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      Breaking News

      
        British police hunt killer of former minister
        LONDON - A 26-year-old man  arrested on suspicion of &zwnj;the murder of former British government minister Ann Widdecombe has been released and is no longer part of the investigation, police  said [?]on Saturday.

      

      
        England battle Norway, Argentina face Swiss in World Cup last eight
        LOS ANGELES - England lock horns with Norway in a World Cup quarter-final in Miami on Friday that pits Harry Kane against Erling Haaland in a mouthwatering battle of elite sharpshooters.

      

      
        German fugitive wanted for child abuse arrested in Buri Ram
        A 74-year-old German fugitive wanted by Interpol was arrested in Buri Ram on Saturday on charges of sexually abusing his young stepson, who had previously moved with his Thai mother to live with the man in Germany.

      

      
        Has internal security become indefensible?
        An important conversation was set off this week when the chairman of the Prime Minister's Advisory Council, former house speaker Wan Muhamad Noor Matha, called for the dissolution of the Internal Security Operations Command (Isoc), questioning not only its purpose but its massive and opaque budget and chequered record.

      

      
        Tim Cook blames Micron as Apple raises prices
        Apple chief executive Tim Cook has blamed the US memory-chip manufacturer Micron for forcing the tech giant to aggressively increase product prices in late June, drawing a sharp counter-accusation from the supplier.

      

      
        More flights to Taipei and Shanghai cancelled due to Typhoon Bavi
        Thai Airways International has cancelled more flights between Bangkok and Shanghai and Bangkok and Taipei this weekend due to the impact of Typhoon Bavi.

      

      
        The high cost of a reshuffle
        Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's insistence that there will be no cabinet reshuffle any time soon reflects more than confidence in his ministers. It also underscores the political reality that his room for manoeuvre is far narrower than many observers assume.

      

      
        People in southern Spain village urged to evacuate as wildfire rages
        Residents in a southern Spain village were urged to evacuate as a raging wildfire engulfed the hills nearby on Friday (July 10). - REUTERS

      

      
        Protests erupt in India over rape and murder, suspect killed by police
        The mother of a rape suspect who was shot dead by police in India's West Bengal state on Wednesday (July 8) refused to claim his body. The suspect was arrested after the body of an 11-year-old girl was found in a pond on Sunday (July 5), &nbsp;according to local media reports. The case sparked outrage and triggered protests in West Bengal, while the suspect's death also fueled anger among...

      

      
        Taiwan prepares for heavy rain as Typhoon Bavi approaches
        Taiwan distributed sandbags to residents of Taipei on Friday (July 10) as Typhoon Bavi barreled in, prompting forecasts of torrential rainfall, violent winds and flooding. - REUTERS
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									British police hunt killer of former minister								

								Ann Widdecombe found dead in Devon home, initial suspect released after questioning
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																LONDON - A 26-year-old man  arrested on suspicion of the murder of former British government minister Ann Widdecombe has been released and is no longer part of the investigation, police  said [?]on Saturday.
"Our priority remains identifying those responsible and ensuring that all available evidence is thoroughly examined," Assistant Chief Constable Matt Longman said in a statement released by Devon and Cornwall police.

"Our murder enquiry [?]is in its early stages but moving at a significant pace. We are deploying all of the necessary resources to find out exactly what has  happened," he added.

Ambulance workers called police to Widdecombe's home in rural southwestern England  on Thursday, where she had been found dead after suffering serious injuries, police  said.

Police said a 26-year-old, white British man had been arrested in Newton  Abbot, a town about 15km from Widdecombe's home. He was released a few hours later.

There was no information to suggest the murder was related to terrorism or had a political motive, said Longman.

Widdecombe, [?]78, was known for her socially conservative views, first as a [?]junior minister in the Conservative government of John Major from 1992-97, and more recently as an immigration and justice spokesperson for [?]Nigel Farage's populist Reform UK.

News on  Friday of her death led to tributes from across the political spectrum, including from Prime Minister Keir Starmer, who paid tribute to "Ann's dedication during her many years of public service".

Two serving British members of parliament have been murdered in the last decade.

The Labour lawmaker Jo Cox was shot and stabbed by a Nazi-obsessed loner during the Brexit campaign in 2016. The Conservative lawmaker David Amess was stabbed to death in 2021 by a man inspired by the militant group, Islamic State.

Social conservative

Throughout her political career Widdecombe was known for her bluntness and socially conservative views, including opposition to abortion and to equalising the age of consent for homosexual and heterosexual relationships.

She also defended a policy of  shackling pregnant prisoners during childbirth to prevent their escape, and viewed single mothers as poor role models, but was unusual among Conservative lawmakers in opposing the hunting of foxes with hounds.

In one of her most memorable  comments, [?]she said her former boss and future Conservative leader, Michael Howard, had "something of the night about him".

Widdecombe said she never had sex or experienced romance, and converted to Catholicism partly in protest at [?]the Church of England's ordination of women as priests.

After leaving parliament, she appeared on the TV talent show Strictly Come Dancing in 2010. Despite her awkward dancing style and criticism from the judges, she was popular with viewers. Later she said the show's decision to feature same-sex couples was out of keeping with its [?]family audience.

She later joined Nigel Farage's Brexit Party and served as a member of the European Parliament  between 2019 and 2020.

Farage said she "played a decisive role in getting Brexit over the line".

Former Conservative prime minister Boris Johnson called her "a heroic Brexiteer and a great speaker who [?]could move Tory audiences to such ecstasy that she was  a very hard act to follow". 
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/3284439/british-police-hunt-killer-of-former-minister
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									England battle Norway, Argentina face Swiss in World Cup last eight								

								Kane-Haaland showdown eagerly awaited but scorching weather in Miami could take toll on players
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: It's Harry Kane against Erling Haaland in the World Cup quarter-final. (Photo: AFP)]
											
																							
													It's Harry Kane against Erling Haaland in the World Cup quarter-final. (Photo: AFP)												

																					

									

																LOS ANGELES - England lock horns with Norway in a World Cup quarter-final in Miami on Friday that pits Harry Kane against Erling Haaland in a mouthwatering battle of elite sharpshooters.
The teams are competing to face either reigning champions Argentina or surprise package Switzerland in the semi-finals. Kick-off is at 4am Sunday Thailand time.

Kane has once again been England's hero, dragging his teammates through an attritional last-16 meeting with Mexico at the Estadio Azteca that they won 3-2 despite having a man sent off.

The Bayern Munich forward has scored six goals to fire the Three Lions to the quarter-finals.

Haaland appears to have been enjoying himself ever since he touched down in the United States and began smashing in the seven goals that have carried Norway further than ever before.

Their run, which included eliminating Brazil, has been accompanied by their fans' joyous rowing celebration that has turned venues across the US into giant human Viking ships.

"Every game has been the most important (in history) for Norwegian football, especially in the knockout rounds, so this is the third time it is the most important game," Norway coach Stale Solbakken said on Friday.

Kane described 25-year-old Haaland as "a beast" but insisted he and the Manchester City striker had contrasting styles.

"I see myself as a different player, although I score the same goals," the England captain, 32, said on Friday.

"I like to maybe touch the ball a little bit more, be involved with the play a little bit more, but also can play as maybe the out-and-out number nine.

"I don't think it's one to compare ourselves. I respect him a lot as a player and as a professional. Obviously, I'm hoping he has a quiet day tomorrow, but I think his overall performance is very good."

England were boosted by the return to training on Friday of the influential trio of Declan Rice, Marc Guehi and Reece James, who have been dealing with illness and injury.

Coach Thomas Tuchel described their presence as "the best news" and said: "We took a big step in our last match, but it was only a step.

"The next step is to win a quarter-final. The important thing is to look up at what is ahead of us."

The contest in Miami's Hard Rock Stadium is likely to be a sweaty affair played in temperatures forecast to rise above 40 degrees Celsius (104 degrees Fahrenheit).

Fatigue setting in?

Argentina made a smooth start to their bid to become the first country since Brazil in 1962 to win back-to-back World Cups.

But since they entered the knockout rounds, frailties have crept in as they were pushed to breaking point by first World Cup debutants Cape Verde and then Egypt.

Lionel Messi, who turned 39 during the group phase, has again been the talisman for the South Americans, his genius repeatedly getting his team out of tight spots.

But there is just a suggestion that the Swiss, a well-organised unit marshalled by defensive general Granit Xhaka, could exploit any weariness and cause them problems at Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City.

"They have very experienced players. They are strong. So it will be a tough opponent, that is for sure," Argentina coach Lionel Scaloni said on Friday.

Messi will be bidding to add to the 21 goals -- a new record -- he has scored across the six World Cups in which he has played.

On Friday, Spain struck late to beat Belgium 2-1 and move on to a blockbuster World Cup semi-final against France.

The game in Los Angeles was decided by a goalkeeping error from Belgium's Senne Lammens, who spilled a shot, allowing Mikel Merino to pounce to make it 2-1 in the 88th minute.

European champions Spain, who earlier conceded their first goal in the entire tournament, will now face the swashbuckling French in Arlington, Texas on Tuesday.

Spain coach Luis de la Fuente said the game would be "a final before the final", given the quality of both teams.
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									German fugitive wanted for child abuse arrested in Buri Ram								

								74-year-old accused of abusing stepson living with Thai mother in Germany
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																A 74-year-old German fugitive wanted by Interpol was arrested in Buri Ram on Saturday on charges of sexually abusing his young stepson, who had previously moved with his Thai mother to live with the man in Germany.
The suspect, who refused to give his name, had been prosecuted under German law but later fled court proceedings and absconded to Thailand, said Pol Maj Gen Phairat Phukcharoen, commander of Immigration Bureau Division 4.

Case records showed the suspect had sexually abused his 10-year-old Thai stepson over a five-year period. The boy was the child of a Thai woman who had relocated to live with the suspect in Europe.

He exploited opportunities when his wife was absent from the home to commit repeated assaults, police said.

Thai Immigration received confirmation of the Red Notice and intelligence that the suspect was hiding in the Northeast.

The man was apprehended in a house in tambon Lak Khet in Muang district. The residence was located in the middle of rice fields and surrounded by zinc fencing.

Officers tracking the suspect said the fugitive was highly cautious, aware that he was being monitored and rarely went outside, according to Pol Maj Gen Phairat.

The German was taken into custody, with his visa formally revoked.

He will be deported to Germany to face trial and has been placed on a blacklist barring future entry into Thailand, Pol Maj Gen Phairat said.
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									Has internal security become indefensible?								

								Respected veteran politician touches a raw nerve by calling for dissolution of Isoc
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																An important conversation was set off this week when the chairman of the Prime Minister's Advisory Council, former house speaker Wan Muhamad Noor Matha, called for the dissolution of the Internal Security Operations Command (Isoc), questioning not only its purpose but its massive and opaque budget and chequered record.
The pointed recommendation was predictably met with assertions, including from the prime minister, that Isoc remains a crucial and effective force for national security. 

Where Mr Wan pointed out highly questionable overspending, grave suspicions of intimidation and violence, and the dubiousness of a military outfit handling domestic issues, the responses he received have mostly remained in the realm of vaguely explaining how Isoc "integrates efforts" for the security of the Thai public.       

The respected veteran politician from southern Thailand raised the dissolution idea during a review of the National Security Council's budget, where he was speaking in his role as a member of the committee scrutinising the 3.8-trillion-baht budget bill for the 2027 fiscal year.

He arrived at the proposal following an examination of spending to tackle the southern border insurgency.

After a measured start, saying "I believe it is time to dissolve Isoc. It has been allocated billions of baht over many years, and we must ask whether that spending has been worthwhile," Mr Wan dispensed with the niceties.

"I haven't seen any outstanding achievements by Isoc. It gained attention two or three months before for allegedly shooting an MP.

"Is shooting an MP part of Isoc's mission? I don't know. They may deny it, but the suspects have already been arrested, and the case is now before the court. It involved an Isoc vehicle, an Isoc firearm and Isoc personnel," he asserted.

He was referring to the shooting of fellow Prachachat party member and MP for Narathiwat, Kamolsak Leewamoh, a lawyer known for coming to the defence of southerners allegedly wronged by the state.

The investigation of the failed assassination attempt uncovered a range of suspected links to the security services. The cause was not helped by Lt Gen Narathip Phoynork, the 4th Army Region commander and director of Isoc Region 4, who declared in a hot-mic moment: "If it were me, I wouldn't let him survive."

Just as plainly as Mr Wan stated his desire to see Isoc retired, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul bluntly shot down the possibility.

"I made it clear yesterday that Isoc will not be dissolved," he said when questioned on a visit to the Ministry of Defence on Wednesday.

"It is an important mechanism that enables the government to implement national security policies effectively."

"Some people see Isoc only as a security organisation, but it also helps improve people's well-being and daily lives, it is an important bridge between the government and the military in delivering services and assistance to citizens."

Joining the defence, Isoc secretary-general Gen Chaipruak Doungprapat, who is also the army chief of staff, argued that the command is a necessity, going as far as comparing its function to that of the US Department of Homeland Security.

His justification for the analogy was that Isoc, like Homeland Security, coordinates disparate security agencies and achieves the integration needed for effective domestic stability.

In fairness, Gen Chaipruak assured Isoc is willing to accept criticism but nonetheless brushed off talk that it had duplicate personnel payments. Most of the officers employed by Isoc are seconded from the army and the police.

Nantiwat Samart, a former secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs who also served as deputy director of Thailand's National Intelligence Agency, reacted to the idea in a post reminding that Isoc was first established to serve as the main apparatus to counter the communist insurgency in the 1970s.

Due to its foundations, he argued, the body has an expertise in defending internal stability and is well-equipped to address different types of domestic threats.

Central to his argument was that Isoc has been a "thorn in the side" of the separatist movement in the southern border provinces.

"Politicians are always trying to sever the limbs of state units that stand in the way of their benefits without care towards the interests of the nation, or trying to water them down to the point of being meaningless," he complained.

"We must not dissolve Isoc. We must not provide a loophole with which separatists can gain a foothold."

It is possible that Mr Wan is trying to "sever the limbs" of this military apparatus, but it is the same one that just a few weeks ago, was ordered by a court to pay damages to human rights activists smeared by an Information Operation that actively sought to destroy their reputations.

It is the same organisation that has acknowledged compiling a list of "high-value target" Thai citizens, including Mr Anutin himself, for monitoring and scrutiny.

It is the same organisation that regularly requests annual budgets exceeding 7 billion baht to conduct operations that overlap with other state agencies, and to continue a counter-separatist effort that has not seemed to make any significant progress in over two decades.

The arguments may be that Isoc carries out a variety of useful functions, but none address whether it is specifically needed for those functions when other specialised entities exist.

Perhaps more importantly, what needs to be addressed is whether Isoc's perceived good outweighs the many serious and credible accusations made against it.

That is, unless its actual justification is somewhere within those less than savoury activities? 
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									Tim Cook blames Micron as Apple raises prices

									Memory chipmaker hits back, saying big customers squeezed suppliers during earlier downturn
								

									Apple chief executive Tim Cook has blamed the US memory-chip manufacturer Micron for forcing the tech giant to aggressively increase product prices in late June, drawing a sharp counter-accusation from the supplier.
									In an interview with the Wall Street Journal, Mr Cook said memory-chip production capacity had plummeted just as consumer demand surged. He alleged that memory manufacturers had seized the opportunity to increase RAM trading prices, leaving Apple to shoulder massive cost increases.

The chief executive's remarks strongly imply that Apple views memory-chip manufacturers as the root cause of the current severe chip shortage and skyrocketing prices.

However, Micron chief business officer Sumit Sadana hit back in a separate interview with the Journal, recalling the market downturn of 2023. He noted that during that period, several major clients capitalised on the situation by aggressively driving down prices to historic lows for their own benefit.

Mr Sadana argued that this predatory pricing squeezed the profit margins of memory chipmakers, including Micron, leaving them without the capital required to build new factories or expand production capacity. Consequently, he said, manufacturers now lack the facilities needed to meet the massive spike in customer demand.

While Mr Sadana stopped short of naming Apple directly, international media outlets quickly inferred that the iPhone maker was a primary target of the criticism. Apple is one of Micron's largest customers and is widely known for leveraging long-term contracts to squeeze suppliers.

Recent industry data reveals that memory and storage chip prices have quadrupled compared to the past three quarters. Prices are projected to surge by another 58% to 63% by the end of the third quarter of 2026.

Analysts at JPMorgan warned that smartphone prices could climb even higher in the future. They estimated that memory-chip production costs for the iPhone could jump by approximately 45% by 2027.

Meanwhile, data from the market research firm Gartner indicates that combined memory and storage chip prices are on track to soar by up to 130% by the end of 2026. This spike is expected to drive up PC prices by 17% and smartphone prices by more than 13%.

Source: Gartner, Wall Street Journal, Yahoo Finance, Korea JoongAngDaily
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									More flights to Taipei and Shanghai cancelled due to Typhoon Bavi								

															

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Bangkok Post file photo.]
											
																							
													Bangkok Post file photo.												

																					

									

																Thai Airways International has cancelled more flights between Bangkok and Shanghai and Bangkok and Taipei this weekend due to the impact of Typhoon Bavi.
The airline said the three Saturday flights that were cancelled are:

Bangkok-Shanghai route


	TG664 leaving Bangkok at 10.45am

	TG665 leaving Shanghai at 5.25pm



Bangkok-Taipei route


	TG636 leaving Bangkok at 5.15am



Also cancelled is flight TG637 leaving Taipei to Bangkok at 7.55am on Sunday.

All times are local, the airline noted.

[image: ]

Typhoon Bavi has forced the Taiwanese [?]government [?]to evacuate more than 14,000  people from mainly mountainous areas, mostly in the north and east, as the island  shut down for the storm's medium strength, according to Reuters.

Thxere were 917 [?]international flights cancelled, as well as all 274 domestic flights.

Almost all cities and counties across Taiwan declared a typhoon holiday for Saturday, closing any offices and schools that may have been  open on the weekend. The main north-south high-speed rail line remained open, but with  a reduced service.

In the capital Taipei, blustery wind and rain persisted, but some people were still out  on [?]the street, Reuters reported.
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									The high cost of a reshuffle								

								ABOUT POLITICS: PM has little room to overhaul cabinet built on delicate promises  Rivalry among allies, not Anutin-Newin rift, that drives Interior Ministry tensions
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																Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's insistence that there will be no cabinet reshuffle any time soon reflects more than confidence in his ministers. It also underscores the political reality that his room for manoeuvre is far narrower than many observers assume.
While cabinet reshuffles are a common tool for prime ministers seeking to improve performance, reward allies or neutralise rivals, the composition of the current administration makes any significant overhaul politically costly.

