourselves in the correct position -- by putting one foot in front of the other and being available when life aligns exactly right. It won't always align right: Most of the time it doesn't. But the only thing you can control is being ready in those rare moments when it does. That's what being alive is.
And that's why I love penalty kicks. Every time a keeper guesses right, every time a penalty taker gets just the right bounce, every time one team has all their dreams come true simply because a ball landed one millimeter to the left of where it could have landed for no other reason than the random whims of the universe -- it reminds me of my life, and your life, everyone's lives on this planet. Successful people like to claim they make their own luck, but that's not quite right. It's that when luck finds them, they run with it. 
Is Paraguay a better team than Germany because they won in penalty kicks? What does better have to do with anything? They won because they put themselves into position to win, and then the fates did their work. It was just dumb luck. Isn't that what life is all about? Isn't it wonderful? 
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Most polls miss the truth about the American Dream. Not this one. 
In their own lives, most Americans still find the American Dream.

(Aaron Schwartz/Reuters)


By Gonzalo Schwarz | 2026-07-02
Gonzalo Schwarz is the president and chief executive of the Archbridge Institute.
As America turns 250 years old, many people say the American Dream is at risk.
Last month, an  Associated Press-NORC poll found that only one-third of Americans believe the American Dream still exists. A CNBC poll the same month found that a majority of people consider the American Dream out of reach.
But most public polling captures what people believe about the accessibility of the American Dream for others. In their own life, they are far more optimistic. 
The modern definition of the American Dream came from James Truslow Adams, who in 1931 said it was "that dream of a land in which life should be better and richer and fuller for every man, with opportunity for each according to his ability or achievement." But the idea began much earlier, with the nation's founding promise of equality and the inalienable rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
This unique national ethos is the inspirational and forward-looking cultural fabric that binds the United States together, even as the American Dream has not been available to everyone through all of U.S. history. 
The American Dream is not dead. Despite polarization, political crises and an uncertain economy, Americans continue to pursue and live it. 
For seven years, my organization, the Archbridge Institute, has asked the American people directly about their own lives and families. This year, 67 percent of Americans we asked say they have either achieved the American Dream or are on their way to achieving it. Seventy-one percent say they have more opportunities, or about the same opportunities, as their parents. Among parents, 68 percent say the same about the opportunities available to their children.
For the 33 percent who see the American Dream as out of reach, most cite economic barriers as their reason. Given lingering inflation concerns, higher gas prices, slow wage growth and expensive housing, that answer is not surprising. The good news is that only 8 percent of this skeptical group -- 3 percent of the total sample -- believe that the American Dream fundamentally doesn't exist, a far harder problem to solve.
Americans also define the dream less in material terms than in civic and personal ones. More than 75 percent say that freedom of choice in how to live and having a good family life are the most essential aspects of the American Dream. Buying a house or becoming wealthy rank far lower. 
Americans are still broadly patriotic too. In our survey, more than 80 percent agree that anyone can be patriotic regardless of religious background or political affiliation. Seventy-three percent say they are proud to be American, and slightly more say they believe patriotism can be a common cause that brings Americans together. Sixty-six percent say the American Dream is an important part of their patriotism.
The story Americans tell themselves defies their personal experiences but has nonetheless taken hold. If people are constantly told that the country is irredeemable, that its obstacles are permanent and that hope is naive, they will eventually believe it. While two-thirds say they have achieved or are on their way to achieving the American Dream, only 48 percent think most Americans can achieve it. That gap shows how pessimistic narratives distort reality.
Even in our own polling, views of the American Dream are more pessimistic than they were when we started our survey seven years ago. In 2022, only 18 percent of Americans in our survey believed the American Dream was out of reach. In four years, that number has nearly doubled. The economic barriers to the dream are real, but can be addressed through better policies. Occupational licensing reform and improving zoning regulations would make it easier for Americans to establish careers and make housing more affordable. 
The best gift Americans can give themselves on the nation's 250th birthday is to keep believing in the American Dream -- not sentimentally, but actively. That means continuing to dream, taking practical steps to pursue human flourishing and building the socioeconomic conditions that allow more Americans to do the same. 
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College-educated Americans need to unlearn this lesson about patriotism
There are two definitions of America. Both have a place.

(Andrew Harnik/AP)


By Wilfred M. McClay | 2026-07-02
Wilfred M. McClay is a professor of history at Hillsdale College and a contributor to the volume "The Civitas Collection 250," edited by Richard M. Reinsch II, from which this article is adapted.
The thing we call "America" has never lacked for arguments over its self-definition. One could produce a shelf of books about them. But one of the most important discussions is the debate over whether the United States is a nation of creed or of culture -- between, on the one hand, an understanding of America chiefly as the embodiment of universal principles -- the rights to life, liberty, property, religious and intellectual freedom, and security in one's person -- and, on the other hand, an understanding of the country as a particular place: a homeland made up of a people with a particular history and with institutions that are not easily transferrable to peoples who do not share that culture and that history.
Since World War II, the debate has tended to favor the former position. This has been especially true among the college-educated, who have been taught, both explicitly and implicitly, that American patriotism is a dangerous and narrowing sentiment. If one spoke favorably of patriotism, it was always paired with a domesticating modifier: informed patriotism or reasonable patriotism, not the hairy and untamed autochthonic beast roaming the land by itself.
The belief that America is best understood as an idea rather than a specific place, however, has allowed for a moderate form of liberal patriotism. The philosopher Richard Rorty articulated this idea in his 1998 book "Achieving Our Country." The title succinctly conveyed its argument: that "America" is an ongoing ideal not yet fully realized -- that, Rorty wrote, "the tone of the Gettysburg Address was absolutely right, but that our country would have to transform itself in order to fulfill Lincoln's hopes." The idea, not necessarily the place, deserved Americans' loyalty.
Yet this hope did not bear up under scrutiny. 
You "cannot urge national political renewal on the basis of descriptions of fact," Rorty declared. "You have to be loyal to a dream country rather than to the one to which you wake up every morning. Unless such loyalty exists, the ideal has no chance of becoming actual."
The last two sentences are startling. There is a big difference between saying that the great achievements of the founders are fragile and ever in need of support, and saying that the country does not exist yet, because it does not yet correspond with the dreams of enlightened intellectuals. 
Nobody is born into a vacuum. Everyone has a specific father, mother, family, neighborhood and city. One's duties are to them, rather than the father, mother and others that one would have preferred, had one been able to create the universe in a manner more after one's own heart. One cannot withhold oneself from these many connections, including one's country, until they meet the highest standards of purity. One cannot reinvent the world first and only then begin to live in it. 
Love of country constitutes an enormous emotional and spiritual resource, to be drawn upon in all the endeavors of one's life by those fortunate enough to have it. Such love is not synonymous with complacency. Nor is it synonymous with a particular ideology or political identification. But it is incompatible with the idea of America as an entity yet to be achieved. 
The idea of America, like all great experiments, means nothing unless it is undertaken for the sake of what is not experimental. It cannot refuse attachment to the actual, existing political entity in which one lives and moves and marries and raises children, and for whose sake one's forebears strove and fought and sacrificed.
Even so, evidence for the abstract kind of patriotism can be found at the very beginnings of the history of the United States. Alexander Hamilton contended in the Federalist Papers that the American nation was destined to be a test case for humankind, deciding whether it is possible for good governments to be constituted by "reflection and choice," rather than relying on "accident and force." Such a mission, he added, should conjoin "the inducements of philanthropy" -- the love of humankind -- "to those of patriotism" in the hearts of those hoping for the success of the American experiment. The particular mission of America, in his view, was part of the universal quest of the West and of humanity.
This aspirational universalism is a key part of American national self-consciousness. If Americans abandoned it, the U.S. would no longer be itself. But universalism has its limits and its pitfalls, of which Americans ought to be equally aware. It cannot alone explain what makes America what it is, and why its people love it. 
The Gettysburg Address, for instance, is not only about the abstract principles of democracy. What makes it such a moving speech is the way President Abraham Lincoln grounded it in a tribute to the honored dead, whose deeds have consecrated the ground upon which they fought, and from whose sacrifice and suffering the rest of the American people are to take their bearings henceforth. In the loom of Lincoln's masterful rhetoric, creed and culture are woven together seamlessly.
This non-creedal aspect of American patriotism is not always well articulated. One will have the best luck searching for it in popular culture, songs and stories. Indeed, Rorty would have done well to pay more attention to the music of the Popular Front, the fragile coalition of Communists, socialists and liberal democrats during the 1930s and '40s, which gave birth to powerful songs such as Woody Guthrie's "This Land Is Your Land," written in 1940, or Yip Harburg's haunting 1932 ballad "Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?" These songs appealed to the patriotic heart while decrying the inequities of the status quo.
But the power and reach of such music could not compare with that of the canonical American patriotic songs, in which a sense of home is ever present. "The Star-Spangled Banner," recognized as the national anthem in 1931, speaks not of the universal rights of man, nor the soaring words of the Declaration of Independence, but of the American flag. 1910's "America the Beautiful" mingles invocations of the American land with memories of military and religious heroes, as well as calls to lead lives of virtue and brotherhood. And there is little else but images of land and echoes of Heimat in Irving Berlin's 1938 "God Bless America" -- "Land that I love" and "My home sweet home" -- which has enjoyed a surge of popularity in the years since 9/11. 
That the composer of this last song, one of the formative geniuses of American popular music, was born in Czarist Russia with the name Israel Baline is both amazing and entirely appropriate. Even immigrants -- who shared neither descent, nor language, culture or religion with the founders -- could find a way to participate in the United States, not merely as an idea, but as a home, a place where they could be born again. Their experience illustrates the distance between actual American patriotism and the provincial or "blood and soil" nationalisms to which it is often ungenerously compared.
The debate between America defined as an idea and America defined as a home should not be based on the false premise that it is possible to be entirely one or the other. Instead, there is a vital and living tension in the makeup of American patriotism, a tension between its universalizing ideals, which so often form the propulsive force behind the nation's aspirations and reforms, and its particularizing sentiments, with their emphasis upon memory, history, tradition, culture and the land. Yes, there are, and always will be, differences in emphasis. Let the debate between them continue! But the fact remains that both have a place, and neither will flourish here without the presence of the other.
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Opinions
This iconic painting went full 'Bridgerton' on the Founding Fathers
John Trumbull's 1819 artwork turned fashionable peacocks into plain men.

John Trumbull's 1819 painting "Declaration of Independence." (Gwengoat/Getty Images)


By Chloe Chapin | 2026-07-02
Chloe Chapin is a costume designer, portrait painter, fashion historian and the author of "Suitable: The Sartorial Revolution and the Fashioning of Modern Men."
John Trumbull's iconic 1819 painting "Declaration of Independence" is frequently used as visual shorthand for the American Revolution. It turns out that painting is more "Bridgerton" than Ken Burns. 
Given its important subjects and location in the Capitol Rotunda, Trumbull's painting has shaped ideas of Americanness and men's fashion as inherently plain and practical. It has also spent more than 200 years acting as nationalist propaganda. In reality, one of the most familiar pictures of the Founding Fathers is less historical record than costume drama. This image has taught the public to see American men as morally superior in part because they weren't "fashionable" -- except that they were!
On June 28, 1776, Thomas Jefferson and the "committee of five" presented the final draft of the Declaration of Independence to John Hancock, president of the Continental Congress. The men Trumbull depicted for his painting commemorating this event were the epitome of the American experiment in new government: just ordinary men in simple, everyday dress. 
In fact, their clothing is too simple.
The most significant story of menswear between the end of the 18th century and the beginning of the next is the "Great Masculine Renunciation," the process in which men across the Western world went from dressing like aristocratic peacocks to plain penguins. The term Great Masculine Renunciation was coined by British psychologist John Carl Flugel in 1930, when he was researching the negative effects of drab, modern dress on the masculine psyche. Flugel traced the origins of this shift in style to the French Revolution around 1789. He argued that the subsequent reduction of male decorativeness was "one of the most remarkable events in the whole history of dress."
Therefore, according to Flugel, 1776 was before this Great Masculine Renunciation took place. The Founding Fathers should still have been peacocks, not plain men in plain suits. Were the signers of the Declaration of Independence not just politically revolutionary but also ... fashion forecasters? 
Contemporary observers noted that Americans quickly adopted the latest London styles. Hancock -- whom Trumbull dressed in plain black in his "Declaration" -- wore crimson velvet and sumptuous embroidery. Portraits painted closer to the revolution show many of the signers embracing loud fashion choices. They wear bright colors, luxurious fabrics, decorative waistcoats and expensive trimming -- hardly the plain, muted crew Trumbull later imagined. 
By the 1790s, however, portraits  of the Declaration of Independence signers show their dress shifting to the plain, dark, uniform suits that would dominate masculine style for the next two centuries. The signers were not indifferent to fashion; they were following it.
The question remains: Was it an accident, or did Trumbull intentionally refashion the Founding Fathers?
Trumbull was born in Connecticut to a well-connected family and served as a second aide-de-camp to George Washington during the Revolutionary War. He didn't sign the Declaration, but he was pretty close to the rooms where it happened.
After the war, Trumbull studied with the American-born painter Benjamin West in London. In Paris in 1786, Jefferson encouraged Trumbull to commemorate the already historic event. Trumbull tracked down as many of the signers as he could, carefully capturing their likenesses. 
In creating the painting many years after the event, Trumbull served as staging director, production designer and costume designer, making choices about clothing that he thought would suit the nation's character. 
Historian James Laver once suggested that fashion and taste follow a predictable cycle. According to "Laver's Law," fashions from 20 years ago appear "ridiculous," and 10-year-old fashions seem "hideous." When Trumbull was sketching the signers, no one wanted to be immortalized as "hideous" or "ridiculous." Updating their suits was both an act of flattery and nation-building.
For Trumbull, character development and storytelling were more important than documenting historical truth. Sometimes updating a period look is necessary to connect with an audience, much like costuming a contemporary movie star with sexy hair in a period film.
To be a good costume designer, Trumbull had to be a bad fashion historian.
He exaggerated the plainness of the Founding Fathers by using clothing as an artistic metaphor to turn them into masculine icons of republican virtue. He borrowed elements from later (French) revolutionary fashions, such as muted colors and high collars, crafting a kind of style mash-up that created the revolutionaries his audience wanted to see.
Trumbull's "Declaration" is not the only American history painting that updated men's clothing styles to better reflect contemporary values. West's 1771  painting "Penn's Treaty With the Indians," for instance, invented the dress of both English settlers and members of the Lenni Lenape tribe. Sir Amedee Forestier's 1914 "The Signing of the Treaty of Ghent" costumed Americans as plain republicans in contrast to the aristocratic formality of the British delegation -- even though in real life, the Americans had been wearing nearly identical diplomatic dress uniforms.
At a moment when we are rethinking national monuments and myths, it matters that we also reconsider the costumes that taught us what American respectability is supposed to look like. When Trumbull collapsed the fashions of two distinct periods into one made-up style, he made it seem like men in the early American republic weren't following fashion trends, but had already decided on the sartorial values of America. The plain style they adopted later came to be understood as merely the condition of modern masculinity. 
But plain dress was not the natural state of American men. Plainness was a fashion trend. 
As the country is flooded with images of the revolution around the 250th anniversary of independence, Americans might wonder why historians -- including artists -- have chosen to see the Founding Fathers as intentionally unfashionable, rather than as fashion icons of their own time.
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The not-so-hidden costs of giving Iran $300 billion
A richer Iranian regime means a more violent one. The West will need to beef up its security.

