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    US demands Iran publicly state that Strait of Hormuz is open and Tehran won't attack ships anymore




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man waves an Iranian flag during funeral ceremonies for slain Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and members of his family at Imam Khomeini Mosalla Grand Mosque in Tehran, Iran, Sunday, July 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. is demanding that Iran make a public statement saying the Strait of Hormuz is open and that ships crossing the vital corridor won't be attacked anymore, senior U.S. officials said Friday, adding that internal Tehran power struggles have made it difficult to reach and keep a deal.
The U.S. officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity to describe to reporters the state of play with Iran, said the resumption of strikes this week came after what they described as a rogue faction of Iranian hard-liners trying to sabotage the ceasefire between Tehran and Washington.
It comes as U.S. President Donald Trump reiterated on social media Friday that he views the interim ceasefire deal as "OVER!" But he said the U.S. would continue talks aimed at putting a permanent end to the war. 
The officials said Friday that Trump is giving U.S. negotiators limited time to reach a deal with Iran, but, in a sign of the challenges ahead, they underscored that the president had a wide range of options if talks fall apart. They also said a power struggle was playing out in real time in Iran after U.S. and Israeli strikes at the start of the war killed its longtime leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

    
Iran says it wants to control Strait of Hormuz 'exclusively'
The U.S. is working on pressing Iran to make a public statement that the Strait of Hormuz, a vital waterway for world energy markets, is open and free to ships to transit, the officials said. 
On a call with reporters, the officials suggested that leaders in Iran even told their U.S. counterparts that the ship strikes were a mistake and the country hoped to continue negotiations despite that.



    
        




    




Trump didn't care that the firing on ships came from a hard-line faction and responded with more powerful counterattacks, showing Iran that there would be consequences no matter who was behind it, the officials said. 

    
But moments before the U.S. officials spoke, Tehran's diplomat at the United Nations told reporters that any activity in the Strait of Hormuz, including its opening or demining operations, "rests exclusively with Iran."

    
        
    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A portrait of the late Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and an Iranian flag are displayed in the window of a bookstore ahead of Khamenei's funeral ceremonies, in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, July 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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"Any attempt, by external actors, to interfere with or establish a power arrangement would violate the (interim deal), and undermine its implementation, delay the restoration of normal commercial navigation, jeopardize maritime safety, and increase regional tensions," Ambassador Amir Saeid Iravani said outside the U.N. Security Council.
Iran has said the strait must now be under its sole control and that vessels should begin to pay fees to Tehran -- even though the world for decades has considered it an international waterway. About a fifth of all traded oil and natural gas passed through the strait before the war began.
Iran's grip on the strait during the conflict led to a global energy crisis, though oil prices have sharply dropped since wartime highs of $120 a barrel. 

    
        
    
Any nuclear deal will require Iran to turn over enriched material
The U.S. officials said to reporters Friday that any deal on Iran's nuclear program would require Tehran to turn over its stockpile of highly enriched uranium. If the U.S. does not reach a deal with Iran to turn over its nuclear material, it has military options to ensure that it remains buried underground forever, the officials said. They did not detail those options.

    
The highly enriched material that could potentially be used to make a nuclear weapon is believed to be buried after strikes the U.S. launched on Iran last summer. Iran says its nuclear program is intended for peaceful purposes.
The officials said they would never reach a nuclear deal with Iran if it would not first abide by terms of the ceasefire deal and stop renewed attacks on ships in the Strait of Hormuz.
That struggle underscores the long-term challenges the Trump administration faces in the wake of the war it started and expected to wrap up months ago. Trump in late February broke off talks with Iran over its nuclear program and launched the military campaign, saying he was taking the action because Tehran was attempting to rebuild its program and develop long-range missiles.
He faces political pressure in the U.S. to bring the conflict and its economic impact to a close and avoid the kind of prolonged Middle East conflict he had campaigned against.

    
Unclaimed strikes came after US ended its attacks
No one claimed responsibility Friday for airstrikes that hit Iran after the U.S. said it finished its attacks, leaving questions about who else may be targeting the Islamic Republic. 
On Friday, Iranian state media quoted Esmail Kousari, a member of the Iranian parliament's national security committee and a former commander in the paramilitary Revolutionary Guard, as warning the UAE would "pay the price for its cooperation with the United States." He accused the Emirates of having a "behind-the-scenes" role in the recent U.S. attacks. 
U.S. Central Command spokesperson Capt. Tim Hawkins said there were "no operational updates" after Trump's pronouncement about the ceasefire. 
Gulf Arab states, which Iran has targeted repeatedly since the war began Feb. 28, did not immediately respond to requests for comment Friday about the strikes. Israel, which took part in the Iran war, also has not claimed any recent attacks on Iran. 
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The strikes Thursday, just as Iran prepared to bury the late Khamenei, hit areas across southern Iran. The country's theocracy hasn't directly blamed anyone, though one lawmaker warned the United Arab Emirates about allegedly providing support to the U.S. campaign against Iran. 
Iran responded to the strikes Thursday by launching a wider volley of attacks across the Mideast, targeting Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait and Qatar. One person was reportedly hurt in Kuwait as air defense systems targeted the incoming fire across the region. 
Mediators and allies regroup after strikes
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi plans to discuss the strait with his Omani counterpart at a meeting Saturday in Oman, Iran's state-run IRNA news agency said. Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan told his country's state broadcaster TRT that he believed "a solution can be reached" this weekend between Iran and Oman, which lie on opposite sides of the narrow waterway.
The U.S. continues to urge mariners to travel on a southern route through Oman's territorial waters to avoid Iran.
The leader of the UAE, Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, traveled to Kuwait immediately after the Iranian attack for a meeting with the small, oil-rich nation's ruling emir. Gulf Arab countries also held calls with Qatar's foreign minister. He has been deeply involved, along with Pakistan, in mediating Iran-U.S. talks.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Commercial vessels are seen in the Strait of Hormuz off Bandar Abbas, Iran, Tuesday, June 30, 2026. (Amirhosein Khorgooi/ISNA via AP)]
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Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said he spoke separately Friday with Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian and with Qatar's ruling emir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, and stressed to both the need for restraint and diplomacy.
Israel's government said Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu spoke with Trump on Thursday night, with Trump updating Netanyahu "on American moves in the Gulf." 
Israel Katz, Israel's defense minister, also renewed threats that his nation stood ready to confront Iran if needed.
"If we will have to return, we will return with even greater force," Katz told a military ceremony. 
___

Associated Press writers Konstantin Toropin in Washington and Farnoush Amiri in New York contributed to this report. Gambrell reported from Dubai, United Arab Emirates. 
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[image: Britain's King Charles III, Princess Anne, Prince William and Prince Harry follow Queen Elizabeth II's coffin at St. George's Chapel at Windsor Castle, Windsor, England, on Sept. 19, 2022. (Henry Nicholls/Pool via AP, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Britain's King Charles III, Princess Anne, Prince William and Prince Harry follow Queen Elizabeth II's coffin at St. George's Chapel at Windsor Castle, Windsor, England, on Sept. 19, 2022. (Henry Nicholls/Pool via AP, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            DANICA KIRKA and BRIAN MELLEY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        LONDON (AP) -- King Charles III hosted Prince Harry and met with his family for the first time in years Friday as they try to repair a rift that has persisted since his youngest son and wife quit royal life and moved to America six years ago.
Harry, Meghan and their two children, Prince Archie and Princess Lilibet, met with the king and Queen Camilla at Highgrove House, a country estate west of London, Buckingham Palace confirmed.
The Duke of Sussex had arrived Monday in his homeland for a number of charity events that were overshadowed by speculation of whether he would meet with his father.
British tabloids and news broadcasts were filled with speculation about whether Meghan, Duchess of Sussex, would accompany him and, more importantly, whether they would bring their two children so they can finally get to know Grandpa Charles.
However, the monarch's schedule is often years in the making, with events penciled in long before they take place. An opportunity to hold such a meeting would have been fleeting, particularly because the children would need to return to school in the fall and because they live in California.
The wish to seize the moment fueled tensions between Harry and royal officials earlier this week. That was highlighted by embarrassing scenes when royal officials first invited Harry to stay at Buckingham Palace, then rescinded the offer after the prince didn't accept it in a timely manner.

    
Harry's visit also coincided with him losing his final lawsuit in his quest to tame the British tabloids. A judge ruled that he failed to prove his privacy invasion claims against the publisher of the Daily Mail.



    
        




    




His legal battles have been a source of friction with his family, however. Harry has said he wants to reconcile with his 77-year-old father, who is being treated for an undisclosed form of cancer. 

    
        
    
Harry and Charles met briefly for a cup of tea in September during a short visit in London, the first time they'd seen each other in well over a year.
But the prince has also wanted his children to see the monarch, whom they first met during celebrations for the late Queen Elizabeth II's Platinum Jubilee in 2022. 

    
The royal children, Archie, 7, and Lilibet, 5, are now old enough to remember meeting their grandfather, and will certainly hope for pictures with the king, though the event was deemed private and no images will be publicly released. 

    
        
    
Tensions within the House of Windsor have heightened ever since Harry and Meghan gave up their royal duties and moved to California to pursue lucrative media deals, free from the pressures of royal life in London.
They reached a new low after Harry published an explosive memoir that included unflattering depictions of the royal family and damning allegations of a toxic relationship between the monarchy and the press.
Harry's description of royals leaking information about other family members in exchange for positive coverage of themselves is just one of the tawdry allegations in his book, "Spare." The prince was especially scathing about Camilla, accusing her of feeding private conversations to the media as she sought to rehabilitate her image after her longtime affair with Charles when he was heir to the throne.
After losing a court battle over his security issue last year, Harry said he hoped to rebuild relations with his family, even as he suggested that the royals had sought to prevent him from receiving police protection to punish him for walking away from royal duties. 

    

"I would love reconciliation with my family. There's no point in continuing to fight anymore," Harry told the BBC. "I don't know how much longer my father has."
The visit Friday is a step toward mending those fences.
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[image: The Ryanair desk is seen, Aug. 10, 2018, at the Barajas airport in Madrid, Spain. (AP Photo/Paul White, File)]
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                                        THESSALONIKI, Greece (AP) -- Fellow passengers pulled back a man who was partially sucked out of a dislodged airplane window on Friday, a few minutes after takeoff on a flight from northern Greece to Germany. The plane subsequently returned to the airport in Greece.
The incident happened on a morning flight from the northern Greek city of Thessaloniki to Memmingen, near Munich, operated by Malta Air, a subsidiary of Ryanair, Europe's largest budget carrier. 
Ryanair said in a statement the flight "returned to Thessaloniki shortly after takeoff when a passenger window dislodged in-flight."
The 61-year-old passenger, who was not identified by name, suffered neck and shoulder injuries and friction burns, according to a Greek hospital official who spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly to the media. 
It was not immediately clear if the injured passenger remained in hospital later Friday.

    
Passengers told Greek media that they heard a loud bang, oxygen masks dropped and the plane began to lose altitude.
One passenger, identified only as Christina, told Radio Thessaloniki that some passengers panicked and screamed and that one passenger was partially sucked out of the window.
"His whole head, neck, shoulders" were pulled out of the window, she said, adding that those seated near him pulled him back in.



    
        




    




"Most people had fallen asleep, we had closed our eyes. We heard a sound, I'd describe it like a tire bursting ... but very loud," she said. "We knew straight away we lost pressure because we lost altitude."
She said there were "screams, shrieks, shouting."

    
        
    
The airline has not said what caused the window to dislodge, but the U.S. National Transportation Safety Board said it was notified that the flight turned back because of "a right engine issue and cabin decompression." 
Ryanair did not immediately respond to an email request seeking comment on the engine issue.
The NTSB, the U.S. federal agency that investigates aviation and other major transportation incidents, said it was standing by to assist the investigation. It said the probe will be led by the Aircraft Accident and Incident Investigation Committee of the Republic of North Macedonia, which under international aviation rules takes the lead because the incident occurred in that country's airspace. 

    
The agency in North Macedonia, which borders Greece to the north, did not immediately respond to an emailed request for comment.