The cabinet is effectively built on three pillars within the ruling Bhumjaithai-led government: the party's next-generation political heirs, a group of high-profile technocrats, and a collection of veteran politicians and defectors who brought valuable electoral assets into the coalition. Each faction serves a distinct political purpose, making the removal of any minister a potentially disruptive exercise, according to a political analyst.

Mr Anutin recently ruled out a shake-up amid speculation that ministers were facing a one-year performance review. He made it clear that no such system had been adopted and that there were no plans for a cabinet reshuffle.

Perhaps the most politically protected group within Bhumjaithai comprises the younger generation of political heirs, who represent both the party's future leadership and its most influential power networks.

Digital Economy and Society Minister Chaichanok Chidchob is far more than another cabinet member. As the son of veteran political kingmaker Newin Chidchob, he carries the weight of one of the party's most influential political families. His appointment reflects Bhumjaithai's effort to showcase generational renewal while maintaining continuity with the Chidchob political machine that has long dominated the party's internal structure.

Likewise, Culture Minister Sabeeda Thaised, daughter of senior Bhumjaithai figure Chada Thaised, represents another powerful faction whose influence extends well beyond the cabinet table. Her appointment reflects the party's careful balancing of regional political networks and family-based patronage structures that remain central to electoral politics.

Removing either minister would therefore have implications far beyond ministerial performance. It would be interpreted as a signal about the standing of their respective political camps within Bhumjaithai, potentially fuelling factional tensions at a time when the government needs to preserve stability and unity.

This explains why speculation about cabinet changes rarely centres on ministers in this category. Their political value lies not only in policy execution but also in maintaining the party's internal equilibrium, the analyst said.

The second pillar of the cabinet -- one that many observers agree has strengthened the Anutin administration -- consists of technocrats whose expertise has broadened Bhumjaithai's appeal well beyond its traditional electoral base.

Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow, Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun and Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas represent a deliberate effort by Mr Anutin to project competence and professionalism.

For many middle-class and business-oriented voters, these appointments demonstrated that Bhumjaithai was serious about governing. The inclusion of respected non-politicians with distinguished careers helped counter perceptions that the party was driven primarily by provincial patronage networks, the analyst said.

The technocratic team also played a pivotal role during the election campaign. Bhumjaithai's victory on Feb 8 was attributed not only to its political machinery but also to voter confidence in its economic management credentials. The presence of experienced administrators and professionals reassured investors, business groups and sections of the bureaucracy.

Replacing these ministers would therefore risk undermining one of the government's core strengths. Unless a major scandal or policy failure emerges, Mr Anutin has little incentive to disrupt a team that contributes significantly to the administration's credibility and, ultimately, its survival.

Unlike career politicians, who often have factional support to cushion their departure, technocrats derive their authority primarily from performance and reputation. Removing them without clear justification could raise questions about the government's commitment to competence, professionalism and meritocracy.

The third pillar comprises home-grown politicians and defectors who joined Bhumjaithai before the election and helped expand its parliamentary base.

Industry Minister Varawut Silpa-archa is perhaps the most prominent example. His decision to bring nine MPs from the Chartthaipattana Party into Bhumjaithai strengthened the latter's electoral prospects and parliamentary numbers.

From a purely political perspective, ministers in this category appear more vulnerable than either the heirs or the technocrats. They lack the symbolic importance of the first group and the professional prestige of the second.

Yet they remain indispensable because they represent organised political factions, according to observers. Their bargaining power stems less from their individual cabinet portfolios than from the parliamentary support they command.

This dynamic makes cabinet changes possible, but only under strict conditions. If Mr Anutin seeks to reshuffle ministers from this group, negotiations are likely to focus on preserving factional quotas rather than removing individuals outright. A faction that currently controls one ministry would expect to retain equivalent representation, even if personnel changes occur.

In practice, portfolio swaps are easier to achieve than dismissals. Ministers could be reassigned to departments of comparable importance, allowing the prime minister to refresh the cabinet without alienating key political allies. Taken together, these three groups explain why Mr Anutin's dismissal of reshuffle rumours carries considerable credibility, a political source said.

The heirs are politically protected because they embody Bhumjaithai's future leadership and internal balance of power. The technocrats are protected because they provide expertise and credibility. The defectors are protected because they command parliamentary support and organised political factions.

Prime ministers typically reshuffle their cabinets to solve political or administrative problems. In the current government, however, each category of minister performs a function that extends beyond administrative responsibilities. Any change risks creating political costs that outweigh the benefits, the source said.

The more likely scenario is that Mr Anutin will continue to emphasise performance rather than personnel changes. Ministers may face greater pressure to deliver results, but any adjustments are more likely to involve advisers, internal management or portfolio refinements than wholesale dismissals.

That does not mean a reshuffle is impossible, the source said. Unexpected scandals, policy failures or shifting political alliances could still force Mr Anutin's hand. Politics has repeatedly shown that necessity can override even the most carefully constructed political arrangements.

For now, however, the structure of the cabinet itself remains the strongest argument against major change. The government is less a collection of individual ministers than a carefully calibrated coalition of political families, technocratic expertise and parliamentary factions. Disturbing that balance would be a risky undertaking for any prime minister, particularly one whose political success depends on keeping all three pillars firmly in place.

[image: Newin: Rumours of strained ties]
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No sign yet of a Bhumjaithai split

A lot of recent political speculation has focused on whether relations between Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and Bhumjaithai Party patriarch Newin Chidchob are beginning to show signs of strain.

Recent reports have pointed to growing tensions over personnel appointments within the Interior Ministry, the transfer of a deputy governor in Phuket, and differing approaches to investigations into alleged corruption in local government recruitment.

The appointment of Chaiwat Junthirapong, a close associate of Mr Newin from Buri Ram, as secretary to the interior minister has been interpreted by some as an attempt to strengthen Mr Newin's influence over the ministry.

Some political observers, however, believe the real tension is not between the two most influential figures in the party, but among their respective allies within the Interior Ministry.

The reported rivalry involves permanent secretary Unsit Sampuntharat, who is regarded as close to Mr Anutin, and Narucha Kosacivilize, director-general of the Department of Provincial Administration (DoPA), who is widely seen as aligned with Mr Newin.

The upcoming reshuffle of senior Interior Ministry officials, particularly the appointment of a new permanent secretary, is expected to be a key test of influence between rival factions within the party.

With both camps seeking to place their allies in key positions, observers warn that the rivalry could become a source of instability if it is not brought under control.

Thanaporn Sriyakul, director of the Political and Public Policy Analysis Institute, said there is still no clear evidence that the relationship between Mr Anutin and Mr Newin has deteriorated despite widespread speculation.

According to Mr Thanaporn, the two men have worked together for many years and understand the political cost of allowing personal differences to undermine their partnership.

He said they had also witnessed how the once-close relationship between former prime minister Prayut Chan-o-cha and former deputy prime minister Prawit Wongsuwon eventually collapsed, weakening both men politically after years at the centre of power.

"They [Mr Anutin and Mr Newin](#) know very well what happened when two powerful political allies went their separate ways. Neither side would want to repeat that experience," he said. Instead, Mr Thanaporn believes the current friction stems from competition among subordinates seeking greater influence within the Interior Ministry, where senior positions are limited.

"[Mr Anutin and Mr Newin](#) need to bring their own people back into line quickly. Otherwise, competition among subordinates could gradually undermine the unity of the party itself," Mr Thanaporn said.

He added that the issue has become more sensitive as the Interior Ministry faces mounting pressure over alleged corruption in the recruitment of local administration officials.

The investigation has already resulted in disciplinary action against several officials accused of helping candidates secure positions through examination fraud.

However, critics argue that the probe has so far focused mainly on middle-ranking officials while failing to identify those who may have directed the alleged scheme.

Mr Thanaporn said the public expects the government to demonstrate that it is prepared to pursue all those involved, regardless of rank or political connections.

A scandal involving billions of baht could not have occurred without influential figures providing support behind the scenes, he said.

"If Mr Anutin can resolve the examination scandal decisively, without protecting anyone or settling for half-measures, he could regain the public support he enjoyed after the election.

"But if the case gradually fades away without those truly responsible being held accountable, political pressure on him will only continue to grow," Mr Thanaporn said.

Yuttaporn Issarachai, a political scientist at Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University, said there is little reason at this stage to believe the relationship between Mr Anutin and Mr Newin is heading towards a serious split.

He said both men remain indispensable to each other and continue to rely on one another's political strengths in running the government and the party. While disagreements among officials backed by different factions within the Interior Ministry are inevitable, particularly when senior appointments are at stake, such disputes are unlikely to develop into a direct confrontation between the party's two leading figures, he said.

"Their camps in the ministry may clash from time to time, but that does not necessarily mean the relationship between the two men themselves is breaking down. In the end, they will be able to work things out," Mr Yuttaporn said. 
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									Has internal security become indefensible?								

								Respected veteran politician touches a raw nerve by calling for dissolution of Isoc
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																An important conversation was set off this week when the chairman of the Prime Minister's Advisory Council, former house speaker Wan Muhamad Noor Matha, called for the dissolution of the Internal Security Operations Command (Isoc), questioning not only its purpose but its massive and opaque budget and chequered record.
The pointed recommendation was predictably met with assertions, including from the prime minister, that Isoc remains a crucial and effective force for national security. 

Where Mr Wan pointed out highly questionable overspending, grave suspicions of intimidation and violence, and the dubiousness of a military outfit handling domestic issues, the responses he received have mostly remained in the realm of vaguely explaining how Isoc "integrates efforts" for the security of the Thai public.       

The respected veteran politician from southern Thailand raised the dissolution idea during a review of the National Security Council's budget, where he was speaking in his role as a member of the committee scrutinising the 3.8-trillion-baht budget bill for the 2027 fiscal year.

He arrived at the proposal following an examination of spending to tackle the southern border insurgency.

After a measured start, saying "I believe it is time to dissolve Isoc. It has been allocated billions of baht over many years, and we must ask whether that spending has been worthwhile," Mr Wan dispensed with the niceties.

"I haven't seen any outstanding achievements by Isoc. It gained attention two or three months before for allegedly shooting an MP.

"Is shooting an MP part of Isoc's mission? I don't know. They may deny it, but the suspects have already been arrested, and the case is now before the court. It involved an Isoc vehicle, an Isoc firearm and Isoc personnel," he asserted.

He was referring to the shooting of fellow Prachachat party member and MP for Narathiwat, Kamolsak Leewamoh, a lawyer known for coming to the defence of southerners allegedly wronged by the state.

The investigation of the failed assassination attempt uncovered a range of suspected links to the security services. The cause was not helped by Lt Gen Narathip Phoynork, the 4th Army Region commander and director of Isoc Region 4, who declared in a hot-mic moment: "If it were me, I wouldn't let him survive."

Just as plainly as Mr Wan stated his desire to see Isoc retired, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul bluntly shot down the possibility.

"I made it clear yesterday that Isoc will not be dissolved," he said when questioned on a visit to the Ministry of Defence on Wednesday.

"It is an important mechanism that enables the government to implement national security policies effectively."

"Some people see Isoc only as a security organisation, but it also helps improve people's well-being and daily lives, it is an important bridge between the government and the military in delivering services and assistance to citizens."

Joining the defence, Isoc secretary-general Gen Chaipruak Doungprapat, who is also the army chief of staff, argued that the command is a necessity, going as far as comparing its function to that of the US Department of Homeland Security.

His justification for the analogy was that Isoc, like Homeland Security, coordinates disparate security agencies and achieves the integration needed for effective domestic stability.

In fairness, Gen Chaipruak assured Isoc is willing to accept criticism but nonetheless brushed off talk that it had duplicate personnel payments. Most of the officers employed by Isoc are seconded from the army and the police.

Nantiwat Samart, a former secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs who also served as deputy director of Thailand's National Intelligence Agency, reacted to the idea in a post reminding that Isoc was first established to serve as the main apparatus to counter the communist insurgency in the 1970s.

Due to its foundations, he argued, the body has an expertise in defending internal stability and is well-equipped to address different types of domestic threats.

Central to his argument was that Isoc has been a "thorn in the side" of the separatist movement in the southern border provinces.

"Politicians are always trying to sever the limbs of state units that stand in the way of their benefits without care towards the interests of the nation, or trying to water them down to the point of being meaningless," he complained.

"We must not dissolve Isoc. We must not provide a loophole with which separatists can gain a foothold."

It is possible that Mr Wan is trying to "sever the limbs" of this military apparatus, but it is the same one that just a few weeks ago, was ordered by a court to pay damages to human rights activists smeared by an Information Operation that actively sought to destroy their reputations.

It is the same organisation that has acknowledged compiling a list of "high-value target" Thai citizens, including Mr Anutin himself, for monitoring and scrutiny.

It is the same organisation that regularly requests annual budgets exceeding 7 billion baht to conduct operations that overlap with other state agencies, and to continue a counter-separatist effort that has not seemed to make any significant progress in over two decades.

The arguments may be that Isoc carries out a variety of useful functions, but none address whether it is specifically needed for those functions when other specialised entities exist.

Perhaps more importantly, what needs to be addressed is whether Isoc's perceived good outweighs the many serious and credible accusations made against it.

That is, unless its actual justification is somewhere within those less than savoury activities? 
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																Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's insistence that there will be no cabinet reshuffle any time soon reflects more than confidence in his ministers. It also underscores the political reality that his room for manoeuvre is far narrower than many observers assume.
While cabinet reshuffles are a common tool for prime ministers seeking to improve performance, reward allies or neutralise rivals, the composition of the current administration makes any significant overhaul politically costly.

The cabinet is effectively built on three pillars within the ruling Bhumjaithai-led government: the party's next-generation political heirs, a group of high-profile technocrats, and a collection of veteran politicians and defectors who brought valuable electoral assets into the coalition. Each faction serves a distinct political purpose, making the removal of any minister a potentially disruptive exercise, according to a political analyst.

Mr Anutin recently ruled out a shake-up amid speculation that ministers were facing a one-year performance review. He made it clear that no such system had been adopted and that there were no plans for a cabinet reshuffle.

Perhaps the most politically protected group within Bhumjaithai comprises the younger generation of political heirs, who represent both the party's future leadership and its most influential power networks.

Digital Economy and Society Minister Chaichanok Chidchob is far more than another cabinet member. As the son of veteran political kingmaker Newin Chidchob, he carries the weight of one of the party's most influential political families. His appointment reflects Bhumjaithai's effort to showcase generational renewal while maintaining continuity with the Chidchob political machine that has long dominated the party's internal structure.

Likewise, Culture Minister Sabeeda Thaised, daughter of senior Bhumjaithai figure Chada Thaised, represents another powerful faction whose influence extends well beyond the cabinet table. Her appointment reflects the party's careful balancing of regional political networks and family-based patronage structures that remain central to electoral politics.

Removing either minister would therefore have implications far beyond ministerial performance. It would be interpreted as a signal about the standing of their respective political camps within Bhumjaithai, potentially fuelling factional tensions at a time when the government needs to preserve stability and unity.

This explains why speculation about cabinet changes rarely centres on ministers in this category. Their political value lies not only in policy execution but also in maintaining the party's internal equilibrium, the analyst said.

The second pillar of the cabinet -- one that many observers agree has strengthened the Anutin administration -- consists of technocrats whose expertise has broadened Bhumjaithai's appeal well beyond its traditional electoral base.

Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow, Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun and Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas represent a deliberate effort by Mr Anutin to project competence and professionalism.

For many middle-class and business-oriented voters, these appointments demonstrated that Bhumjaithai was serious about governing. The inclusion of respected non-politicians with distinguished careers helped counter perceptions that the party was driven primarily by provincial patronage networks, the analyst said.

The technocratic team also played a pivotal role during the election campaign. Bhumjaithai's victory on Feb 8 was attributed not only to its political machinery but also to voter confidence in its economic management credentials. The presence of experienced administrators and professionals reassured investors, business groups and sections of the bureaucracy.

Replacing these ministers would therefore risk undermining one of the government's core strengths. Unless a major scandal or policy failure emerges, Mr Anutin has little incentive to disrupt a team that contributes significantly to the administration's credibility and, ultimately, its survival.

Unlike career politicians, who often have factional support to cushion their departure, technocrats derive their authority primarily from performance and reputation. Removing them without clear justification could raise questions about the government's commitment to competence, professionalism and meritocracy.

The third pillar comprises home-grown politicians and defectors who joined Bhumjaithai before the election and helped expand its parliamentary base.

Industry Minister Varawut Silpa-archa is perhaps the most prominent example. His decision to bring nine MPs from the Chartthaipattana Party into Bhumjaithai strengthened the latter's electoral prospects and parliamentary numbers.

From a purely political perspective, ministers in this category appear more vulnerable than either the heirs or the technocrats. They lack the symbolic importance of the first group and the professional prestige of the second.

Yet they remain indispensable because they represent organised political factions, according to observers. Their bargaining power stems less from their individual cabinet portfolios than from the parliamentary support they command.

This dynamic makes cabinet changes possible, but only under strict conditions. If Mr Anutin seeks to reshuffle ministers from this group, negotiations are likely to focus on preserving factional quotas rather than removing individuals outright. A faction that currently controls one ministry would expect to retain equivalent representation, even if personnel changes occur.

In practice, portfolio swaps are easier to achieve than dismissals. Ministers could be reassigned to departments of comparable importance, allowing the prime minister to refresh the cabinet without alienating key political allies. Taken together, these three groups explain why Mr Anutin's dismissal of reshuffle rumours carries considerable credibility, a political source said.

The heirs are politically protected because they embody Bhumjaithai's future leadership and internal balance of power. The technocrats are protected because they provide expertise and credibility. The defectors are protected because they command parliamentary support and organised political factions.

Prime ministers typically reshuffle their cabinets to solve political or administrative problems. In the current government, however, each category of minister performs a function that extends beyond administrative responsibilities. Any change risks creating political costs that outweigh the benefits, the source said.

The more likely scenario is that Mr Anutin will continue to emphasise performance rather than personnel changes. Ministers may face greater pressure to deliver results, but any adjustments are more likely to involve advisers, internal management or portfolio refinements than wholesale dismissals.