An anti-U.S. mural in Tehran on Tuesday. (Majid Asgaripour/Reuters)


By Tom Tugendhat | 2026-07-02
Tom Tugendhat, a Conservative, is a member of the British Parliament and a distinguished fellow at the Hudson Institute.
Two parties to the "memorandum of understanding," the road map for ending the Iran war, view the deal differently. Supporters in Washington believe it's a diplomatic triumph, a way to reduce tensions and the price of energy. Supporters in Tehran consider it an ideological victory, a deal that confirms the regime's claims to dominate the Strait of Hormuz and project power in the Middle East.
If the agreement holds, the Iranians could receive more than $300 billion through an economic reconstruction fund, sanctions relief, expanded oil exports and unfrozen assets. That is reminiscent of the 2015 nuclear deal but at three times the price. The hefty bill will  get only more expensive if the West has to bolster its own defenses in return. Skeptical observers want to know: How much extra security spending will be necessary if Iranian terror groups receive the biggest injection of funds in a generation?
Recall what happened a decade ago. Once the Obama administration eased sanctions as part of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, the Iranian regime got to work. It spent billions on the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps' support for the Assad regime in Syria and on Hezbollah in Lebanon, Hamas in Gaza and the Houthis in Yemen. The delay to Tehran's nuclear program was matched by an acceleration in terrorism. Agents laundered money, exploited corrupt governments and targeted enemies abroad.
Some in Europe have viewed Iran as a regional problem, but geography is shrinking. In October 2025, the director general of MI5, Britain's domestic security agency, said the country had tracked more than 20 potentially lethal Iran-backed plots in the past year alone. A parliamentary committee added that "the Iranian Intelligence Services have shown that they are willing and able," often through third parties, to attempt kidnappings or assassinations of regime critics and political opponents -- wherever they reside.
Tehran's influence campaigns have evidently moved online too. Pro-Scottish independence accounts -- some of which regularly criticized the king and advocated "death to the Union" -- recently went silent when the internet was shut off in Iran. Other operations to spread division, including through charities in Britain, reflect the same pattern of interference. 
Despite Tehran's track record, the world is now being told not to worry. As Vice President JD Vance said, there is a transformation underway in the Iranian political system. The agreement, he added, establishes "a structure whereby if the Iranians behave like a normal country, then we want to treat them like a normal country and welcome them into the world economy." But the deal rewards Iran without it behaving normally, and there's no indication it wants to do so anyway.
Look at the past four months of conflict. Since the death of the last supreme leader and the disappearance of his replacement, the IRGC has largely taken over the state. The rotten fruits include dispersed missile forces, active proxy networks and corrupted sectors of the economy. Each confirms that the radical guards aren't a normal military institution subordinate to a civilian government. They aren't interested in serving their fellow citizens but in killing ours. Whatever any treaty says, once new money is in the country, it will allow funds once spent on essentials to be used to spread hate. No deal will tie the hands of the IRGC.
There is a lot of mess to be made with $300 billion. Intelligence officers, criminal intermediaries, surveillance teams and proxy actors cost a fraction of what many states spend on tanks, aircraft or warships. A small diversion of funds toward intelligence, influence operations and regional terrorism could have substantial consequences.
Never mind that Iran also operates some of the world's most advanced drones. Tehran has already invested in South African technology, which Moscow has reportedly used to deadly effect in Ukraine. A windfall for the mullahs will aid that development.
History suggests, then, that this deal is more expensive than the fine print lets on. The price won't be paid only by Gulf states or measured in diplomatic communiques. It will accrue in intelligence budgets, police operations and counterespionage investigations. A richer Iranian regime will be a more violent regime, costing lives in the region and threatening others around the world. That means national security services will face more hostile state activity and a new urgency in detecting and disrupting threats. London's MI5, Washington's FBI and Paris's equivalent, the DGSI, will be among the agencies needing more resources for that fight.
The White House may believe the benefits outweigh the risks. For Britain and others, that equation isn't as clear. What is certain is this: Current spending on defense and intelligence won't keep pace with a threat that could be trebled -- or more -- by a richer terrorist regime.
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Opinions
Abolish the NIH
A $48 billion government monopoly should give way to the market. 

President Joe Biden speaks at the National Institutes of Health, on Dec. 2, 2021, in Bethesda, Maryland. (Evan Vucci/AP)


By Scott Atlas | 2026-07-02
Scott Atlas is the Robert Wesson senior fellow in scientific philosophy and public policy at the Hoover Institution and was special adviser to President Donald Trump in fall 2020.
In 1980, economist Milton Friedman said the National Institutes of Health should be abolished. Friedman said the same about another government research agency, the National Science Foundation. And when he was asked what the NSF should be replaced with, he replied: "Nothing." 
Whistleblower documents highlighted in a recent report showed what happens when private billions meet a public agency that can be influenced: Bill Gates's foundation spent two decades steering the NIH research agenda toward its own priorities -- with agency officials as willing partners. The NIH has become a government entity captured by special-interest groups -- just as Friedman feared 46 years ago.
Look inside the grants at where taxpayer money actually goes. The NIH paid universities approximately $9.5 billion in fiscal 2026 to cover indirect costs such as facilities and administration expenses. These same universities accept grants from private foundations with little or no funds provided for overhead. The Gates Foundation caps its university overhead at 10 percent -- a rate universities accept without protest. The disparity is easily explained: Private foundations say no, while the government readily spends other people's money with no accountability. When the NIH attempted to impose a 15 percent cap in 2025, universities sued -- and won. 
This financial exploitation is compounded by political agendas, regardless of party. President Ronald Reagan's administration delayed AIDS research funding; Reagan did not address the epidemic publicly until 1987, after more than 36,000 Americans had been diagnosed and nearly 21,000 had died. President George W. Bush restricted embryonic stem cell research on religious grounds. President Barack Obama reversed that ban by executive order. His administration created the NIH's ideologically driven Sexual and Gender Minority Research Office in 2015.
President Joe Biden converted the agency into a racial and social-justice instrument: a diversity, equity, inclusion and accessibility system of almost 100 offices, committees and groups across 27 institutes and centers. His administration allocated $241 million for the Faculty Institutional Recruitment for Sustainable Transformation program to hire more diverse faculty. The money was granted to address underrepresented racial groups in science, claiming the representation gap is driven by "structural barriers" and "in large part by institutional cultures lacking necessary elements of inclusion and equity." 
Then the NIH reorganized around a new political agenda under President Donald Trump. Last year, his administration terminated over 5,100 grants worth more than $4.4 billion on political grounds. Courts intervened. A federal judge ordered the grants to be reinstated. The Supreme Court, however, later allowed the Trump administration to cut nearly $800 million in NIH grants. Taxpayers fund all the ideological shifts, litigation and policy reversals. 
Government funding of academia corrupts science in subtle ways, too: When institutions depend on the NIH -- for faculty promotions, overhead and graduate-student support -- dissent becomes institutionally intolerable. In the White House, I witnessed enforcement of the "harmful uniformity" that NIH Director Jay Bhattacharya, Martin Kulldorff and I described in  National Review: Some physicians and scientists who questioned NIH leaders on pandemic lockdowns or masking were removed from social media platforms because of accusations that they violated misinformation policies. They were also threatened with loss of licensure by the Federation of State Medical Boards. Many stayed silent because their funding could have been at risk. The promise of NIH dollars distorts research, too. Now that Bhattacharya has declared reproducibility of research results a top agency goal, many scientists will predictably discover a dormant passion for repeating old experiments -- and universities will be right behind them, operational overhead budgets in hand.
Abolishing the NIH would not create a funding vacuum. The private sector funds 78 percent of U.S. biomedical research and development. Venture capital has exploded. Investment focused on artificial intelligence in drug discovery alone surged nearly 36-fold between 2010 and 2024 -- funding the overwhelming majority of innovative medical devices and building the AI revolution in biomedicine. The Howard Hughes Medical Institute, the Wellcome Trust, the Gates Foundation and the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative represent more than $150 billion in endowed capital. Nokia Bell Labs, funded by AT&T and then Nokia private revenue, generated 10 Nobel Prizes. The private sector has already proved Friedman right.
Critics contend that private funders won't support basic or high-risk science or early-career investigators -- but the evidence runs the other way. Howard Hughes Medical Institute funds investigators without concern about risk or yield. Wellcome has committed $21 billion through 2032, and Chan Zuckerberg Initiative has pledged at least $10 billion over the next decade, for basic or high-risk science.
Private capital, not NIH direction, produced many of the most celebrated medical advances of the past two decades. Checkpoint inhibitors -- drugs that allow the immune system to recognize and attack tumors it ignored -- have converted metastatic melanoma, lung and kidney cancer from near-death sentences into more manageable conditions. These drugs reached patients through industry investment. Semaglutide, reshaping obesity treatment for tens of millions through drugs such as Ozempic and Wegovy, was developed by Novo Nordisk's research chemists without NIH direction.
The NIH has funded valuable science. But it's also a governmental monopoly with a roughly $48 billion budget subject to political influence, fiscal abuse and suppression of scientific dissent -- one that has diverted billions from actual science to academic operations, racial set-asides and ideological mandates. It is what government agencies always become: an instrument of whoever holds power, and one that escapes accountability. Friedman asked the fundamental question: On whom should the burden of proof rest -- on those who force taxpayers to fund government research, or on those who challenge its necessity? Abolishing the NIH is not a case against science. It is a case for science itself.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/07/02/nih-is-government-weapon-political-power-abolish-it/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Opinions
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Technology
          
        

      

      Local

      The Washington Post offers breaking local news, weather and traffic information for the DC, Maryland and Virginia metro areas, plus information about school districts, crime, government, religion, the lottery,restaurant reviews and obituaries.


      
        Hegseth praises National Guard deployment in D.C., claiming it lowered crime
        Sophia Solano

        As protesters shouted, administration officials touted accomplishments from the nearly year-long deployment at a ceremony honoring troops and the D.C. Safe and Beautiful Task Force.

      

      
        D.C. is about to be hotter than 99 percent of the world
        Ben Noll

        See the places on the planet that will be hotter than the nation's capital.

      

      
        
          	
            Opinions
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Technology
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Hegseth praises National Guard deployment in D.C., claiming it lowered crime
As protesters shouted, administration officials touted accomplishments from the nearly year-long deployment at a ceremony honoring troops and the D.C. Safe and Beautiful Task Force.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth speaks at Meridian Hill Park in D.C. on Thursday. Behind him, from left, are White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller, acting attorney general Todd Blanche and Gen. Steven Nordhaus, chief of the National Guard Bureau. (Photos by Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


By Sophia Solano | 2026-07-02
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth on Thursday praised National Guard members stationed in D.C., claiming they had reduced the city's crime rates by "staggering amounts," as dozens of protesters nearby criticized the months-long deployment. 
With the backdrop of Meridian Hill Park's cascading fountain -- fixed this spring to flow for the first time in seven years -- Hegseth said the Guard members' service in the nation's capital made them the "real" 1 percent.
"There's a lot of famous people in this town, but when I talk about elites, I'm talking about all of you," he said. "You stand beside law enforcement here and you ensure that our capital is safe and secure. It's a righteous and beautiful mission."
Hegseth appeared alongside other Trump officials, including White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller, at the federal park, also known as Malcolm X Park, to recognize the work of the administration's D.C. Safe and Beautiful Task Force.
So far this year, D.C. has had about the same number of violent crimes as at this time in 2025. Property crimes, including burglary from cars and motor vehicle theft, have decreased by about a quarter from this time last year, according to D.C. police data. When President Donald Trump deployed the National Guard last year, crime rates were near a six-year low.
As Hegseth took his place to speak in front of hundreds of National Guard troops, protesters lined up with banners and bullhorns along Florida Avenue and on 16th Street NW outside the locked-down park. They shouted "Guard go home!" and wrote tributes in sidewalk chalk to Julian Bailey, a D.C. man who was fatally shot by a U.S. marshal in February. 

Demonstrators protest outside the park Thursday.


Free DC, which was formed after Trump's inauguration last year and is the leading opposition group to federal interference in the capital, organized protesters around the park's perimeter -- though several passersby joined the demonstrators once they learned who was speaking, said Keya Chatterjee, a Free DC co-founder.
"Events like this actually usually make us grow bigger because it's so unsettling for people to see this kind of armed presence, this sort of visual and visceral attack on democracy where it just looks like stormtroopers" at the park, Chatterjee said in an interview. 
The protesters' chants threatened to drown out the secretary's words -- and drew a rebuke from Hegseth.
"This background noise this morning is perfect," he said. "It's the sound of ingrates, of ingratitude, of people who are so blinded by ideology they can't see law and order and common sense in front of them. There's nothing ideological about this group. There's nothing political about this exercise."
A National Guard representative said the troops in D.C. have saved 235 lives, medically assisted 530 people and returned 27 lost children to families since deployment. The ceremony included a moment of silence for Sarah Beckstrom, a 20-year-old Guard member who was shot and killed while on duty downtown in November.
Trump deployed the National Guard in August last year to patrol Washington's streets in a flex of federal power that included temporarily seizing control of the city's police force. Months earlier, he launched the D.C. Safe and Beautiful Task Force to merge efforts of the National Guard; FBI; Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives; and D.C. police to surge officers in public areas, maximize immigration enforcement and beautify federal properties.
The Pentagon this spring announced that it would double the number of National Guard troops deployed in D.C. to about 5,000 in a "summer surge" ahead of celebrations for the country's 250th birthday. It plans to maintain a presence in the capital through at least early 2029.
"All of civilization can be fundamentally divided into two groups of people: builders and destroyers," Miller, the White House aide, said at the ceremony Thursday. "Between the people who do the work to build, sustain and nurture civilization, the people who serve, who sacrifice, who give, who care for others ... and those who only destroy, who litter, who rob, who graffiti, who deface, who degrade."
"Civilization only exists because of people like you," he told the Guard troops.