    
        
    
A series of short videos recorded from inside the plane and shared by Radio Thessaloniki showed passengers wearing oxygen masks after the cabin lost pressure. Another appeared to show the blown-out window, with a man seated nearby wearing an oxygen mask. A third video, apparently filmed after the aircraft landed, showed first responders working in the aisle.
Shye Gilad, a former airline pilot who teaches at Georgetown University's business school in the United States, said the incident underscored the importance of keeping seatbelts fastened while seated. A rapid decompression can create a brief but powerful suction effect near a breach in the cabin before the cabin's pressure stabilizes, he said.
"The seatbelt can help in those first few seconds. It's a difference maker and people should keep their seatbelts fastened at all times," Gilad said, adding that events such as Friday's incident are "a very rare" because "it takes a lot to breach a cabin."

    
The aircraft was a Boeing 737-800, which can seat up to 189 passengers. The narrow-body plane was delivered new to Ryanair in 2008, according to flight-tracking site Flightradar24.
Flight records show that the aircraft climbed past 15,000 feet (4,570 meters) about six minutes after departure and then immediately descended to about 6,000 feet (1,830 meters) "to burn fuel for 30 minutes" before returning to Thessaloniki about an hour after taking off, Flightradar24 said.

The plane landed normally and passengers returned to the terminal, and one passenger requested and received medical assistance on the ground in Thessaloniki, the airline said in a statement. A replacement aircraft was later provided to fly the passengers to Germany.
___
Yamat, AP's airlines and travel writer, reported from Las Vegas.
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    Family of Mississippi teen who died after July 4 trip call for transparency and deeper investigation




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Christine Wonsley, mother of Nolan Xavier Wells, reacts as she speaks during a news conference at National Action Network headquarters, Friday, July 10, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)]
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[image: Elmore Wonsley, father of Nolan Xavier Wells, speaks during a news conference at National Action Network headquarters, Friday, July 10, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)]
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[image: Ben Crump, civil rights attorney, speaks during a news conference with Christine and Elmore Wonsley, parents of Nolan Xavier Wells, at National Action Network headquarters, Friday, July 10, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The family of a Mississippi 18-year-old who was found dead after a July 4 boat trip with friends to an island off the Gulf Coast called for a thorough and transparent investigation during a news conference Friday with the Rev. Al Sharpton, saying many of the details they're discovering don't add up.
Civil rights lawyer Ben Crump, who was retained by the family of Nolan Xavier Wells earlier this week, has said the family has concerns about the investigation and planned to conduct an independent autopsy. Wells travelled by boat to Horn Island, Mississippi, on July 4 with a group of friends, but did not make the return trip with them that afternoon. His body was found early Monday morning, more than a day later.
While Jackson County Sheriff's Office officials said investigators don't suspect foul play in the Black college student's death, the sheriff has asked for any witnesses or people with video from the popular beach island about 7 miles (11.27 kilometers) off the coast of Mississippi to come forward to help shed light on the moments before Wells' disappearance and death.
Wells' death has galvanized the Black community. Actor and producer Tyler Perry is helping pay for Wells' funeral, former NFL quarterback Colin Kaepernick is helping pay for his independent autopsy and filmmaker Spike Lee showed up to the news conference to show support for Wells' family.
Wells, who would have turned 19 next month, attended Southwest Mississippi Community College, where he played wide receiver on the football team. His family members have raised concerns, saying they've seen video of a fight allegedly involving their son, and saying that as an elite athlete he was able to swim.

    
Wells was left without his phone or keys, lawyers say
Attorneys said Friday that the friends who left Wells on the island took his phone and keys when they departed. Crump said Wells' family used an app to track his phone, and a friend went to where it was on land to pick it up. 
"What teenager would leave their phone behind if they're going to stay on this island? What teenager wouldn't take their phone? It's not adding up at all," Crump said.



    
        




    




He added that the family believes text messages from social media apps had been deleted from his phone when they got it back, and they plan to employ experts to try to retrieve all the data they can.
A photo posted to social media, allegedly from the boat ride to the island, shows Wells with his arms around three white, male friends. Speculation and suspicion about the teen's death have been rampant online, as people grapple with the state's history of racial tension and what it means to be a Black person in a majority white space.

    
        
    
Wells' mother, Christine Wonsley, looked to the sky several times as lawyers spoke Friday, to hold back tears. When she spoke, she said this was not how she wanted the world to know her son.

    
Wonsley said they had taught him about history, but he was a peacemaker who didn't like division, and wanted everyone to be included. 
"We just wanna know what happened," she said, through tears. "And why our baby didn't come home."

    
        
    
Family demands thorough investigation into Wells' death
Crump called for a thorough investigation, saying to law enforcement, "They want to know that you have not taken the path of least resistance."
"If the roles were reversed and you had three young Black men on a boat with a young white man and that young white man ended up dead, what kind of investigation would be conducted by the Mississippi law enforcement officials? How many times would those three young Black men be interrogated?" he added.
It's the second case that Crump has taken on in the state in recent months. He also was recently retained by the family of a Mississippi 1-year-old who was killed when police fired into a moving car.

    
Jackson County Sheriff John Ledbetter said earlier this week that Wells' mother had called to report him missing around midnight into the morning of July 5. Crews from multiple local and state agencies began an extensive search Sunday of the island and surrounding waters. His body was recovered early Monday, family members confirmed. 
An official autopsy was conducted Tuesday, though officials have said it could be weeks before results are released. Ledbetter said Wells' friends were cooperating with the investigation.

    
"From the people we've talked to, it sounds like he chose to stay on the island with the assumption that he was going to ride back to the mainland with someone else," Ledbetter told The Associated Press earlier this week.
Crump and Wells' family said some of those details didn't seem to add up either, saying from the videos they had seen Wells was one of, if not the only, Black person on the island where there were around 200 people celebrating the holiday. They said the girl the friends said Wells was speaking to gave a different story about him leaving with those friends. They raised questions about why no one would have given him a ride home if he chose to stay.

"If he's drowning, nobody sees him drown? Nobody offers assistance? Nobody tries to help? I mean, obviously he stands out. I think he's the only Black person I saw when I'm looking at the videos," Crump said.

    
___
AP reporter Jake Offenhartz contributed to this report.
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    Detainees tell their lawyer an ICE officer shot a Houston driver through a passenger window




                    

                

            
    
        
    
        
            
                
            
        
        
        


    


        
            
                
                    A U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement officer fatally shot Lorenzo Salgado Araujo, a Mexican national who lived in the U.S. for decades, as the homebuilder drove his construction crew to a Houston job site. (AP Production: Marissa Duhaney)
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- Three men inside a van who witnessed the fatal shooting of the driver by an immigration officer in Houston said the Mexican man was shot through a passenger window and that the officer was never threatened, a lawyer who has spoken with them said Friday.
The shooting Tuesday during an attempted traffic stop by Immigration and Customs Enforcement officers in Houston has revived critical voices deriding the Trump administration's immigration crackdown and how ICE operates. Immigration arrests around the country recently surged to 10,000 over a five-day period, fueled in part by massive Congressional funding.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People march through the streets during a vigil for Lorenzo Salgado Araujo, a Mexican national fatally shot by a federal immigration agent a day prior, Wednesday, July 8, 2026, in Houston. (AP Photo/Mark Felix)]
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The Department of Homeland Security, which oversees ICE, has released no evidence to support the officer's story that Lorenzo Salgado Araujo ignored their commands and rammed into an ICE vehicle with his white van, or that the officer fired in self-defense.
Democratic U.S. Rep. Sylvia Garcia has said the acting director of ICE told her officers thought someone in the van, but not Salgado Araujo, had a final order of removal but did not share a name.

    
The officers were not wearing body cameras and neither ICE nor DHS have released photos, videos or other evidence from the scene.
The men tell an attorney that the ICE story is untrue

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A photograph of Lorenzo Salgado Araujo is passed to the front during a news conference Wednesday, July 8, 2026, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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Salgado Araujo was a 52-year-old homebuilder who was shot and killed as he was driving his crew to a construction site. His family said he had lived in the U.S. for more than 35 years, had no criminal record and was close to finishing the long process of obtaining legal status when he was killed.



    
        




    




ICE detained the other three men in the van and they all told a lawyer that no officer was in front of the van or even in danger.
"After speaking with these men, I have no doubt that what they're saying is the truth. I know that these agents -- the agency -- is going to try to cover it up," attorney Hugo Balderas-Ibarra said during a news conference.

    
        
    
Images of the van after the shooting appear to show no damage, he said. 

    
ICE has not released the names of the detained men, but family members said they have been able to briefly talk with them. Salgado Araujo's brother was among those arrested.
Garcia said at the same news conference it was unsurprising that Salgado Araujo drove off when ICE tried to stop his vehicle, given that their vehicles were unmarked and had no lights.

    
        
    
"What would you do if you were being followed by someone and the cars were unmarked?" Garcia said.
Salgado Araujo was at least the eighth person to die during the Trump administration's immigration enforcement campaign. No immigration officers have been charged in the killings and video footage in several previous shootings has contradicted the accounts of federal officers.
The detained men say ICE is pressuring them to self-deport
ICE is pressuring the men to self-deport, which would make it harder for them to share their version of events with investigators or others, said Juana Degollado, who said her stepfather Daniel Tirado Pantoja is among the detained men. She said he has no legal permission to live in the U.S. but has no criminal record.
"It is extremely important that we preserve the integrity of this investigation," Balderas-Ibarra said. "That will all be out the window if they are deported."

    
DHS said allegations that the men have been pressured to leave the country are "categorically false."
DHS said Thursday that officers investigating a tip weeks earlier saw two white vans at the address of a target. While heading to that address Tuesday, officers saw a white van and someone inside who resembled the person they were looking for, the department said in a statement.
"No one in that van had warrants or any legal problem," Degollado told The Associated Press in a text message.
ICE refuses to release officer's name or other information
DHS said it will not release the officer's name because they could face threats and violence and their family could be at risk.
DHS also has not responded to requests for other information, including how long the officer has worked for ICE or whether anyone involved in the shooting is on administrative leave.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Neighbors cheer as marchers walk past during a vigil for Lorenzo Salgado Araujo, a Mexican national fatally shot by a federal immigration agent a day prior, Wednesday, July 8, 2026, in Houston. (AP Photo/Mark Felix)]
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Unlike some previous deaths involving federal immigration officers, few photos or videos surrounding the shooting have emerged publicly in the days since Salgado Araujo's death.
The League of United Latin American Citizens offered a $5,000 reward for video or other evidence, but the positions of the vehicles means surveillance cameras in the area were blocked from recording the shooting, CEO Juan Proano said.

    
Local prosecutors are talking to witnesses
Local prosecutors were not invited into the investigation by federal officials but have spent the past three days in the Houston neighborhood looking for surveillance footage and talking to witnesses, Harris County District Attorney Sean Teare said.
Teare said anyone with video or other information must share it with his office so the truth about the shooting can be determined.
"We will go to the ends of the earth to collect all the evidence, so that we can eventually let the public know what happened," Teare said.

    
The FBI is tightly controlling the evidence in the case, but Houston Mayor John Whitmire said he wants a local independent investigation and the police chief will meet with federal investigators next week to see what can be done.
"We recognize that it is a federal police agency that was out of control Tuesday morning," Whitmire said.
Houston police do not work with ICE and the mayor said he found out about the shooting from the media.
Salgado Araujo's family said they found out he was dead through the ICE statement instead of directly from the agency. Garcia said officers kept his belongings and sent him to the hospital where he died without including his name.
___

Brook reported from New Orleans and Foley from Iowa City, Iowa. Associated Press reporters Valerie Gonzalez in McAllen, Texas; Rebecca Santana in Washington; and Jeffrey Collins in Columbia, South Carolina, contributed.
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    Trump will let bipartisan housing bill become law without signing in protest over GOP voter ID law




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks with reporters in flight on Air Force One after landing at U.S. Air Force Base at RAF Mildenhall, in Suffolk, Eastern England, Wednesday, July 8, 2026. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump will let the bipartisan housing bill approved by Congress become law without his signature, saying Friday that he was refusing to put his name on it because of the little progress made in passing a strict voter ID bill that he has been pushing.
"I will not sign the Housing Bill, which has been fully approved by Congress and sent to the White House, in PROTEST over the fact that the United States Senate is not capable of passing THE SAVE AMERICA ACT," Trump posted on social media.
Trump had 10 days until the Friday deadline to sign the bill, issue a veto, or allow the measure to take effect without his signature. He has chosen to let the measure become law without his express approval, undercutting his administration's claims that he considers it a priority to combat inflation.
Trump's rejection of the bipartisan housing legislation exacerbates tensions with his own party in a midterm election year and cuts short their efforts to address a key voter concern about rising costs. His post comes more than a week after he canceled plans to sign the bipartisan legislation, announcing he was using it as leverage in his push for a strict voter ID bill.
The 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act aims to lower the cost of housing and spur more home construction. It's the broadest federal effort in decades to address America's housing affordability problems, as state and local regulations have made it difficult to build in many of the communities that are also sources of job growth and economic opportunity. White House economists estimated earlier this year a national shortage of 10 million homes and the bill could help to close a portion of that gap.