That does not mean a reshuffle is impossible, the source said. Unexpected scandals, policy failures or shifting political alliances could still force Mr Anutin's hand. Politics has repeatedly shown that necessity can override even the most carefully constructed political arrangements.

For now, however, the structure of the cabinet itself remains the strongest argument against major change. The government is less a collection of individual ministers than a carefully calibrated coalition of political families, technocratic expertise and parliamentary factions. Disturbing that balance would be a risky undertaking for any prime minister, particularly one whose political success depends on keeping all three pillars firmly in place.
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No sign yet of a Bhumjaithai split

A lot of recent political speculation has focused on whether relations between Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and Bhumjaithai Party patriarch Newin Chidchob are beginning to show signs of strain.

Recent reports have pointed to growing tensions over personnel appointments within the Interior Ministry, the transfer of a deputy governor in Phuket, and differing approaches to investigations into alleged corruption in local government recruitment.

The appointment of Chaiwat Junthirapong, a close associate of Mr Newin from Buri Ram, as secretary to the interior minister has been interpreted by some as an attempt to strengthen Mr Newin's influence over the ministry.

Some political observers, however, believe the real tension is not between the two most influential figures in the party, but among their respective allies within the Interior Ministry.

The reported rivalry involves permanent secretary Unsit Sampuntharat, who is regarded as close to Mr Anutin, and Narucha Kosacivilize, director-general of the Department of Provincial Administration (DoPA), who is widely seen as aligned with Mr Newin.

The upcoming reshuffle of senior Interior Ministry officials, particularly the appointment of a new permanent secretary, is expected to be a key test of influence between rival factions within the party.

With both camps seeking to place their allies in key positions, observers warn that the rivalry could become a source of instability if it is not brought under control.

Thanaporn Sriyakul, director of the Political and Public Policy Analysis Institute, said there is still no clear evidence that the relationship between Mr Anutin and Mr Newin has deteriorated despite widespread speculation.

According to Mr Thanaporn, the two men have worked together for many years and understand the political cost of allowing personal differences to undermine their partnership.

He said they had also witnessed how the once-close relationship between former prime minister Prayut Chan-o-cha and former deputy prime minister Prawit Wongsuwon eventually collapsed, weakening both men politically after years at the centre of power.

"They [Mr Anutin and Mr Newin](#) know very well what happened when two powerful political allies went their separate ways. Neither side would want to repeat that experience," he said. Instead, Mr Thanaporn believes the current friction stems from competition among subordinates seeking greater influence within the Interior Ministry, where senior positions are limited.

"[Mr Anutin and Mr Newin](#) need to bring their own people back into line quickly. Otherwise, competition among subordinates could gradually undermine the unity of the party itself," Mr Thanaporn said.

He added that the issue has become more sensitive as the Interior Ministry faces mounting pressure over alleged corruption in the recruitment of local administration officials.

The investigation has already resulted in disciplinary action against several officials accused of helping candidates secure positions through examination fraud.

However, critics argue that the probe has so far focused mainly on middle-ranking officials while failing to identify those who may have directed the alleged scheme.

Mr Thanaporn said the public expects the government to demonstrate that it is prepared to pursue all those involved, regardless of rank or political connections.

A scandal involving billions of baht could not have occurred without influential figures providing support behind the scenes, he said.

"If Mr Anutin can resolve the examination scandal decisively, without protecting anyone or settling for half-measures, he could regain the public support he enjoyed after the election.

"But if the case gradually fades away without those truly responsible being held accountable, political pressure on him will only continue to grow," Mr Thanaporn said.

Yuttaporn Issarachai, a political scientist at Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University, said there is little reason at this stage to believe the relationship between Mr Anutin and Mr Newin is heading towards a serious split.

He said both men remain indispensable to each other and continue to rely on one another's political strengths in running the government and the party. While disagreements among officials backed by different factions within the Interior Ministry are inevitable, particularly when senior appointments are at stake, such disputes are unlikely to develop into a direct confrontation between the party's two leading figures, he said.

"Their camps in the ministry may clash from time to time, but that does not necessarily mean the relationship between the two men themselves is breaking down. In the end, they will be able to work things out," Mr Yuttaporn said. 
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																When the Bhumjaithai Party assumed government leadership earlier this year, one of its key tourism priorities was to restructure the Tourism and Sports Ministry, creating a dedicated Sports Ministry and merging the Tourism and Culture ministries.
This proposal is not new, raised by previous governments to promote tourism and sports more effectively. There are several approaches to managing and developing the tourism industry that depend on a strategic vision and long-term objectives.

WHAT ARE THE STRUCTURAL ISSUES?

In 2002, the Tourism and Sports Ministry was established under the Reorganisation of Ministries, Sub-Ministries and Departments Act.

The ministry is tasked with promoting and developing tourism and sports, while overseeing state enterprises, the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) and the Sports Authority of Thailand.

The minister is responsible for enforcing key legislation, including the 2001 Tourism Council of Thailand Act, the 1992 Tourism Business and Guide Act, and the 1999 Boxing Act.

Yuthasak Supasorn, former governor of the TAT and current chairman of the Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand, said tourism is closely intertwined with a wide range of sectors, including the economy, culture, infrastructure, the environment, sports and even foreign affairs.

Although Thailand is heavily dependent on tourism, its public administration of the sector is marked by "fragmented governance", with authority spread across more than 20 organisations under the Tourism, Culture, Transport and Interior ministries, he noted.

This fragmented structure has imposed significant hidden economic costs, as the lack of policy cohesion often results in overlapping budget allocations and inconsistent development, particularly when tourism marketing is not aligned with destination development.

The cumbersome administrative framework also slows decision-making, leaving Thailand struggling to keep pace with an increasingly competitive and fast-moving global tourism landscape, said Mr Yuthasak.

WHAT ARE SOME FOREIGN COMPARISONS?

Many countries have government bodies dedicated to the tourism industry, although their structures vary. Some have a standalone ministry or agency, while others combine tourism with sectors such as commerce, culture, infrastructure and sports.

"There is no perfect model for restructuring tourism ministries, as each has its own strengths and reflects the priorities of individual nations," he said.

For instance, standalone tourism ministries in Italy, Mexico and the Philippines provide clear leadership in driving tourism and shaping a country's image, enabling national strategies to be formulated more swiftly.

However, coordination with other ministries can be more challenging, increasing the risk of policy silos or fragmented implementation. This can expose countries that are heavily dependent on tourism to greater structural risks, said Mr Yuthasak.

Countries that merge tourism and culture ministries have been better able to strike a balance between conserving and making use of heritage sites, while also strengthening the promotion of their soft power, he noted.

China, which has been actively promoting domestic and international tourism since the pandemic, uses its Culture and Tourism Ministry to supervise policymaking, research, law enforcement, and coordinate the development of the culture and tourism.

Home to an ancient civilisation and cultural heritage, Egypt merged its tourism and antiquities portfolios into the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities in 2019, placing museums and archaeological sites under a single authority. The ministry generates revenue through admission fees at attractions, with the proceeds used to fund restoration and facility improvements.

However, the cultural merging model may place excessive emphasis on cultural heritage, resulting in slower progress on broader tourism infrastructure, Mr Yuthasak said.

Meanwhile, Japan integrates tourism with infrastructure through its Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism. The ministry oversees the Japan Tourism Agency, which formulates tourism policy and supervises the Japan National Tourism Organization, responsible for promoting inbound tourism.

This structure enables tourism planning to be closely aligned with infrastructure projects, including airports, railways and ports, but tourism marketing may receive less attention as the government's focus tends to be on physical infrastructure rather than visitor experiences.

Similarly, some countries integrate tourism with commerce. In Germany, the German National Tourist Board operates under the Federal Ministry of Economic Affairs and Energy. He said this reflects a view of tourism as an economic driver linked to investment and small and medium-sized enterprise promotion, although cultural and sustainability considerations may receive less emphasis.

Others have established dedicated tourism agencies, such as Azerbaijan's State Tourism Agency. This model offers greater flexibility and project-based management, making it well-suited to developing national tourism destinations, although it can also create overlapping responsibilities and conflicts with key ministries, said Mr Yuthasak.

Thailand combines tourism and sports under one ministry, as do South Korea and Poland. This approach helps promote sports tourism and major events, but may lead to budget competition and a greater focus on event planning at the expense of long-term tourism development, he noted.

WHAT WILL THE NEW STRUCTURE LOOK LIKE?

Tourism and Sports Minister Surasak Phancharoenworakul said the restructuring aims to improve the efficiency of tourism and sports administration by separating the two sectors, while strengthening their contribution to the economy.

He said the Office of the Public Sector Development Commission is expected to submit the restructuring proposal to the cabinet this month, with the legal framework likely to be completed by the end of this year or early next year.

The TAT, the Tourism Department, the Designated Areas for Sustainable Tourism Administration and the Tourist Police are going to be transferred to the Culture and Tourism Ministry.

The culture permanent secretary assumes the role of culture and tourism permanent secretary.

Mr Surasak said the new ministry will continue promoting tourism and culture through the agencies under its supervision.

WHAT ARE THE PROS AND CONS OF THIS MERGER?

Sorathep Rojpotjanaruch, head of the Restaurant Business Club and honorary adviser to the Hostel and Small Accommodation Association Thailand, said the merger would help reduce overlapping budgets between two ministries, particularly for organising events and promoting soft power.

Culture plays a vital role in shaping Thailand's brand and supporting tourism via gastronomy, arts and Thai traditions, he noted.

The Culture Ministry already oversees the conservation and redevelopment of cultural assets, including archaeological sites and temples, which are key tourism attractions.

However, tourism operators are concerned that tourism development could be overshadowed by the ministry's conservation mission, at the expense of economic growth and business support, said Mr Sorathep.

"What if tourism marketing to promote heritage sites was scaled back to prevent overtourism and preserve the sites? We are concerned about the Culture Ministry's conservative mindset," he said.

Another challenge will be integrating workforces and ensuring a smooth transition, as any disruption could create a policy vacuum at a time when Thailand's tourism industry faces mounting challenges, noted Mr Sorathep.

In addition, he said strong collaboration with other ministries is required, as the Interior Ministry regulates hotels and accommodation, while the Natural Resources and Environment Ministry oversees national parks.

Adith Chairattananon, honorary secretary-general of the Association of Thai Travel Agents, said tourism is an established revenue generator in Thailand. The nation should follow the lead of other countries that have invested heavily in tourism supply through dedicated ministry-led development.

Mr Adith also supported the idea of creating a tourism economics office within the new ministry, similar to those in the Agriculture and Cooperatives and Finance ministries, to strengthen policymaking by leveraging data, economic analysis and research.

He said tourism planning must increasingly embrace innovation and artificial intelligence to enhance Thailand's competitiveness.

Mr Yuthasak said governance reform should extend beyond the reorganisation of these two ministries and instead constitute a comprehensive restructuring of Thailand's tourism governance framework.

Citing research by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, he said countries with highly competitive tourism sectors share five common characteristics: whole-of-government integration, destination management, data-driven governance, public-private partnerships and strong national leadership.

Thailand's tourism sector should be driven by a governance model comprising destination governance, a national tourism authority, and regional destination management organisations, said Mr Yuthasak.

Such a framework would help break down organisational silos, strengthen coordination across agencies, and unlock the full potential of the tourism industry to achieve sustainable growth in an increasingly competitive global economy, he noted.
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																Asia Era One has denied cancelling the high-speed rail project linking three airports, saying a letter submitted to the State Railway of Thailand (SRT) was filed under the concession agreement and should not be interpreted as an immediate withdrawal from the project.
The clarification followed reports that the CP Group-led consortium had exercised its contractual rights over issues affecting the project's implementation.

The company said some reports contained incomplete information that could misrepresent the project's status, the consortium's intentions and the contractual process.

It said the letter was intended to preserve its contractual rights and formally notify the SRT of issues affecting the project, in line with procedures under the public-private partnership agreement.

The consortium stressed the notice should not be interpreted as an immediate withdrawal from, or termination of, the concession.

Asia Era One said both parties had encountered constraints since signing the agreement, particularly issues involving a public drainage canal in the Makkasan area that affect development of the project land.

It said discussions have continued on ways to resolve the issue.

The company also said that economic, financial, and investment conditions had changed significantly since the contract was signed, requiring the proposed amendments to the concession agreement to be reviewed by relevant state agencies.

The ongoing process has affected project readiness.

Regarding Board of Investment (BOI) privileges, the company said the project received approval in principle in 2022, but its investment promotion certificate expired last year.

A new application requires greater certainty over revised project conditions, while proposed contract amendments remain under consideration.

It stressed this should not be interpreted as a lack of BOI support.

The consortium said that exercising contractual rights is a process available under the concession agreement and should not be automatically viewed as a breach of contract or an abandonment of the project.

Asia Era One president Sarit Jinnasith said the consortium remained confident all parties could reach an outcome benefiting the country, the public and stakeholders.

On Thursday, SRT governor Anan Phonimdaeng said the consortium's July 6 letter sought to invoke its right to terminate the contract because conditions required to issue a notice to proceed could not be met.
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																The government will begin screening projects under its 400-billion-baht emergency loan programme after the Constitutional Court on Thursday ruled that the emergency borrowing decree is constitutional, clearing the way for the government's spending plans.
The court unanimously upheld provisions authorising borrowing to assist households, farmers and businesses affected by the energy crisis.

In a separate 7-2 ruling, it also endorsed borrowing for energy-efficiency initiatives, renewable and alternative energy projects, and related skills development and innovation programmes.

Prime Minister's Office Minister Paradorn Prissananantakul said government agencies will now submit proposals for long-term energy transition projects that provide direct benefits to the public.

Examples include interest-rate subsidies or down-payment assistance for households purchasing electric vehicles or installing rooftop solar systems, he said. The proposals will be reviewed by a screening committee comprising the permanent secretary for finance and representatives from the National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC) and the Comptroller General's Department.

The committee will assess each proposal and determine whether it should proceed or be revised, while ensuring approved projects do not overlap with programmes already funded under the 2027 fiscal budget, Mr Paradorn said.

Mr Paradorn said the committee would convene after parliamentary approval to establish a framework for monitoring the use of the loan funds.

NESDC secretary-general Danucha Pichayanan said energy transition projects should focus primarily on improving energy efficiency as part of the country's transition strategy.

He said a proposal from the Ministry of Transport to promote the wider use of electric vehicles would require further discussion to clarify implementation details.

Mr Danucha added that if the planned 200 billion baht could be disbursed as scheduled, it would help strengthen confidence in the economy and improve private-sector sentiment.

Bhumjaithai list-MP Supachai Jaisamut said the measure is due to be debated by the House sometime later this month.
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																SET-listed Asset World Corp (AWC) is planning an 8-billion-baht investment to redevelop Asiatique The Riverfront, transforming it into a family-oriented destination through global intellectual property (IP) brands such as Avatar.
Wallapa Traisorat, president and chief executive of AWC, said the company envisions the upgrade as creating a "global hub of experience", building on the site's 224,000 square metres of space.

The company is developing a new attraction dubbed "Avatar: Guardians of Eywa" in collaboration with EMM Williams Productions, featuring immersive experiences and live acrobatic performances that mark the debut of Avatar licensing in Southeast Asia.

The Avatar trilogy by director James Cameron is the world's highest-grossing film trio, generating more than US$6 billion in box office revenue and attracting fans of all ages. This makes it an appropriate theme for a new family attraction at Asiatique, said Mrs Wallapa.

The hospitality arm of AWC follows a similar model, operating hotels under global brands that already have extensive customer databases through their loyalty programmes, she noted.

The Avatar attraction is projected to span 4,000 sq m, forming part of the new Blue Dome project that covers 16,000 sq m. The project is being brought over from the Osaka World Expo's Blue Ocean Dome, designed by Pritzker Prize-winning Japanese architect Shigeru Ban.

Blue Dome is slated to open later this year, with the Avatar experience scheduled to open in early 2027.

Mrs Wallapa said the company expects visitor traffic at Asiatique to increase to more than 50,000 people per day following the new launch, up from 30,000-40,000.

According to AWC, Asiatique recorded 81% occupancy in the first quarter, with visitor traffic growing 16% year-on-year thanks to the launch of the Jurassic project.

Last year, the company unveiled "Jurassic World: The Experience Bangkok" in collaboration with Universal Destinations & Experience, as well as the SkyFlyer swing ride and the "Better World Better Future" exhibition.

Other projects planned for Asiatique include new parking facilities to accommodate more visitors, expanded food and beverage offerings, additional attractions, a new cable car crossing the Chao Phraya River to connect with the Charoen Nakhon side, and the Mona Bangkok art museum.
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																The long-delayed high-speed rail project in the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC) designed to connect Don Mueang, Suvarnabhumi and U-tapao airports is expected to have significant changes as the government considers seeking a new private investor, says the EEC Office.
The matter is scheduled to be brought before the EEC Board for review soon, chaired by Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul.

Chula Sukmanop, secretary-general of the EEC Office, said the board meeting depends on the prime minister's schedule, but he emphasised urgency in moving the project forward.

"The government must decide whether it wants to find a new investment partner or adjust the project's technical specifications to ensure viability," said Mr Chula.

"The original plan faced financial feasibility issues and difficulties in securing bank loans."

The project has been plagued by delays, with construction progressing slowly under Asia Era One, the concessionaire led by CP Group.

The company requested revisions to the contract following disruptions caused by the pandemic and the Russia-Ukraine war. The consortium has also said that lenders no longer believe the project is viable unless changes are made. 

Mr Chula said the contract between Asia Era One and the State Railway of Thailand (SRT) was terminated due to non-compliance with contract terms.

Asia Era One, however, said it has not formally withdrawn, and a notice sent to the SRT has been misinterpreted.

Mr Chula said that if termination occurs, negotiations are expected to focus on dividing assets.

"Contract termination is like a divorce. Both sides must determine ownership and settle damages," he said, noting this process should not stall development.

He reassured investors the government remains committed to completing the rail link, which is considered vital for increasing investment in the EEC.

Industry Minister Varawut Silpa- archa echoed this optimism, predicting Thailand's investment climate will strengthen in the second half of 2026.

He credited government efforts to attract foreign investors to targeted industries within the EEC.

"We expect investment will help Thai GDP grow by more than 3%," Mr Varawut said.

He acknowledged challenges posed by global geopolitical conflicts, including tensions in the Middle East, which have disrupted energy prices and supply chains.