Members of the National Guard await Hegseth's remarks amid a punishing heat wave.


Acting attorney general Todd Blanche said the impact of the Guard's work in D.C. justified the cost of the deployment -- about $1.65 million per day, according to a February report by the Democratic staff on the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.
"It's not just the reduction in crime, but the beautification of the city, the improvement of the quality of life, the cleanliness of the city, the order of the city," Blanche said. "You cannot put a price tag on that."
Meridian Hill Park has long served as a gathering place for locals, and on Sundays a passerby may see it used for picnics, yoga classes, drum circles, pickup soccer games and protests, sometimes all at once.
The National Park Service said in March that the grassy fields on its top level would be closed for months for restoration, spawning criticism from community members. In May, the lower level of the park fully reopened. The "Safe and Beautiful" banners came down, and the water in its cascading fountain started flowing again.
The park, which straddles the Adams Morgan and Columbia Heights neighborhoods, has a long history of social activism, from '60s civil rights protests to black militant rallies in the '80s to recent No Kings gatherings. On Thursday, protester and Ward 1 resident Ericka Hume, 33, was among the dozens to gather outside the park's secured perimeter.
"Pete Hegseth coming to the park that is a community place to talk about beauty when he's terrorizing D.C. and nationals abroad does not sit right with the D.C. community," she said.
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D.C. is about to be hotter than 99 percent of the world
See the places on the planet that will be hotter than the nation's capital.   

You'd have to travel across the globe to find regions with a higher temperature reading than D.C. (Ben Noll/The Washington Post; ECMWF)


By Ben Noll | 2026-07-02
What does D.C. have in common with desolate stretches of Africa's Sahara, deserts in the Middle East and China's Gobi Desert?  
It has lots of hot air, of course. 
So much hot air, in fact, that D.C. will find itself in the top 1.1 percent of the planet's hottest places on Friday, when high temperatures will soar toward 105 degrees.
Only a few, far-flung places will be hotter. 
This unusual statistic was approximated using raw weather model data and asking it the question: What is D.C.'s predicted high temperature, and which grid cells around the world are forecast to be hotter?
Of course, weather model forecasts aren't perfect, but there is enough confidence in them to say that D.C. will be hotter than much of the globe.
Last week, parts of France were in a similar predicament: hotter than about 99 percent of the planet.
By Monday, D.C. will return to its regularly scheduled summer programming, when it will be only hotter than about 81 percent of the world.
Stay cool and safe out there.
Catch up quickly every weekday morning with a rundown of the 7 most important and interesting stories. Sign up for The 7 newsletter.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2026/07/02/dc-is-about-be-hotter-than-99-percent-world/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Local
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            National
          
        

      

      Technology

      Washington Post technology news.


      
        Heat wave do's and don'ts for your phone
        Shira Ovide

        Don't stick your phone in the fridge. Do sign up for emergency text alerts.

      

      
        
          	
            Local
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            National
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Tech in Your Life
Heat wave do's and don'ts for your phone
Don't stick your phone in the fridge. Do sign up for emergency text alerts.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post)


By Shira Ovide | 2026-07-02
The July 4 holiday weekend will be so hot and gross for many Americans. 
Your electronics don't love extreme heat, either. Here are four tips to live happily with your gadgets in hot conditions. 
My Washington Post colleagues also have advice on how to stay safe when exercising or merely existing the next few days.
Your phone works best if it's not exposed to temperature extremes. You might see a warning on your screen if your phone gets so hot that it stops working well. If this happens, don't stick your phone in the fridge.
Try grabbing something cold, such as a freezer pack or a bag of frozen vegetables, and wrap it in a dish towel. Put your phone on the towel for about a minute, then check if your device is working. Repeat until the phone is back to working condition.
Also, don't leave your phone or other electronics in your car or exposed to direct sunlight when it's this hot outside. Even the trunk or glove compartment might be too toasty.
Plan ahead by keeping your phone and other essential devices powered up.
External battery packs are a great backup plan. We've had good luck with models made by Anker, Belkin and Nimble. Or check out the batteries recommended by Wirecutter.
Make sure the external battery you're buying works with your phone's charging port and that you have the right charging cord for it.
And double-check that the battery is charged before you need it. I set a reminder on my phone to check my battery pack's charge once a month.
Consumer Reports has a guide to buying a home generator if that's something you're considering for power outages.
Read more about the essential technology to have for emergencies.
Search the web for your county and "emergency alerts" to stay informed by text or app about heat emergencies and getting help if you need it.
While some emergency alerts are automatically sent to everyone's phone, you'll probably need to sign up to make sure you're getting all of them.
Extreme heat, smoke from wildfires and July Fourthfireworks can lead to poor air quality. The Environmental Protection Agency's AirNow website is a useful and free guide to the safety of outside air. 
Also check out the recommended air purifiers from Consumer Reports and House Fresh. High-quality purifiers can make your indoor air quality much better.
Appliances and large electronic devices such as television sets, dishwashers and computers emit heat -- sometimes even when they're turned off.
Consider limiting their use or unplugging them when it's really hot. It can keep your home feeling cooler and helps minimize the strain on your local electrical grid.
If you live in a small home, as I do, cooking indoors can make indoor space feel miserable. Try these no-cook recipes or break out the grill.
Our colleagues also have recommended resisting the urge to crank up the air conditioning during extreme heat. One study found that people were still comfortable when the air conditioner was set up to 77 degrees.
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See how Americans are weathering a heat dome's sweltering temperatures
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Will it be stormy or dry for July Fourth fireworks where you live?
See where a "ring of fire" weather pattern could produce disruptive thunderstorms.

(Created with Datawrapper/The Washington Post; ECMWF)


By Ben Noll | 2026-07-02

New York City's fireworks in 2022. (Astrid Riecken/For The Washington Post)


Fireworks won't be the only thing lighting up the sky Saturday evening across the United States. As the heat dome in the East will be losing strength, Mother Nature will be lighting some fireworks of her own -- in the form of thunderstorms.
Around the periphery of this powerful area of high pressure will be a corridor dubbed the "ring of fire" -- a meteorological pattern that describes stormy weather tracking along the edges of a heat dome.
On the Fourth of July, the ring of fire will extend from the Plains to the Midwest, Northeast and Mid-Atlantic, with the potential for some gusty thunderstorms across that stretch.
NOAA's Storm Prediction Center highlighted a slight risk (Level 2 out of 5) for severe thunderstorms in an area that includes New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore and the nation's capital.
The weather pattern could "support strong to severe downburst winds that could produce wind damage," the agency wrote.
These storms could disrupt the setup period for fireworks displays and send people headed for cover early in the evening -- but the risk for stormy conditions, at least in the East, should gradually fade after sunset.
Pockets of the Midwest and Plains will probably face storms that last later into the night, putting some fireworks displays at risk of delay or postponement.

There's a slight risk (Level 2 out of 5) for severe thunderstorms across parts of the Mid-Atlantic and Northeast on the Fourth of July. Strong, damaging winds are the main threat. (Ben Noll/The Washington Post; NOAA/SPC)


At least in the D.C. area, even if storms dissipate,  there may be other issues. There's elevated potential for fireworks smoke to accumulate and linger in the skies, causing concerns for very unhealthy air quality, as a record-breaking 850,000 fireworks are planned. 
That's because sinking air and light winds beneath the heat dome could create a temperature inversion -- a layer of warm air over cooler air near the ground -- that traps fireworks smoke in the lowest levels of the atmosphere, reducing air quality and visibility.
Here are some cities where the weather may threaten viewing conditions during the evening of July Fourth:
Scattered strong storms during the evening could affect July Fourth festivities in the city, but by the time fireworks start after 9 p.m., the storm risk will probably be easing.
After early evening strong thunderstorm chances, the weather should clear well before the expected 11:45 p.m. fireworks start time.
Isolated but strong storms early in the evening should dissipate by the time fireworks start, but smoke may hover in the skies as they are set off, reducing visibility.
Showers and storms will probably be pulsing around into the night, with a medium chance that fireworks displays could be affected.
Potential for wet weather during the evening will probably diminish overnight, but whether it clears in time for the 10 p.m. fireworks currently looks like a close call.
There's a chance that showers and storms lingering into the night put a damper on festivities.
Although the thunderstorm risk should fade after sunset, patchy wildfire smoke could create hazy viewing conditions.
On the other hand, here are some places where the weather should cooperate on the evening of July Fourth:
	Los Angeles
	San Francisco
	Seattle
	Las Vegas
	Phoenix
	Albuquerque
	Dallas
	Norfolk
	Raleigh, North Carolina
	Charleston, South Carolina
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National
How Philadelphia turned a deadly heat wave into protections that could help millions
A deadly 1993 heat wave led to a pioneering program that scientists say continues to save lives. 

Braving the heat outside Independence Hall. (Matthew Hatcher/Getty Images)


By Brady Dennis | 2026-07-02

A reenactor from Historic Philadelphia, Inc. drinks water from a period-accurate canteen after a performance Tuesday near Independence Hall in Philadelphia. (Matthew Hatcher/Getty Images)


Thanks to Thomas Jefferson, we know that July 4, 1776, was a pleasant day in Philadelphia with temperatures that topped out in the mid-70s. 
Two hundred and fifty years later, visitors who descend on the city to celebrate the signing of the Declaration of Independence -- and to watch a World Cup match on July 4 -- will find a far more sweltering reality. 
A dangerous heat dome over the Eastern United States for the next several days is forecast to send temperatures into the triple digits, break records across multiple states and pose health risks for tens of millions of Americans. 
In the Philadelphia area, the National Weather Service has warned that  daily heat indexes could be as high as 110 degrees through Sunday. "This is not the kind of heat event we see every year," the service wrote in an update this week, adding that the region could experience its hottest stretch since July 2011. 
Of any city in the path of the furnace-like blast, Philadelphia might be the most prepared. The onetime capital of the nation, home to Independence Hall and the Liberty Bell, has long had one of the country's most robust heat-response programs. 
"We are a fairly well-oiled machine when it comes to monitoring the weather and making the decision to declare a heat health emergency," said Palak Raval-Nelson, the city's health commissioner. She said officials spent years planning for the America 250 and World Cup crowds. 
Behind those extensive preparations lies the memory of a deadly heat wave decades ago, and the lessons learned that started Philadelphia on its current path. The early interventions developed in its aftermath are still part of the city's regular heat protocols.
A brutal stretch of heat in the summer of 1993 killed 118 people in Philadelphia, a tally higher than in other cities that were grappling with similar conditions. Many of the victims were among the city's most vulnerable -- poor, elderly or infirm. Some had no access to air conditioning and were found with their windows closed, the stifling heat probably worsening any health conditions. 

Fans were distributed at a Philadelphia senior center during hot weather in 2010. (Matt Rourke/AP)


In the wake of that disaster, officials dug deeper into what went wrong. At the time, deaths were typically considered heat-related only when there were documented signs of hyperthermia -- defined as a core body temperature of 105 degrees or higher.
But Philadelphia's then-medical examiner, Haresh Mirchandani, expanded the definition of heat deaths to include those for which heat was a contributing factor, resulting in a more accurate picture of the heat wave's toll. 
"It was a turning point," recalled Laurence Kalkstein, a climatologist and heat-mortality expert who worked with Philadelphia on developing a novel approach that would eventually be emulated by numerous cities. 
The 1993 heat wave led to a litany of changes in Philadelphia, aimed at raising awareness and reducing risk among those residents most imperiled by urban heat. 
The city set up a mass-notification system to alert residents when the mercury spikes and conditions pose serious health risks. Officials designated cooling centers, mobilized a network of block captains to check on neighbors, launched a public awareness campaign and set up an emergency heat hotline. 
One early study found that the early-warning system saved at least 117 lives in the first several years of the program and that the benefits far outweighed the costs. 
"Philadelphia led the pack," said Kalkstein, who still works on heat-related policies in the United States and abroad. 
One measure of the success of such interventions, he said, is that even as global warming has worsened extreme heat events in recent decades, fatalities in places such as Philadelphia have not trended higher. 
"You would think because of climate change, heat-related deaths would be going up," he said. "That's not what we are finding."

A fountain in Center City Philadelphia provides a cooling splash on Tuesday. (Matthew Hatcher/Getty Images)


Raval-Nelson said the preparations have been even more extensive ahead of the World Cup and America 250 celebrations, which are expected to draw huge crowds to the city. 
For example, she said the free FIFA Fan Festival on Lemon Hill will have cooling tents, water filling stations, ample shade and medical stations. Organizers also have reduced the festival's hours because of the forecast for crippling heat. 
Many of the same precautions -- misting fans, free water stations, medical tents, extra shade -- have been set up throughout the city, Raval-Nelson said, adding that Philadelphia also has "an elaborate network" of pools and spray parks where people can cool off. 
In addition, officials recently conducted the latest workshop for block captains on how to look out for residents. That can be especially key in neighborhoods such as Hunting Park, a predominantly Black and Hispanic enclave where surface temperatures can reach far higher than those in Whiter, shadier suburbs. 
As this week's heat dome descends, Raval-Nelson said she hopes the range of actions Philadelphia has taken will lead to a safer holiday throughout the city where the Founding Fathers enjoyed a much more mild July 4. 
"We want everyone to celebrate safely," she said. "Practice makes perfect, and we've been practicing this."
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America at 250
At the Great American State Fair, a battle for souls is underway
Christian groups see the nation's semiquincentennial as bringing history, emotion and faith together in a way that is ripe for spreading the gospel.

Jason Jimenez, right, prays for visitors during the Great American State Fair on Wednesday. (Tyler M. Andrews/The Washington Post)


By Michelle Boorstein | 2026-07-02
Gazing across the National Mall on Wednesday, visitors saw a once-in-250-years-style state fair. A 110-foot Ferris wheel, a rodeo pen where callers introduced goats and pavilions showcasing American inventions and art. 
Jason Jimenez saw a mission field.
"Has anyone told you that God loves you and that he has a plan for your life?" the 38-year-old Bible student began each conversation as he moved in the baking, bright sun.
For Jimenez and the more than 1,000 other missionaries who came to Washington, D.C., to win souls for Christ at the Great American State Fair, the Trump-administration-run event was "the perfect environment," he said.
The reasons: The crowd was significant, and the nation's anniversary brings out "patriotic people" who tend to be more receptive. Jimenez also thought the people at the fair were more likely than some other Americans to agree that their country was founded on God.
"People are more receptive than usual," said Jimenez, a former automotive worker who joined Revival Ministries International two years ago in a search for meaning and relief from anxiety. "Being able to pray over people is very easy."