    
But Trump called the bill "a yawn" and "so unimportant" compared to legislation that would require proof of citizenship for all voters.



    
        




    




He surprised Republican lawmakers on June 24, when, shortly before a planned signing ceremony at the Capitol, he announced he would not approve the bill until lawmakers first passed the voting legislation.

    
        
    
That bill, the SAVE America Act, doesn't have enough Republican support to pass.

    
House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., said after submitting the housing bill to the White House that he told Trump he should get the "fattest black marker you have, and sign your name really big on that."
"I hope he does sign it," Johnson told reporters at the time. "If he doesn't, it's still law. We'll still celebrate it."
He said he also understood Trump was trying to make a point that the elections bill is the top priority. "And I think he's making it very effectively," Johnson said.
Still, Trump's decision not to sign the bill gave Democrats an opening to criticize him on the issue of affordability.
"His priorities couldn't be clearer: higher cost for families and more power for himself," Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer said on X.
The housing bill passed the Senate on an 85-5 vote and the House approved it with an 358-32 vote.
That legislation seeks to cut federal housing rules, slim-down environmental reviews, make it faster to build homes and limit the ability of corporations to buy single-family homes.
The bill does not address all of the causes of the country's housing woes, including a shortage of construction workers, climbing insurance costs and wages that have not risen fast enough for renters and buyers.

    
But the bill has drawn support from the real estate industry and housing advocates.

The U.S. housing market has been a driver of recent affordability challenges as skyrocketing prices have kept aspiring buyers out of the market. The National Association of Realtors said Thursday that the median sales price increased 1.8% in June from a year earlier to $440,600, an all-time high on data going back to 1999.
___
Associated Press reporter Kevin Freking contributed to this report.
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    Donald Trump ousts election commission members in latest push to reshape US voting process
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            President Donald Trump has ousted members of a bipartisan federal election commission charged with assisting state and local election officials by distributing grants, testing voting systems, and maintaining national voter registration forms. (AP Video by Nathan Ellgren)
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[image: Voters head to the polls at the Enterprise Library in Las Vegas, Nov. 6, 2018. (AP Photo/Joe Buglewicz, File)]
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[image: Commissioner Thomas Hicks takes a picture during the U.S. Election Assistance Commission Standards Board in-person public meeting, April 24, 2025, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson, File)]
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[image: Mark Earley, Leon County supervisor of elections, right, shows Don Palmer, of the federal election assistance commission, the sample ballot for the Tuesday primary, March 12, 2020 in Tallahassee, Fla. (AP Photo/Steve Cannon, File)]
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[image: A meeting goer arrives for a U.S. Election Assistance Commission Standards Board in-person public meeting, April 24, 2025, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson, File)]
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                                        President Donald Trump has ousted members of a bipartisan federal election commission that resisted his efforts to require would-be voters to document their U.S. citizenship before registering. 
The White House on Friday confirmed the executive action against members of the Election Assistance Commission, which distributes federal grants to states, oversees the testing of voting systems and maintains the national voter registration form. 
Though the move likely won't have major effects on the November midterms, it's the latest instance of the Republican president trying to exert White House influence over how U.S. elections are conducted, and it's the first test of his newly expanded presidential power after the Supreme Court ruled recently that the president can fire members of independent agency boards without cause. 
"The President, and head of the Executive Branch, reserves the right to remove individuals that may not be totally aligned with the important task of securing America's elections and ensuring every legal vote is counted. The Slaughter decision gives the President precedence to do so," said a White House statement to AP. 
The president removed the four-seat commission's two Democratic members, Thomas Hicks and Benjamin Hovland. The panel's Republican member, Christy McCormick resigned. Former Republican commissioner Donald Palmer already had left his post voluntarily earlier this year. The changes were first reported by VoteBeat, a news outlet that covers elections and voting across the U.S,

    
Trump has repeatedly tried to reshape voting regulations, even though the U.S. Constitution grants control of elections to the states and not the president. Citing that separation of powers, courtshaveblocked most of Trump's two executive orders that sought to reshape voting. Trump has also launched an investigation of his 2020 loss, which he continues to falsely insist was due to fraud, and this week his administration threatened states if they did not try to purge what federal officials believe are noncitizens from their voter rolls.



    
        




    




Still, Trump has largely been powerless to change election processes through executive fiat and David Becker, a former Department of Justice attorney who runs the Center for Election Innovation & Research, said his purge of the EAC wouldn't alter that. 
"This doesn't really change anything about how our elections will be run, and how states are successfully ensuring secure, convenient, safe elections," Becker wrote on the social media site BlueSky Friday morning.

    
        
    
Critics accuse Trump of damaging voters' trust 
On Capitol Hill, the leading Democrats with election oversight responsibility said Trump, rather than bolstering U.S. election integrity, is further politicizing the voting process. 
"President Trump is trying to dismantle yet another independent guardrail of our democracy designed to keep elections fair and secure," said Sen. Alex Padilla, D-California, and Rep. Joe Morelle, D-New York. "Purging commissioners just months before the midterm elections and further gutting support for our state and local elections officials is a blatant part of his plan to politicize our elections and enable more unlawful and dangerous election interference."
Padilla is the ranking member of the Senate Rules Committee, and Morelle is ranking member of the House Administration Committee. 

    
The lawmakers noted that the Supreme Court's conservative majority enabled Trump's move with its decision to "upend decades of executive power to appease the President."

    
Staff at the Election Assistance Commission did not immediately respond Friday to a request for comment on the agency's operations moving forward. 
While the White House statement did not offer a specific reason for Trump's action, the commission has previously declined to change the national voter registration form to require documentation of an applicant's U.S. citizenship, as Trump's urged in a sweeping March 2025 executive order on U.S. elections. Though the form itself does not require citizenship documents, voter registration materials from the agency do state clearly that it already is illegal to falsely claim U.S. citizenship to vote. 
A federal judge blocked the order, ruling it exceeded the president's authority since the U.S. Constitution grants authority over elections management and oversight to Congress and the states. The administration has indicated it will appeal. 

    
Trump hasn't said whether he'll pick new members
It was not clear whether Trump planned to nominate new members immediately or leave the positions vacant -- a move that, months ahead of midterm elections, could prevent the agency from distributing new grants to state or local elections offices and perhaps complicate its role in overseeing testing and certification of voting systems around the country. 
"The Administration from the start has been working across all agencies and local partners to safeguard elections from fraud and abuse, and investing in a strong infrastructure to sustain that mission especially in the midterm elections," the White House said. 

    
Congress created the commission as part of the Help America Vote Act, a bipartisan law signed by Republican President George W. Bush in 2002. The act requires the commission to include two Democrats and two Republicans, nominated by the president and confirmed by the Senate. Hicks and McCormick were appointed by President Barack Obama. Trump appointed Hovland during his first presidency. 
According to VoteBeat, Hicks and Hovland were notified of their removal by an email signed by Morgan DeWitt Snow, the deputy director of presidential personnel in the Executive Office of the President.
More court fights are always possible
Hicks and Hovland could challenge their dismissals, but that ultimately could require the Supreme Court to revisit two decisions it just issued on the president's power over independent agencies. 
The court ruled 6-3 last month in the case of former Federal Trade Commission member Rebecca Slaughter that Trump had wide executive authority to fire political appointees of independent executive agencies. Trump had fired Slaughter without cause despite a provision of federal law that required a reason and a nearly century-old Supreme Court precedent insulating independent agency heads from presidential whims. 
The court's six conservatives said that the previous restrictions on presidential prerogatives violated the Constitution's separation of powers. The logic extends to other agencies, including the National Labor Relations Board, the Merit Systems Protection Board and the Consumer Product Safety Commission, where Trump also has fired board members. 

In the separate case of Federal Reserve Board member Lisa Cook, whom Trump had tried to fire, a 5-4 majority deviated from the Slaughter decision and ruled that the president could not fire central bank governors without cause. Chief Justice John Roberts and Justice Brett Kavanaugh sided with the court's three liberals in the Cook case. They justified their exception to their Slaughter reasoning by citing the central bank's unique structure as congressionally chartered but independent, quasi-private institution whose "appearance of independence is key to the Federal Reserve's design" and its role in setting monetary policy that shapes the U.S. and world economy. 
Nicholas Riccardi in Denver contributed to this report.
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    World Cup quarterfinal resale prices drop, FIFA selling nearly 1,200 more seats for final at $7,380




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A general view of the MetLife stadium during the World Cup Group C soccer match between Brazil and Morocco in East Rutherford, N.J., near New York, Saturday, June 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]



        

        
        
            
                    A general view of the MetLife stadium during the World Cup Group C soccer match between Brazil and Morocco in East Rutherford, N.J., near New York, Saturday, June 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- World Cup ticket resale prices dropped for quarterfinal matches following the elimination of co-hosts United States and Mexico, and FIFA has nearly 1,200 seats on sale for the final at $7,380.
The site TickPick listed the lowest price for the Spain-Belgium game on Friday at Inglewood, California, at $1,381, down from $3,261 before the U.S. lost to Belgium in the round of 16.
The lowest price for the England-Norway match at Miami Gardens, Florida, on Saturday was $2,049, down from $3,866 before England defeated Mexico to reach the quarterfinals. It listed the lowest price for the Argentina-Switzerland game at Kansas City, Missouri, at $1,142, down from $2,381 before the round of 16.
Standing outside SoFi Stadium on Friday, Jake van Baarsel said he bought tickets two days earlier. The 65-year-old from Riverside, California, said he hadn't previously planned on attending because he knew ticket prices were so high. But when his son called to tell him he obtained seats at a lower price, he decided to pay for two at $1,000 each to share the moment with his 13-year-old grandson.
"It's one of those things -- it's a memory maker for my grandson and me," he said. "So how much money do you put on a memory?

    
"So yeah, it's steep for a game, but we enjoy."



    
        




    




Others who bought tickets well ahead of Friday's quarterfinal match paid far more.
Lisandro Pineda, 70, of East Los Angeles, said he paid about $2,200 a month ago.
"The price was too high, I think, but it's a resale, remember," he said. "I didn't want to be left out. I've never been to a World Cup. I didn't go to the one we had before. So I figured, I have the money, I have the time, what the heck, buy the ticket, so here we are."

    
        
    
Kourosh Modarress, 68, of Los Angeles, said his family bought hospitality tickets at $7,000 each after they failed to obtain other tickets in one of FIFA's sales rounds.
"I think it's highway robbery," he said.

    
        
    
FIFA had nearly 1,200 category two tickets priced at $7,380 on sale Friday for the World Cup final on July 19 at MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey.

    
The governing body's last-minute tickets sales site, which at times had listed the game as sold out, had 1,178 seats available across five sections of the top deck along the sidelines: 282 in section 344, 299 in section 343, 139 in section 335, 443 in section 334 and 15 in section 333.