To counter these risks, Mr Varawut emphasised the need for Thailand's industry to transition towards high-technology and sustainable sectors under the bio-, circular and green economic model.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3284209/quick-decision-urged-for-threeairport-rail-project



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Thai authorities detain Canada-bound Hong Kong activist								

								Zhang Xinyan among overseas-based democracy campaigners wanted on national security charges
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Zhang Xinyan is reportedly being held at the Immigration detention centre in Soi Suan Phlu in Bangkok.]
											
																							
													Zhang Xinyan is reportedly being held at the Immigration detention centre in Soi Suan Phlu in Bangkok.												

																					

									

																Thai authorities have detained an activist wanted by Hong Kong authorities for national security violations just hours before she was to fly to Canada under a refugee resettlement agreement.
Zhang Xinyan, 55, is currently being held at the Suan Phlu immigration detention centre in Bangkok, according to Sunai Phasuk, senior adviser at Human Rights Watch Thailand.

Ms Zhang, a Chinese national, is one of several Hong Kong democracy campaigners living in exile abroad. She moved to Thailand in 2014 to escape persecution based on her participation in Falun Gong, a spiritual movement banned in China.

Her Chinese passport was previously confiscated and revoked by the Chinese Embassy in Thailand when she attempted to renew it, leaving her without travel documents. She obtained refugee status recognised by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in 2016. 

Ms Zhang is one of 19 activists based overseas who are named in arrest warrants issued by the Hong Kong police in July 2025 for subversion under the Beijing-imposed National Security Law. "Bounties" for their capture range from HK$200,000 to HK$1 million.

In May of this year, Thai immigration police arrested Ms Zhang on charges of overstaying her visa -- it is not clear what kind of visa she held -- and working without permission. She was placed in immigration detention while authorities prepared to initiate deportation procedures.

Mr Sunai warned at the time that any forced return to China could put her at serious risk and violate international law as well as Thailand's law on the prevention of torture and enforced disappearance.

If sent back, Ms Zhang could become the first person charged under the Hong Kong national security law to be deported and imprisoned. (Story continues below)

[image: ]

Resettlement campaign

After she was detained on May 7, Ms Zhang contacted Sheng Xue, a Canada-based independent journalist, who helped set in motion efforts to resettle the activist. Yuan Gongyi, the founder of the Hong Kong exile parliament, arranged for a local human rights lawyer in Thailand to help.

The Canadian embassy in Thailand subsequently conducted an interview, medical examination and biometric data collection, and booked a flight for Ms Zhang from Bangkok to Vancouver on July 8, according to Ms Sheng.

"My friends and I had originally planned to go to Vancouver to celebrate Zhang Xinyan's rescue. Little did we expect that, at the final step of implementing the international humanitarian rescue, Thai authorities suddenly reneged under pressure from the CCP and intercepted her," she wrote on X, referring to the Chinese Communist Party.

"She is deeply worried that she will be forcibly repatriated in the coming days," Ms Sheng said. "Once repatriated, she will face extremely brutal persecution by the CCP regime."
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																The Labour Court on Friday accepted a petition from three Thai sailors seeking damages after a deadly attack on their cargo vessel in the Strait of Hormuz in March, during the US-Israeli war on Iran, their lawyer said.
The petition,  seen by Reuters, seeks [?]damages of at least 1 million baht for each sailor from companies and agencies linked to the vessel owner, SET-listed Precious Shipping Plc, and its captain.

Lawyer Kunpat Singhathong told reporters the sailors accused their employers of taking them into dangerous areas, putting their lives at risk and leaving them unable to continue working.

"All three have been diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder and are unlikely to work as sailors again," [?]he said, but did not make public medical reports of the diagnosis.

So far, Mr Kunpat said the sailors had received two months' wages and compensation for lost belongings.

Precious Shipping officials did not immediately respond to emails sent by Reuters.

Three crew members died and 20 were rescued after two projectiles struck the Thai-flagged Mayuree  Naree on March 11 as it sailed through the Strait of Hormuz, a vital waterway for oil and gas exports.

After the United States and Israel attacked  Iran on Feb 28, Iran's Revolutionary Guards had warned that any ship passing through would be targeted. Several vessels were hit before the Mayuree Naree's passage.

In a March  11 [?]statement to the Stock Exchange of Thailand, Precious Shipping said its vessel had implemented enhanced security precautions and maintained communication with the relevant maritime security [?]coordination centres.

According to Mr Kunpat, the company told him it had paid the compensation the sailors were entitled to and would not take on additional responsibilities.

"They paid and they said to us 'Don't ask for more, what we gave [?]is already a lot'," said former crewman Noppadon Wongsuvan, 33, calling the compensation  inadequate and not up to international standards.

Another former crew member and plaintiff Panithi Tumkaew, 43, who had worked with the company for 11 years said he had to seek medical help because he would get frightened by loud noises and is unable to [?]work.

"These days, I'm taking sedatives ... I take  them and sleep," said Panithi.
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																A prime suspect in a heroin trafficking network linked to the case of a Thai flight attendant detained in Australia was arrested in Phayao province on Thursday night, authorities said on Friday.
Police investigators apprehended Ekkawit Yongnichakul, known as "Rin Rin", 41, who is accused of supplying heroin concealed in elephant-patterned tote bags before they were passed on to another suspect, Uthai Kunaphiwat, in the northern province.

The development is linked to the case of the 26-year-old flight attendant, known only as Meena, who was detained in Melbourne after authorities found 1.8 kilogrammes of heroin hidden inside the tote bags she was carrying.

Police said Mr Ekkawit was not the person behind the chat account "RoseRose", who recruited Ms Meena to carry the bags to Australia. However, he is a close relative of "RoseRose" and photographs show the pair travelling together.

During questioning, Mr Ekkawit said he worked as a seasonal agricultural labourer and lived in Chiang Kham district of Phayao. He admitted being hired to transport heroin concealed in elephant-patterned bags and said he was paid about 100,000 baht per delivery.

According to police, "RoseRose" instructed Mr Ekkawit to buy the tote bags in Chiang Mai and leave them at designated roadside collection points.

Associates later collected the bags, concealed heroin inside and returned them to the agreed locations with 100,000 baht in cash. Mr Ekkawit then arranged for Mr Uthai to collect the bags and reportedly paid him 60,000 baht via a cash deposit machine.

Mr Ekkawit claimed the heroin was packed in Laos, but investigators said they have not confirmed where it was concealed.

According to investigators, Mr Uthai travelled by bus from northern Thailand to Ayutthaya province, then hired a black sedan to deliver the tote bags to the condominium where Ms Meena lived in Bang Na district of Bangkok, and to another location in Soi Suea Yai Uthit.

Investigators said Mr Uthai admitted involvement in five or six deliveries. But after discovering he had rented accommodation in Ayutthaya for more than five months, they think he played a larger role in the operation.

In another development, the Department of Special Investigation has obtained arrest warrants for four more suspects -- three Lao nationals and one Thai -- accused of smuggling heroin from Laos into Thailand.

The Thai suspect, identified only as Khlaeo, has already been detained, according to the Office of the Narcotics Control Board.

Authorities believe the smuggling case and the one involving the flight attendant employed the same trafficking methods, with Mr Uthai acting as the key link between the two operations.

The police Narcotics Suppression Bureau (NSB), meanwhile, has obtained an arrest warrant for "RoseRose".

Investigators have been making substantial progress, Pol Lt Gen Achayon Kraithong, the NSB commissioner, said upon returning to Bangkok from Phayao on Friday evening.

He described "RoseRose" as playing a role closely resembling that of a principal organiser within the trafficking operation. However, police believe there are still more senior figures at large.
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									Ministry restructuring a tourism priority								

								EXPLAINER: Reorganising fragmented administration of a major industry essential to more effective promotion
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																When the Bhumjaithai Party assumed government leadership earlier this year, one of its key tourism priorities was to restructure the Tourism and Sports Ministry, creating a dedicated Sports Ministry and merging the Tourism and Culture ministries.
This proposal is not new, raised by previous governments to promote tourism and sports more effectively. There are several approaches to managing and developing the tourism industry that depend on a strategic vision and long-term objectives.

WHAT ARE THE STRUCTURAL ISSUES?

In 2002, the Tourism and Sports Ministry was established under the Reorganisation of Ministries, Sub-Ministries and Departments Act.

The ministry is tasked with promoting and developing tourism and sports, while overseeing state enterprises, the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) and the Sports Authority of Thailand.

The minister is responsible for enforcing key legislation, including the 2001 Tourism Council of Thailand Act, the 1992 Tourism Business and Guide Act, and the 1999 Boxing Act.

Yuthasak Supasorn, former governor of the TAT and current chairman of the Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand, said tourism is closely intertwined with a wide range of sectors, including the economy, culture, infrastructure, the environment, sports and even foreign affairs.

Although Thailand is heavily dependent on tourism, its public administration of the sector is marked by "fragmented governance", with authority spread across more than 20 organisations under the Tourism, Culture, Transport and Interior ministries, he noted.

This fragmented structure has imposed significant hidden economic costs, as the lack of policy cohesion often results in overlapping budget allocations and inconsistent development, particularly when tourism marketing is not aligned with destination development.

The cumbersome administrative framework also slows decision-making, leaving Thailand struggling to keep pace with an increasingly competitive and fast-moving global tourism landscape, said Mr Yuthasak.

WHAT ARE SOME FOREIGN COMPARISONS?

Many countries have government bodies dedicated to the tourism industry, although their structures vary. Some have a standalone ministry or agency, while others combine tourism with sectors such as commerce, culture, infrastructure and sports.

"There is no perfect model for restructuring tourism ministries, as each has its own strengths and reflects the priorities of individual nations," he said.

For instance, standalone tourism ministries in Italy, Mexico and the Philippines provide clear leadership in driving tourism and shaping a country's image, enabling national strategies to be formulated more swiftly.

However, coordination with other ministries can be more challenging, increasing the risk of policy silos or fragmented implementation. This can expose countries that are heavily dependent on tourism to greater structural risks, said Mr Yuthasak.

Countries that merge tourism and culture ministries have been better able to strike a balance between conserving and making use of heritage sites, while also strengthening the promotion of their soft power, he noted.

China, which has been actively promoting domestic and international tourism since the pandemic, uses its Culture and Tourism Ministry to supervise policymaking, research, law enforcement, and coordinate the development of the culture and tourism.

Home to an ancient civilisation and cultural heritage, Egypt merged its tourism and antiquities portfolios into the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities in 2019, placing museums and archaeological sites under a single authority. The ministry generates revenue through admission fees at attractions, with the proceeds used to fund restoration and facility improvements.

However, the cultural merging model may place excessive emphasis on cultural heritage, resulting in slower progress on broader tourism infrastructure, Mr Yuthasak said.

Meanwhile, Japan integrates tourism with infrastructure through its Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism. The ministry oversees the Japan Tourism Agency, which formulates tourism policy and supervises the Japan National Tourism Organization, responsible for promoting inbound tourism.

This structure enables tourism planning to be closely aligned with infrastructure projects, including airports, railways and ports, but tourism marketing may receive less attention as the government's focus tends to be on physical infrastructure rather than visitor experiences.

Similarly, some countries integrate tourism with commerce. In Germany, the German National Tourist Board operates under the Federal Ministry of Economic Affairs and Energy. He said this reflects a view of tourism as an economic driver linked to investment and small and medium-sized enterprise promotion, although cultural and sustainability considerations may receive less emphasis.

Others have established dedicated tourism agencies, such as Azerbaijan's State Tourism Agency. This model offers greater flexibility and project-based management, making it well-suited to developing national tourism destinations, although it can also create overlapping responsibilities and conflicts with key ministries, said Mr Yuthasak.

Thailand combines tourism and sports under one ministry, as do South Korea and Poland. This approach helps promote sports tourism and major events, but may lead to budget competition and a greater focus on event planning at the expense of long-term tourism development, he noted.

WHAT WILL THE NEW STRUCTURE LOOK LIKE?

Tourism and Sports Minister Surasak Phancharoenworakul said the restructuring aims to improve the efficiency of tourism and sports administration by separating the two sectors, while strengthening their contribution to the economy.

He said the Office of the Public Sector Development Commission is expected to submit the restructuring proposal to the cabinet this month, with the legal framework likely to be completed by the end of this year or early next year.

The TAT, the Tourism Department, the Designated Areas for Sustainable Tourism Administration and the Tourist Police are going to be transferred to the Culture and Tourism Ministry.

The culture permanent secretary assumes the role of culture and tourism permanent secretary.

Mr Surasak said the new ministry will continue promoting tourism and culture through the agencies under its supervision.

WHAT ARE THE PROS AND CONS OF THIS MERGER?

Sorathep Rojpotjanaruch, head of the Restaurant Business Club and honorary adviser to the Hostel and Small Accommodation Association Thailand, said the merger would help reduce overlapping budgets between two ministries, particularly for organising events and promoting soft power.

Culture plays a vital role in shaping Thailand's brand and supporting tourism via gastronomy, arts and Thai traditions, he noted.

The Culture Ministry already oversees the conservation and redevelopment of cultural assets, including archaeological sites and temples, which are key tourism attractions.

However, tourism operators are concerned that tourism development could be overshadowed by the ministry's conservation mission, at the expense of economic growth and business support, said Mr Sorathep.

"What if tourism marketing to promote heritage sites was scaled back to prevent overtourism and preserve the sites? We are concerned about the Culture Ministry's conservative mindset," he said.

Another challenge will be integrating workforces and ensuring a smooth transition, as any disruption could create a policy vacuum at a time when Thailand's tourism industry faces mounting challenges, noted Mr Sorathep.

In addition, he said strong collaboration with other ministries is required, as the Interior Ministry regulates hotels and accommodation, while the Natural Resources and Environment Ministry oversees national parks.

Adith Chairattananon, honorary secretary-general of the Association of Thai Travel Agents, said tourism is an established revenue generator in Thailand. The nation should follow the lead of other countries that have invested heavily in tourism supply through dedicated ministry-led development.

Mr Adith also supported the idea of creating a tourism economics office within the new ministry, similar to those in the Agriculture and Cooperatives and Finance ministries, to strengthen policymaking by leveraging data, economic analysis and research.

He said tourism planning must increasingly embrace innovation and artificial intelligence to enhance Thailand's competitiveness.

Mr Yuthasak said governance reform should extend beyond the reorganisation of these two ministries and instead constitute a comprehensive restructuring of Thailand's tourism governance framework.

Citing research by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, he said countries with highly competitive tourism sectors share five common characteristics: whole-of-government integration, destination management, data-driven governance, public-private partnerships and strong national leadership.

Thailand's tourism sector should be driven by a governance model comprising destination governance, a national tourism authority, and regional destination management organisations, said Mr Yuthasak.

Such a framework would help break down organisational silos, strengthen coordination across agencies, and unlock the full potential of the tourism industry to achieve sustainable growth in an increasingly competitive global economy, he noted.
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																SET-listed Asset World Corp (AWC) is planning an 8-billion-baht investment to redevelop Asiatique The Riverfront, transforming it into a family-oriented destination through global intellectual property (IP) brands such as Avatar.
Wallapa Traisorat, president and chief executive of AWC, said the company envisions the upgrade as creating a "global hub of experience", building on the site's 224,000 square metres of space.

The company is developing a new attraction dubbed "Avatar: Guardians of Eywa" in collaboration with EMM Williams Productions, featuring immersive experiences and live acrobatic performances that mark the debut of Avatar licensing in Southeast Asia.

The Avatar trilogy by director James Cameron is the world's highest-grossing film trio, generating more than US$6 billion in box office revenue and attracting fans of all ages. This makes it an appropriate theme for a new family attraction at Asiatique, said Mrs Wallapa.

The hospitality arm of AWC follows a similar model, operating hotels under global brands that already have extensive customer databases through their loyalty programmes, she noted.

The Avatar attraction is projected to span 4,000 sq m, forming part of the new Blue Dome project that covers 16,000 sq m. The project is being brought over from the Osaka World Expo's Blue Ocean Dome, designed by Pritzker Prize-winning Japanese architect Shigeru Ban.

Blue Dome is slated to open later this year, with the Avatar experience scheduled to open in early 2027.

Mrs Wallapa said the company expects visitor traffic at Asiatique to increase to more than 50,000 people per day following the new launch, up from 30,000-40,000.

According to AWC, Asiatique recorded 81% occupancy in the first quarter, with visitor traffic growing 16% year-on-year thanks to the launch of the Jurassic project.

Last year, the company unveiled "Jurassic World: The Experience Bangkok" in collaboration with Universal Destinations & Experience, as well as the SkyFlyer swing ride and the "Better World Better Future" exhibition.

Other projects planned for Asiatique include new parking facilities to accommodate more visitors, expanded food and beverage offerings, additional attractions, a new cable car crossing the Chao Phraya River to connect with the Charoen Nakhon side, and the Mona Bangkok art museum.
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									Quick decision urged for three-airport rail project								

								Either find a new private investor or tweak project details
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																The long-delayed high-speed rail project in the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC) designed to connect Don Mueang, Suvarnabhumi and U-tapao airports is expected to have significant changes as the government considers seeking a new private investor, says the EEC Office.
The matter is scheduled to be brought before the EEC Board for review soon, chaired by Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul.

Chula Sukmanop, secretary-general of the EEC Office, said the board meeting depends on the prime minister's schedule, but he emphasised urgency in moving the project forward.

"The government must decide whether it wants to find a new investment partner or adjust the project's technical specifications to ensure viability," said Mr Chula.

"The original plan faced financial feasibility issues and difficulties in securing bank loans."

The project has been plagued by delays, with construction progressing slowly under Asia Era One, the concessionaire led by CP Group.

The company requested revisions to the contract following disruptions caused by the pandemic and the Russia-Ukraine war. The consortium has also said that lenders no longer believe the project is viable unless changes are made. 

Mr Chula said the contract between Asia Era One and the State Railway of Thailand (SRT) was terminated due to non-compliance with contract terms.

Asia Era One, however, said it has not formally withdrawn, and a notice sent to the SRT has been misinterpreted.

Mr Chula said that if termination occurs, negotiations are expected to focus on dividing assets.

"Contract termination is like a divorce. Both sides must determine ownership and settle damages," he said, noting this process should not stall development.

He reassured investors the government remains committed to completing the rail link, which is considered vital for increasing investment in the EEC.