A visitor reads a script for a 'soul-winning training' during the event on the National Mall. (Tyler M. Andrews/The Washington Post)



Evangelists are tapping into the revival atmosphere the White House has helped elevate. (Tyler M. Andrews/The Washington Post)


Revival Ministries, led by the influential South African megapastor and conspiracy theorist Rodney Howard Browne, appears to be the biggest evangelistic player at the fair among a cluster of such groups. Small ministries on the Mall, and the occasional one-man band, see the nation's semiquincentennial as a moment that brings history, emotion and faith together in a way that is ripe for spreading the gospel.
What Jimenez said bore out in a day of interviews, with almost every person he and a partner stopped on the Mall welcoming the chance to pray and talk briefly about how they believe loving God is part of what it means to be an American.
"This country was based on faith, and we believe God has his hand on this nation," Jacyln Stursman, 46, a tax accountant from Iowa, said as a Mennonite vocal group performed behind her on a huge stage. 
"In the Constitution it says 'under God,'" her daughter Abigail, 20, who is studying to become a teacher, said -- incorrectly. The Pledge of Allegiance includes the phrase "under God." The Constitution's text makes no mention of a deity.
"If the hand of God is removed," Jaclyn Stursman said, "we'll look like any other country." She bemoaned Supreme Court rulings in the 1960s that removed school-led prayer and mentioned European cities where Muslim populations have boomed. "Our country will lose our identity if we don't keep with what we started with. Times change, but values shouldn't."
President Donald Trump and his administration have cast the nation's 250th birthday in a revivalist light. Freedom 250, which runs the fair, hosted a daylong "Rededicate 250" prayer Jubilee on the Mall last month, framed around asking the country to dedicate itself to Christianity to mark the anniversary.
Into that atmosphere come the evangelists, who are trying to stay away from partisan politics while still tapping into the revival atmosphere the White House has helped elevate.
Democrats and Republicans are "the same snake with two heads," Eric Gonyon, crusade director at Revival Ministries, said after leading the first of three daily "soul-winning training" sessions Wednesday morning. 
The theme of the fair that day was "faith, values and inspiration."

Visitors with American flag hats stand near 'The Great Awakening' booth. (Tyler M. Andrews/The Washington Post)



Molly Collins, front, and Tiffany Couch, back, perform a baptism for Laura Oxendine at David's Tent, a 24-hour prayer ministry. (Tyler M. Andrews/The Washington Post)


Smaller groups of evangelists roamed around, some distributing tracts and others taking religious testimonies in the FIFA fan zone area. 
David's Tent, a 24-hour prayer ministry that includes flag dancing and singing and has been operating on the Mall for 11 years, expanded for the fair to add a baptismal pool. One woman wailed "Hallelujah! Hallelujah!" through tears as two other women eased her out of the water.
Browne, whose ministry includes a 3,000-person congregation, Bible school, school of government and culinary institute, sat for interviews in the "Faith, Family and Art Pavilion." His books include those about being a virtuous woman, opposing socialism and the conspiratorial idea that the media and secretive bankers have been out for centuries to harm America.
The pavilion displayed a very narrow slice of American religiosity -- a handful of conservative Christian organizations that included Browne's group, Focus on the Family, Hillsdale College and Moms For America.
Browne preaches that God told him that missionaries must come to the United States from other countries to create a revival. He said he is working through events like the fair to convert 100 million people.
Behind him was a drawing of George Whitefield, an evangelist credited with starting what's called the First Great Awakening in the Colonies in the 1700s. Browne's evangelists hope they're starting the third Great Awakening (the second was in the 1800s).
America's Founding Fathers were impacted deeply by the Great Awakening, Browne said on Wednesday, adding that Americans don't understand sufficiently the role of faith in the founding. 
"How did America come about? How did those words [about religion] get on so many buildings around here?"
As morning turned to afternoon, Jimenez described some of the tactics of the missionaries he works with. All Revival Ministries missionaries at the Mall have a "stat card" where they write the goal of how many souls they hope to save that day, how many people they spoke with and whether those people said yes or no to Christ. His team also uses an app that reflects the by-minute numbers and where missionaries are on the Mall, so the group doesn't annoy people by crowding up and reaching out more than once. 
Around lunch time, his app said about 40 teams that day had reached 2,231 people. 

Egla Lujan prays for security forces during the Great American State Fair. (Tyler M. Andrews/The Washington Post)


Gonyon said in the week that Revival Ministries had been at the Mall, 150,000 people had prayed with one of their missionaries. Their group evangelizes all over the world, and has come to D.C. over July Fourth many times over the years. This year, with the significance of the anniversary, holds a special power and opportunity, he said: "People are hungry."
Exploring the Massachusetts booth at the state fair was Lauren Clifton, 30, a high school English teacher who grew up evangelical in Texas and lives in D.C. She said she was upset that such a significant national anniversary had, in her view, been turned into a partisan event by Trump. She said she also struggles watching Christians praise Trump amid policy changes such as transforming the U.S. refugee program so almost everyone coming in are White South Africans.
"I want to be excited about the 250th. I love America," Clifton said. However, she said doesn't totally understand Christian conservatives she grew up with. 
"I don't see how based on those values they're not outraged at what the Trump administration is doing," she said. She hopes the next major national anniversary is nonpartisan.
"I hope this is a once-in-a-lifetime thing."
Next to the baptismal pool in David's Tent, Todd Smith said all he wants is to stay neutral so he can help people through his faith-healing ministry in Dawsonville, Georgia.
"People are in lots of pain. I don't care if they're blue or red when they walk up here."
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Kyiv's most-bombed neighborhood just won't quit 
After four years of war, life in Lukianivka, the most frequently hit part of the Ukrainian capital, is a mix of adaptability and endurance, defiance and denial, resignation and resilience. 

People walk past burned storefronts in the historic Lukianivskyi Market, a fixture since the 1880s. (Serhiy Morgunov/For The Washington Post)


By Steve Hendrix, Serhiy Morgunov, Kostiantyn Khudov | 2026-07-03
KYIV -- With each cappuccino that barista Anya Balyokha made on a recent morning, the scent of coffee gained a bit more on the smell of burned shopping mall -- the air still acrid from the Russian ballistic missile that destroyed the stores across the street a week earlier.
But business was still good in Lukianivka, the beleaguered hilltop community that is the most-bombed neighborhood in the most-bombed district in Kyiv. 
Regulars nursed flat whites, a war-scape of burned brick and shattered glass visible through the windows not covered in plywood. Commuters stopped for lattes on their way to the nearby Metro station, which doubles as an air raid shelter where some may have spent the night. 
"After the last strike, everything was cleaned up within a day and we reopened the following morning," said Balyokha, 18, over the hiss of an espresso machine that has kept pumping through five attacks damaging the cafe since Russia's invasion began in 2022. 

The burned remains of Lukianivskyi Market, shown on May 31 after a Russian attack the week before. (Serhiy Morgunov/For The Washington Post)



Anya Balyokha works as a barista in Lukianivka.
"After the last strike, everything was cleaned up within a day and we reopened the following morning," she said. (Serhiy Morgunov/For The Washington Post)


After four years of war, life in Lukianivka, the most frequently hit part of the Ukrainian capital, is a mix of adaptability and endurance, defiance and denial, resignation and resilience. How these neighbors carry on is a measure of what is at stake as Washington and Western nations debate their support for Ukraine: not abstract political platitudes, but people who refuse, stubbornly and at real cost, to be erased by Russia. 
This working-class plateau of Soviet-era apartment blocks and factories just northwest of the government center has been damaged, repaired and damaged again by more than 13 Russian strikes over the last 52 months. It started with artillery bombardments and continues now with missiles and drones, most recently Thursday night during a massive citywide barrage that killed at least 27. 
A Shahed drone slammed into an apartment building on a recent Monday morning in an attack that left 140,000 people without electricity citywide. 
The attack on May 24 that incinerated the shopping mall was even bigger -- it killed one resident in a nearby flat, crushed part of the Lukianivka Metro entrance and destroyed the historic Lukianivskyi Market, a fixture since the 1880s. 
And still residents mostly decline to leave, bound to Lukianivka by work, by children, by cost, by colleagues, by cats and by the stubborn human tendency to call a place home long after it stops being safe. Many have revised their lives rather than retreat or flee.
Olha Dudka has watched herself evolve into a wartime city dweller in the course of the seven times she has replaced the windows of the dentist office she manages. The first blast, in 2022, was treated like a crime scene. Police photographed almost every shard, Dudka said. Journalists came. Artists painted a "Born to be Brave" mural on the plywood windows. It was destroyed by a second blast two weeks later. 

A treatment room inside a dental clinic in Lukianivka. (Serhiy Morgunov/For The Washington Post)



Olha Dudka, who manages the dental office, has had to replace the windows seven times. (Serhiy Morgunov/For The Washington Post)


That time, no one even drew up a damage report. Following the first attack, the British supplier paid to repair an expensive CT scanner -- following the second, they demurred. 
"After that, we just crossed ourselves and carried on," Dudka said. 
Now the office keeps repair supplies on hand and all movable equipment is rolled into a windowless room each night before locking up. Dudka and her partners built the practice of their dreams, she said, and as long as patients keep coming they will keep rebuilding.
"This has become everyday life," she said. 
Nearby -- and up 21 flights of stairs when the power is out -- the Oksens keep a baby stroller packed with everything but the baby, ready to bolt for the basement when another Russian missile is streaking toward their building complex. It has been hit four times. 
But often they just stay put, having mastered the art of distinguishing various noises and handicapping the risk. 
"At some point you know the difference between a Shahed, a missile, air defense and something flying farther away," Ilona Oksen said. "You start building routines around it."
When she does make a midnight run to the basement, her husband Andriy, 32, who is a lawyer, helps get the kids down. But he usually comes back up to sleep in his own bed. 
"Unfortunately, you adapt. Not because it becomes normal, but because otherwise you simply cannot function," Andriy said. "You still have to work. You still have to raise children. You still have to buy groceries. Life does not stop."
Russia is not likely to stop either, until the war is over. 

The Oksen family poses for a photo in their apartment on June 1. A neon sign on the wall reads, "Happiness is here and now." (Serhiy Morgunov/For The Washington Post)



"At some point you know the difference between a Shahed, a missile, air defense and something flying farther away," says Ilona Oksen, shown here with her 1-year-old daughter. "You start building routines around it." (Serhiy Morgunov/For The Washington Post)


At the center of Lukianivka is a Cold War defense factory that Russia says still provides equipment to the Ukrainian military. Ukraine will not confirm what the firm produces, but it had been known to make missile guidance components in the past. 
The strikes, however, have battered the whole district, demolishing homes and shops miles from the factory. The Metro station, which is the neighborhood's biggest public air-raid shelter, has been hit seven times, making it Kyiv's most targeted transit site. 
The local McDonald's -- Ukraine's first, which opened in 1997 -- has been struck seven times. Five people were killed when a Russian cruise missile struck near the Soviet-era TV tower built on top of a Jewish cemetery and adjacent to Babyn Yar, where Nazis massacred more than 33,000 Jews in a ravine. 
"What doesn't strike us flies past us," reads a neighborhood patch that someone designed, picturing a missile soaring past Lukianivka. No one who lives here thinks the attacks around Lukianivka, where at least 84 civilians have been killed district-wide, will stop. 

Ukraine's first McDonald's, which opened in 1997, has been struck seven times. (Serhiy Morgunov/For The Washington Post)



A woman sells flowers outside a closed McDonald's entrance. (Serhiy Morgunov/For The Washington Post)


The Oksens moved into their newly built apartment in 2022 after the complex had already been hit by one drone. They hoped -- in a lighting-doesn't-strike-twice way -- that would be it. It wasn't. Another strike took the roof of an adjacent tower soon after. 
"And then it happened again," Ilona said. "And again. At some point you stop counting." 
Yes, the couple said, they worry about their two children, their own safety, their mental health. Ilona, on the advice of her therapists, practices not letting her eyes rest on the blackened market and scattered destruction below to preserve her prewar memories. 
Yes, they've thought of moving. But while other neighborhoods may get hit less often, no neighborhood is immune. And Lukianivka is the one they love, its history, the convenience, their kindergarten. The covered market where they shopped almost daily, now wrecked but planning to rebuild. 
"People often say, 'Just move somewhere safer.' But where exactly? Odesa gets hit. Dnipro gets hit. Lviv gets hit. Kyiv gets hit. So where is it safe," Andriy asked. "In the evening everyone just prays to survive, and in the morning everyone continues living."

Another woman sells flowers amid destroyed cars in an informal street market set up between Lukianivskyi Market and an incinerated shopping mall. (Serhiy Morgunov/For The Washington Post)



Anna Kuznetsova, 26, and Oleksandr Suzhenok, 25, find time for a tender moment despite the carnage that surrounds them. (Serhiy Morgunov/For The Washington Post)


Ukrainians are bound to their homes by both economic and emotional ties. Unlike in much of Europe, where renting is common and mobility is high, almost 95 percent of Ukrainians own their apartments and houses -- the highest rate in Europe -- a function of post-Soviet privatization. Leaving is not simply a matter of packing bags but of abandoning property that may equal a lifetime of savings. 
Added to that is something harder to measure: a depth of attachment to a place that keeps people in small towns near the front line just as surely as it keeps them in Lukianivka. 
"I think Ukrainians have an exceptionally strong sense of home," said Maksym Holovko, an architect and head of the Urbanyna, a nonprofit planning and reconstruction consultancy in Kyiv. "Giving up your own apartment feels much like abandoning your family home in a village."
And learning. In the basement of Lukianivka's 1902 Mala Opera House, Volodymyr Hubankov runs a free theater school for teenagers, many of whom were displaced from even more battle ravaged cities near the front lines. 