FIFA also was selling 68 front category one tickets in the lower deck at prices ranging from $19,995 to $32,970 and had remaining hospitality tickets in its Trophy Lounge and Trophy Lounge+ sections priced at $34,500 and $32,500, including food and drinks.
Soccer's governing body did not immediately respond to a request for comment on why the additional tickets had become available.
Resale tickets for the final were available on FIFA's marketplace at prices from $7,440.50 to $11,499,998.85.
___
See more of AP's World Cup coverage here
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    Mikel Merino stars again as Spain edges Belgium 2-1 in the World Cup quarterfinals




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Spain's Mikel Merino (6) celebrates scoring their second goal during the World Cup quarterfinal soccer match between Spain and Belgium in Inglewood, Calif., near Los Angeles, Friday, July 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Belgium's Charles De Ketelaere (17) challenges for the ball with Spain's Marc Cucurella (24) during the World Cup quarterfinal soccer match between Spain and Belgium in Inglewood, Calif., near Los Angeles, Friday, July 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)]
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[image: Spain's Fabian Ruiz (8) scores their opening goal during the World Cup quarterfinal soccer match between Spain and Belgium in Inglewood, Calif., near Los Angeles, Friday, July 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)]
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[image: Spain's Lamine Yamal (19) controls the ball during the World Cup quarterfinal soccer match between Spain and Belgium in Inglewood, Calif., near Los Angeles, Friday, July 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            Spain's Lamine Yamal (19) controls the ball during the World Cup quarterfinal soccer match between Spain and Belgium in Inglewood, Calif., near Los Angeles, Friday, July 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Belgium's Charles De Ketelaere heads the ball flanked by Spain's Marc Cucurella during the World Cup quarterfinal soccer match between Spain and Belgium in Inglewood, Calif., near Los Angeles, Friday, July 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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                                        INGLEWOOD, Calif. (AP) -- Mikel Merino is Spain's World Cup hero once again, and even he finds it hard to believe.
A mere four days after Merino scored a clutch goal as a substitute in injury time to beat Portugal, he found himself in the right spot again in the quarterfinals when Belgium's backup goalkeeper spilled the ball into his path.
Merino booted it home in the 88th minute, sending Spain to a 2-1 victory Friday and into a titanic semifinal showdown with tournament favorite France.
"I've done this again, and it's happened to me again, so it would seem that coincidence exists," a smiling Merino said. "If you're ready and you try, I guess it can happen for you."
Already a versatile contributor in any role he can get as a depth player for his country or English club Arsenal, the multi-positional Merino has transformed into the ultimate super-sub while providing exactly what Spain needed to survive two knockout matches against top opponents.
Merino has scored two goals in his first World Cup -- and they're both historic.

    
"Honestly, it's crazy to be able to help the team once again," he said. "This time in a different way, but at the same time to believe and trust that the opposing goalkeeper could make a mistake and to stay alert. ... I prepare for when the moment comes, and hopefully they keep coming."
Merino is the first to admit he also needed luck, and Belgium keeper Senne Lammens provided it after he was forced into his first World Cup match in the 71st minute by an injury to starter Thibaut Courtois.



    
        




    




Merino came on in the 86th minute and scored on his second touch of the match, charging into the box and pouncing after Lammens lost control of Pau Cubarsi's long shot.

    
        
    
Fabian Ruiz scored a rebound goal in the 30th minute for Spain, but Belgium forward Charles De Ketelaere evened it with the first goal allowed by the Spanish team in the entire World Cup in the 41st minute.
Merino's clutch goal against an upset-minded Belgium sent La Roja to the semifinals for the first time since they won the World Cup in 2010. A powerhouse matchup with France has been anticipated since the draw was announced late last year, and Spain was grateful to secure its spot.

    
        
    
"We came here for this, to play against the best teams in the world," Merino said. "We are confident in our possibilities, at the same time respecting the opposition. This is one of those games that you dream of when you're a kid, and now we have the chance to compete against a massive rival. Hopefully we'll get the win."

    
Spain and France will meet Tuesday in Arlington, Texas, in a matchup anticipated for years. Neither team has lost at this year's World Cup.
"It will be a clash of giants," Spain coach Luis De La Fuente said through a translator. "We are capable of winning this game -- and not just now, but I would have said this a few weeks ago as well. They are a great giant of football, but I trust our team."
Courtois made four saves, but the Real Madrid keeper went down to the grass in the second half after a long kick. He received treatment during the hydration break, but broke down in tears when coach Rudi Garcia removed him moments later.
Only Germany's Manuel Neuer has played more World Cup matches than Courtois' 21. Lammens, the capable Manchester United keeper, was forced to become the first goalkeeper other than Courtois to play for Belgium in the last four World Cup tournaments -- and he wasn't able to make the play that would have kept it level.

    
"We were on equal footing with Spain, and we have nothing to feel bad about," Garcia said. "In the first half, they only had one chance, but they were very efficient. Unfortunately, to beat a team of this caliber, you need luck on your side as well, and it was too much for us to get into the semifinals."
Belgium desperately pressed for an equalizer in the final minutes with substitute forward Romelu Lukaku leading the effort, but Aymeric Laporte acrobatically volleyed the best chance out of the box in the second minute of injury time.
"We knew how we could hurt them, and I think we did this today," Belgium defender Brandon Mechele said. "It's a pity that it ended like this, but I think we can be proud of the tournament we played."
Spain remained unbeaten in 37 straight competitive matches since March 2023, while Belgium's streak of 18 consecutive unbeaten matches across all competitions ended.

    
Spain didn't allow a goal in its first five matches at this year's tournament, and goalkeeper Unai Simon hadn't conceded in a World Cup-record 650 minutes dating to Qatar.
The streaks abruptly ended when De Ketelaere muscled past Cubarsi and headed home a cross from Timothy Castagne for Belgium's tying goal.
Belgium hadn't generated anything close to a strong scoring chance before the latest big moment for De Ketelaere, the Atalanta forward who scored two goals in Belgium's 4-1 rout of the co-host U.S. on Monday.

Belgium captain Youri Tielemans was removed from the starting lineup after getting injured during warmups. He joined injured defender Amadou Onana on the sidelines.
___
See more of AP's World Cup coverage here
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    UK actor Micheal Ward acquitted by London jury of rape and sexual assault charges




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Micheal Ward arrives at the premiere of "Eddington", June 26, 2025, at the DGA Theater Complex in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- British actor Micheal Ward was acquitted Friday of rape and other charges in a London court on allegations he sexually assaulted a woman in the back of a friend's Mercedes in 2023.
Ward, 28, who starred in the Netflix crime drama "Top Boy," sobbed after a jury in Snaresbrook Crown Court found him not guilty of two counts of rape, two counts of assault by penetration and one count of sexual assault.
Ward has appeared in films including "Blue Story," "The Book of Clarence" and last year's American political satire "Eddington," alongside Joaquin Phoenix and Pedro Pascal.
In 2020, he won the Rising Star award at the British Academy Film Awards, or BAFTAs. He was nominated for an acting BAFTA for Sam Mendes' "Empire of Light" and for a BAFTA television award for the Steve McQueen-directed series "Small Axe."
Ward had denied the charges and said he had "full faith" he'd be cleared of the charges. He testified at trial that he met the woman at a party and that they had consensual sex.

Defense lawyer Humzah Ilyas said Ward had put his life on hold for more than three years and was "looking forward to getting back to doing the work he loves."
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    Suki Waterhouse finds a new version of herself on her latest album, 'Loveland'




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
    
        
            
                
            
        
        
        


    

            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Suki Waterhouse is loving life these days with partner Robert Pattinson and their daughter, while releasing her new album, "Loveland." (July 10)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Suki Waterhouse poses for a portrait on Monday, June 29, 2026, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)]
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[image: This cover image released by Island Records shows "Loveland" by Suki Waterhouse. (Island Records via AP)]
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            This cover image released by Island Records shows "Loveland" by Suki Waterhouse. (Island Records via AP)
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                                        New York (AP) -- Suki Waterhouse started working on "Loveland," her third record, immediately after she finished her 2024 sophomore album, "Memoir of A Sparklemuffin." 
"I was looking for, like, a personal revolution," Waterhouse said. Putting the words together for "Loveland," the album's wistful penultimate track, helped her get there. "It's always amazing to me how, you kind of write the album and you become it. You become somebody new from it."
True to that spirit, Waterhouse worked with new collaborators on the project -- including songwriter Amy Allen and producer Aaron Dessner, a member of the rock band The National and a frequent collaborator of pop-crossover artists including Taylor Swift, Gracie Abrams and Noah Kahan. Mick Fleetwood of Fleetwood Mac put down a drum track for "Morals" -- a fun twist after Waterhouse acted in the limited series "Daisy Jones & the Six," based on a Taylor Jenkins Reid novel widely considered to be inspired by the band's origins.
"Maybe that's what made me think to reach out," Waterhouse, said. "I thought, you know, maybe he's seen the show. It might help me get in the door." 
Waterhouse spoke to The Associated Press about making "Loveland" and exploring the evolution she has felt since welcoming her daughter with partner Robert Pattinson. She also teased future projects. Remarks have been edited for clarity and brevity.

    
AP: When announcing the album, you wrote that this project was "born in the space between who I was and who I'm becoming." How did you attempt to capture the emotions of that experience in the album? 
WATERHOUSE: A revelation I've had for myself recently is that there is inherently a friction there, that I think has been really deepened by becoming a parent. I think before I had much more of a kind of wild abandon, where my whole life was my work and my artistic life. And now that I have this beautiful gift that's been given to me -- my daughter and this responsibility, and also how present I feel in her life, and want to be -- I had a lot of insecurity and fear and doubt about how I was going to still have these two things exist at once. So it's funny, I don't think the record is like a record, really, about me, you wouldn't listen to it and be like, "Oh, this is a 'she's just become a mum' record" but it's the things I know about it that are laced deep within it. There are certain songs where I address that very rawly, I think in the song "Weirdo" especially. 


AP: On songs like "Weirdo," or "Notting Hill," how do you navigate interrogating your personal experiences and emotions, while also maintaining your privacy? 
WATERHOUSE: When I'm writing I don't really think about that much at all because I also know that not everything that I write has to go on an album and be released into the public. There's things that you can write that can just be for yourself, and kind of like help you externalize a feeling that's unexplainable. 

    
        
    
It's interesting, it's like two different parts of my brain: The part that doesn't care what anybody thinks and is just writing so freely, and then, later on, when you're like choosing the singles, or choosing what's going to be on the record, this other voice comes in and it's not a purist. It's much more like, I want people to like this and I want to be loved. You've got the two different voices warring with each other, and it's hard to get them to speak to each other, or know which voice should succeed. 
I'm always mining from my own past in a way, and "Notting Hill" was really about mourning a place, but also memorializing it. I sold my apartment and never really said goodbye to it because I had a baby in America. And I, you know, fell in love in that apartment, had some of the worst nights of my life, some of my best. And then suddenly you outgrow somewhere so quickly and you're having a baby in a different country, and it's a walk-up and you'd never be able to get a stroller in there, and it's like full of everything in your 20s. It's giving its flowers to this place that raised me. 

    
AP: I saw that Mick Fleetwood played drums on "Morals." I'm curious how that came to be.
WATERHOUSE: That was a fun way to collaborate. When we got a response from Mick Fleetwood, I was kind of amazed. We struck an agreement that he would drum on "Morals" -- I got like a billion videos of him in a studio in Hawaii playing all these incredible takes and I was just blown away that the whole thing was happening. And then I recorded a song for his record, that is with Amy Allen. He's been working on a record for quite some time. I don't know how much I'm allowed to say about it, but it was a very cool thing to have happened. 

    
AP: When we last talked, you were preparing to bring your daughter, then 6 months old, with you on tour. Has she heard the new album?

WATERHOUSE: She knows now what I do, it's funny. I was reading to her the other night and there was a "choose, what would your world be like? and where would you live? the mountains?" and we were kind of like picking things and there were a bunch of jobs and I said, "Which one does mommy do?" and she pointed to the woman with the guitar. So it's kind of crazy. She's almost 2 1/2 now, so she's really switched on, like knows what we're doing, I can explain it to her much better. I'm just like in heaven with her, just enjoying her so much and I feel so deeply grateful that I get to bring her with me.
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    A lost AirPod, AI fakes and the secret garden: How fans experienced Taylor Swift's private wedding




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Taylor Swift fan wearing a wedding veil sits at a restaurant next to Madison Square Garden where a "JUST&T MARRIED" sign is displayed during a wedding between singer Taylor Swift and National Football League player Travis Kelce on Friday, July 3, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Ryan Murphy)]
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[image: Artist Justin Gignac searches for discarded items outside Madison Square Garden in New York on Friday, July 3, 2026, after the wedding of Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce, as the Empire State Building glows blue in honor of the couple. (Bianca Beudeker via AP)]
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[image: A fan poses for photos outside Madison Square Garden during the reported wedding between Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce on Friday, July 3, 2026, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Fans gather outside Madison Square Garden ahead of a reported wedding between Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce on Friday, July 3, 2026, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Laura Dern leaves the wedding of Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce at Madison Square Garden on Saturday, July 4, 2026, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)]
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            Laura Dern leaves the wedding of Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce at Madison Square Garden on Saturday, July 4, 2026, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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                                        With a trash-grabbing claw and plastic bag in hand, Justin Gignac dressed up in his wedding tuxedo and waded through the Swifties, some of whom had spent hours standing outside Madison Square Garden.
He was hoping to find beads from broken friendship bracelets -- something symbolic among fans of Taylor Swift. No such luck.
Instead, he picked up a single AirPod, a ring pop, an ovulation test kit strip and a rainbow fan, among others. Then he packaged them all into 1-inch boxes and sold them online -- 50 pieces of trash purchased by Swift fans as far away as Australia, Germany and the United Kingdom.
"People were like, 'Is there any more? Is there any more?'" he said.
Over the past week, fans have scoured Manhattan's streets and the internet for crumbs -- sometimes literal -- from what's been called "the United States' royal wedding." But Swift managed to keep the thousand-person mega event almost entirely private.