Industry Minister Varawut Silpa- archa echoed this optimism, predicting Thailand's investment climate will strengthen in the second half of 2026.

He credited government efforts to attract foreign investors to targeted industries within the EEC.

"We expect investment will help Thai GDP grow by more than 3%," Mr Varawut said.

He acknowledged challenges posed by global geopolitical conflicts, including tensions in the Middle East, which have disrupted energy prices and supply chains.

To counter these risks, Mr Varawut emphasised the need for Thailand's industry to transition towards high-technology and sustainable sectors under the bio-, circular and green economic model.
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									Asian shares gain despite new US-Iran clashes								

															

																RECAP: Asian stocks rose sharply yesterday, led by chip and AI firms, as investors brushed off concern about fresh US-Iran hostilities, which has put the spotlight back on oil prices and inflation risk.
Thai shares continued their advance after moving back above 1,600 points on Thursday, as investors believe the Constitutional Court's approval of the government's emergency borrowing decree provides further room for fiscal stimulus.

The SET index moved in a range of 1,574.13 and 1,621.55 points this week, before closing yesterday at 1,621.55, up 0.6% from the previous week, with daily turnover averaging 79.31 billion baht.

Foreign investors were net buyers of 16.35 billion baht. Institutional investors were net sellers of 7.7 billion baht, followed by brokerage firms at 4.04 billion and retail investors at 1.93 billion.

NEWSMAKERS: US President Donald Trump declared the ceasefire agreement with Iran "over" as the two countries engaged in back-and-forth strikes and shipping through the State of Hormuz started to slow down again.

Brent crude prices jumped to $79 a barrel in response to Trump's announcements, but later eased to $76.30 after he said Iran had reached out to request peace negotiations.

Opec+ agreed to raise cumulative quotas by 940,000 barrels per day (1% of global demand) to keep crude prices in check.

The 30-year US Treasury yield hit 5.2%, its highest since 2007, reflecting worries about price hikes because of the Iran war.

[image: ]

Minutes of last month's Fed meeting showed a unanimous vote to hold US interest rates at 3.75%, but the tone was surprisingly hawkish. The dot plot forecast showed 9 members favoured at least one hike and 9 others preferred to hold or cut.

Ukraine launched a drone strike on the Omsk refinery in Siberia, which has a capacity of 21 million tonnes a year. It is the largest among 11 refineries hit by Ukraine, and the deepest strike inside Russia since the war began in 2022.

UAE oil output was estimated to have hit a six-year high of 3.8 million barrels a day in June after it left Opec. Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia cut its August 2026 selling prices for Asia by $11 a barrel, marking its first discount in six years.

Microsoft said on Monday it was eliminating about 4,800 jobs -- roughly 2% of its global workforce -- in a cost-cutting move that will deliver a sweeping restructuring of its struggling Xbox division.

Meta Platforms plans to start manufacturing an AI chip from September as part of its plan to boost overall computing power to 14 gigawatts next year.

Micron Technology said it plans to invest up to $3 billion to strengthen the US semiconductor supply-chain ecosystem.

Thailand's Constitutional Court ruled 7-2 on Thursday that the government's 400-billion-baht emergency loan decree was lawful, lifting uncertainty over state spending plans.

The Board of Investment announced the approval of $2 billion worth of new investment projects, led by a 23-billion-baht expansion of coffee production by Nestle, and new plane leases by Thai Airways International.

Thailand's headline inflation for June rose 2.42% year-on-year, down from 2.74% in May, reflecting easing inflationary pressure as oil prices declined.

The Oil Fuel Fund reduced diesel prices by by 2.56 baht a litre and gasoline by 2.51 baht, capping prices at 35 baht, after PM Anutin Charnvirakul said declines in world oil prices justified a faster response from oil retailers.
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Thailand registered more than 100,000 passenger EVs in the first half of 2026, up 90% year-on-year and accounting for 30% of the car market. Full-year registrations are expected to exceed 150,000 units, up from 118,490 in 2025.

The International Monetary Fund has upgraded Thailand's GDP growth forecast for 2026 to 1.9% from 1.5%, supported by stimulus measures. The IMF cut its global growth forecast to 3% from 3.1%, citing geopolitical tensions and inflation risks.

The Securities and Exchange Commission is investigating discrepancies in filing documentation for share purchases in six Thai companies from 2021-25 by a mystery investor who last week reported acquiring a 7% stake worth 32 billion baht in True Corp.

CP Group, the lead partner in the Asia Era One consortium, says it is unable to proceed with the three-airport high-speed rail project as lenders no longer find it viable after six years of delays. The government is reviewing its options, which could involve a fresh bidding round or restructured, more commercially viable project terms.

Consumer confidence rose for the first time in four months in June, supported by falling oil prices and the co-payment scheme, said the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce.

Industrial confidence rose for the first time in four months to 88.2 in June, from 84.7 in May, supported by government measures aimed at reducing living costs and stimulating domestic consumption, the Federation of Thai Industries said.

The plan to collect a tourism fee of at least 300 baht through airlines is not feasible because of limitations in airlines' back-office systems, aviation experts say. They say collecting via the Thailand Digital Arrival Card (TDAC) system is a better option.

The Ministry of Tourism and Sports reported 530,000 foreign arrivals in the week ending July 3, driven by the summer school holidays in short- and long-haul markets. The year-to-date total of 16.2 million is down 3.1% from the same period last year.

A 30-billion-baht "half-interest loan" project via the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives will offer smallholders up to 100,000 baht each at 3% per year for 3 years to promote precision farming.

[image: ]

Central Pattana Plc (CPN) has partnered with Japan's Mitsubishi Estate to announce an 11-billion-baht mixed-use project, Central Central, scheduled to open its retail space in 2027.

COMING UP: On Monday, Opec members will meet and India releases June inflation data. On Tuesday, the US reports inflation and China reports trade figures and new lending. On Wednesday, China reports GDP, industrial production and unemployment rate, the US updates producer prices and the Bank of Canada decides on interest rates. On Thursday, the US reports retail sales and the UK announces GDP. On Friday, the US reports its import-export price index, industrial production and 5-year inflation expectations. Locally, Finnomena on Wednesday discusses its second-half economic and investment outlook.

STOCKS TO WATCH: InnovestX Securities says the Constitutional Court's decision to uphold the government's 400-billion-baht borrowing decree is supportive for Thai equities as it clears the way for renewable energy investments. Continued foreign fund inflows also reflect improving confidence. On the downside, renewed Middle East tensions and the start of the second-quarter earnings season could increase market volatility. Its top picks are GLOBAL, GPSC and MTC.

Tisco Securities notes that energy authorities have asked refiners to cut their ex-refinery diesel marketing margin by 1.40 baht a litre for 20 days, similar to measures introduced earlier this year. If they comply, it would reduce refining margins by $2.80 per barrel for PTTGC, $2.70 for IRPC, and $1.70 for TOP and SPRC.

TECHNICAL VIEW: Trinity Securities sees support at 1,577 points and resistance at 1,625. InnovestX Securities sees support at 1,575 and resistance at 1,645.
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																Lending to small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) under the Bank of Thailand's targeted SME Credit Boost measure surpassed 5 billion baht in the first three months following its launch.
According to the central bank's Monetary Policy Report for the second quarter of 2026, financial institutions extended 5.4 billion baht in SME loans under the scheme as of May, following the launch on Feb 23.

The central bank expects total lending under the programme to reach 40 billion baht this year. SME Credit Boost is designed to help SMEs gain better access to financing through a loan guarantee mechanism.

Since June, the central bank has expanded the programme to cover businesses affected by the conflict in the Middle East. In addition to providing liquidity support, the scheme was extended to finance energy transition projects.

Another targeted SME lending programme called SMEs Secured Plus was launched on April 8. The 14 participating financial institutions began offering loans under the scheme in June.

The central bank expects the programme to generate 50 billion baht in new SME lending by June 2027.

Under the SMEs Secured Plus scheme, the regulator allows financial institutions to temporarily relax collateral requirements, making it easier for SMEs to access financing.

Through these two measures, the central bank aims to improve SMEs' access to funding amid rising credit risks resulting from Thailand's slowing economic growth and the impact of the Middle East war.

In April, outstanding SME loans contracted by 7.4% year-on-year, while the non-performing loan (NPL) ratio for the SME segment rose to 11.3%. As a result, the central bank is monitoring asset quality, particularly among vulnerable groups, including SMEs and households.

According to the report, monetary policy continues to play a pivotal role in maintaining economic and financial stability.

However, structural challenges such as elevated household debt and limited access to credit for SMEs require targeted financial measures rather than broad-based monetary policy tools.

As part of its targeted measures, the central bank also launched the "Clear Debt, Move Forward" debt restructuring programme in January to help address Thailand's household debt problem.

As of May 31, 102,277 retail NPL accounts enrolled in the programme, with the regulator aiming for roughly 200,000 individual NPL accounts entering the scheme by the end of June.
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																SONGKHLA - A new Sadao checkpoint compound and road linking southern Thailand and northern Malaysia has been slated to open for users on Saturday after the prime ministers of both nations officiated its launch on Friday.
Thai government spokewoman Rachada Dhnadirek and the Malaysian Home Ministry said the new Thai customs house and the roadway have been scheduled to open for use from 5am Thailand time on Saturday, replacing the existing office at Dan Nok upon its closure.

"The new road will open to all road users at 6am (Malaysia time) tomorrow [Saturday]. At the same time, the existing border crossing linking Bukit Kayu Hitam and Dan Nok will be permanently closed from midnight (Malaysia time) tomorrow," Bernama quoted the Malaysia ministry's statement as saying.

The Sadao checkpoint is to be operational between 5am and 11pm.

The new, larger checkpoint is located about six kilometres east of the present office in Sadao district of Songkhla. Construction began in 2016 with a budget of 1.5 billion baht and an aim to ease congestion for trucks, cars and buses at the border. The checkpoint connects Songkha with Kedah state through the Bukit Kayu Hitam checkpoint.

The crossing is to become the main lifeline of trade and tourism between the two countries,  with more than 80% of Thai-Malaysian border trade estimated to pass through it.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul believes the new Sadao checkpoint will do more than improve infrastructure as it will serve as "an economic gateway" bringing people, trade and investment in the two countries closer, according to Ms Rachada.

Mr Anutin wrapped up his two-day visit to Malaysia on Friday.
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																Nestle has announced a 23-billion-baht investment to build a new Nescafe manufacturing facility in Samut Prakan.
The investment follows the company's legal battles with the Mahagitsiri family over Nescafe operations in Thailand and related agreements.

According to a statement from Nestle, the new facility will strengthen its coffee business in Thailand and support export opportunities.

The project was granted investment support by the Board of Investment, and operations at the facility are expected to commence in the second half of 2028.

Nestle plans to produce a broad range of core Nescafe products, including pure soluble coffee, coffee mixes and ready-to-drink formats, at the new facility.

The project is expected to create more than 520 local jobs, including technology specialists as well as mid-level and highly skilled employees, noted the statement.

The new facility includes an advanced coffee manufacturing site and an on-site distribution centre, said Nikhil Chand, chairman and chief executive of Nestle Indochina.

The factory will use a wide range of locally sourced ingredients and raw materials, such as coffee beans, sugar and fresh milk produced by Thai farmers, he noted.

The company estimates the annual value of local ingredients and materials used at the new factory at 4.3 billion baht.

Between 2018 and 2025, Nestle invested more than 27.8 billion baht in Thailand to expand manufacturing capabilities across product categories, including ready-to-drink beverages and pet food.
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									Consumers upbeat, businesses cautious								

								Lower fuel prices ease cost pressures
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																Consumer confidence rebounded for the first time in four months in June, supported by falling oil prices and the implementation of the "Thai Chuay Thai Plus" (Thais Help Thais) co-payment scheme, according to the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC).
The consumer confidence index (CCI) tallied 50.7 in June, according to a survey by the UTCC's Center for Economic and Business Forecasting.

Meanwhile, the Thai Chamber of Commerce confidence index (TCC-CI), based on a survey of 369 business operators nationwide, was 41.4, down 0.3 points from May and roughly three points below the level recorded before the Middle East conflict began, at 44.5 in February.

Thanavath Phonvichai, president of the UTCC, said the mismatch between the rising CCI and declining TCC-CI in June highlighted differing economic perceptions among consumers and business operators.

For consumers, stimulus measures, particularly the co-payment scheme, have injected money into the economy and increased purchasing power.

The easing of tensions in the Middle East and the drop in fuel prices from recent highs have helped improve consumer sentiment.

In contrast, despite the government's 50-billion-baht injection through the co-payment scheme, business operators believe the support has been inadequate to offset rising operating costs.

Sluggish border trade and weak foreign arrivals continue to weigh on business confidence, contributing to the negative outlook reflected in the TCC-CI.

He said business operators remain in a wait-and-see mode, looking for clear signs of recovery such as a permanent resolution to the Middle East conflict.

"If a permanent ceasefire is achieved, the Thai government addresses the energy pricing structure, and stimulus measures continue, consumer spending power should recover by the end of the third quarter," said Mr Thanavath.

During the previous co-payment scheme, which ran from late October to December 2025, many Thais viewed the subsidy as "extra money", he noted. As a result, some consumers spent more or purchased non-essential items.

However, perceptions have changed under the current co-payment scheme because of the impact of the Middle East conflict, said Mr Thanavath.

Consumers now see the subsidy as financial relief to help offset the higher cost of living, making them more likely to spend it on daily necessities.
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																Thai businesses recorded a medium level of digital maturity for the first time as artificial intelligence (AI) adoption accelerates, according to the Thailand Digital Outlook 2026 survey.
Wetang Phuangsap, secretary-general of the National Board of Digital Economy and Society Office, said the study found the average digital maturity level of businesses rose to 2.12 out of 4 from 1.56 in 2025, reflecting significant improvements in data-driven business practices and cybersecurity capabilities.

However, weaknesses remain in digital product and service development as well as R&D, highlighting the need for greater innovation, the office noted.

The survey covered 834 digital entrepreneurs nationwide and showed Thailand's transition towards a digital economy has gained momentum, he said.

The assessment measured seven dimensions: strategy and governance, digital workforce capability, data-driven operations, digital products and services, digital business management, digital technology adoption, and cybersecurity infrastructure.

Among these, cybersecurity recorded the strongest improvement, climbing 1.25 points to 2.34. Digital technology adoption tallied 2.08, while digital workforce capability improved to 2.04.

The only dimension to decline was digital product and service development, which fell to 1.62 from 1.70 a year earlier.

By company size, businesses across all categories achieved medium levels of digital maturity, although performance varied. Large enterprises remained the most digitally mature, with a score of 2.58, easing from 2.74 last year.

Medium-sized firms improved to 2.41 from 1.97, while small businesses advanced to 2.01 from 1.45, the first time they breached 2 points.

For small enterprises, cybersecurity recorded the largest improvement, increasing by 1.40 points, followed by digital business management, which rose by 0.79 points, and data-driven operations, which gained 0.41 points.

AI was the most widely adopted advanced technology, accounting for 21.2% of advanced technology implementation, followed by blockchain (20.1%), big data analytics (19.9%), the Internet of Things (19%) and robotics (17.8%).

Regarding AI specifically, 61% of respondents have already adopted the technology in some form. However, most remain at an early stage of deployment. Some 47.4% are still experimenting with AI, while 29.7% are conducting pilot projects.

Only 15.7% have expanded AI deployment across broader business functions, while 7.27% have fully integrated AI into organisation-wide operations.

Marketing was the most common application for AI, with 39.2% of respondents deploying the technology for marketing activities. Other major use cases included business operations and internal processes (33.5%) and information technology (33.1%).
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																The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has upgraded Thailand's GDP growth forecast to 1.9% from 1.5%, supported by the government's stimulus measures.
According to the IMF's World Economic Outlook Update released on Wednesday, the uptick reflects the emergency fiscal measures and is supported by robust technology-related exports and investment.

The lender also raised its 2027 growth forecast for Thailand by 0.1 percentage points to 2.2%.

In its latest outlook, the IMF upgraded the growth forecast for Vietnam by 0.4 percentage points for 2026, rising to 7.5% thanks to robust technology exports and strong domestic demand.

The report maintained its growth forecasts for Malaysia and Indonesia at 4.7% and 5.0%, respectively.

However, the IMF cut its 2026 growth forecast for the Philippines by 0.2 percentage points to 3.9%.

Globally, the group projects economic growth of 3.0% in 2026 and 3.4% in 2027, down from the average of 3.5% recorded in 2024-2025 and broadly unchanged on a cumulative basis from its April projections.

The modest slowdown reflects the impact of the war in the Middle East, partly offset by stronger demand driven by the global technology cycle, particularly investment related to artificial intelligence (AI) and its wider adoption. The effects vary significantly depending on countries' exposure to the conflict and their position in the technology value chain, noted the report.

Pipat Luengnaruemitchai, chief economist at Kiatnakin Phatra Financial Group, wrote on his personal Facebook page on Thursday the global economy continues to be driven by an AI capital expenditure cycle, benefiting exports and economic growth across several regional economies, particularly Taiwan, Vietnam and Malaysia.

Although Thailand's exports grew 17% year-on-year during the first five months of the year, the country has benefited relatively little from the AI boom because Thailand's technology-related industries remain concentrated in computers, hard disk drives (HDDs) and electronics.

Computers and HDDs account for only 3.3% of the value-added weighting in Thailand's Manufacturing Production Index. The electronics industry contributes only about 10% of the manufacturing sector's added value, despite recording solid export growth.

"Under this scenario, the added value and employment generated for the Thai economy remain relatively limited. Even if these sectors continue to expand at an extraordinary pace, they are still too small to drive the country's economy," Mr Pipat wrote.

As a result, Thailand needs to accelerate the transformation of its traditional industries to increase the value addition of its exports. Greater automation combined with workforce training would help strengthen the country's long-term competitiveness, he said.
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        Has internal security become indefensible?
        An important conversation was set off this week when the chairman of the Prime Minister's Advisory Council, former house speaker Wan Muhamad Noor Matha, called for the dissolution of the Internal Security Operations Command (Isoc), questioning not only its purpose but its massive and opaque budget and chequered record.

      

      
        Amnesty bill leaves young out in the cold
        The Senate's main amendment to the so-called "amnesty bill" -- excluding Section 112 offences, including cases involving juveniles -- raises some solid questions: Have political conflicts really come to an end? And is Thailand really heading towards reconciliation?