A free theater school has been set up for teenagers at Mala Opera House in Lukianivka. (Serhiy Morgunov/For The Washington Post)



Teens will often rehearse through air raid alerts, pretending not to hear them. (Serhiy Morgunov/For The Washington Post)


During air raid alerts, he said, "we pretend there is no air raid" and the teens rehearse through them. When the last blast wave broke windows in the basement studio, Hubankov had the frames repaired and staged a performance a week later.
"So what? We restored everything. Life goes on," said Hubankov, 52, who works days as an analyst and teaches acting on a volunteer basis, as do all five of the theater school's teachers. This is their resistance. "If I'm not at the front," he said, "I have to do something."
Yelyzaveta Volhova and Viktor Vasylchenko moved into their apartment in Lukianivka before the 2022 invasion -- she in October 2021, he the next May, drawn by local amenities and landlords who waived rent for months after the war started. They will marry in July. 
Their balcony windows have been blown out and replaced four times. "I really like that it is wooden and nice," said Volhova, 25, a pediatrician who no longer practices. "I don't want to close it off. We spend all our evenings there."
During the May 24 attack, they sat in the apartment corridor, their chosen shelter, 500 yards from the Metro in a neighborhood where, they noted, someone always seems to die on the road between. They were ready with their two dogs, their passports, the dogs' passports, and some cash. 
At 3 a.m. that day, the apartment filled with orange light. Volhova saw the school they walk the dogs past every day burning on the hillside. By morning, when the first photos circulated, they understood the market and their favorite cafe were gone. For now.

Yelyzaveta Volhova, left, and Viktor Vasylchenko moved into their apartment in Lukianivka before the 2022 invasion. Their balcony windows have been blown out and replaced four times. (Serhiy Morgunov/For The Washington Post)



Yelyzaveta Volhova checks out her phone, which is showing video of a fire near Lukianivskyi Market. (Serhiy Morgunov/For The Washington Post)


But a new cafe had opened recently, so they go there. Businesses still start in Lukianvika. People still marry. Routines continue. At the park, where they know neighbors not by their names but by their dogs' names, people check in. 
"Everyone is like, 'Did you go to the basement?' -- 'No, and you?' -- 'All good, did you replace the windows?' -- 'Not yet.'"
Are you leaving? "Not yet." And if they can hold on, not ever. 




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2026/07/03/kyivs-most-bombed-nieghborhood-just-wont-quit/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Vatican excommunicates bishops of breakaway traditionalist sect 
The sect, the Society of St. Pius X, defied a direct plea from Pope Leo XIV and sought to consecrate four bishops without the Vatican's approval. 

Davide Pagliarani, traditionalist priest and SSPX superior general, delivers a sermon during the group's schismatic consecration of bishops in Econe, western Switzerland, on Wednesday. (Fabrice Coffrini/AFP/Getty Images)


By Anthony Faiola, Stefano Pitrelli | 2026-07-02

The Vatican's statement of excommunication was issued by Cardinal Victor Manuel Fernandez, seen in May 2025. (Gregorio Borgia/AP)


ROME -- The Vatican on Thursday said it had excommunicated top clerics in an archconservative Catholic sect as well as any parishioners who remain loyal to the group that claims hundreds of thousands of followers largely in the United States and Europe, triggering the most serious schism in decades within the world's largest Christian faith.
Pope Leo XIV had pleaded directly with the sect, the Society of St. Pius X (SSPX), not to consecrate four renegade, traditionalist bishops without the blessing of the Vatican -- a move that, under church law, carries the penalty of automatic excommunication. 
In an extraordinary act of defiance, the group moved forward Wednesday. By Thursday morning, the Vatican announced the excommunications -- signaling the limits of Leo's willingness to accommodate traditionalists who reject modern church teachings. 
The Vatican's statement, issued by Cardinal Victor Manuel Fernandez, head of the Vatican's powerful Dicastery of the Doctrine of the Faith, came with a stern warning to priests and parishioners associated with the society. 
"As regards the lay faithful, those who formally join the Priestly Society of Saint Pius X ... are to be considered schismatic and excommunicated," Fernandez declared in a letter published Thursday.
In recent years, both conservatives and liberals have tested the Vatican by pushing the boundaries of official doctrine -- moves that have threatened to create rifts in the church of 1.4 billion Catholics. 
Founded in Switzerland in 1970 by French Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, who opposed modernizing changes in the church a decade earlier, SSPX claims more than 700 priests and a half million members worldwide. Many will now have to choose between SSPX and the Catholic Church.
On Wednesday, more than 16,000 faithful braved intermittent rain in the mountain town of Econe, Switzerland, where SSPX was founded, to watch the solemn ceremony that anointed four bishops described by the group as "entirely faithful" to "holy tradition."
"We do not choose what we must believe or cease to believe," the Rev. Davide Pagliarani, SSPX superior general, said Wednesday. "We cannot modify, reinterpret, or reconsider the faith. We simply have the duty to preserve the faith that the church has always taught. We must love it, we must live by it, and we must hand it on."
An addendum to the ruling said that lay faithful who "formally adhere" to the society would face excommunication, too.
Marc-Andre Mabillard, a former spokesman for the group who is a SSPX parishioner in Switzerland, said it had been "unprepared" for the Vatican's edict to include an explicit warning to SSPX parishioners.
"The decision is very difficult, because ... this time they're speaking of faithful like me," he said. "We were not prepared for that. Personally, I shall continue to follow the [society] because to me, it's the only way to receive a good Mass, have priests that can give me good sacraments. I have no other possibilities. I have to remain and will remain. Yes, I am excommunicated."
The SSPX still adheres to the traditional Latin Mass and rejects many of the teachings of the Vatican II council in the 1960s that modernized the church for an increasingly secular world. 
Those changes included the saying of Mass in local languages, turning the priest around to face parishioners and promoting interfaith dialogue, among other adaptations.
The group has around 25,000 church-attending members in the United States, according to its website, with 131 chapels and 32 schools. But its cultural impact is larger, said R. Andrew Chesnut, who heads the Catholic Studies department at Virginia Commonwealth University.
SSPX communities operate as "complete traditionalist Catholic ecosystems, with schools, chapels, youth groups, retreat houses, and businesses serving families committed" to living Catholicism as if Vatican II never happened, Chesnut  said. 
He added that the SSPX schools, publishing and media outreach in the U.S. have made it "a focal point for the broader traditionalist Catholic movement." The group's largest and most influential communities, according to Chesnut, include St. Mary's, Kansas, where the Immaculata is often described as the world's largest traditional Catholic parish; the area around Post Falls, Idaho; Phoenix; St. Paul/Minneapolis; Cincinnati; and the D.C. region.
Speaking to journalists Wednesday, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the Vatican's secretary of state, said he was "pained" by what he called a "schismatic act." But he also left open the door to reconciliation. 
"My hope is that despite what happened today, the dialogue can be resumed, and a solution can be found," Parolin said. "The fundamental point then is that of accepting the Second Vatican Council or not."
The Vatican excommunicated the two bishops who presided over the ceremony, as well as the four newly minted SSPX bishops. 
The same group faced similar penalties in 1988, when  Lefebvre defied Pope John Paul II and also consecrated four bishops, including a British cleric known as a Holocaust denier. 
In 2009, the traditionalist Pope Benedict XVI reversed the excommunications of those four bishops, and sought reconciliation with the group and its members. Two of those excommunicated in 1988 were among those excommunicated on Wednesday. 
"They have a 19th-century soul," said Andrea Grillo, a Rome-based Catholic theologian. "They are anti-modern communities, against any kind of dialogue with Jews, Buddhists, Hindus. They are hard against non-Catholic Christians -- Lutherans and Orthodox. For them, salvation is found only in the Roman Catholic confession, in its 19th-century shape."
With its previous bishops either dead or aging, the SSPX announced in February that it was planning to repeat the 1988 act on July 1. That decision, the group said in a statement, came after it had made two failed attempts to secure a meeting with Leo.
Some traditionalists questioned Leo, who has made unity and healing division a cornerstone of his papacy, for not speaking out on the issue earlier or meeting with the group to find a compromise.
This situation "is a telltale sign of the Catholic Church's internal crisis, and there is no doubt that it constitutes a defeat for Leo, as his primary objective ... was unity within the church," said Roberto de Mattei, president of the conservative Catholic Lepanto Foundation. "Today he is facing a significant laceration."
In moving forward with the consecrations, the group cited the words of Lefebvre: "It is only in the Catholic Church as it has always been, and in her unchanging Tradition, that we have the guarantee of possessing the Truth, of being able to preach it, and of being able to serve her."
On Tuesday, a day before the consecrations, the Vatican released a papal letter to the SSPX leadership containing a plea from Leo: "Please turn back!"
"With a sorrowful yet hopeful heart, I feel it is my duty, through the authority received from Christ, to ask you to desist from your intended act," the pope wrote in the letter addressed to Pagliarani, the SSPX superior general. 
Excommunication, one of the highest penalties in the Vatican's spiritual arsenal, is not the same as defrocking -- or a loss of clerical title. But it means that the clerics cannot officially accept Catholic sacraments including Communion, ordain priests or officiate Mass, raising the prospect that any services or sacraments they continue to hold will not be Catholic rites.
For SSPX's global flock -- its largest concentrations are in France and the U.S. -- theologians say the excommunication effectively presents a choice.
"Technically, the [excommunication] concerns the bishops, but the priests and laity who follow them [can] also enter into a state of excommunication," Grillo said. "If you have a relationship with a bishop who's not a bishop, then you too will fall into the dimension of excommunication -- in short, you excommunicate yourself."
SSPX maintains dozens of places of worship in the United States, including The Immaculata in St. Mary's, Kansas, billed as the society's largest in the world.
But even some conservative voices in the church expressed alarm at the divisions that SSPX was causing. 
"The SSPX's ordination of four new bishops is a grave act of disobedience that results in automatic excommunication and deepens a dangerous schism within the Church," said the Rev. Gerald E. Murray, a New York City priest and conservative commentator. 
"While claiming to uphold the traditional faith of the Catholic Church, the newly excommunicated bishops boldly cast aside what the Catholic Church has always taught her children, namely that the hierarchical nature of Catholicism includes the dogmatic teaching that the pope is the Supreme Authority to whom all Catholics owe obedience," Murray continued, adding: "Simply stated, the pope is the successor of Peter, the Vicar of Christ. He governs the Church. Obedience to his decision about who may or may not receive episcopal ordination is necessary if one is to remain a faithful Catholic." 
The break with the SSPX comes as the Vatican is also dealing with a  mutiny on the left in Germany, where liberal Catholics have been warned by the Holy See against allowing female deacons and also against codifying religious ceremonies for same-sex couples.
Michelle Boorstein in Washington contributed to this report. 
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Russia rocks Ukrainian capital with massive assault, killing at least 25
Dozens were injured overnight in Kyiv during an attack that caused fires and explosions throughout the city.

An explosion in Kyiv early Thursday during Russia's attack. (Anna Voitenko/Reuters)


By David   Stern, Catherine Belton, Kostiantyn Khudov | 2026-07-02

A woman reacts near an apartment building in Kyiv damaged during a Russian missile and drone strike on July 2. (Viacheslav Ratynskyi/Reuters)


KYIV -- Russia pounded the Ukrainian capital with airstrikes overnight, killing at least  25 people, injuring more than 90 others and causing fires throughout the city, officials said Thursday. 
It was the latest major attack on the Ukrainian capital -- part of a strategy, analysts said, to target areas beyond the frontline -- as Moscow finds its war stalling and as casualties mount, with little prospect of renewed ceasefire or peace negotiations. 
Moscow launched missiles and  self-destructing drones, as well as a large number of drones powered by jet engines, in an attack that lasted through the night. Explosions could be heard repeatedly throughout the city.
"It was a terrible night for Kyiv," Mayor Vitali Klitschko said. 
Every district in the capital suffered damage, Klitschko said, with the worst in the east, where "part of a building was literally blown away."
"A search and rescue operation is underway," he wrote on social media. "People are being searched for under the rubble. Among them -- a 15-year-old girl and her family."
Russia's attack also hit locations in the Kharkiv, Sumy, Dnipro, Zaporizhzhia and Cherkasy regions, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky posted on social media. In Kyiv, "an ambulance station, a research institute, a hotel, and businesses" were damaged, Zelensky said.
Russia launched 74 missiles and 496 drones, of which 25 missiles and 12 drones struck targets, Ukraine's Air Force said on Telegram. Most of the attack focused on Kyiv, it added.

People look at a residential building damaged during the Russian missile attack on Kyiv. (Danylo Antoniuk/AP Photo/Danylo Antoniuk)



A woman walks past an apartment building still burning. (Danylo Antoniuk/AP Photo/Danylo Antoniuk)


Ukrainian and Russian forces have traded air attacks over the past weeks, with Kyiv inflicting considerable damage on military and energy infrastructure deep inside Russia, which has led to acute gasoline shortages throughout the country.
Kyiv and Moscow are aiming to increase the pressure on each other and eventually exhaust each other's resources, in hope of potentially forcing political change, said Tatiana Stanovaya, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center.
"For Kyiv, the aim is to create by winter more acceptable conditions for talks," Stanovaya said. "And for Moscow, they are also counting on some kind of political changes happening in Ukraine itself and in the West, which will create the conditions to force Kyiv into discussing Russia's demands." 
Last week, officials in occupied Crimea, which Russia illegally annexed from Ukraine in 2014, declared a state of emergency after weeks of punishing drone strikes that have disrupted water, fuel and electrical supplies on the peninsula. 
Russia's Defense Ministry, in a statement on social media, said Thursday's attack targeted "military-industrial enterprises and fuel and energy facilities in the city of Kyiv and the Kyiv region, as well as military airfield infrastructure in the Dnepropetrovsk, Poltava, Cherkasy, Chernihiv, and Kyiv regions."
Moscow has targeted Kyiv and other Ukrainian cities since the beginning of its full-scale invasion, more than four years ago, largely with major air campaigns during the winters focused on damaging the country's heating and electricity grid.
But the bombardments of recent weeks are a departure in the sheer number of airborne weapons that Russian forces have hurled at the Ukrainian capital, and come as Ukraine ramps up long range strikes on Russia.
Recent Russian attacks have involved hundreds of drones and dozens of missiles -- with large number of ballistic missiles, which are difficult to intercept. Zelensky and other top Ukrainian officials have pleaded with their Western counterpart to provide more Patriot missiles and missile systems, which are the only weapon that can effectively counter ballistic missiles. 
Thursday's deadly strike on Kyiv was a show of force and a further sign Putin was digging in -- escalating further against Ukraine in response to Kyiv's increasingly punishing drone campaign, analysts said. 