    
The story she hasn't told
For nearly two decades, Taylor Swift has remembered everything. The rooms. The weather. The clothes left behind. The exact words people said before they walked away.
Her career was built on transforming private moments into public memory -- songs that made millions feel as though they were reading pages from a diary (sometimes they were). But one of the most anticipated chapters of her life has been defined by something different: the story she has chosen not to tell.
A week after her star-studded wedding to Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce, not one verified photo had been released of the interior, the ceremony or Swift's gown. Guests and crew members signed strict NDAs and surrendered cell phones. The couple used street closures and walls of tents around the arena to keep the celebration out of view.



    
        




    




Some New Yorkers chafed at the security restrictions around a key transit hub on a holiday weekend, all during a heat wave. The secrecy also showed how, when you're as famous as Taylor Swift, staying truly private requires a level of wealth and influence few people have.

    
        
    
Still, fans in Swift T-shirts crowded the barricades, watching lines of black SUVs disappear inside the arena.
In the early morning hours, a bakery van stopped outside. A catering employee offered a box of apple honey pastries, which a police officer handed out to waiting fans. One fan could be heard yelling: "Oh my God, you guys, we're having Taylor Swift's dessert!"

    
Sifting through the pieces
Gignac, who has been turning New York City trash into art for 25 years, creates limited-edition collections from major New York moments, including the Knicks parade, where the discarded objects themselves told the story -- the colors, the celebration, the evidence of thousands of people gathered in one place.
Swift's wedding was different.
"I was like, OK, let me see how close I can get," Gignac said. "Everything going on on the block outside of Madison Square Garden was a part of the festivities as well -- it's just a very different part."
The area outside the Garden was "fairly clean," he said, but he collected enough. He tied discarded straws into knots to "reinforce the wedding theme."
Fans who saw the boxes later told him the project reminded them of Swift's "New Year's Day," a song about staying after a party is over and holding on to what remains.
"You've never had a song change your life, and the artist be the soundtrack of your life?" Gignac said. "That's such a massive role in your day to day -- it's nice to have something from that."

    
When the photos never came
The lack of images created a void that was quickly filled with artificial intelligence: fake photos of Swift and Kelce in wedding attire, Swift in a gown and fabricated glimpses of the "secret garden" celebration that guests had described inside Madison Square Garden, where the arena was transformed with greenery, trees and flowers.
Some were obvious jokes: users inserting themselves into the wedding or pretending they had been hired to photograph it. Others were designed to be convincing -- blurry, pixelated images that looked as though they had been secretly captured inside.

    
Swift fans are known for decoding "Easter eggs" and clues in Swift's lyrics and public posts. Longtime Swift fan Alexa Volland said those same habits helped many quickly debunk AI-generated images by spotting warped facial features, impossible dress straps and hidden watermarks from detection tools like Google DeepMind's SynthID.
"They built a habit of close observation," Volland said.
Volland, a video producer for the News Literacy Project, said she was surprised no images had emerged, but happy Swift kept control.
"As a Swiftie, I would prefer to have those first looks come directly from her," she said. "I know that we will eventually get a song that is probably the most revealing, way more revealing than any AI-generated image ever made." 

    
'The rose garden over Madison Square'
Margaret Willison, a Swiftie in Boston, was still waiting for one wedding detail.
"I need to know what her first song was," she said. "It's been haunting me."
Willison has taught workshops on Swift's music and fandom, and says this kind of tension has defined her career. Swift has the ability to turn moments that may seem insignificant "into a cathedral we all get to be part of," Willison said, filling them with meaning.
Willison said many fans trust Swift will eventually share the pieces she wants them to know.
"We don't want something that's been stolen from her," she said.
More than a decade ago, Swift sang about leaving the spotlight and choosing "the rose garden over Madison Square." In the end, Willison said, they weren't mutually exclusive. 

"In all of her previous relationships, there was this tension between how much she was able to shine and still be understood by a partner," she said. "Isn't it incredible that she found that she didn't have to choose?"
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    Kia launches new recall for 463,000 Telluride SUVs due to fire risk, urges owners to park outside




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The front grill of a 2020 KIA Telluride is on display at the 2020 Pittsburgh International Auto Show, Feb.13, 2020 in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Kia America has issued a new recall for nearly 463,000 of its Telluride SUVs, urging owners to again park their vehicles outside and away from buildings after several customers reported fires following previous repairs.
The recall, announced this week by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, replaces a prior one Kia initiated in 2024. Certain Tellurides from the 2020-2024 model years are affected, with the NHTSA warning that the front power seat motor of these vehicles may overheat due to a stuck slide knob.
That could result in a fire while the car is parked or being driven. And even after Kia rolled out a remedy in 2024, recall documents note several customers filed complaints of alleged fires underneath the passenger seat. The automaker investigated other vehicles that had received the prior repair and identified "sporadic dealer workmanship issues" -- later deciding to initiate a new recall.
Between October 2024 and April 2026, Kia North America's safety office identified 18 incidents involving either localized seat fires or melting of the seat motor, per recall documents. No associated injuries or crashes have been reported.

    
In a statement, Kia America noted that "an external impact with excessive force" to the vehicles' front power seat side cover or slide knob could cause their switch to become dislodged or otherwise damaged -- resulting in overheating if the motor continues to be used over time. To prevent this, Kia's new fix will be for dealers to install an electronic fuse assembly, free of charge.



    
        




    




That remedy will be available in early August, according to an advanced dealer notice published by the NHTSA. And owner notification letters are set to be mailed starting Aug. 13.

    
        
    
In the meantime, both the NHTSA and Kia are warning owners to park "outside and away from structures" until the recall repair is complete."
Drivers can also confirm if their specific vehicle is included in this recall and find more information using the NHTSA site and/or Kia's recall lookup platform. Irvine, California-based Kia America is a subsidiary of the larger South Korean automaker.

    

The recall covers 462,869 model year 2020-2024 Tellurides that were manufactured between Jan. 9, 2019 and May 29, 2024. Kia America estimates that 1% have the defect.
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    Global oil demand is dropping, but US drivers keep buying more gas




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Commercial vessels are seen in the Strait of Hormuz off Bandar Abbas, Iran, Tuesday, June 30, 2026. (Amirhosein Khorgooi/ISNA via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Global oil demand is set to decline this year for the first time since the height of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, according to a report from the International Energy Agency.
The drop, which the agency expects to amount to about 1 million barrels per day in 2026, is due to higher oil prices and disruptions to physical supply that weighed heavily, but unevenly, on various parts of the world, the report said. 
The supply disruptions were caused by the war between the U.S. and Iran, which left ships loaded with crude oil stranded in the Persian Gulf for more than three months, unable to safely travel through the Strait of Hormuz, a major route for oil and gas shipments. 
"The future of Hormuz is probably more uncertain today than it was at the beginning of the war," said Jim Burkhard, vice president and head of crude oil research at S&P Global Energy. 
Burkhard said Iran is still trying to control the strait, while the U.S. has not been able to fully restore normal operations, making a return to prewar conditions unlikely.

    
Global oil demand averaged just 97.9 million barrels per day in May, down 5.3 million barrels per day from a year earlier. Much of the decline was in Asia, which relies heavily on oil from the Middle East.
China's decrease of 1.5 million barrels per day, representing a 9% decline, was by far the largest globally, the report said.
But the main exception to the global slump in oil usage was in the U.S., where gasoline use increased in the second quarter of 2026, despite the fact that pump prices were about 50% above their prewar levels in May, the report said.



    
        




    




How China's actions are keeping oil prices from spiking higher
China decided to massively cut down on purchasing oil from the global market as the price rose during the spring, reducing its consumption by almost 6 million barrels per day, Burkhard said.
"What China said is, 'You know what, prices are high, there's a crisis. We have this huge inventory stock, we can sustain demand. We're just going to cut by 50% the amount of crude oil we buy,'" Burkhard said.

    
        
    
One way China cut back its consumption was to temporarily stop filling up its strategic petroleum reserve, which it had been adding to at a rate of nearly 1 million barrels per day, said Daniel Sternoff, senior fellow at the Center on Global Energy Policy at Columbia University. 
The crisis also accelerated China's saving of road transportation fuels as its use of electric vehicles grew, he said. "What we're tracking so far, at least since the crisis began, is China is probably on track to see somewhere between 500,000 and 600,000 barrels per day worth of demand losses for gasoline and diesel. So that's pretty significant," Sternoff said.

    
Why oil prices aren't higher after renewed tension between the U.S. and Iran
A fragile ceasefire enabled some ships to exit through the Strait of Hormuz in June, which allowed more oil on the market. That led to lower oil prices. 
But even after tensions escalated between the U.S. and Iran earlier this month, prices didn't spike. 
"This gray zone conflict that the U.S. and Iran are in, it's not really a shock to the oil market," Burkhard said. "It can push prices up and down a few dollars like it did the other day, but it's not the same shock that it was in early March when Iran did what many thought was unthinkable."
Another reason oil prices didn't spike very high after recent military strikes is that there were fewer buyers available to scoop up the supply that had become available, experts said.

    
        
    
On top of China dramatically reducing consumption, several refineries in Russia were unable to process crude after being damaged in drone hits from Ukraine, and refineries in the Middle East remained damaged from the war, Burkhard said. As a result, prices for gasoline, diesel and other refined products have stayed inflated longer than oil prices, he said.
"There's this gush of supply of crude oil being made available to the market, and there's simply less demand for that crude oil," Burkhard said. 

    
In the US, high gas prices didn't keep drivers home
Gasoline prices surpassed $4.50 on average for a gallon of regular in the U.S. in May, rising more than 50% since the start of the war, according to AAA data. But that didn't stop drivers from hitting the road; in fact, gasoline consumption rose in the U.S. during the second quarter of the year. 
One reason may be because the percentage of household income spent on gasoline in the U.S. has been declining for years, Sternoff said. Plus, many people have been transitioning from remote work to in-office jobs, he added.


    
"Even though it's a really political price that people pay a lot of attention to, if you are in the higher quintiles of income in the U.S., you might grumble about it, but you're not really driving less just because of that increase in prices," Sternoff said.
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                    Business

    EU demands Facebook and Instagram dismantle design features it calls addictive for users




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A car passes Facebook's new Meta logo on a sign at the company headquarters on Oct. 28, 2021, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Tony Avelar, File)]
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                                        The European Union accused Meta on Friday of breaching its social media law by designing Facebook and Instagram to get users hooked, and demanded it disable "key addictive features" like infinite scrolling. 
The EU's executive arm issued a fresh set of charges against Meta Platforms as part of its investigation under the 27-nation bloc's strict digital rule book known as the Digital Services Act. The sweeping set of regulations from Brussels requires tech platforms to protect internet users under threat of hefty fines.
The European Commission said Meta failed to properly assess the risks its design features pose to the physical and mental health of users, including minors. And while the company has tools and controls to help manage Facebook and Instagram use, it said they were easily overridden, dismissed, or technically challenging to use. 
Meta "needs to implement design changes" to Instagram and Facebook, such as disabling "key addictive features" like autoplay of videos and infinite scroll so they're not turned on by default, the commission said in its preliminary findings. 

    
Meta now has the chance to respond and defend itself before the commission issues its final decision, which could result in a fine worth up to 6% of the company's global annual revenue. 
Meta said Friday that the preliminary findings do not recognize the steps that the company has already taken to protect teens. 



    
        




    




"Since this investigation began, we rolled out Teen Accounts that automatically protect teens and put parents in control - allowing them to block access to Instagram at night and cap daily screen time at just 15 minutes," Meta said in a prepared statement. "We share the European Commission's commitment to providing teens with safe, positive online experiences and will continue to engage constructively with them."