      

      
        Proven low-cost care could save mothers' lives
        In early June, Melinda French Gates pledged US$215 million to improve women's health globally, with a focus on underfunded areas such as maternal care in Africa. The announcement comes at a critical moment. Every day, more than 700 women die during and following pregnancy and childbirth, though many of the leading causes of maternal mortality are preventable with affordable, evidence-based...

      

      
        Hold Isoc accountable
        The Internal Security Operations Command (Isoc), the state's national security apparatus, is once again in the media spotlight, mired in reputational fallout. This time, former House Speaker Wan Muhamad Noor Matha suggested in parliament that Isoc should be abolished because its duties overlap with those of other agencies and its work does not justify its enormous budget. His suggestion was...

      

      
        Eyeing future of UK-Thailand ties
        As I look back upon my time as the United Kingdom's Ambassador to Thailand, I do so with deep gratitude for five remarkable years in a country that has offered partnership, friendship and inspiration in equal measure. It has been an enormous privilege to represent the UK here and to witness first-hand the strength and warmth that underpin the relationship between our two nations.

      

      
        Govt stability hinges on performance
        When the Bhumjaithai Party-led coalition came to power after February's election, believed to be backed by Thailand's conservative establishment, it appeared to herald an unusually stable period after two decades of political volatility and turmoil. But less than four months into its four-year term, the government appears shaky and unable to find its footing, with the prime minister embattled...

      

      
        Why the Gulf needs economic ties with Tehran
        The US-Israeli war against Iran has shattered the Gulf's old security order. As governments search for alternatives, debate has focused largely on military strategy, diplomatic realignments and the role of outside powers. Missing are the economic foundations of a lasting peace.

      

      
        PR not the only problem
        Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's reaction to the latest Nida Poll suggests he was unsettled by the results.

      

      
        South peace talks must stay in local hands
        The Barisan Revolusi Nasional Melayu Patani's (BRN) recent statement, which calls on the international community to be present at peace negotiations to resolve the violence in Thailand's deep South, is simply an unrealistic demand.

      

      
        Lamp verdict welcome
        Twelve years after the scandal emerged, the arm of justice has finally reached the controversial procurement of Kinnaree sculpture-style lampposts in Samut Prakan province.
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																An important conversation was set off this week when the chairman of the Prime Minister's Advisory Council, former house speaker Wan Muhamad Noor Matha, called for the dissolution of the Internal Security Operations Command (Isoc), questioning not only its purpose but its massive and opaque budget and chequered record.
The pointed recommendation was predictably met with assertions, including from the prime minister, that Isoc remains a crucial and effective force for national security. 

Where Mr Wan pointed out highly questionable overspending, grave suspicions of intimidation and violence, and the dubiousness of a military outfit handling domestic issues, the responses he received have mostly remained in the realm of vaguely explaining how Isoc "integrates efforts" for the security of the Thai public.       

The respected veteran politician from southern Thailand raised the dissolution idea during a review of the National Security Council's budget, where he was speaking in his role as a member of the committee scrutinising the 3.8-trillion-baht budget bill for the 2027 fiscal year.

He arrived at the proposal following an examination of spending to tackle the southern border insurgency.

After a measured start, saying "I believe it is time to dissolve Isoc. It has been allocated billions of baht over many years, and we must ask whether that spending has been worthwhile," Mr Wan dispensed with the niceties.

"I haven't seen any outstanding achievements by Isoc. It gained attention two or three months before for allegedly shooting an MP.

"Is shooting an MP part of Isoc's mission? I don't know. They may deny it, but the suspects have already been arrested, and the case is now before the court. It involved an Isoc vehicle, an Isoc firearm and Isoc personnel," he asserted.

He was referring to the shooting of fellow Prachachat party member and MP for Narathiwat, Kamolsak Leewamoh, a lawyer known for coming to the defence of southerners allegedly wronged by the state.

The investigation of the failed assassination attempt uncovered a range of suspected links to the security services. The cause was not helped by Lt Gen Narathip Phoynork, the 4th Army Region commander and director of Isoc Region 4, who declared in a hot-mic moment: "If it were me, I wouldn't let him survive."

Just as plainly as Mr Wan stated his desire to see Isoc retired, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul bluntly shot down the possibility.

"I made it clear yesterday that Isoc will not be dissolved," he said when questioned on a visit to the Ministry of Defence on Wednesday.

"It is an important mechanism that enables the government to implement national security policies effectively."

"Some people see Isoc only as a security organisation, but it also helps improve people's well-being and daily lives, it is an important bridge between the government and the military in delivering services and assistance to citizens."

Joining the defence, Isoc secretary-general Gen Chaipruak Doungprapat, who is also the army chief of staff, argued that the command is a necessity, going as far as comparing its function to that of the US Department of Homeland Security.

His justification for the analogy was that Isoc, like Homeland Security, coordinates disparate security agencies and achieves the integration needed for effective domestic stability.

In fairness, Gen Chaipruak assured Isoc is willing to accept criticism but nonetheless brushed off talk that it had duplicate personnel payments. Most of the officers employed by Isoc are seconded from the army and the police.

Nantiwat Samart, a former secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs who also served as deputy director of Thailand's National Intelligence Agency, reacted to the idea in a post reminding that Isoc was first established to serve as the main apparatus to counter the communist insurgency in the 1970s.

Due to its foundations, he argued, the body has an expertise in defending internal stability and is well-equipped to address different types of domestic threats.

Central to his argument was that Isoc has been a "thorn in the side" of the separatist movement in the southern border provinces.

"Politicians are always trying to sever the limbs of state units that stand in the way of their benefits without care towards the interests of the nation, or trying to water them down to the point of being meaningless," he complained.

"We must not dissolve Isoc. We must not provide a loophole with which separatists can gain a foothold."

It is possible that Mr Wan is trying to "sever the limbs" of this military apparatus, but it is the same one that just a few weeks ago, was ordered by a court to pay damages to human rights activists smeared by an Information Operation that actively sought to destroy their reputations.

It is the same organisation that has acknowledged compiling a list of "high-value target" Thai citizens, including Mr Anutin himself, for monitoring and scrutiny.

It is the same organisation that regularly requests annual budgets exceeding 7 billion baht to conduct operations that overlap with other state agencies, and to continue a counter-separatist effort that has not seemed to make any significant progress in over two decades.

The arguments may be that Isoc carries out a variety of useful functions, but none address whether it is specifically needed for those functions when other specialised entities exist.

Perhaps more importantly, what needs to be addressed is whether Isoc's perceived good outweighs the many serious and credible accusations made against it.

That is, unless its actual justification is somewhere within those less than savoury activities? 
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																The Senate's main amendment to the so-called "amnesty bill" -- excluding Section 112 offences, including cases involving juveniles -- raises some solid questions: Have political conflicts really come to an end? And is Thailand really heading towards reconciliation?
The legislation, titled the Peaceful Society Promotion Bill, is the latest attempt by parliamentarians to secure pardons for political prisoners. The House of Representatives approved the Senate's amendments to the bill on Wednesday, and the law now inches towards reality.

In principle, around 6,000 political inmates -- people in legal trouble over politically motivated activities, most of them street protests dating back to the mid-2000s, along with those who opposed the military regime -- are to be set free once the law is promulgated, which is expected soon.

However, the amnesty law does not cover three categories of offence: those under Section 112, corruption and serious violent crimes causing death or severe injury.

Yet the compromise reached on the long-awaited bill -- first drafted after the now-dissolved Future Forward Party's breakthrough in the 2019 election -- is an upset, particularly where young offenders in lese majeste cases are concerned.

Several observers see that, with such an exclusion, the legislation may not fully address the country's political divisions. In other words, the bill can hardly bring genuine reconciliation to the country.

The lese majeste law, or Section 112 of the Criminal Code, has been the tough part of the amnesty bill from the beginning.

To get the law passed, those in the progressive camp saw to it that the bill provided a mechanism, placed under Section 11, to consider relief for juveniles prosecuted under the lese majeste law.

With such a mechanism, at least juvenile offenders -- those under 18 when they pushed for reform of the monarchy, an act considered a breach of Section 112 -- might have had a second chance through a rehabilitation process. But the Senate scrapped it during its June 30 session with an overwhelming vote. Bhumjaithai (BJT) and Pheu Thai endorsed the Section 112 exclusion even though it contradicts the idea of reconciliation, and the bill was approved this week by 306 votes to 104.

According to iLaw, a non-profit organisation advocating democratic rights, at least 291 people have been prosecuted in more than 300 lese majeste cases since 2020. Among them, more than a dozen are juveniles.

Looking back, in April 1980 Thailand pardoned people of different political ideologies: the landmark 66/2523 policy issued by the Prem Tinsulanonda government paved the way for those who had joined the now-defunct Communist Party to return to society.

The main concept of the policy was to end political division by bringing back those of a different political ideology from the jungle. With such a concept, the state simply chose to embrace reconciliation so that the country could move forward. A number of those pardoned under the policy are now prominent academics and politicians.

Such an idea was possible in the Prem Tinsulanonda era, but not now, since the Senate, as well as BJT, known for its far-right leanings, hold to a tough stance. They exclude those seeking monarchical reform from reconciliation, regarding them as "enemies of the state" regardless of their young age.

They refuse to give it a second thought, even though Section 11 of the amnesty bill would not have applied automatically to every young offender. Instead, each offender would have had to go through the court again to ensure that he or she deserved amnesty.

It is unfortunate that they have no intention of learning from the key policy that enabled the country to transcend political conflict, or from the late Gen Prem, who treasured reconciliation and peace so that society could return to normalcy.

This can be considered a double standard of justice. People who committed much more serious crimes -- some of which caused damage to the country -- could be granted amnesty, but young people who might have lacked maturity at the time of their offence will not have a chance to start anew. Such discrimination means conflicts will run deep.

If the law really aims to restore peace, the state has no choice but to give the young offenders an opportunity to enter the rehabilitation process for the sake of reconciliation.

On top of that, while it is widely believed that no major culprits will be held accountable for major crimes -- such as the notorious exam fraud and the Senate poll that compromised the checks and balances of the democratic system -- the young activists with aspirations for reform and progress are just left out in the cold. What an irony.

Chairith Yonpiam is assistant news editor, Bangkok Post.
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									Proven low-cost care could save mothers' lives								

															

																In early June, Melinda French Gates pledged US$215 million to improve women's health globally, with a focus on underfunded areas such as maternal care in Africa. The announcement comes at a critical moment. Every day, more than 700 women die during and following pregnancy and childbirth, though many of the leading causes of maternal mortality are preventable with affordable, evidence-based interventions.
These maternal deaths are not evenly distributed. Roughly 87% of them occur in Southern Asia and sub-Saharan Africa, with the latter alone making up nearly 70%. By contrast, high-income countries experience far lower rates, although stark inequities remain.

As calls for local resource mobilisation grow louder, the focus should shift to cost-effectiveness. Instead of investing in expensive hospital-centred models, policymakers should scale up funding for affordable interventions that address the leading causes of maternal mortality, which include postpartum haemorrhage, hypertensive disorders such as pre-eclampsia, unsafe abortion complications, obstructed labour and sepsis.

While working in Nigeria on a project aimed at preventing postpartum haemorrhage -- the leading killer of women during childbirth -- in communities and at health facilities, I saw firsthand how simple, affordable interventions saved lives.

For starters, active management of the third stage of labour can reduce severe postpartum haemorrhage by about 60-70%. This involves administering medicine that helps the womb contract after childbirth, at which point healthcare workers can actively control the delivery of the placenta and assess the mother's uterine tone. While oxytocin is the preferred drug, proper storage can be challenging in low-resource settings; misoprostol is an effective and affordable alternative that is heat-stable and can be given orally.

Accurately measuring blood loss is equally important. A simple plastic blood collection drape, placed under the woman immediately after delivery, makes this possible.

Pre-eclampsia, which affects 3-8% of women who give birth worldwide, also threatens the lives of mothers because, when left untreated, it can progress to deadly seizures. Fortunately, the best solution is one of the simplest: regular blood-pressure monitoring. Between 2014 and 2017, the Community-Level Interventions for Pre-eclampsia programme trained community health workers to visit pregnant women at home, monitor blood pressure and identify warning signs using mobile tools and pictorial guides. The trial improved early detection and management of pre-eclampsia in Mozambique, Pakistan and India, with workers treating low-risk cases with antihypertensives and magnesium sulphate, and urgently referring high-risk patients to health facilities.

Complications from unsafe abortions are another prominent cause of maternal deaths, accounting for roughly 8% globally.

The answer is straightforward: expand access to safe abortion services. Ethiopia liberalised its abortion law in 2005, making these services and crucial follow-up care available in public health facilities. Healthcare workers were trained to provide women with treatment for severe bleeding and infections, and to remove pregnancy tissue left behind after incomplete abortions, with more complicated cases referred to hospitals. Within a decade, the share of maternal deaths linked to unsafe abortion fell from 32% to less than 10%.

Finally, obstructed labour, which occurs when a baby cannot pass through the birth canal even with strong contractions, can lead to severe bleeding, infection, uterine rupture, stillbirth and death when not treated promptly. The solution to this problem, which accounts for about 2% of maternal deaths worldwide, is timely access to skilled birth attendants and emergency obstetric care, including caesarean sections when necessary.

Bangladesh achieved a rapid reduction in maternal mortality -- including deaths from obstructed labour -- through a multi-sectoral approach. It increased access to specialised emergency care for women with serious childbirth complications, allowed the growth of private medical facilities to meet demand for caesareans, and promoted early referral through community-based birth attendants.

While Ms French Gates' funding commitment is both timely and welcome, the future of maternal health, particularly in countries that have long depended on foreign aid, cannot rest on philanthropy alone. It must be built on sustained investments in simple, proven and scalable interventions that make better use of scarce resources to ensure that no woman dies while giving life. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Ifeanyi M Nsofor is a public-health physician and Co-Founder of the Africa Behavioral Science Network.
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																The Internal Security Operations Command (Isoc), the state's national security apparatus, is once again in the media spotlight, mired in reputational fallout. This time, former House Speaker Wan Muhamad Noor Matha suggested in parliament that Isoc should be abolished because its duties overlap with those of other agencies and its work does not justify its enormous budget. His suggestion was dismissed outright by Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, who insisted that Isoc is a permanent fixture of the country.
Mr Wan is not the first critic of the security agency. Human rights advocates and political activists have long called on successive governments to disband it or, at the very least, undertake root-and-branch reform. Their concerns should not go unheeded. Isoc's track record is troubling, inspiring fear more often than the sense of security it was created to provide.

In March, Prachachart MP Kamolsak Leewamoh of Narathiwat survived an attack by gunmen, although two of his assistants were injured. Police later found that vehicles and weapons used in the assassination attempt belonged to Isoc. Last month, the Appeal Court found that Isoc had conducted information operations against two human rights defenders. Meanwhile, as revealed during the parliamentary budget debate, Isoc launched 140 campaigns targeting opposing or dissenting groups over three fiscal years.

Founded in the 1960s to counter the communist insurgency, Isoc has evolved into a quasi-omnipotent security body with cross-agency powers and an enormous budget. Beyond its national security role, the Prayut government assigned Isoc a range of civilian responsibilities, including disaster response and promoting public awareness of the duty to protect the nation, religion and monarchy. The problem is that there is no systematic mechanism to account for how Isoc spends its funds or how many people are actually on its payroll.

A 2019 budget document showed Isoc was allocated 10.2 billion baht to support 5,000-6,000 staff nationwide (excluding the South), along with 500,000-600,000 internal security volunteers and tens of thousands more in its information network. It would not be surprising if Isoc's budget has since grown even larger. Reports indicate that since 2004, at least 500 billion baht has been approved to fund Isoc's special missions addressing violence in the deep South. That figure excludes salaries, per diem payments and additional allowances for thousands of Isoc personnel.

There have also been reports that soldiers and police officers are transferred to Isoc's southern offices to receive additional positions and allowances without actually relocating. Despite such concerns, Mr Anutin says Thailand cannot do without Isoc. Can it? Indeed, many of Isoc's responsibilities overlap with those of the Interior Ministry, the police, the army, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, and local administrations. Isoc describes itself as the "linking hinge" among state agencies. If that is the case, why does it need thousands of staff on its payroll?

If Mr Anutin wants Isoc to remain, he must make it a better institution. He should begin by ending mission creep, including information operations against critics and political activists. The government must also subject Isoc's budget, operations and staffing to independent scrutiny, cut excess positions and improve accountability. Preserving Isoc is not an end in itself. The agency must remain open to reform and scrutiny.
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																As I look back upon my time as the United Kingdom's Ambassador to Thailand, I do so with deep gratitude for five remarkable years in a country that has offered partnership, friendship and inspiration in equal measure. It has been an enormous privilege to represent the UK here and to witness first-hand the strength and warmth that underpin the relationship between our two nations.
I arrived at a moment of global uncertainty. Thailand, like all countries, was navigating the unprecedented challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic. In the years since, I have seen a powerful story of resilience and recovery -- from communities and businesses adapting with determination, to the country reopening and reconnecting with the world. Thailand's economic dynamism, openness to innovation, and central role within the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) have only become more evident over time.

Throughout this period, the UK-Thailand partnership has continued to deepen and diversify. Trade and investment remain at its core, with strong collaboration across financial services, advanced manufacturing, the creative economy and digital innovation. The UK-Thailand Enhanced Trade Partnership, signed in 2024, has created a solid platform for growth.

Equally important are the connections between our people. Over a million British visitors continue to be drawn to Thailand's culture and hospitality each year, while Thai students, professionals and tourists contribute richly to life in the UK. Education partnerships, including Chevening scholarships, continue to strengthen these links for generations and advance both countries' development priorities. I have been glad to meet hundreds of UK alumni during my time as ambassador.

Our cooperation also extends to assisting British nationals. Outreach in key destinations has been a priority, working closely with Thai authorities, including the Tourist Police. These partnerships reflect the trust and shared purpose that define our relationship.

Looking ahead, I am confident that the UK-Thailand partnership is well placed for an even stronger future.

There is clear potential to deepen our economic ties further, particularly in sectors that will shape tomorrow's economies. Green growth, digital technology and high-value services offer significant opportunities for collaboration. As Thailand continues its economic transformation, and the UK strengthens its engagement in the Indo-Pacific, the scope for partnership will only expand.