A severely damaged residential building in Kyiv. (Danylo Antoniuk/AP Photo/Danylo Antoniuk)



Liudmyla Tsapkova sits in her damaged apartment in the Ukraine capital. (Danylo Antoniuk/Ap Photo/Danylo Antoniuk)


Russia's message was that Ukraine's air campaign would not lead to political destabilization within Russia or a softening of its negotiating position, but "instead it will lead to escalation and we will strike harder," Stanovaya said, adding that she would not be surprised if Russian strikes expanded still further in the coming weeks.
Sergei Markov, a pro-Kremlin political analyst, said one of the aims of Thursday's overnight attack was to undermine what he called "propaganda" in the West that the tide was turning in Ukraine's favor in the war. 
"Ukraine is not winning. There has been no turning point. Your leaders are going to be eternally spending the population's money on the Ukraine war," Markov said. "There will be more and more strikes. We will continue to escalate."
Other analysts see the air campaign more as evidence that Moscow is left with few good options.
"As Russia's offensive efforts flounder, the Russian leadership is increasingly switching to a bombardment campaign," said Michael Kofman, a military analyst at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace in Washington. "So it's not unexpected, and it's one of the few remaining means of increasing pressure on Kyiv."
Although Kyiv is targeting key production facilities in Russia's military industry, Moscow still appears to be able to manufacture large numbers of ballistic missiles and Geran drones, which are based on the design of the Iranian Shahed.
The goal of the Russian air campaign was twofold, said Franz-Stefan Gady, an analyst in Vienna with the Center for a New American Security. On one hand, Moscow hoped "to degrade and destroy Ukraine's defense industrial base." 
At the same time, the large-scale attacks aimed to overwhelm and massively degrade the Ukrainian air defense systems in an effort to demoralize the Ukrainian public. However, this would not work, Gady said.
"It's certainly going to drive up civilian casualties and it's going to create a lot of damage, a lot of destruction," he said. "But ultimately it's unlikely that it's going to break Ukraine's will to resist or Ukraine's air defense system, because they have shown to be able to adapt consistently."
Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia, contributed to this report.
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Trump-backed truce in Lebanon, key to Iran peace deal, risks new civil war
To reach a more durable peace agreement with Iran and open the Strait of Hormuz, Trump needs Israel to uphold the terms of a deal with Lebanon that Hezbollah says it will block by "any means necessary." 

Lebanese army soldiers patrol a street at the entrance of the southern Lebanese village of Froun on Tuesday. (Kawnat Haju/AFP/Getty Images)


By Gerry Shih, Suzan Haidamous, Mohamad  El Chamaa | 2026-07-02
JERUSALEM -- In his push to end the unpopular war against Iran and reopen the Strait of Hormuz to global commerce, President Donald Trump agreed to a key demand by Tehran: reining in Israel's military campaign against Hezbollah in Lebanon.
Trump got results. Israeli attacks on the Iran-backed militant group have eased. But in Lebanon, fears are growing of a new war between Hezbollah and the Lebanese government, and a revival of the internal strife that tore the country apart from 1975 to 1990. 
The Lebanese government and Israel reached a deal Friday, brokered by the White House, that would allow Israeli troops to remain in southern Lebanon until Hezbollah disarms and the Lebanese Army takes over its territory. But Hezbollah was not part of the talks and has warned Lebanese authorities that they risk igniting a civil war. 
The group has vowed to block the agreement "by any means necessary" and its supporters quickly roared through the streets of downtown Beirut on motorcycles in a show of force. Israel, meanwhile, has occupied what it calls a "buffer zone" reaching six miles inside Lebanon running along the length of the shared border. 
Hanging in the balance is Trump's effort to turn an initial memorandum of understanding with Iran into a durable peace accord. So far that effort has sputtered, with the United States and Iran trading intermittent airstrikes and negotiators seeming to gain little ground at talks in Qatar this week as each side resists concessions. 
"Lebanon is emerging as the principal spoiler for a broader regional agreement," said Dennis Citrinowicz, a former Israeli intelligence official who specialized in Iran. 
Iran has insisted that Israel pull out of Lebanon entirely, in accordance with the MOU. Israel has argued that its war with Hezbollah should be resolved on a separate diplomatic track, even though a commitment to immediately end fighting in Lebanon was a key component of Trump's deal with Iran.
The impasse represents a central tension in Trump's Middle East diplomacy. On June 17, he signed the agreement with Iran calling for an Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon. A week later, he agreed to a new deal giving Israel leeway to keep troops there while placing the onus of resolving the crisis on the Lebanese government and Hezbollah. 
"Israel is well aware that the Lebanese Armed Forces are highly unlikely to disarm Hezbollah in the foreseeable future," Citrinowicz said. "By making its withdrawal contingent on an outcome that is not realistically achievable anytime soon, Israel has effectively created a condition that allows it to justify an open-ended military presence in southern Lebanon."
In recent days, the agreement with Israel has drawn broad criticism in Lebanon -- not just by Shiites, Hezbollah's base of support, but by liberal commentators. Under its terms, Israeli soldiers would be allowed not only to remain in Lebanon until Hezbollah disarms, which seems unlikely, but also to return and conduct inspections.
The fighting since March has left 4,000 people killed and 12,000 people injured in Lebanon, according to the country's Health Ministry.
Hilal Khashan, a professor of political science at the American University of Beirut, said the agreement contained unequal terms because "Lebanon had no choice and no cards to play."
"Lebanon has no means to get its land back by force, but neither does Hezbollah," Khashan said. "Failure to strike a deal means Israel's expansion of the yellow line."
Israel has said it needs to occupy Lebanese territory bound by the "yellow line" to dismantle Hezbollah's infrastructure and prevent the group from launching drone and missile attacks on northern Israel, which have displaced residents and fueled criticism of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 
The deal has "little chance of success," and its implementation will be a "test for the Lebanese army, because Hezbollah will resist disarmament," Khashan said. 
Hezbollah, with Iran's financial and material backing, has built up a fighting force with thousands of missiles and deadly drones that even Israel's cutting-edge military has struggled to overcome. "It is not a question of Hezbollah's strength," Khashan said. "The army will splinter if it takes on Hezbollah."
On Tuesday, Lebanese President Joseph Aoun defended the deal and warned against "incitement and attacks" on the army. 
Appealing for calm and national unity, Aoun said that a key ally of Hezbollah, the Lebanese parliamentary Speaker Nabih Berri, had also agreed there should be "fundamental red lines" against calls for sectarian conflict, which historically have proved disastrous for Lebanon.
In a televised interview Wednesday evening, Lebanon's Prime Minister Nawaf Salam assured the public that the deal was still in preliminary stages and the next round of negotiations with Israel would focus on a timetable for its withdrawal from Lebanon.
But with neither Israel nor Hezbollah willing to withdraw first, the situation in Lebanon is combustible. 
Analysts say there are not only risks of direct clashes between the fragile Lebanese state and Hezbollah, which remains heavily armed, but also of renewed fighting between Israel and Hezbollah, or of a prolonged stalemate that leaves Israeli troops in Lebanon and tens of thousands of Lebanese civilians displaced from their homes. 
Israel would not necessarily oppose any of these scenarios, but they would anger Iran and pile more misery on Lebanon, a country already racked by sectarian divisions and economic paralysis.
Still, supporters of the Lebanon deal argue that it will empower the state to take action against Hezbollah, which has long meddled in Lebanese politics while acting in the interests of Iran, its main benefactor. 
For years, much of Lebanon's diverse population, including Christians and Sunni Muslims, have bristled at the outsize influence of the group and its Shiite supporters, who make up roughly one-third of the country. Supporters also say that the accord between the two neighboring nations, which are frequently entangled in conflicts, could even pave the way to diplomatic normalization.
On Monday, Netanyahu visited a base in Lebanon and described the deal as a joint effort by the Lebanese government and Israel to expel Iranian and Hezbollah influence from the country. In a speech to Israeli troops, he warned that Hezbollah might fight back and insisted that Israel would not withdraw.
"This is a slap in the face, a blow to the face of the Iranian axis, and it won't necessarily go unchallenged," Netanyahu told soldiers. "As long as Hezbollah is armed and present here, posing a threat to us --we will remain here."
Israeli officials have touted the Lebanon agreement as a diplomatic coup after Netanyahu found himself sidelined in Trump's negotiations with Iran. After Iran protested Israeli strikes against Hezbollah and its ongoing military presence in Lebanon, Trump and Vice President JD Vance repeatedly rebuked Netanyahu.
Nabil Bou Monsef, a Lebanese analyst, said that the Trump administration's negotiations with Iran, led by Vance, and with Lebanon, led by Secretary of State Marco Rubio, appeared to be at odds.
"There is speculation whether this is merely a rivalry between political figures like JD Vance and Marco Rubio, or if it reflects Trump's broader strategy in the region," Monsef said. Either way, he said, the future is "likely to yield negative outcomes for Lebanon."
Haidamous and El Chamaa reported from Beirut. 
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Black unemployment rises while White unemployment stays stable
The gap between the two has gone up since Trump took office last year.

(Created with Datawrapper/The Washington Post)


By Lydia Sidhom, Robert Samuels | 2026-07-02
In the first half of the year, Black unemployment continued to rise while White employment remained stable, according to a Washington Post analysis of federal data released Thursday·.
In the first half of 2026, the average Black unemployment rate was 7 percent -- about 0.6 percentage points larger than it was during the same period in 2025. White unemployment did not budge in the first half of this year relative to last.
At the end of 2025, economists and civil rights organizations grew concerned about the widening gap between Black and White unemployment. In June, the ratio of Black and White unemployment remained close to 2-to-1. On average, in the first half of 2026, the gap was about 11 percent  larger than it was during the same period in 2025.
The disparity illustrates the continuing difficulties that Black Americans -- particularly college-educated Black women -- are having finding jobs after cuts by the Trump administration to the federal workforce. These troubles were highlighted in a Post story on four Black women in the South with advanced degrees who have struggled to find jobs. 
Catch up quickly every weekday morning with a rundown of the 7 most important and interesting stories. Sign up for The 7 newsletter.
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See how the labor market weakened in June in 5 charts
The U.S. economy added fewer jobs than expected in June.

Job seekers attend a fair in Carson, California, on Tuesday. (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)


By Lauren Kaori Gurley | 2026-07-03
The U.S. economy added fewer jobs than expected in June, and a lot of workers left the labor force, signaling a slow down in the labor market.
Employers added 57,000 new positions, according to Labor Department data released Thursday. The unemployment rate ticked down to 4.2 percent.
Continued low unemployment reflects a solid pace of hiring and few layoffs in the broader economy. However, roughly three-quarters of a million workers exited the labor market in June, the data showed, puzzling economists who are suggesting that statistical noise could be skewing the data. 
Generally, economists have been surprised by the resilience of the labor market in the face of headwinds due to the Iran war, tariffs, immigration restrictions and artificial intelligence technologies.
"The labor market is probably, slowly, heading in the right direction," said Guy Berger, senior fellow at the Burning Glass Institute. "But at this current pace, it's going to take a long time to unwind the moderate amount of damage from the last few years. And something could knock that off course."
Also, the Labor Department revised down the healthier job gains in April and May by 74,000, indicating the labor market was weaker than previously thought this spring. Last month, some economists had declared a rebound in the jobs market after several months of strong hiring this spring that appeared to put a cap on an extended weak patch in 2025. But that may have been premature. 
"The momentum in the labor market over the past three months has hit a wall," said Sam Kuhn, an economist at the recruitment software company Appcast. "There was no real boost in hiring from the World Cup. We're sort of back at the [job growth] we were seeing four to six months ago."
Forecasters expected that employers had created about 115,000 jobs in June, boosted by summer vacation and World Cup-related hiring.
But leisure and hospitality lost 61,000 positions in June -- more than half in restaurants and bars -- reflecting weaker seasonal hiring. That could be due to an early start to summer hiring this year that kicked off in May, due to decent weather and  World Cup planning. But many analysts caution that seasonal noise could be distorting the numbers. 
Professional and business services added 36,000 positions and have been showing news signs of life after a weak 2025. 
Health care and social assistance industries, fueled in recent years by an aging population, also continued to add jobs in June. 
But job creation in other blue-collar and white-collar sectors was frozen. 
Wage growth accelerated in June, but inflation is still taking a bite out of Americans' purchasing power. That's a major reason Americans are so grumpy about the state of the economy. Average hourly earnings rose to $37.64 an hour, or by 3.5 percent in June, compared with a year earlier. 
By contrast, the most recent inflation data, from May, shows prices rising by 4.2 percent over the previous year, to the highest level since 2023.
"People's purchasing power has diminished," said Elise Gould, a senior economist at the left-leaning Economic Policy Institute. "That's not only harmful to workers and their family's ability to afford their basic necessities, but that means less demand for goods and services, which is what drives the economy."
Meanwhile, data showed that workers who are ages 25 to 54 drove the departure of some of the 720,000 people who fled the labor market in June, confounding economists. 
"My joke is that these folks all quit their jobs to watch soccer," said Berger, the Burning Glass Institute economist. "I think it's just noise. It's possible that we saw some mild decline in [employment], but it seems so out of whack with reality."
Labor market conditions that economists describe as "low-hire, low-fire" have been hitting some demographic groups harder than others. The unemployment rate for African Americans is significantly higher than it is for White Americans. And among all age groups, young workers face some of toughest conditions finding a job. The unemployment rate for teenagers was 14.6 percent in June.
The difficulty for young workers is due to more Americans staying in their current jobs rather than switching employers, which makes more room for new hires. The rate at which American workers quit their jobs in May is the lowest in six years, according to a separate Labor Department report released this week.
"There's just not as much movement happening in the labor market," Kory Kantenga, LinkedIn's head of economics for the Americas. "That makes it tough for entry-level workers to come in and backfill for someone who was previously in an entry-level role."
Steve Thompson contributed to this report.
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You don't need an expensive security system to keep your home safe
Beefing up your locks and latches, maintaining good habits and putting together a DIY system could save you thousands. 