    
        
    
Europe is committed to enforcing its legislation that holds platforms accountable for addictive design features, said Henna Virkkunen, an executive vice-president at the commission overseeing tech. 
"Protecting the physical and mental health of Europeans must be a priority for social media platforms," Virkkunen said in a written statement. 

    
Facebook and Instagram design features, including personalized recommendations and push notifications, serve up an endless stream of content, putting users' brains on "autopilot" and fueling compulsive use, the commission said. 

    
        
    
Meanwhile, screen time controls that parents can impose on their teens' devices can be "easily dismissed" and don't result in a meaningful reduction of use, the commission said. And the controls are undermined by the technical expertise, time and effort that parents need to understand and use them, it said. 
The commission's proposed design changes also included finding better ways to encourage screen time breaks, and changing the content recommendation system so that it's less "engagement-oriented." 
The preliminary findings are the latest charges since Brussels opened its investigation in 2024 over concerns that the social media giant wasn't doing enough to protect children online. 

The EU said earlier this year that Meta had failed to prevent children under 13, the company's minimum age to use Facebook and Instagram, from signing up. It also said Meta was not doing enough to identify and remove underage users after they had opened accounts.
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                    Health

    How to stay safe and still enjoy produce this summer with the outbreak of diarrhea-causing parasite




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    


            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            Michigan is experiencing its largest outbreak of a parasitic infection that causes severe diarrhea. Cyclospora spreads through contaminated food and water, often linked to fresh produce. As of early July, the source remains unidentified. But there are ways to reduce your risk when eating fruits and vegetables. (AP video/Shelby Lum)
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            Michigan is experiencing its largest outbreak of a parasitic infection that causes severe diarrhea. Nearly 1,000 people have been diagnosed with cyclospora as of Wednesday, though no deaths have been reported.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated photo taken through a microscope provided by the CDC shows Cyclospora cayetanensis oocysts found in a fresh stool sample which had been prepared with a formalin solution and stained with safranin. (CDC via AP)]
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            This undated photo taken through a microscope provided by the CDC shows Cyclospora cayetanensis oocysts found in a fresh stool sample which had been prepared with a formalin solution and stained with safranin. (CDC via AP)
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                                        Scores of people in the United States have been sickened by a parasite commonly linked to contaminated fresh produce that can cause weeks of watery diarrhea. But there are ways to protect yourself and still enjoy summer's bounty of fruits and vegetables.
The exact source of one of the nation's largest outbreaks in years of cyclospora infections is still not known. And it can be hard to figure out what food sick people had in common because sometimes it's a single ingredient that might be common in multiple recipes -- like basil or cilantro.
Luckily cyclospora infections are generally treatable with antibiotics and rarely cause serious complications.
And there are ways to avoid getting it altogether.
Here are tips for reducing the risk:

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Cyclospora can be tricky to investigate
Cyclospora is a microscopic, spherical parasite that commonly causes watery diarrhea "with frequent and sometimes explosive bowel movements," according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
More than 1,500 people in Michigan have been diagnosed with the parasitic infection and investigations into similar illnesses have been going on in 30 other states, making it the largest such outbreak in state history and one of the nation's largest in years. No deaths have been reported.

    
Cyclospora surges can be tricky to investigate, and food poisoning sources can be hard to establish. Investigations can take months and sometimes never find a clear source.
In the past, people have been infected by consuming fruits or vegetables that were exposed to feces-contaminated irrigation water. Also, it's possible that food distributors may channel contaminated foods to both grocery stores and restaurants, making it hard to discern where tainted food came from. 
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
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Outbreaks tend to occur most often in the late spring and summer.
The heat-loving parasite infects the bowels and spreads through feces. 

    
        
    
Food safety tips
While the source of the outbreak is unknown, it's a reminder to always practice basic hygiene, including washing hands with soap and water after using the bathroom and before handling food, said Dr. Erika Noel, an assistant professor at Hawaii's medical school and a pediatrician on the island of Kauai.

    
Alcohol-based hand sanitizers don't kill cyclospora, but soap and water are highly effective at killing or removing the parasite from hands.
Previous outbreaks have been linked to raspberries, basil, cilantro, snow peas and salad mixes.
Noel has some tips for washing produce: When washing items like cilantro and basil, separate the leaves. For green onions, cut off the roots, remove the outer layer and run them under water while rubbing the surface. Cooking produce to an internal temperature of 158 degrees Fahrenheit (70 degrees Celsius) or higher will kill cyclospora.
Research shows that washing fruits and vegetables in vinegar can be helpful. Vinegar won't kill the parasite but can help remove it. Noel recommends submerging produce in a bowl filled with three parts water and one part vinegar and swishing it around for a few minutes. Using a salad spinner to rinse with water can help get rid of the vinegary taste.
Instead of purchasing pre-mixed salad and washing individual leaves, opt for a head of lettuce and removing the outer layer.

    
For melons, scrub the outside before cutting through as the knife can carry germs from the rind into the fruit inside.
Peel fruits and vegetables as much as possible.
Don't forget to wash cutting boards and countertops.
Some produce can be challenging to clean

Anything with tight crevices or fragile skin can be challenging to clean, like broccoli and cauliflower. Because berries are challenging, Noel recommends cooking them in pies or making jam instead of eating them raw. 
Anything grown underground and covered in thick dirt are also tough to clean, such as root vegetables like carrots, potatoes and radishes.
If using pre-mixed salads that have labels that indicated the items have been washed, it's best to wash them again in water and vinegar.
'We don't need to panic'
Noel doesn't want the outbreak to lead to people avoiding eating fruits and vegetables; the health benefits outweigh the risks.
"We don't need to panic," she said. 
Just be aware and ensure basic hygiene habits, which is always a good practice.
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                    Climate

    Meteorologists warn week ahead in US will have dangerous temps: 'Heat is not to be played with'




                    

                

            
    
        
    
        
            
                
            
        
        
        


    


        
            
                
                    Most of America's Lower 48 states are about to swelter under an unusually large, strong and long-lasting heat dome that will spike temperatures.
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                                        Most of America's Lower 48 states are about to swelter under an unusually large, strong and long-lasting heat dome that will spike temperatures in a way that the National Weather Service calls "significant and dangerous."
The heat wave will start this weekend and last at least a week, with some areas feeling its effects until the end of the month, meteorologists said. Temperatures will be 15 to 25 degrees Fahrenheit (8 to 14 degrees Celsius) warmer than normal in many areas, including at night, they said. Hotter nighttime temperatures are especially bad for both human health and efforts to tamp down an already active wildfire season.
"This upcoming heat wave does look pretty remarkable," said Daniel Swain, a climate scientist with University of California Agriculture and Natural Resources. "This is going to be a long duration, widespread and high-intensity heat event that's going to affect millions of people for over a week."
Trapping hot air, threatening records

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mickelina Papotto, of Salem, Ore., left, and Lorie Odegaard, of Gaithersburg, Md., fan themselves while waiting in line for the ferris wheel at the Great American State Fair on the National Mall, July 1, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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A dome of high pressure -- which traps hot air like a pot lid while blocking cooling winds and rain -- will initially park over the Northern Plains, but it will be so big that it will trap sweltering temperatures across as much as two-thirds of the continental United States, three meteorologists told The Associated Press. While it will initially miss the East Coast, the heat dome will shift and wobble, maybe even spreading from coast-to-coast over the next 10 days or more, they said.

    
Forecasters are expecting record triple-digit highs this weekend in Nevada, Utah, Colorado, Wyoming, Idaho, Montana, North Dakota and South Dakota.



    
        




    




The weather service is predicting more than 90 U.S. local temperature records will be tied or broken through Wednesday, with two-thirds being overnight heat records that can hinder how the human body recovers from broiling days.
"Nights can be just as dangerous as days. If you don't get heat relief at night, that's going to spill out into your daytime experience and become extremely dangerous," said meteorologist Bob Henson with Yale Climate Connections. "Heat is not to be played with. It's just as dangerous as a tornado or hurricane that can kill you just as easily, just in a quiet and different way."

    
        
    
Heat wave will be bigger, longer-lasting and stronger than most

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A police officer holds ice to their neck to try and stay cool following the 2026 Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York, July 4, 2026. (AP Photo/Anna Connors, File)]
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Swain said what makes this heat wave so different is how big a warm shadow it will cast and how long it will persist.
In the past couple of weeks, major heat waves have caused extensive suffering in Europe, the U.S. East Coast and most recently the U.S. Southeast. Now any place in the United States that escaped the earlier July heat waves will get this one, Swain said.
Rain is likely to sneak below the southern edge of the heat dome and douse the U.S. Southeast during the daytime, setting up something strange, Climate Central meteorologist Shel Winkley said. Because of the added moisture and humidity, the Southeast could get record-shattering nighttime heat but below-normal daytime warmth, he said.

    
The weather service is predicting record nighttime heat in a number of locations from Texas to Florida to North Carolina on Saturday. Temperatures won't drop below 80 degrees (27 degrees Celsius) at night in Fort Lauderdale, Florida; Miami; Tampa, Florida; Galveston, Texas; and Charleston, South Carolina, according to the forecast.
While heat domes are not unusual in the summer, Winkley said this one stands out because of how strong it is, likely to set records for the amount of high pressure that it will contain. It's especially unusual for being so far north, he said.

    
It's likely to persist so long because drought-stricken areas have less soil and air moisture that would normally slow the warming of the air, Swain said. The drier, hotter air then worsens the drought conditions and stokes more heat in a vicious cycle, he said.
This will add to wildfire risk, already bad because of the drought, he said.
Climate change is worsening the heat

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Vendors sell Gatorade and water bottles near the Washington Monument during a heat wave, July 3, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson, File)]
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The El Nino that recently formed is too young to have a pronounced impact on this heat wave, but climate change from the burning of coal, oil and natural gas clearly does, the three meteorologists said.
"We know that heat waves are becoming more intense, they're lasting longer, they're covering larger areas than they used to because of human-caused climate change," Swain said. "And so when we see an event like this, we know there is at least a partial contribution by the long-term warming trend."
Climate Central uses 20 different computer models to compare what's forecast to what would be expected in a world without greenhouse gas-caused warming as part of its Climate Shift Index. A 20,000-square-mile (52,000-square-kilometer) swath of the country from Southern California to northern Minnesota where 24 million people live this weekend will have warmth reaching the highest level on that index, meaning the heat is at least five times more likely because of climate change. Their analysis produced similar readings for the East Coast heat wave over the July 4 weekend and the recent Southeast heat wave.

    
"Using attribution science we know that those temperatures would be virtually impossible without the influence of climate change," Winkley said.

    
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    Meta appeals landmark jury verdict that found it to blame for social media addiction for young users




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg arrives for a landmark trial over whether social media platforms deliberately addict and harm children, Feb. 18, 2026, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun, File)]
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                                        Meta, the parent company of Instagram and Facebook, has appealed the verdict of a landmark social media addiction lawsuit in Los Angeles, challenging the jury's determination that the company designed its platforms to hook young users without concern for their well-being.
Lawyers representing Meta filed a notice of appeal Tuesday in Los Angeles County Superior Court. The lawyers will provide their arguments related to the appeal in subsequent court filings. 
The case centered on a 20-year-old woman who said she became addicted to social media as a child and that it worsened her mental health struggles. The jury found that negligence by both Meta and Google-owned YouTube, which was also a defendant in the case, was a substantial factor in causing harm to the young woman, identified in court only by her initials, KGM, and her first name, Kaley.
The jury awarded her $3 million in damages and recommended an additional $3 million in punitive damages. Her lead attorney, Mark Lanier, said in a statement Friday that the legal team is expecting the appellate court to "continue the careful application of the law to this case, affirming the verdict of the trial court."
A notice of appeal starts what can be a lengthy process. A Meta spokesperson provided a statement Friday that they also gave when the jury returned the verdict in March, saying that teen mental health is "profoundly complex and cannot be linked to a single app."
Jose Castaneda, a spokesperson for Google, said in a statement Friday that YouTube plans to appeal and that "these are standard motions for this case to move forward."
Meta and Google had each filed post-trial motions for judgment notwithstanding the verdict -- a routinely filed motion by defense lawyers asking a judge to toss out the jury's verdict -- and for a new trial. The trial judge, Carolyn B. Kuhl, denied those motions in early June.
Tech companies like Meta and YouTube are shielded from legal responsibility for content posted by third parties, based on Section 230 of the 1996 Communications Decency Act. To get around those protections, the plaintiffs focused on the design features of the platforms like "infinite scroll," or the endless nature of feeds on the platforms, and autoplay functions. 
Questions about encroaching into content-related territory were the subject of many objections from the defendants throughout the five-week trial. 
The verdict in this case came during a time of legal woes for Meta. A jury in New Mexico returned a verdict finding that Meta's platforms harm children's mental health and safety just one day before the California jury reached its decision. The New Mexico jury, siding with state prosecutors who brought the case, landed on a penalty of $375 million. Meta has said the company disagrees with the verdict and will also appeal in that case.
"We will continue to defend ourselves vigorously, and we remain confident in our record of protecting teens online," a Meta spokesperson said in a statement at the time of the verdicts and again on Friday. 