Climate goals will be central to this next chapter. Both of our countries are committed to addressing climate change and advancing towards net zero. From renewable energy and green finance to biodiversity, industrial decarbonisation and carbon capture, there is enormous potential to work together and deliver shared impact.

Science and innovation will also play a defining role. By strengthening collaboration in research, technology and skills, we can equip our societies to be prepared for the rapidly advancing technologies such as AI, and for the challenges and opportunities ahead. The UK's global strengths in science and innovation, combined with Thailand's ambition and regional connectivity, provide a powerful foundation.

Looking ahead, the UK and Thailand are well placed to deepen an already strong political and security partnership, grounded in our shared interest in regional stability and an open, rules-based international system. There is clear scope to expand cooperation on security in areas such as maritime, cyber and the wider transnational challenges that increasingly share our global environment. As Thailand continues to play a central role within Asean, and as the UK strengthens its engagement in the Indo-Pacific, I am confident that this collaboration will grow in both importance and impact.

At the highest level, the close ties between our Royal Families continue to hold special significance. Later this month, Thailand will welcome Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal, Princess Anne. Her visit will further underline the continuity and strength of our long-standing friendship, and the importance both countries place on these enduring bonds.

As I prepare to leave Thailand, I do so with a profound sense of appreciation. I am grateful to our Thai partners across government, business and society for their friendship and collaboration. I leave with lasting personal memories of a country that has been both welcoming and inspiring.

The partnership between the United Kingdom and Thailand has stood the test of time, and I am certain it will continue to flourish.

Mark Gooding is British Ambassador to Thailand.
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																When the Bhumjaithai Party-led coalition came to power after February's election, believed to be backed by Thailand's conservative establishment, it appeared to herald an unusually stable period after two decades of political volatility and turmoil. But less than four months into its four-year term, the government appears shaky and unable to find its footing, with the prime minister embattled amid graft scandals and lacking clear policy direction. As a crisis of government legitimacy is now percolating, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul will come under growing pressure to revamp his cabinet and bring in more technocrats to deliver results or face the prospect of an early exit.
When he entered office, Mr Anutin was already hounded by two major existing scandals revolving around the allegedly rigged Senate election from June 2024 and the "Khao Kradong" encroachment of state-owned land -- with the family of Bhumjaithai's powerbroker Newin Chidchob among the encroachers. Being in power only enabled the perception that the prime minister and his associates can exert influence over oversight agencies to delay and stymie the deliberations of these two cases. Had he been able to govern with some policy thrust at the outset, it might have allowed his government to move forward and leave past scandals behind.

Instead, more controversies have emerged without deliverables. The government mishandled petrol price hikes necessitated by the Middle East conflicts, allegedly handing a windfall to private petrol stations. To alleviate hardship from the energy crisis, a 400-billion-baht (US$12 billion) relief package was promulgated through a cabinet decree carrying a parliamentary majority. Half of the borrowing went to consumer subsidy, and the other half was earmarked for investments toward energy transition. While the opposition People's Party challenged the package as misdirected and wasteful at the expense of fiscal discipline, the Constitutional Court ruled today that it falls within constitutional boundaries.

But other graft allegations will keep piling on government legitimacy. Another is a 1.6-billion-baht (US$48 million) AI scheme that was rammed through with questionable terms of reference, technical specifications, and procurement process. An initiative of the Ministry of Digital Economy and Society, headed by Chaichanok Chidchob, Mr Newin's son and one of eight so-called "nepo babies" -- scions of powerful political figures behind the coalition parties. Mr Chaichanok, who proudly declared the names of his parents upon entering parliament, is seen as a future Bhumjaithai leader. His political star has dimmed partly as a result of this controversial project.

Yet the most egregious and damning may be the exam-rigging scandal involving bureaucratic posts for local administrations. As evidence has been found that thousands of exams were tampered with in connection with an alleged systematic bribery scheme involving officials under the Interior Ministry's Department of Local Administration, the bribes are estimated to total some 4.5 billion baht (US$140 million). Building on other graft cases, the exam-rigging has caused the most salient public outrage. While many bureaucratic posts at provincial level are paid just a few hundred dollars a month, they come with health and retirement benefits that provide family security. That the Interior Ministry's kickbacks are so lucrative and systematic reminds the public why lower-level bureaucrats can be unqualified, inert, and prone to graft.

The interior portfolio is traditionally the most powerful in cabinet because it supervises and administers departments overseeing rural governance and a centralised and entrenched bureaucratic machinery. The post of interior minister is traditionally taken by the secretary-general of the largest coalition party, but in this case Mr Anutin has unusually occupied both top posts. Accountability ultimately goes up to him.

On the policy side, the Anutin government has effectively put the "Land Bridge" idea and its associated Southern Economic Corridor on the back burner. The mega project to link up the three airports -- Suvarnabhumi, Don Meuang and U-Tapao -- around the greater Bangkok metropolitan area to make a logistics hub faces delay, as the contractor wants to renegotiate terms. Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas has made promising noises, such as an investment-facilitating "fast pass" to cut through red tape. Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun remains active on free-trade negotiations, especially with the European Union, although she seems to have lost lustre as the novelty of her communication skills wears off without policy substance to fall back on.

To be sure, Thailand has been attracting considerable foreign direct investment in data centres and digital trade related to connectivity, while tourism receipts are steady. But policy directions remain largely uncharted because Mr Anutin is trying to survive on a day-to-day basis, unable to come up with an outlook for Thailand's economic future and diplomatic drive abroad. During recent parliamentary deliberations over the 3.78-trillion-baht (US$ 114 billion) budget bill with a projected deficit of 3.9% of GDP, Mr Anutin delegated the government's response to be led by Mr Ekniti while the prime minister made an official visit to France.

Despite his strong establishment credentials, the prime minister appears untenable unless he makes urgent changes to shore up public support and reassure his backers that he can weather the gathering storm. One major change could be a cabinet reshuffle, but it would test Mr Anutin's mettle because the real powerbroker is Mr Newin. There is no sign that the prime minister has the heft to break away from Mr Newin to come into his own.

Changing the cabinet line-up to entice technocrats and policy experts to enter the fray, let alone to empower them to get the economy moving, will therefore be Mr Anutin's most daunting task in the near term. The alternative of accumulating corruption controversies in the absence of policy results will likely lead to intensifying public disenchantment. Without government responsiveness and yet with a coalition majority in parliament, public outcry may spill over into street demonstrations.

Thailand today does not face a crisis of parliamentary numbers because the government commands a comfortable majority. Instead, it faces a growing deficit of legitimacy. Unless Prime Minister Anutin demonstrates cleaner governance, clearer economic leadership and tangible policy results over the coming weeks, the stability that his coalition was intended to deliver may prove more fragile than it first appeared.
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																The US-Israeli war against Iran has shattered the Gulf's old security order. As governments search for alternatives, debate has focused largely on military strategy, diplomatic realignments and the role of outside powers. Missing are the economic foundations of a lasting peace.
Recent moves to expand Omani-Iranian trade and revive the Hejaz Railway linking Turkey to Saudi Arabia suggest that economic integration, once dismissed as politically impossible, is becoming conceivable. Whatever order emerges from the current crisis, its durability will depend not only on deterrence but also on economic incentives that make conflict costly.

In an influential 2015 essay, the Nobel laureate economist Douglass North and the Stanford social scientists Gary Cox and Barry Weingast described what they called the "violence trap". As trade, investment, infrastructure and production become interconnected, economic complexity raises the cost of violence. Restraint becomes economically rational because states, firms and citizens have more to lose.

The Gulf remains trapped in the opposite equilibrium. Violence persists not because regional actors are irrational, but because the incentive structure keeps the expected returns of conflict relatively high. In many respects, the Gulf is a single economic space with a common stake in energy infrastructure, shipping routes, financial markets and shared environmental challenges. But political fragmentation into competing blocs allows proxy warfare, infrastructure sabotage and asymmetric attacks to impose enormous regional costs while imposing only limited costs on those who initiate them.

A more economically integrated Gulf would overturn this calculus. Dense commercial ties act as a commitment device, making disruption prohibitively expensive and embedding stability within the region's economic architecture. Security is generated from within, through organic economic linkages.

This perspective helps explain the paradox that one of the world's wealthiest regions has failed to achieve durable peace. The rivalry between Iran and Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) members divides what is naturally a shared regional system connected by geography, energy resources and complementary markets.

For decades, external security guarantees, primarily by the United States, managed this rivalry without removing its underlying incentives. Security effectively became a traded commodity, with hydrocarbons and capital exchanged for military protection. States overinvested in deterrence and underinvested in regional economic integration.

This model's weaknesses are becoming increasingly visible. The Gulf is among the world's most heavily militarised regions yet remains structurally vulnerable. Drone warfare has transformed the strategic landscape. Relatively inexpensive weapons can now disable infrastructure worth billions of dollars. Even forward-deployed American military bases have become vulnerable targets rather than bulwarks of stability.

Most Gulf observers agree that the old security order is dying. But none of the most commonly proposed options -- buying more advanced weapons, seeking protection from new partners in the Global South, or building stronger national militaries -- is adequate to achieve a stable peace. More hardware does not solve the problem of asymmetric vulnerability. Turning to partners such as Pakistan or Turkey may lower the cost of protection, but it would expose them to the same regional conflicts and domestic political constraints that limit reliability.

Building capable national militaries is even less viable. Smaller GCC states lack the population needed, while for the larger states -- especially Saudi Arabia -- strong professional armed forces create a political dilemma. A military strong enough to defend the state may also be strong enough to challenge it.

So, if stability cannot be purchased through arms alone, it must be built by changing the economic incentives that sustain conflict. Critics will argue that economic integration is unrealistic given decades of mistrust between Iran and its Gulf neighbours. But trust does not necessarily precede cooperation; often, cooperation gradually creates trust by making predictable interaction more valuable than confrontation.

Post-war Europe transformed centuries of rivalry by integrating strategic industries and creating common markets that made conflict increasingly irrational. Economic interdependence altered incentives long before political disagreements disappeared.

The Gulf itself has a long history of commercial integration. For centuries, Iranian and Arabian ports were connected by trade, migration, finance and family networks that crossed the Gulf with remarkable ease. Dubai's emergence as a regional commercial hub partly reflects these longstanding cross-Gulf connections. The current equilibrium of sustained hostility is relatively recent.

Nor is cooperation merely theoretical. Qatar shares the South Pars gas field with Iran and has maintained functional bilateral economic relations. Oman has long served as a trusted diplomatic and commercial bridge between Iran and its Arab neighbours. Selective engagement is possible even without comprehensive political reconciliation.

There is also a broader structural argument for integration. The GCC states are relatively small economies whose prosperity depends on trade, capital mobility and open networks. Long-term stability for such states is rarely compatible with rigid geopolitical alignment.

Just as prudent investors diversify portfolios to reduce risk, Gulf states should diversify the foundations of their security, beginning modestly. Gulf states and Iran could revive dormant dialogues on maritime safety, environmental protection, disaster response and infrastructure resilience, issues where mutual interests are obvious and political costs are relatively limited.

A second stage could introduce selective economic openings, including logistics cooperation, investment guarantees in non-strategic sectors such as agriculture and pharmaceuticals and coordination on shared energy infrastructure. These measures would increase the economic costs of disruption without requiring comprehensive political normalisation.

Over time, such initiatives could evolve into a permanent regional forum linking economic cooperation with security restraint and creating mechanisms to manage disputes before they escalate into crises. External partners, including the US, could reinforce existing security commitments by recognising that regional economic integration complements rather than undermines military deterrence.

Without greater economic cooperation, the Gulf will continue spending vast sums on a defence architecture now vulnerable to inexpensive asymmetric disruption, while security itself remains elusive. Economic cooperation should therefore be understood not as a concession to Iran but as a form of strategic insurance.

The Gulf does not need to trust Iran, resolve every ideological dispute or abandon existing alliances. It simply needs to create an economic environment in which instability becomes progressively more expensive than coexistence. This is not a utopian vision. It is a pragmatic strategy for reducing risk in an era when military superiority alone can no longer guarantee security. The Gulf's next security order will depend not only on weapons or alliances, but on the economic ties it chooses to build. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Adeel Malik is Associate Professor of Development Economics at the University of Oxford and Globe Fellow in the Economies of Muslim Societies at the Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies. Jamal Ibrahim Haidar is an assistant professor and Chairman of the Department of Economics at the Lebanese American University.
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																Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's reaction to the latest Nida Poll suggests he was unsettled by the results.
The survey, conducted from June 29 to July 2, showed Mr Anutin trailing People's Party (PP) leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut as voters' preferred choice for prime minister. Mr Natthaphong topped the poll with more than 26% support, compared with Mr Anutin's 21.7%. The PP also outperformed the ruling party, 35.8% to 26.6%, in the widely respected survey.

The findings reinforce critics' warnings that this government's honeymoon period is over. More strikingly, the decline came despite the administration's costly cash handout programme, which was expected to boost public support.

Mr Anutin's response was equally telling. He attributed the disappointing poll to poor communication by cabinet ministers, urging them to engage with the media more regularly. He even hosted an informal lunch with reporters, a move that fuelled speculation about an impending cabinet reshuffle before he quickly dismissed it.

Yet the poll reflects public perceptions of the prime minister himself, not merely those of his ministers. If the government wants to regain public confidence, the effort must begin with Mr Anutin. Blaming poor communication risks missing the real reasons behind the slide in public support.

The more likely explanation lies in the series of controversies that have dogged his administration. They range from allegations of oil hoarding and the government's slow response to criticism of the Land Bridge project to the state recruitment exam scandal, which has reignited concerns about entrenched corruption at senior levels of the bureaucracy.

These controversies have compounded public frustration over the lack of progress in other high-profile cases, including the Senate election investigation and the long-running Khao Kradong land dispute.

Mr Anutin has also appeared to misjudge public expectations. He became the first prime minister to miss the opening of the parliamentary debate on the 2027 budget on June 29. While the budget was comfortably approved thanks to the government's parliamentary majority, his unprecedented absence sent the wrong message about his priorities.

Many leaders before him have responded to criticism by faulting their public relations rather than confronting the underlying causes of public dissatisfaction. Such an approach rarely produces meaningful solutions.

To Mr Anutin's credit, his government has recently stepped up its investigation into the recruitment exam scandal. Whether that effort proves genuine, however, will depend on whether those responsible are identified and held accountable, regardless of their position.

Even then, resolving a single scandal will not be enough to restore public trust. If the government hopes to reverse its declining popularity, it must demonstrate a broader commitment to accountability, competent governance and meaningful reform -- not simply better communication.
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									South peace talks must stay in local hands								
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																The Barisan Revolusi Nasional Melayu Patani's (BRN) recent statement, which calls on the international community to be present at peace negotiations to resolve the violence in Thailand's deep South, is simply an unrealistic demand.
It also begs the question of what exactly BRN needs from the "peace" negotiations scheduled for September.

The first question is: Which countries or organisations does BRN want to have representatives participate in this negotiation process? What standards or criteria does BRN use in determining which countries should be allowed to play a role in the talks?

The next question is: Would they be able to offer opinions and recommendations on how to resolve the conflict in the region, or would they serve merely as observers?

The last question is: Would these representatives from the international community truly understand the context and complexities of the conflict better than BRN itself or even the Thai government? Do they actually understand the hopes and concerns of Buddhists and Muslims living in these communities, or even the views of Malaysia, which has long served as the facilitator of the peace negotiations?

In the statement, BRN expressed appreciation to the Malaysian government for its continued role as facilitator of the peace dialogue, as well as for the involvement of the international community, which it said had demonstrated professionalism and active commitment to resolving the prolonged conflict.

In my view, resolving the long-running violence in the far South can only be achieved by the parties directly involved in the conflict themselves. In this case, those parties are the Thai state and BRN, which claims to be the principal party in conflict with the government.

How can we be sure that outside actors do not have their own interests or agendas in becoming involved in efforts to resolve the conflict in the region?

Therefore, BRN should stop portraying the situation as out of control and elevating it into a global issue.

The group expressed hope that broad support from "the Patani community" would help advance the peace process. I strongly agree with this point.

First of all, both BRN and the Thai government need to listen carefully to the voices of local Muslim people living in the area. Both sides should work together not only to end violence but also to improve residents' quality of life and create conditions for lasting peace and prosperity. Sincere peace talks are the path towards joint development and reconciliation.

Peace talks between the Thai government and BRN officially began for the first time in February 2013 under the government of prime minister Yingluck Shinawatra, with Malaysia serving as the facilitator of the dialogue process. During the Yingluck government, Thailand signed an agreement initiating an open peace dialogue with BRN leaders for the first time. Hassan Taib served as the head of the BRN delegation. However, the talks stalled following the coup in Thailand in 2014.

The process was revived through the Thai side's Southern Border Provinces Peace Dialogue Panel, which continued discussions with various stakeholders. In January 2020, Thai negotiators officially met with BRN representatives, leading to significant progress in the peace process.

Both sides later advanced a General Framework Agreement during 2022-2023. They worked together on a draft framework known as the General Principles of the Peace Dialogue Process (GPP), intended to serve as a roadmap for resolving the conflict. However, disagreements remained over certain details of the proposed framework.

As for current developments in 2026, the Anutin Charnvirakul government appointed National Intelligence Agency director Thanut Suvarnananda as its new chief negotiator.

Preparations for the talks began in June, and several official-level meetings have already been held. A high-level meeting is scheduled for September. All issues -- including recent incidents of violence and BRN's recent statement -- will be discussed.

Prime Minister Anutin's visit to Malaysia yesterday and today provides an opportunity for him to discuss border security and the importance of the September peace talks with his Malaysian counterpart, Anwar Ibrahim.

The upcoming talks are therefore seen as another important opportunity to promote a culture of peace, build confidence between the parties and seek practical measures to achieve peace and stability in Thailand's southern border provinces without the involvement of the international community.
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																Twelve years after the scandal emerged, the arm of justice has finally reached the controversial procurement of Kinnaree sculpture-style lampposts in Samut Prakan province.
Last month, the Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases found Songchai Nokkhamin, former president of the Racha Thewa TAO in Bang Phli district of Samut Prakan, and another defendant, identified as Wassana, guilty of bid-rigging.

The offence involved the procurement of Kinnaree-themed ornamental streetlights in 2013 and an additional budget approved in 2019 to modify the project. Both defendants were sentenced to five years in prison.