(iStock)


By Kevin Brasler | 2026-07-02
Do you have good dead bolts on all your doors? Strong latches on your windows? Are you diligent about keeping doors and windows locked? Do you have a barky dog?
If you can answer "yes" to the first three questions, you're way ahead when it comes to home security (and you get extra credit if it's a yes for the dog). Despite what thriller movies might suggest, most burglars enter homes by simply opening unlocked doors or windows -- or pushing and kicking locked ones until they open. Very few pick locks or circumvent alarm systems. Intruders prefer empty homes, visual obscurity, silence, easy entry and quick exits. So your primary objective when planning home security is to beef up your locks and latches and maintain good habits.
You can also DIY a system by using home security components controlled by a smartphone app or similar interface. Dozens of companies sell options that can easily connect to smart home hubs.
All this competition and choice means lower prices. Having a home security service professionally install a system will set you back $750 to $3,000, plus $1,500 or more each year for monitoring. Instead, you can assemble a basic DIY system for $400 or less and then pay as little as $200 per year to have it monitored -- or nothing if you manage it yourself. Keep in mind, though, that many people get annoyed by the alerts that self-monitoring requires and end up turning them off or not replacing batteries when they run out. If this sounds like you, don't waste your money on the tech.
Here's what you need to know.
	Secure the perimeter. Make your doors and windows as difficult to penetrate as possible. Although intruders prefer unlocked doors and windows, many can quickly and almost silently pry open locked ones. Some break a pane of glass so they can reach in and unlock the window or door. Only a few really determined burglars break out enough glass to walk or crawl through, or bash in a well-secured door, and they seldom try to pick locks.
	Get a security audit. Most police departments provide free advice and will send someone to evaluate your home for weaknesses.
	Lose lousy locks. Key-in-the knob locks are inadequate. Install good dead bolt locks on all your exterior doors.
	Secure sliding glass doors. The locks on sliding glass doors are notoriously flimsy -- many doors can be lifted right off their tracks. Numerous how-to videos online can show you how to make yours more secure, or you can pay a locksmith to install reinforcements.
	Replace weak doors. Solid-wood doors are much sturdier than hollow ones. Many homeowners in high-crime neighborhoods install metal bar doors.
	Secure your windows. Depending on the type of window, you can take steps to make it more resistant to a prying attack. Double-hung windows, for example, can be secured by screwing together the two frames. Most intruders are not keen on breaking glass, but it still happens often enough to justify concern. For the highest level of protection, the window should have unbreakable glazing or steel bars across it.
	Keep valuables out of sight. Place articles of ostensible value out of the view of anyone at your front door or looking through your windows from the street. Stash cash and expensive jewelry in unlikely places -- for example, in a large envelope or among many paper files. Select containers no one will accidentally discard.
	Rent a safe-deposit box. Such a box may be inconvenient, but it provides a level of security against theft and fire that cannot be duplicated at home without spending several thousand dollars.
	Keep your landscaping in check. Doors and windows hidden by garages, bushes, fences and trees are attractive targets for intruders who prefer to invade unseen.
	Light it up. Many burglars will flee if they activate an outdoor light connected to a motion detector.
	Keep track of your keys. An AirTag keychain is a good idea if you're forgetful.

	Evaluate your insurance. Consider adding replacement-cost coverage for your personal property to your homeowner's insurance policy. If burglars clean out your home, this optional coverage could save you thousands of dollars. Consider taking out additional coverage if you own expensive jewelry and other items that exceed the lower limits under standard policies.
	Get to know your neighbors. Neighborhood watch groups are one of the most effective ways to protect all the homes in your neighborhood. At the very least, get to know your neighbors and share information on your not-at-home schedules and vacation plans, so everyone can look out for suspicious activities.
	Keep up appearances. Because most burglars strike when no one is home, make sure your house always appears occupied. Leaving lights and a TV on helps. If you go on vacation, work with neighbors or friends to prevent mail and packages from piling up and to keep your yard maintained.

	You live in a low-crime neighborhood.
	Your house is well-secured with locks and other measures.
	Someone is almost always at home.
	Your neighbors keep an eye on your house and will call the police if they notice anything suspicious.
	You possess little of substantial value that could be stolen, and you have good insurance.
	Children, houseguests or others are likely to frequently trigger false alarms.
	The hassle of setting the alarm and avoiding false alarms would deter you from using it regularly.

If you decide to go pro, you'll want a company that ensures your system is effective, convenient and unobtrusive; minimizes false alarms; and controls costs. 
Have several companies come to your home to propose systems and quote prices. Some will be much better than others at designing a smart solution at a reasonable price. Even for the same basic setup, you will find substantial price differences. When Checkbook's undercover shoppers collected proposals from companies for a specific alarm system and three years of monitoring, they were quoted prices ranging from $2,360 to $5,202.
Read the contract before you sign. Some companies make it very difficult for customers to switch monitoring services by refusing to provide programming codes or to reset systems to their default modes. Choose a company willing to contractually agree to provide you programming codes. 
Discuss payment terms. The more you can pay after the job is complete, the better. The best arrangement is to pay a chunk of the installation price 15 or 30 days after completion: It gives you maximum leverage if any problems need to be corrected.
Many jurisdictions require homeowners to register alarm systems. The company you use should provide the required paperwork, and many will submit it for you. Some registrations must be renewed every few years.
Kevin Brasler is executive editor of Washington Consumers' Checkbook and Checkbook.org, a nonprofit organization with a mission to help consumers get the best service and lowest prices. It is supported by consumers and takes no money from the service providers it evaluates. You can access Checkbook's home-security ratings and advice free until Aug. 5 at Checkbook.org/WashingtonPost/security.
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Going Out Guide
What to see at National Geographic's new Museum of Exploration
Meet an explorer at happy hour or immerse yourself in the natural world at the long-awaited museum.

The National Geographic Museum of Exploration held its grand opening this past weekend. (Tyler M. Andrews/The Washington Post)


By Fritz Hahn | 2026-07-02
National Geographic has long been the entry point for learning about science, nature and the wonders of Earth, whether through its iconic magazine, documentaries starring the likes of Jacques Cousteau and Jane Goodall, or popular television series. Naturally, the exploration of our planet, from seabed to stratosphere, is the focus of its new Museum of Exploration. 
It is, however, about much more than looking at objects in glass cases: The attraction, which opened at the organization's downtown D.C. headquarters on Friday, boasts 100,000 square feet of public space, including exhibit halls, a 400-seat auditorium and an outdoor plaza that will host concerts, a weekly farmers market and a nightly show about the world's oceans. 

The 100,000-square-foot museum opened after four years of renovation to bustling crowds and a sold-out first weekend. (Christine Kao/The Washington Post)


National Geographic is putting its "explorers" -- the people in the field conducting research or taking photographs -- front and center, with regular public talks, Q&A sessions and tours. "Storytelling is our superpower," National Geographic Society CEO Jill Tiefenthaler said during a June press preview. 
Some of the events, such as a July 31 lunchtime discussion with explorer and diver Tara Roberts, who documents shipwrecks that carried enslaved people, are included with museum admission. There are also ticketed gatherings called "Coffee With an Explorer" or "Drinks With an Explorer," depending on whether you'd like to chat about photography and conservation in the morning with a small group in the museum's cafe or attend an evening happy hour and learn about similar topics over themed cocktails. Expect these events to take place several times a month.

Every night the museum is open, its glass facade becomes a high-resolution screen to show an immersive film. (Tyler M. Andrews/The Washington Post)



"Wonders of Our World: Oceans" is the current outdoor show, taking viewers into the ocean and up close to many aquatic animals. (Tyler M. Andrews/The Washington Post)


The new museum has also transformed National Geographic's large courtyard on M Street NW. The museum's multistory glass facade becomes a high-resolution screen every night for "Wonders of Our World: Oceans," a stunning 17-minute presentation that takes viewers deep into the ocean and up close to blue whales, schools of fish, sharks, bioluminescent animals and other aquatic creatures while immersing them in music and natural sounds, such as whale song. The program, which begins after sunset, costs an extra $10.
The courtyard will also be used for concerts on Saturday evenings and a farmers market from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays. While there, explore the different "habitats," where you can encounter virtual penguins, capybaras and wildebeest with a wave of your smartphone.
Other programming leans into D.C.'s popular after-hours museum scene (see also: Phillips Collection, the National Gallery of Art, etc.) with a party called "Nat Geo Nights," mixing cocktails and a DJ with pop-up talks in the galleries, a scavenger hunt and other activities. The theme July 23 is "America's National Parks," featuring an immersive photo presentation. On Wednesday nights, there are two games of trivia in the Explorers Eatery cafe, with rounds heavy on science, nature and other topics that feature prominently in the magazine. 

"Geoverse," a 270-degree theater, places viewers in Australia's Great Victoria Desert. (Christine Kao/The Washington Post)



Cannon Berry, 7, excitedly observes the digital magazine gallery. His mother, Caitlin McIntire, said he asks for every National Geographic copy he sees at grocery stores. (Christine Kao/The Washington Post)


The Museum of Exploration's permanent exhibits are a celebration of National Geographic itself: "The Archives" includes a screening room showing highlights from the extensive library of documentaries, and there's a wide range of displays related to the magazine. Where else in D.C. can you find a reconstruction of what Tutankhamun might have looked like, a Zimbabwean thumb piano, and a replica cast of "Turkana Boy," a 1.6 million-year-old skeleton discovered in Kenya in 1984? 
An interactive section highlights National Geographic photographers and lets visitors play "photo editor" to pick the most compelling photos for, say, an article about adorable panda cubs.
Upstairs in the museum, the "Explorers Landing" gallery brings the focus back onto people in the field. Imagine donning the bulbous JIM diving suit that Sylvia Earle wore to walk on the Pacific Ocean seafloor or ascending in the high-altitude Explorer II helium balloon. Even smaller artifacts, such as a fake tusk that tracked ivory poachers and a seal-shaped decoy used to lure sharks for close-up photos, have fascinating backstories. National Geographic promises to rotate items and bring in fresh artifacts to update the displays. 

"Photo Ark: Animals of Earth" exhibits portraits by photographer Joel Sartore in curtained boxes that make it feel like the animal is inches away. (Christine Kao/The Washington Post)



Sartore has captured photos of over 17,000 species of animals, with a goal of documenting all species around the world. (Christine Kao/The Washington Post)


Perhaps the most compelling reason to visit now is the exhibition "Photo Ark: Animals of Earth." Longtime National Geographic contributor Joel Sartore has captured portraits of more than 17,000 species of animals, from snails to elephants. In this multiroom experience, you're surrounded by them: snakes flicking their tongues, turtles emerging from their shells. Visitors are encouraged to peer into curtained boxes where it feels like owls and lemurs are mere inches away. A jumbo screen shows a gorilla lazing and a polar bear walking directly into the camera. It's hard to tear yourself away.

The Learning Launchpad is an area of the Museum of Exploration designed for students to explore and learn. (Christine Kao/The Washington Post)


Families shouldn't miss the Learning Launchpad, an area designed for students. Interactive games will have them identify an animal from the way it moves in its environment or figure out where to place a beaver dam to improve river habitats. There's also an immersive 270-degree "Geoverse" focused on Australia's Great Victoria Desert, with animated animals and natural sounds. 
The exhibits are spread throughout the building, and you'll have more fun if you don't walk from point A to point B. On the way to "The Archives" is an interactive, wall-size installation of National Geographic magazine covers. It's enjoyable to watch them shuffle, but you can also use touch screens to find the cover from your birthday month. Keep an eye on the ground for custom "floor case" displays highlighting more history documented by National Geographic, including the discovery of the Titanic, Chinese terra-cotta warriors and a penguin wearing a "crittercam" to provide scientists with a bird's-eye view. 
You may not be an explorer, but on a visit to the Museum of Exploration, you'll probably feel just like one.
National Geographic Museum of Exploration, 1600 M St. NW. moe.nationalgeographic.org. Tickets start at $29.99 for ages 18 to 64, $25.99 for visitors 65 and older, $22.99 for ages 5 to 17, and free for age 4 and younger. Discounted tickets are available through the Museums for All program. Special events, such as "Coffee With an Explorer" and "Nat Geo Nights," require additional tickets. More information about individual events is available on the website. 

A deep-sea submersible invented in the early 1930s, the Bathysphere, is on display. (Christine Kao/The Washington Post)
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The 34 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Visit places outside of the National Mall to watch fireworks and parades, check out local concerts or browse events specifically for kids. 

Last year's Sundeck Summer Series at The Yards. (The Yards)