Kaley's case was a first-of-its-kind lawsuit, and the verdict could influence the outcome of thousands of similar lawsuits accusing social media companies of deliberately causing harm. TikTok and Snapchat parent company Snap Inc. were also initially named as defendants in the case, but each settled for undisclosed sums before the trial began.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/meta-verdict-appeal-social-media-addiction-f2fc62210b02f1945bfd416f5554dd5c



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Business

    Se desploman ventas de Volkswagen cuando automotriz planea recortar el numero de marcas




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Empleados del fabricante de automoviles Volkswagen AG y miembros del sindicato IG Metall protestan en las instalaciones de la sede central de la automotriz, el dia de la reunion del consejo de supervision, en Wolfsburgo, Alemania, el jueves 9 de julio de 2026. (Lisi Niesner/Foto de grupo via AP)]
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- Volkswagen reporto cifras de ventas debiles el viernes, un dia despues que el gigante automotriz aleman anunciara planes para recortar el numero de modelos casi a la mitad, al tiempo que las ventas se desplomaban, particularmente en China.
La empresa, con sede en Wolfsburgo, Alemania, indico que las ventas del grupo cayeron un 8,6% en el segundo trimestre, hasta quedar apenas por debajo de 2,1 millones de vehiculos, y que las ventas tan solo en China se hundieron en mas de un tercio.
Tras una reunion del consejo el jueves, Volkswagen senalo que su "reajuste fundamental" de los ultimos tres anos habia entrado en su siguiente fase y anuncio planes para simplificar la gama de modelos hasta en un 50%, sin ofrecer detalles.
El director ejecutivo Oliver Blume expuso planes para hacer a VW mas rapida y competitiva mediante una menor complejidad, tecnologias enfocadas, una mejor alineacion entre los mercados regionales y la reduccion de excesos de capacidad, entre otras medidas, al citar un "entorno cada vez mas exigente".
Entre sus principales marcas, la unidad central de Volkswagen registro entregas de algo mas de 1 millon de vehiculos en el segundo trimestre, una caida del 14% respecto a un ano antes. Las entregas de Audi disminuyeron un 8% y las de Porsche bajaron un 18%.

    
Lamborghini, Skoda y la division de camiones reportaron aumentos, y las ventas crecieron en las Americas y en Europa.



    
        




    




Volkswagen menciono un cambio drastico durante el ultimo ano, incluidas tensiones geopoliticas, el aumento de costos principalmente por aranceles y mayores exigencias regulatorias, junto con una competencia al alza.

    
        
    
Tan recientemente como en diciembre, Volkswagen apostaba fuerte por China, donde los autos electricos han ido ganando una mayor cuota de mercado y la competencia es intensa.
La firma de investigacion BernsteinSG, en una nota posterior al anuncio del jueves, manifesto escepticismo.
"VW afirmo que esta ampliando su liderazgo tecnologico, una afirmacion que probablemente hara levantar cejas dada la velocidad de la innovacion entre sus competidores chinos", declaro BernsteinSG.

    

Tambien el jueves, cientos de empleados encabezaron una protesta fuera de la planta de Volkswagen en Zwickau para exigir protecciones para los empleos y expresar su oposicion a los planes de cerrar el sitio. La fabrica se ha reconvertido por completo para armar autos electricos.

    
        
    
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Trump threatens Iran after Ayatollah Ali Khamenei's funeral saw open calls for his killing
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            Thousands of mourners performed funeral prayers Thursday on the final day of ceremonies for Iran's late Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo released by Iran's Supreme Leader's office, mourners carry the coffin of the late Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei above the crowd for the final prayer before his burial at the Imam Reza Shrine in Mashhad, northeastern Iran, Thursday, July 9, 2026. (Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader via AP)]
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            In this photo released by Iran's Supreme Leader's office, mourners carry the coffin of the late Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei above the crowd for the final prayer before his burial at the Imam Reza Shrine in Mashhad, northeastern Iran, Thursday, July 9, 2026. (Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo released by Iran's Supreme Leader's office, mourners chant and raise their fists during the final funeral ceremony for the late Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei at the Imam Reza Shrine before his burial in Mashhad, northeastern Iran, Thursday, July 9, 2026. (Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader via AP)]
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            In this photo released by Iran's Supreme Leader's office, mourners chant and raise their fists during the final funeral ceremony for the late Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei at the Imam Reza Shrine before his burial in Mashhad, northeastern Iran, Thursday, July 9, 2026. (Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mostafa Khamenei, center, brother of Iran's new Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei, leads a prayer over the coffin of his late father, Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei before his burial at the Imam Reza Shrine in Mashhad, northeastern Iran, Thursday, July 9, 2026. (Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader via AP)]
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- U.S. President Donald Trump threatened Iran on Saturday after the funeral of Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei saw open calls for his killing, further underlining the tensions gripping the Mideast as an interim deal to end the war buckles under repeated crossfire in the region.
Trump made the comments on his Truth Social after senior U.S. officials demanded that Iran make a public statement saying the Strait of Hormuz is open and that ships crossing the vital corridor won't be attacked any longer. 
So far, Tehran has not done so, instead insisting the route remain under its control and that it be allowed to charge ships moving through it, upending decades of precedence considering the strait an international waterway.
There had been multiple days of U.S. airstrikes targeting Iran, as well as Iranian retaliatory fire targeting nations across the Mideast. Those strikes had been sparked by Iran attacking three ships in the strait earlier this week.

    
Trump makes online threat toward Iran
A thousand "missiles are Locked and Loaded and aimed at the Islamic Republic of Iran, with thousands of more to immediately follow, should the Iranian Government act on its threat," Trump wrote on his website.
The U.S. president described his threat as coming over threats "to assassinate, or attempt to assassinate" him. During Khamenei's funeral, mourners repeatedly held posters or banners calling for him to be killed along with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 



    
        




    




The Iran war's opening moments on Feb. 28 saw an airstrike that killed Khamenei, 86. Iran only buried Khamenei this week in a dayslong funeral ceremony that saw his body taken to cities in both Iran and Iraq. 
Trump added in his post that the U.S. military would "completely decimate and destroy all areas of Iran -- PRAISE BE TO ALLAH!" 
Trump repeatedly during the war and its uneasy ceasefire has invoked the name of God in Arabic, as well as threatened to destroy Iran's very civilization. The Council on American-Islamic Relations, a nationwide advocacy group, in the past has criticized Trump's "deranged mocking of Islam." 

    
        
    
US officials call on Iran to issue strait statement
The U.S. officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity to describe to reporters the state of play with Iran, said the resumption of strikes this week came after what they described as a rogue faction of Iranian hard-liners trying to sabotage the ceasefire between Tehran and Washington. 
However, Iran has insisted its theocracy is unified after the war under the country's new supreme leader, Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei. 

    
The U.S. officials said Friday that Trump is giving U.S. negotiators limited time to reach a deal with Iran, but, in a sign of the challenges ahead, they underscored that the president had a wide range of options if talks fall apart. 
Moments before the U.S. officials spoke, however, Tehran's diplomat at the United Nations told reporters that any activity in the Strait of Hormuz, including its opening or demining operations, "rests exclusively with Iran." 

    
        
    
Qatari mediators separately traveled to Iran to meet with officials on Friday, Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesperson Esmail Baghaei said. 
Iran has said the strait must now be under its sole control and that vessels should begin to pay fees to Tehran -- even though the world for decades has considered it an international waterway. About a fifth of all traded oil and natural gas passed through the strait before the war began.
Iran's grip on the strait during the conflict led to a global energy crisis, though oil prices have sharply dropped since wartime highs of $120 a barrel. 

    
Middle East remains tense after attacks
After the U.S. wrapped up its latest strikes on Thursday, more attacks reportedly hit Iran, leaving questions about who else may be targeting the Islamic Republic. Israel didn't claim them, meaning the Gulf Arab states may have launched them, likely as a means to deter Iran from attacking them again. Iran on Thursday retaliated for U.S. strikes by targeting Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait and Qatar. 
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi plans to discuss the strait with his Omani counterpart at a meeting Saturday in Oman, Iran's state-run IRNA news agency said. Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan told his country's state broadcaster TRT that he believed "a solution can be reached" this weekend between Iran and Oman, which lie on opposite sides of the narrow waterway.
However, Araghchi on Saturday accused the U.S. of violating the interim deal by ending waivers allowing Iran to sell crude oil on the open market in U.S. dollars. Washington did that in response to the attacks on ships in the strait. 

    
"Reality check: There can only be mutual compliance," Araghchi wrote on X. 
The U.S. continues to urge mariners to travel on a southern route through Oman's territorial waters to avoid Iranian waters and the commands of its paramilitary Revolutionary Guard. That has angered Tehran and sparked the attacks in the strait. 

    
US insists nuclear deal will require Iran to turn over enriched uranium
The U.S. officials also told journalists that any deal on Iran's nuclear program would require Tehran to turn over its stockpile of highly enriched uranium. That's something Iran has repeatedly refused. 
If the U.S. does not reach a deal with Iran to turn over its nuclear material, it has military options to ensure that it remains buried underground forever, the officials said. They did not detail those options.
The uranium, enriched to near weapons-grade levels, is believed to be at nuclear sites the U.S. bombed in 2025. Iran long has insisted its nuclear program is peaceful, despite the International Atomic Energy Agency saying the Islamic Republic is the only country in the world to enrich uranium so highly without a weapons program. 

The officials also insisted that they would never reach a nuclear deal with Iran if it would not first stop its attacks on ships in the Strait of Hormuz.
___
Price and Weissert reported from Washington. 
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    Former Heat teammates Bam Adebayo, Tyler Herro have brief altercation in Las Vegas, AP source says




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Washington Wizards guard Trae Young attempts a technical foul free throw against the New Orleans Pelicans in the second half of an NBA basketball game in New Orleans, March 8, 2026. (AP Photo/Peter Forest, File)]
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                                        Former Miami Heat teammates Bam Adebayo and Tyler Herro had a brief verbal and physical altercation at a practice facility for the NBA's Summer League in Las Vegas on Friday, according to a person with knowledge of the matter.
Adebayo struck Herro at least once during the encounter, said the person, who spoke on condition of anonymity to The Associated Press because neither player, nor their teams, revealed any details publicly.
Herro was traded to the Milwaukee Bucks earlier this month in the deal that brought Giannis Antetokounmpo to the Heat, where he'll play alongside Adebayo, the Heat captain.
The Heat said they were aware that an incident took place and declined further comment. Herro spoke briefly to The Miami Herald and the South Florida Sun-Sentinel after a summer game between the Bucks and Heat, saying "my only comment is no comment." Herro attended that game; Adebayo was not present for the contest.
ESPN first reported details of the altercation.

    
The person who spoke with AP said one of the factors related to the altercation was that Herro had evidently made some critical comments about Adebayo -- and the three-year, $166 million extension that Miami gave him in 2024. Herro is believed to have made those comments in direct messages to someone on social media, and screenshots of those conversations eventually went public.
In other events in Las Vegas at summer league on Friday:



    
        




    




Young discusses new deal with Wizards
The Washington Wizards essentially have been holding team meetings in Las Vegas, with veterans at Summer League to watch No. 1 pick AJ Dybantsa -- and players such as Anthony Davis showing up to support Trae Young at the news conference discussing his $212 million, four-year deal.
Young seemed to enjoy the team bonding.

    
        
    
"I'm a people's person," Young said. "I think to be the best version of yourself, you've got to be in the most comfortable spot for yourself. I mean, surround yourself with the right people and the right things. And for me, just being around here (for) the few months that I was after I got traded, it just felt like this could be my next home. And I mean, that's why I'm here."
Young is a four-time All-Star who was sidelined by injuries for most of this past season, averaging just 17.9 points -- more than seven points per game below his career average -- in only 15 games with Atlanta and Washington. He made five appearances with the Wizards after getting traded to them by the Hawks, who had Young for his first 7 1/2 NBA seasons.

    
Young said he's heard the criticism of how much money the Wizards committed to him, insisting he's not bothered.
"I don't really care about what other people think," Young said. "I just care about what the people in this organization think, my teammates think and how we're going to get better and how we're going to find ways to win games. So, what everybody else has to say, I mean, it's all irrelevant to me."

    
Union displeased with second apron
Newly installed National Basketball Players Association executive director David Kelly lashed out at the second apron Friday, saying the union will fight it in the next collective bargaining agreement.
"We are not fans of the second apron," Kelly said. "We did not propose the second apron. We should have done a better job of fighting back against the second apron, and in the future, we will have a much more unified union, and we will do a better of fighting it back against a second apron."
Kelly was responding to a question surrounding something NBA veteran Kyle Kuzma wrote on social media earlier this month. Kuzma said "the first and second apron are starting to function like a hard cap on player value, team continuity, and player movement."
Kuzma called on the union to raise its game and not, as he put it, have the league "continue to run circles around us time and time again with elite lawyers, economists, cap experts, media strategists, and long term business operators."
Kelly took some issue with that, saying he did so respectfully.

"You don't ever go into any sort of a competition trying to score as many points as your opponent," Kelly said. "We do not need anyone who is equal to the NBA. The NBA is not the standard. We need people who will fight for us and force the NBA to raise their game to our standard."
The current CBA is scheduled to remain in place through at least the 2028-29 season.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA
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    DHS was granted $20M for body cameras. ICE agents in fatal Houston shooting had none




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An ICE Special Response Team member stands guard outside the Metropolitan Detention Center, while protesters gather outside to denounce the ICE, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, operations, June 10, 2025, in downtown Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer, File)]
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[image: Congresswoman Sylvia Garcia speaks during a press briefing regarding her conversation with Acting ICE Director David Venturella outside her office in Houston, on Friday, July 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Annie Mulligan)]
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[image: A makeshift memorial for Lorenzo Salgado Araujo, who was shot and killed by an ICE officer Tuesday, is shown Wednesday, July 8, 2026, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: Ronaldo Salgado and Lorenzo Jr., sons of Lorenzo Salgado Araujo, hold a photograph of their father during a news conference Wednesday, July 8, 2026, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: Congresswoman Sylvia Garcia speaks during a vigil for Lorenzo Salgado Araujo, a Mexican national fatally shot by a federal immigration agent a day prior, Wednesday, July 8, 2026, in Houston. (AP Photo/Mark Felix)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- In the days after two American citizens were shot and killed in Minneapolis earlier this year, former Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem said the department would "rapidly acquire and deploy" body cameras to its officers around the country. 
Nearly half a year later, after another shooting death under disputed circumstances blamed on the department, the promise still hasn't been fully met -- prompting outrage from critics who say the cameras are a chance at accountability for officers enforcing President Donald Trump's immigration crackdown.
The Immigration and Customs Enforcement officers involved in the Houston shooting death of Lorenzo Salgado Araujo, a Mexican man who lived in the U.S. for more than 35 years, were not wearing body cameras, Homeland Security has said. 
No evidence has emerged to support DHS' version of events -- that an officer opened fire at Salgado Araujo after he rammed an ICE vehicle chasing his van. Witnesses deny those claims. Cameras could have helped shed light on what exactly took place. 
The shooting has opened ICE up to fresh scrutiny over its tactics at a time when arrests have ticked up and as DHS is flush with billions of dollars from an infusion granted by Congress -- some of which was earmarked to outfit officers with body cameras.
"Even after we've given ICE specifically $20 million for body cameras and Kristi Noem promised in February of this year that she was going to purchase them and get them in the field, that here we were in Houston that the agents didn't have them," said Rep. Sylvia Garcia, a Democrat from Houston, during a news conference Friday.

    
Body cameras, and the lack of them, a key issue in Trump's second term
Days after Alex Pretti was killed while protesting ICE activity in Minneapolis in January, Noem announced that every Homeland Security officer on the ground there would be issued body-worn cameras. Noem said it was the beginning of a nationwide effort to get them to every officer around the country as funding becomes available.



    
        




    




"We will rapidly acquire and deploy body cameras to DHS law enforcement across the country," Noem, who has since been replaced by Markwayne Mullin, said in a social media post.

    
        
    
Homeland Security said Thursday that body cameras have been deployed to more than half of ICE field offices around the country and that the remainder would get them in the next 60 days.
Garcia said she told the acting head of ICE, David Venturella, during a phone call that she was outraged over the lack of body-worn cameras. She said Venturella told her that less than a third of officers nationally have been issued body cameras. He promised her that all officers would get them by the end of July, she said.

    
"Trust me, I will hold him to it, and I will make sure that all my colleagues in Congress and the Democratic caucus hold him to it," she said.
Michelle Gross, president of the Minnesota-based advocacy group Communities United Against Police Brutality said ICE shouldn't conduct enforcement operations until all officers are equipped with body cameras.
"If they're going to be running around with guns and stopping people, you damn well better have some body cameras," she said. "This is an agency that's soaking up an incredible amount of tax dollars and we can't have any accountability?" 

    
In earlier shootings, some officers wore cameras -- but not all
Homeland Security said at the time of the Pretti shooting that four of the Border Patrol agents were wearing cameras. Investigators from Customs and Border Protection were able to use video from those cameras as well as other sources to determine that more than one officer on the scene fired shots during the Pretti death.
The department has not said whether any of the ICE officers on the scene of the killing of 37-year-old mother of three Renee Good earlier in January were wearing the cameras. Bystander video of both shootings was highly scrutinized and fanned public outrage over the incidents.
The former acting head of ICE, Todd Lyons, said while testifying to Congress in the aftermath of the Minneapolis events that the body camera footage would eventually be released to the public but it so far has not. Lyons has since retired.
Lyons and his counterpart at CBP, Rodney Scott, testified at the time that thousands of their officers were already outfitted with body cameras, with more to come.

    
"That's one thing that I'm committed to is full transparency. And I fully welcome body cameras all across the spectrum in all of our law enforcement activities," Lyons said.
In a January court filing, at a time when roughly 2,000 ICE officers were deployed to Minnesota, a senior ICE officer said in a court deposition that body-worn cameras had not been deployed to deportation officers working out of the St. Paul office. Samuel J. Olson, the head of the St. Paul field office, said the agency would need roughly half a year to do all the equipping and training needed to roll out body cameras to all the ICE law enforcement officers in the state.
The body camera issue has come up at other times during Trump's second term as growing numbers of ICE and CBP officers are enforcing the president's mass deportation agenda.
In Chicago, as Homeland Security officers were out in force as part of "Operation Midway Blitz," a judge required federal immigration officers to wear body cameras, saying that they would provide evidence to back up how agents handle confrontations with protesters. 

    
Homeland Security blames Democrats for slow rollout but Dems push back
Homeland Security officials have blamed Democrats for the fact that not every officer has cameras yet.
"The officers involved in the incident in Houston had not been issued body-worn cameras due to back-to-back Democrat shutdowns," the department said.
Those shutdowns were fueled by Democrats' anger over President Trump's immigration crackdown and demands to force reforms on Homeland Security. 

In the wake of the Pretti and Good shootings, the one area where Republicans and Democrats appeared to agree was the need for widespread adoption of body cameras for officers taking part in immigration enforcement tasks. In April, Congress gave Homeland Security $20 million for "the procurement, deployment, and operations of body-worn cameras" for officers carrying out immigration enforcement tasks.
Garcia called the accusation that Democrats were to blame for the officers not having body cameras "ludicrous."
"That's just a freaking excuse, because the bottom line is they made a commitment," said Garcia.
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    Mexican builder fatally shot by an ICE officer is mourned after making a life in the US




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ronaldo Salgado and Lorenzo Jr., sons of Lorenzo Salgado Araujo, hold a photograph of their father during a news conference Wednesday, July 8, 2026, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: Ronaldo Salgado, son of Lorenzo Salgado Araujo, speaks as his brother, Lorenzo Jr., left, holds family photographs during a news conference Wednesday, July 8, 2026, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: A woman who wished to be identified by her last name Faith places a homemade wreath at the site where Lorenzo Salgado Araujo was shot by an ICE officer in Houston, Friday, July 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Annie Mulligan)]
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[image: A couple spends a moment after placing flowers at the site where Lorenzo Salgado Araujo was shot by an ICE officer in Houston, Friday, July 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Annie Mulligan)]
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            TIM SULLIVAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        The builder got up every morning long before dawn, left home to pick up his construction crew and then headed out to work on yet another house somewhere across the sprawl of Houston.
Fourteen hours later, Lorenzo Salgado Araujo would return to the wife he'd met as a teenager in Mexico and the modest house he'd built for his family on the city's east side.
It's what he'd done for decades, according to Ronaldo Salgado, his oldest son. He said his father built hundreds of houses over 35 years, creating a life for his family and watching as his three sons headed off to college.
On Tuesday, a U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement officer fatally shot Salgado Araujo, 52, after he was pursued by federal agents driving unmarked vehicles while he was taking his crew to their latest job site. The shooting has outraged Houston leaders and renewed public scrutiny over ICE and Trump's immigration crackdown. 
"This family needs answers. America needs answers," Democratic U.S. Rep. Sylvia Garcia, whose district includes the area where the shooting happened, said Friday. "This should not be happening in our streets or any street in this country."

    
Salgado Araujo was not the target of ICE's operation
Federal agents were looking for someone else when they tried to stop Salgado Araujo's white van, Garcia said, citing a briefing she receiving from ICE's acting director. The Department of Homeland Security has said an ICE officer fired at the van in self-defense after Salgado Araujo, who officials described as an "illegal alien," rammed an ICE vehicle. They have provided no evidence.



    
        




    




The three men that Salgado Araujo was driving said he was shot through a passenger window and that the ICE officer who fired was not in front of the van or even in danger, a lawyer who has spoken with them said Friday.

    
        
    
His family has also disputed the account from ICE. They said lawyers, who were helping him apply for a work permit, had explained how he should behave if immigration agents stopped him. Salgado Araujo was close to obtaining legal status when he was killed, they said.
"He knew what to do," Ronaldo Salgado told reporters this week. "He knew not to sign anything. He knew that the first phone call he should make should be either to myself or to my mom. So that way we can get the process started of getting him out."

    
He believes his father may have been scared that he was being followed by unmarked vehicles, worried someone was planning to steal his van or his tools. 
The shooting in the heavily Hispanic neighborhood is at least the eighth death during the Trump administration's immigration enforcement campaign.

    
        
    
A kind, present husband and father
Salgado Araujo entered the U.S. more than 30 years ago, settling in Houston with his wife where they raised their three children. 
Education was a constant focus in the house, said Ronaldo Salgado, who is now a teacher. One of his brothers is an engineer. The other is in college studying engineering.
Several childhood friends of Salgado recalled that his father was kind and softspoken, always inquiring about his wife's day and how his sons' friends were doing after a long day at work.
"We didn't really see him until the end of the day when he came home to have dinner, but that just shows how much of a hard worker he was," said neighbor Jessica Alanis Magdaleno. "Everything they have now is thanks to the dedication to that."

    
Josue Flores, a friend of Ronaldo Salgado since their freshman year of high school, said he first saw Lorenzo Salgado Araujo at his son's football game.
"I think it speaks volumes of the kind of person that he was," Flores said, recalling how Salgado Araujo showed up for his son even after an arduous day of work.
Salgado Araujo's wife, a relative said, is "inconsolable."
"She is very upset... angry, sad, disoriented," Jose Torres Ramon, a nephew who lives in Mexico, told The Associated Press in a Facebook message.

After coming home in the evening, Salgado Araujo liked to listen to music on the porch and pet the family dog. His family has described him as a simple man of routine.
"He did not deserve to die," Ronaldo Salgado said. "He dedicated his life in the United States to giving his family the American dream."
___
Associated Press reporters Jack Brook in New Orleans and Valerie Gonzalez in McAllen, Texas, contributed.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/houston-ice-killing-immigration-trump-1d8860a6fe93d7cef6d647898a77a434
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