By Fritz Hahn, Jade Tran, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2026-07-02
The Fourth of July takes over the area this weekend with the 60th Annual Palisades Parade, fireworks on and off the National Mall and festive celebrations across the city. But World Cup season is still in full swing, too, with watch parties at Buddy's and even a sunset cruise out of Alexandria Marina. If soccer isn't your thing, there are also community events, art exhibits and creative gatherings to fill the long weekend. Just don't forget the sunscreen -- a heat dome is expected to push temperatures close to 100 degrees.
Summer Fiesta at the Phillips Collection
Find a summer escape inside and out at the Phillips Collection, where the after-hours party includes live music from Taisha Estrada; salsa dance lessons; pop-up talks about works in the galleries; hands-on activities such as  decorating maracas; spirit tastings; and other activities. 5 to 8:30 p.m. $20.
Make & Mend Patch Night at Anthem Row 
It's not hard to end up with a pile of clothes waiting to be fixed -- a missing button here, a tear there or a hole you've been meaning to patch. Bring those pieces to Anthem Row and finally give them a second life. Organizers will teach visitors how to mend, patch or even turn worn clothing into patches  as an eco-friendly way to save money and keep old clothes in rotation. Fabric, denim, thread and needles will be provided, and the upcycling stations will be set to music. Stations close at 8 p.m., but stick around afterward to hear Future Band and DJ Duchess or simply hang out. 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Free. 
'The Playground' at the National Building Museum
Remember that summer the National Building Museum turned its monumental Great Hall into the Chuck E. Cheese ball pit of your adult fever dreams, with nearly 1 million translucent balls clacking around? Or how, in 2018, you found the museum's vast, cathedral-like space transformed into an immersive "summer house"? New York design firm Snarkitecture returns to Washington with "The Playground," an extended pop-up that offers multiple environments for kids of all ages inspired by "parks and playgrounds with a delightful twist." Look for late-night parties for adults (the first one is Thursday at 6:30 p.m.) with live music and cocktails, as well as STEAM-focused days for families. Through Aug. 3. Thursday, 6:30 to 9 p.m., varying times throughout the week. Free-$25, prices vary depending on day and event. 
Immigrant Stories of Independence at Lincoln's Cottage
Commemorate President Abraham Lincoln's Act to Encourage Immigration, signed into law on the Fourth of July, and the anniversary of the day he moved to the cottage for the last time. Storytelling begins at 7 p.m., highlighting Lincoln's reputation as a "famously adroit storyteller." While stories are shared throughout the cottage, food from immigrant-owned food trucks will be available in Lincoln's Drawing Room alongside stories from immigrants living across the DMV. Doors open at 5:30 p.m.; storytelling begins at 7 p.m. Free, registration requested.
America: The Innovation at Union Station
The D.C. Walls mural festival turns Union Station into its gallery at this three-week event, showcasing more than two dozen artists examining the meaning of innovation. The pop-up gets underway with a special opening reception on the station's mezzanine. 6 to 8 p.m., with the exhibition open through July 25. Free. 
Spoken Word Open Mic Night at Sook
Spoken word holds an ancient tradition of stringing words together with rhythm, poetry, theater and music to share stories. At Sook, bring these traditions of oral epics back to life and keep tradition alive with a poem, a personal story or whatever words you've been wanting to share. Even if you've never gotten into poetry or have no idea how to do spoken word, organizers invite creatives to join them for a night of words. Sign up prior to the event in person via the Sook's Instagram DM.  7 to 10 p.m. Free. 
'Confessions II' Release Party at Trade
Since the mid-'90s, D.C. has celebrated the Material Girl at a themed dance party called Madonnarama. As Madonna releases "Confessions II," DJs Ed Bailey -- a founder of Madonnarama -- and WessTheDJ are joined by JaxKnife Complex, Citrine and other performers for a night of non-stop Madonna, with songs from all her eras, and merch giveaways all night. 9 p.m. Free.
Scene Night at As You Are
According to As You Are, scene means "rawr XD" and "fishnets and feelings." If that's your energy, the queer-owned Capitol Hill bar has you covered. The venue even put together an outfit mood board featuring neon cheetah prints, mini skirts, fuzzy boots, side-swept band hair and lace-up Converse. The themed cocktail menu includes the "Stra-rawr-rita," with tequila, strawberry puree and lime, "Babes Breeze" mixed with Malibu, pineapple and cranberry and "That's Sex! on the Beach," a vodka and peach Schnapps drink -- there's a lot of options while DJ BiteBack spins until 2 a.m. 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free.
Marvin Rooftop Reunion at Eighteenth Street Lounge
If you were lucky (or old) enough to experience day parties at Marvin, you remember what made it such an important D.C. destination: DJs spinning an eclectic mix of hip-hop, R&B and throwbacks; beautiful people; and the perfect vibes that made you forget you had to go to work the next day. Eighteenth Street Lounge is continuing Marvin's mission at its reunion parties, with DJ Keenan Orr, a staple of Marvin's Sunday parties, spinning on the roof, and a cookout on the lower level. 6 to 11 p.m. $11.50.
Civic Jam at Cherry Hill Farm
Falls Church's Civic Jam takes the form of a community party at the historic Cherry Hill Farm in the city of Falls Church. There will be food, a beer garden, a mechanical bull, ax throwing and a bounce house before the main event: the Civic Cup, featuring relay and sack races and a watermelon roll. 6 to 10 p.m. Free.
Oasis Day Party at Barrel House 
If you're lucky enough to have the day before the holiday off, Barrel House is kicking off the weekend early. DJs Kaan, Killr Flowr and Beatwala will soundtrack an afternoon of cocktails and an extended happy hour on the patio and in the garden, beginning well before the usual 4 p.m. start. There's no cover -- just show up in your best day-party outfit. 1 to 5:30 p.m. Free.
Rare Essence at the 9:30 Club
And America's 250th birthday isn't the only anniversary worth celebrating: After 50 years on the scene, go-go legend Rare Essence is still crankin', as are Experience Unlimited (which dates its founding even earlier) and front man Gregory "Sugar Bear" Elliott. Band members -- and audience members -- have come and gone over the decades, but go-go continues to be the soundtrack of D.C. 8 p.m. $50.64.
New England Fest at the Roost
Enjoy New England bites like lobster rolls, clam pie and apple cider doughnuts at the Capitol Hill East food hall, washed down with beers from across the region, including Allagash, Foam, Sacred Profane and Trillium. There's even a Bloody Mary made with lobster butter-washed vodka. (Yes, you read that correctly.) 5 p.m. Free.
Soca Sunset Cruise at Alexandria Marina 
The sunset cruise is back and is teaming up with La Vida Soca to bring the party off land. In honor of another World Cup weekend, boarding begins at 6 p.m. when the first soccer game starts before the Cherry Blossom Boat sets sail. Ladies are encouraged to dress up, and every ticket also includes entry to the after-party. While on the water, sounds from international DJs, including Crown Prince and DJ Majestic will curate the soundtrack. Meanwhile, passengers can enjoy what they truly came for and watch the double header game starting with Argentina vs. Cape Verde, and then Colombia vs. Ghana at 9:30 p.m., as the sun sets. Boarding begins at 6 p.m. $90. 
Summer Social at Yerba 
Yerba, a self-care and wellness boutique in the heart of Old Town Alexandria, sells everything from flower teas to CBD and THC treats, books and bouquets. This Friday, the shop is hosting a summer social with free samples of ice cream, popsicles, sorbet, cold-pressed juices and lemonade, plus a load of conversations centered on wellness. Popsicles also come with a complimentary discussion about life insurance and protecting your family from a licensed accidental life insurance agent. Samples are free, and if they're really tasty, some are available for purchase. 1 to 5 p.m. Free. 
National Independence Day Parade
Step lively: Instead of taking a straight shot down Constitution Avenue between Seventh and 17th streets NW this year, the marching bands, floats, giant balloons, dance and flag teams, military groups and equestrian units will begin at Third Street and Pennsylvania Avenue NW, proceed down Third to Independence Avenue SW, and then turn west on Independence Avenue to finish at 12th Street SW. Viewers are welcome to bring chairs and stools and set up along the route. Parade begins at 10:30 a.m. Third Street and Pennsylvania Avenue NW to 12th Street and Independence Avenue SW. 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free.
Pop of Color Art Exhibit at Space Between Gallery
Why not enjoy an art exhibit before heading out to see the fireworks? A temporary installment will be on display at the Space Between Gallery, a women-run art collective with art by Nashville-based Kaylan Lemon, Courtney Rapanick, and 10 other D.C.-based artists and vendors, with music from curated music playing through the night. The gallery specializes in the intersection between art and sound, and they'll be doing just that in a hyperlocal art scene. 4 to 8 p.m. Free.
Elbridge Gerry: America 250 Commemoration at Congressional Cemetery
Elbridge Gerry is not the best known of the Founding Fathers, but the Massachusetts native signed the Declaration of Independence, attended the Constitutional Convention and was James Madison's vice president. (He also lent his name to the political practice of gerrymandering.) Gerry is also both the only vice president and the only signer of the Declaration to be buried in D.C. A July Fourth ceremony at his tomb at Congressional Cemetery includes a patriotic tribute and wreath laying, remarks and the unveiling of an interpretive sign. A tour of graves of Revolutionary War soldiers follows, with visitors invited to place flags at veterans' graves. 10 a.m. to noon. Congressional Cemetery, 1801 E St. SE. congressionalcemetery.org. Free, RSVP requested.
'What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?' at the Frederick Douglass National Historic Site
In one of his most famous speeches, at an Independence Day celebration in 1852, abolitionist and author Frederick Douglass asked, "What, to the American slave, is your Fourth of July?" Poet and historian Nathan Richardson will deliver that speech to begin the July Fourth commemoration at Cedar Hill, Douglass's Anacostia home. The event also features student winners of the Frederick Douglass Oratorical Contest reciting Douglass's words, a public reading of the Declaration of Independence and free tours of Cedar Hill. 10 a.m. Free.
Soccer on the big screen at the FIFA World Cup Fan Zone
Prefer to celebrate soccer on the Fourth? Head to the World Cup Fan Zone on the Mall between Third and Fourth streets for an outdoor viewing party. It opens at noon, with round-of-16 matches kicking off at 1 and 5 p.m. Note to casual fans: The U.S. team will not be playing. Noon to 8 p.m. freedom250.org. Free, registration recommended. (Note: The Fan Zone will be open through July 19.)
Capitol Hill Fourth of July Parade and Watermelon Festival
The U.S. Marine Drum and Bugle Corps leads the 23rd annual Capitol Hill Fourth of July Parade down Barracks Row, followed by marching bands, local politicians, community and school groups, dancers, pets and floats from local businesses. New this year: a Barracks Row Watermelon Festival, with watermelon carving, a cannoli-eating contest and music from the Too Much Talent Band. The park around the Eastern Market Metro station features live jazz and family activities such as face painting. The parade begins at 10 a.m. at Eighth Street and I Street SE. Free.
Hometown Celebration in Great Falls
The Fourth of July Hometown Celebration in Great Falls is the epitome of a small-town holiday party. The day begins at 8 a.m. with a 5K fun run and walk around the community. That's followed at 8:30 by the Little Patriots Parade on the village green -- think small children in costumes being pulled in decorated strollers, vying to win such titles as "Miss Betsy Ross," "Young George Washington" or "Best Curly Hair." The main parade gets underway at 10, with vintage fire trucks, antique cars, riders on horseback, dogs and floats decorated by local businesses and organizations. This year, there's a special 250th anniversary car show, featuring some of the cars from the parade. A music festival on the village green begins at 12:30 p.m. with two live bands, games, inflatables and a hot dog eating contest. July 4 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
World Cup Cookout at Buddy's
Watching the World Cup doesn't have to mean squeezing into a packed sports bar. Buddy's in Columbia Heights is taking the games outside with a Fourth of July cookout featuring burgers, ribs, Maryland blue crabs, beer buckets and holiday drink specials while Saturday's matches play. Team USA fan or not, everyone's invited. 2 to 7 p.m. Free.
60th Palisades Fourth of July Parade and picnic
If you need proof that D.C. can feel like a collection of small towns, let us introduce you to the Palisades Fourth of July Parade. Anyone can register to join the 60-year-old parade on MacArthur Boulevard in upper Northwest, so you'll find families pulling decorated wagons, neighbors on bikes, vintage cars, costumed dogs, firefighters, elementary school groups and local politicians marching and waving. (Yes, you can still sign up on July 4.) Once the parade passes, head to Palisades Park for a free community celebration with hot dogs, watermelons, bouncy houses, face painting and glitter tattoos. The parade begins at 11 a.m. at MacArthur Boulevard and Whitehaven Parkway NW. The picnic begins at noon. Free.
'We Sing America' at Planet Word
Why just watch Fourth of July performances when you can be part of them? Planet Word Museum and D.C. NPR affiliate WAMU have teamed up for a musical festival. Join "Morning Edition" host Esther Ciammachilli -- a former singing gondolier in Las Vegas -- and a band for an afternoon of sing-alongs of folk songs, American classics and civil rights anthems. 1 to 2:30 p.m. Free.
Fourth at the Wharf
The Wharf is going country for the Fourth, with seven country bands performing across four stages, including Melissa Quinn Fox, Shane Gamble and the Pawnshop Hearts, and a headlining performance by the Chris Ryan Band. Games and outdoor bars are available in different parts of the neighborhood, plus World Cup games are playing on an outdoor screen. A VIP ticket includes access to the Dockmaster Building overlooking the main stage, drink tickets and snacks. The concert wraps up just before the fireworks begin on the Mall. 5 to 9 p.m. Free; $60 VIP.
'Sweet Land of Legacy' at the Anacostia Community Museum
Join the Anacostia Community Museum for an old-fashioned ice cream social for families, who can discuss and share memories of their favorite Independence Day traditions before creating an ice cream-themed craft. Noon to 3 p.m. Free.
July 4 Shaw restaurant cookouts
Spirits are high in Shaw on the Fourth of July, with multiple restaurants near the intersection of Ninth and U streets getting festive. American Ice Company's annual Crab Crack offers steamed blue crabs by the dozen or half-dozen with steamed shrimp and hushpuppies, beginning at noon. Admission is first-come, first-served. 
Decorated cocktail destination Service Bar is turning to a backyard cookout theme, with burgers, hot dogs and BBQ chicken from 2 to 8 p.m., with food priced a la carte -- and plenty of drinks available.
DC9 is opening its rooftop for hot dogs, cold beer and terrific burgers from 3 to 8 p.m. Admission is free, and a platter includes a burger or hot dogs, two sides and a slice of watermelon for $12, which, in this economy, sounds like a steal.
Afrobeats and Wine Festival at Union Market
Wine and Afrobeats come together at Union Market this weekend with an all-day festival featuring DJs including DJ PSmoov and K Meta, plus live performances from Anguesomo and Ayo. Vintners will take guests through a curated list of Black-owned wine vendors and can grab Afrocentric dishes from local food trucks and stop by hookah vendors throughout the day. The dress code is "Afro Chique" and semiformal, so expect patterned dresses, skirts and bold looks. Ticket options range from general admission to wine tastings and large group tables. Noon to 9 p.m. $65-$800.
Her New Knife at the Fridge
On its latest single, "Pagan Poetry," Her New Knife evokes images of dark currents, black lilies and blueprints of pleasure on an ambient love song. The song serves as a gently dipped toe in the murky waters that the shoegaze four-piece swims in. Formed in Tallahassee but now based in the friendlier confines -- at least for underground music -- of Philly, the band is propulsive, noisy and loud as hell. 6 p.m. $19.55.
Celebrate America 250 at Tudor Place
Tudor Place might not be as old as America, but the historic Georgetown estate has been around for more than two centuries. Explore its special exhibition, "Founding Fortunes: The Estate Sale of Martha Washington," or have a picnic in the half-acre garden on Monday afternoon. This rare chance to visit on a Monday includes art activities and walk-though tours. 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free; $5 suggested donation.
Bricknasty at DC9
You'd be forgiven for not expecting an Irish trio with a masked front man and the name Bricknasty to be so smooth. On its latest release, the "Black's Law" mixtape, the iconoclastic Dublin group dabbles in neo-soul, R&B classicism, and all types of electronic and hip-hop beats. Latin prayers duet with violins, and Irish folk songs mutate into dance tracks. The songs are shaped by the stress and strife in the band's hometown, the Dublin neighborhood of Ballymun, that might make some reach for a knife, as on the deceptively soothing "Go Get That Blade." 8 p.m. $25.75-$31.93.
National Harbor's Kids Day on the Plaza 
National Harbor rolls out the red carpet for kids every Tuesday morning this summer with its Kids Day on the Plaza programming. A different activity is featured each week, all with a beautiful Potomac River view as a backdrop. WHUT, Howard University's television station, hosts special "Retro PBS Kids"-themed mornings throughout the summer, and while it's worth reading the entire schedule, July 7 sounds particularly intriguing for book lovers. Inspired by classic children's TV series "Reading Rainbow," National Harbor is scheduling a community read-a-thon complete with free book giveaways and members of the Howard University women's basketball team enlisted as special guest readers. Want to stick around afterward and go for a ride? The Capital Wheel is offering a special "Kids Day" deal on Tuesday, with a free child ticket with the purchase of an adult ticket. Through Aug. 25. 10:30 a.m. Free.
D.C. Punk Archive Summer Rooftop Shows
What's more punk than the public library? Absolutely nothing. Bed Maker, featuring D.C. punk veteran Amanda MacKaye, joins Buko Buko and Pinkhouse to kick off the D.C. Library's annual summer rooftop concert series at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library. Enjoy the evening weather with loud music and friendly vibes at an all-ages show. 6 to 8:30 p.m. Free.
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