The verdict is another reminder to state officials and local administrators that transparency is essential. The arm of justice may have appeared tarnished at times, but it was never idle.

The Racha Thewa tambon administration organisation (TAO) spent more than 642 million baht procuring 6,773 Kinnaree lampposts. The high price of the lamps was one issue; their placement was another. The TAO installed Kinnaree lampposts close together, including along narrow dirt roads and around a large fish pond.

At the time, Songchai was quoted as telling the media the excessive number of lamps in some areas was due to "technical reasons". When asked why the lamps were so expensive, he simply said that good quality did not come cheap.

Ornamental lampposts have become a trend among local administrations over the past decade. They are often used to showcase community pride and local identity. Trang's Muang district used sea cow designs, Saraburi's Tabkwang district used deer designs, and Bang Phli district of Samut Prakan, where Suvarnabhumi airport is located, used aircraft designs. The aircraft lampposts cost 100,000 baht each.

Indeed, many local administrations continue to install such ornamental lampposts -- or other grandiose public infrastructure projects -- as long as they do not violate procurement laws.

Honesty alone is noble, but it is not enough. Public money must be spent rationally and wisely. Without systems to ensure officials develop useful and practical projects, the country will continue to be filled with wasteful and grandiose public infrastructure that could have been built differently -- and some that should never have been developed in the first place.

Looking around our public spaces, it is not difficult to find questionable projects and infrastructure. In public gardens and community parks, there are many exercise machines made of poor-quality materials, posing risks to users. Along rural roads, it is common to see abandoned OTOP centres or lampposts installed too close together or in unsuitable locations, such as inside moats.

Government agencies and lawmakers -- at both local and national levels -- must work to create mechanisms to properly screen public projects and identify problems before irrational schemes are built.

At present, society and anti-graft agencies often rely on complaints or media reports that arrive too late. We cannot wait for the arm of justice to reach every Kinnaree lamppost or wasteful public project. We must find ways to prevent such projects from being developed in the first place.
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									Tim Cook blames Micron as Apple raises prices

									Memory chipmaker hits back, saying big customers squeezed suppliers during earlier downturn
								

									Apple chief executive Tim Cook has blamed the US memory-chip manufacturer Micron for forcing the tech giant to aggressively increase product prices in late June, drawing a sharp counter-accusation from the supplier.
									In an interview with the Wall Street Journal, Mr Cook said memory-chip production capacity had plummeted just as consumer demand surged. He alleged that memory manufacturers had seized the opportunity to increase RAM trading prices, leaving Apple to shoulder massive cost increases.

The chief executive's remarks strongly imply that Apple views memory-chip manufacturers as the root cause of the current severe chip shortage and skyrocketing prices.

However, Micron chief business officer Sumit Sadana hit back in a separate interview with the Journal, recalling the market downturn of 2023. He noted that during that period, several major clients capitalised on the situation by aggressively driving down prices to historic lows for their own benefit.

Mr Sadana argued that this predatory pricing squeezed the profit margins of memory chipmakers, including Micron, leaving them without the capital required to build new factories or expand production capacity. Consequently, he said, manufacturers now lack the facilities needed to meet the massive spike in customer demand.

While Mr Sadana stopped short of naming Apple directly, international media outlets quickly inferred that the iPhone maker was a primary target of the criticism. Apple is one of Micron's largest customers and is widely known for leveraging long-term contracts to squeeze suppliers.

Recent industry data reveals that memory and storage chip prices have quadrupled compared to the past three quarters. Prices are projected to surge by another 58% to 63% by the end of the third quarter of 2026.

Analysts at JPMorgan warned that smartphone prices could climb even higher in the future. They estimated that memory-chip production costs for the iPhone could jump by approximately 45% by 2027.

Meanwhile, data from the market research firm Gartner indicates that combined memory and storage chip prices are on track to soar by up to 130% by the end of 2026. This spike is expected to drive up PC prices by 17% and smartphone prices by more than 13%.

Source: Gartner, Wall Street Journal, Yahoo Finance, Korea JoongAngDaily
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									Guru's daily horoscope for July 11

									Let's check out today's vibe
								

									The day of the week you were born on can reveal a lot... Read on.

 
									= today's motto,[?] = work, [?] = money, [?] = taken, [?] = single

SUNDAY

Believe in yourself and don't hold back. 

[?]You want to try new things with enthusiasm. You may impress people at a meeting with bold ideas. You may become your team's advisor. 

[?] You may earn extra cash from providing advice or your unique skills. Be confident with what you offer. 

[?]You two may inspire each other. Your problems are also your partner's problems and you two tackle them together. 

[?] It's time to put your focus back on yourself. Go out and enjoy life. Your happiness comes from doing what you love. 

MONDAY 

Happiness is closer than you think.

[?]The convivial vibe in the office makes you want to go to work. You smash all deadlines and welcome a new member to your growing team. All good.

[?] You spend more money to treat your loved ones and close friends. Money well spent because you're happy to give. 

[?]You two enjoy simple things together, like eating out or talking about old memories. Your relationship feels safe and warm. 

[?] Someone who loves you is closer to you than you think.  

TUESDAY

You're worthy of being loved as you are right now.

[?]You go to work with a positive mind. Your kindness is endearing to everyone at the office. Everyone tends to agree with you and listen to your ideas.

[?] You may receive a gift or a free meal from someone. You can't stop smiling about it. 

[?]Acts of kindness and care towards each other every day beat big date nights every quarter. 

[?] You radiate positivity and kindness and several admirers are drawn to you. Choose wisely.

WEDNESDAY

Long-term planning is a prerequisite for sustainable success.

[?]Envision who you will be in 10 years and plan accordingly. You need to look forward and keep your long-term goals in mind. 

[?] Spend more money on things of good quality. Don't buy trendy items that you have no use of.  

[?]Sit down and design your future together. You two may decide to buy a big-ticket item or set up a savings goal.

[?] Continue working on yourself. Turn what you love into your income. No space for dating today. 

THURSDAY

A golden opportunity comes and goes quickly. Grab it.

[?]You may be offered something but you'll have to say yes or no quickly. Think fast and act fast to help you secure something before anyone else.

[?] Don't hesitate when golden opportunities are present to you. Stay open to new opportunities. 

[?]Good news comes but your relationship will have to adjust to it. It adds excitement and colour to your love. 

[?] Someone wastes no time and hits on you minutes after meeting you. Open your heart to them and things will progress quickly.  

FRIDAY

Big goals require careful planning. 

[?]Don't try to be the one who finishes tasks first, as you may make mistakes along the way. Slow and steady wins the race.

[?] If you're tempted to buy a trendy item, give yourself some time to cool off before you come back to it. You may not want it by then.

[?]Don't bring outside problems into your "us time". Clear your mind first before you communicate with each other.

[?] Extract lessons from your past relationships. Being single with peace can recharge your mind.  

SATURDAY 

Too much ego can prevent you from reaching your goals.  

[?]Don't let differences of opinion with your colleagues bring down the office morale. Listen to them and you may discover a happy compromise.

[?] Don't buy something just because people know you collect them or you said you would buy them. You're allowed to change your mind.

[?]Minor misunderstandings create an invisible wall between you two. Both sides should lower their egos and try to break the silence with a cute gesture.

[?] Someone may try to approach you. Don't judge them based on your past experiences. Give them and yourself a chance.
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									Fair rules needed

									
								

									Re: "Nominee crackdown steps up", (BP, July 5).
									Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul should vigorously help good-faith micro and SME businesses that fell into poorly advised arrangements while continuing to punish those guilty of criminal concealment.

To do otherwise would not only be grossly unfair but will also repel potential investors from Thailand.

Mr Anutin should: (a) Have a one-time legalisation window of 6-12 months for those firms and married couples who voluntarily disclosed nominee arrangements and restructure ownership, avoiding criminal prosecution if there had been no large-scale money laundering, tax fraud, or other serious crime. This would reward compliance and free the government to focus on the big crooks.

(b) Announce that there'll be much tougher penalties after the transition period ends for anyone using illegal nominee arrangements.

(c) Create one-stop legal service centers combining services of all government agencies involved in transiting to legal arrangements, with automatic approval if applications if proposed revised structures are not approved within two weeks.

(d) Legal documents should be standardised and streamlined across agencies, so that, for example, applicants need not attach the same numerous documents to each agency anew every year.

(e) Simple online instructions on alternative ways to give investors the control they need without using nominees.

For example, minority owners might have the right to appoint one or more directors; approval rights for budgets, borrowing, or acquisitions; management contracts, or franchising/licensing, together with DIY templates for each method. This will make approval easier.

(f) There should be special rules for mixed-nationality couples to own their home or operate their small family business.

Also, if the Thai spouse dies or they separate, we should enable the business to continue as a going entity, rather than, say, force the foreigner to return to the country he may have left decades ago.

Burin Kantabutra

Build Thai apps

Re: "SMEs urge more oversight on e-commerce platforms", (Business, May 15).

The latest media debates on e-commerce vendor commissions have a second unrealised risk.

If Thailand became fully dependent on foreign applications for e-commerce and payment gateways, I consider that there is a sovereign risk.

Look at what happened in Europe, where there are no indigenous-developed applications for payments, credit cards, or the purchase and sale of goods and services.

If American companies want to put pressure on Europe, they can simply freeze credit cards and e-commerce apps overnight, as Russia realised with SWIFT.

It is a serious vulnerability.

The government needs to incentivise and promote the development of local applications to facilitate e-commerce and payment gateways, as India has done very well.

Locally developed applications will gain quick traction, spur competition, drive commission rates to become competitive, and keep profits within the country for reinvestment.

The right direction for Thailand to go.

Bala Natarajan
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									Keep it cool

									Of Tropique continues its Japanese calypso and tropical groove with Looking For My Foot Foot
								

									Japanese fusion band of Tropique has released its second studio label, a follow-up to the band's surprising debut Buster Goes West (Electric Cowbell Records). Released in May, the new album Looking For My Foot Foot is on the new Japanese label Pepei Records.
									Buster Goes West was a surprising album because it seemed to many people that it came from nowhere and made musical connections that were, well, surprising.

The band's new album, Looking For My Foot Foot continues a remarkable musical journey that blends tropical pop -- often cumbia -- with elements of lounge and exotica, jazz, rock and funk. The band describes themselves as "a Tokyo-based instrumental band playing twisted funky music with exotic vibes".

The band began as a trio of clarinet, bass and drums, sounding at times like Japan's unique Chindon street music (a peripatetic trio of drum, clarinet and saxophone, which parades advertising written on banners and is often used to open a pachinko parlour).

Teppei Kondo is the clarinet player and uses an "Albert System" instrument which has larger finger holes than a classical clarinet, which allows him to add dashes of cumbia, calypso, New Orleans jazz, klezmer and Balkan beats (sometimes reminding me of the frenetic sound of Ivo Papasov and His Bulgarian Wedding Band).

Daisuke Tanaami adds funk and R&B electric bass, working in tandem with Ryo Fujita's funk drumming.

[image: Keep it cool]

On the new album, the band is joined by 14 guest musicians including members of the hugely popular Tokyo roots band and World Beat favourite Minyo Crusaders, The Cedrics, Les Khmers, Cassette CON-LOS and Exotico De Lago, all from Japan, and US-based musicians Miramar and Chicha Libre's Joshua Camp. (Chicha is the Peruvian version of cumbia.)

Interestingly, Les Khmers play Cambodian-style pop music from the 1960s and are well known in Cambodia.

Pepei Records was recently set up to collaborate with Electric Cowbell Records and develop international tropical pop music -- this new 12-track album is the first major release from the new label.

The album kicks off with a lilting Latin torch song, Tiempo (Time) that features Miramar and Teppo's clarinet. This segues into the funky clarinet-led tune Golden Beauty which features what sounds like Northeast Thai phin-like riffs.

Track 5, Nocky Nock opens with a Link Wray guitar riff, then quickly moves into a surf guitar with lots of quotes from the 60s Beat and a-go-go sounds. This one has a 60s film soundtrack feel to it, but with the twist of a mutant clarinet.

The tune Theme Of Kitaro Okuwa, featuring Samut Nobe and Minori Izumi, is a bass-driven song with lyrics in Japanese and what sounds like Khmer. This one is intriguing and I would like to know more about how this song came about.

The wonderfully named Fishcake And Fortune features duelling guitar and clarinet, cranked up to maximum -- a great dance track. Another great foot-tapper is Gerry In The Desert, featuring Kazuma Koseki, which is a Latin jazz workout that features terrific Latin piano and frenetic clarinet.

The album closes with a soft and lyrical jazz number, Forever Night Shade Mary.

There is so much going on in this inventive and adventurous album that it takes a while to process all the different sounds and textures. At times it reminded me of the pioneering work of Holgar Czukay (from the German rock group Can) and his music.

It would be interesting to get of Tropique's core members to work with Thai musicians to see what a collaboration might produce. The collaboration between Thai musicians on two tracks with the Australian cumbia band Amaru Tribe shows one way to do this -- a blend between molam and cumbia. It worked really well.

For of Tropique, Teppei Kondo hopes that the new album will mark "a vibrant new chapter in contemporary Japanese tropical music". He also has another collaboration to come out, a Tokyo-New York effort with Miwazo of Cicala Mvta last year.

Long-time readers may remember a World Beat column on the Chindon-Balkan-klezmer music by Cicala Mvta many years ago when I reviewed their album Deko Boko. Hopefully, it will be released this year.

The new album is available on digital download, streaming and vinyl.

John Clewley can be contacted at clewley.john@gmail.com.
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									A heroic journey

									Opera Siam's Orfeo Ed Euridice  proved a resounding success
								

									Back in the 18th century, it was the infamous castrati who ruled the theatrical stages of Europe.
									Tall, gangly eunuchs, they had been mutilated during childhood in an attempt to preserve their angelic singing voices. Deprived of testosterone, their voices remained astonishingly high -- a boy's voice in the body of a full-grown adult male.

They were strange, yet compelling performers and became the biggest pop stars of their day.

The castrati were demanding divas, renowned for their powerful high voices and even higher pay cheques. They improvised at will, decorated vocal lines beyond recognition, milked the applause and behaved as though the opera existed as a vehicle for their glorification, often ignoring the composer's musical and dramatic intentions.

In 1762, the renowned German composer and radical reformer Christoph Willibald Gluck wrote a work which would change the direction of opera entirely.

Premiered in Vienna, with Empress Maria Theresa attending, Orfeo Ed Euridice marked the beginning of the end for the castrati. A new age of realism had begun, in which singers became more fully integrated into the drama, paving the way for the dramatic achievements of Mozart, Verdi and Puccini.

[image: Opera Siam]

Recently, at King's International School, Bangkok, Opera Siam presented Thailand's first ever staging of this landmark work. It would be difficult to argue that it is a flawless masterpiece. Apart from one unforgettable aria near the end, much of the score sounds like Mozart, but without that unmistakable spark of genius.

That's not to say this production wasn't impressive, with famed Thai conductor Trisdee Na Patalung directing a masterclass in 18th-century style. The modest orchestral forces created an appealing intimacy, while the chorus added colour to the scenes as Orfeo descended into the Underworld in search of his dead wife, Euridice.

The opera is remarkably concise, lasting little more than 80 minutes. It requires only three principal female singers -- though one portrays the mythological male hero Orfeo. Opera Siam's production was built around the captivating Orfeo of Thai star mezzo-soprano Kridhima Siriwattanakamol, who was born to sing this role.

Like the great American mezzo Marilyn Horne, she negotiates the lower part of her voice without any audible gear change, allowing the vocal line to flow naturally throughout her range. Her interpretation of the famous aria Che Faro Senza Euridice in the final act was all the more moving for its unaffected, instrumental simplicity.

Under the experienced direction of Somtow Sucharitkul, the stylish and fresh production design demonstrated how compelling this opera can be when presented with intelligence and conviction.

[image: A heroic journey]

Wisely, he resisted any attempt to recreate the world of ancient Greece. Instead, the cast appeared in simple contemporary black clothing, with Euridice alone dressed in flowing white.

The opening funeral scene, unmistakably Thai in atmosphere and centred around a large photographic portrait of the deceased, immediately grounded the story in familiar home territory. A single white doorway centre-stage gave the production a strong focal point and was subtly transformed by changing colours, proving just as effective as elaborate scene changes.

Fourteen-year-old soprano Punnika Mahuemuang made an excellent impression as the goddess Amore. She possesses an attractive, easy upper register but also surprisingly strong lower notes, suggesting that musical theatre could also prove a natural home for her talents.

Chanya Maneewan, portraying Euridice as ethereal and otherworldly, possesses a fresh, high soprano which I could easily imagine growing into leading roles such as Violetta or Gilda.

[image: A heroic journey]

The Opera Siam Chorus was on excellent form, relishing its multiple dramatic transformations, particularly effective as the tormented spirits imprisoned in the Underworld.

Their physical commitment allowed them to blend seamlessly with the elegant dancers. One of the evening's highlights was the chorus behind the prison bars of Hell, their bodies writhing as they desperately tried to grasp Orfeo.

The vigorous and rhythmic orchestral playing certainly excited my 10-year-old nephew Hummer. He became so absorbed by the music that he often found himself conducting along from his seat, despite me pointing out that Maestro Trisdee was managing splendidly well without his assistance.

The enthusiastic applause at the final curtain confirmed that visionary artistic director Somtow Sucharitkul and his gifted protege Trisdee Na Patalung are leading opera in Thailand into an exciting new era.
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									The bilingual stage

									Siam Repertory Theatre Company is reviving King Vajiravudh's early 20th century Western masterpiece
								

									To imagine a language is to imagine a vivid form of life, Ludwig Wittgenstein once argued persuasively in his Philosophical Investigations. Whether you agree with him or not, what Wittgenstein observed -- the interrelation between language and life -- has, without a rupture, been one of the most intensive socio-historical and philosophical investigations in modern times.
									Philosophers, socio-cultural theorists and psychologists analyse the relation between the two predominantly for the search of a possible link between language and the construction of thought.

Outside this analytical plane is where our focus lies -- on a practice that is fundamentally non-analytic. There are those who have long interlocked life and language in their day-to-day practice prior to the arrival of Wittgenstein's Investigations; or even The Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus.

I am speaking of the actors here. I will draw particular attention to stage actors as they come closest to the interlinked "life-word".

The term drama is etymologically rooted in the ancient Greek dran, meaning deed, to do, or to act. A word a bit more modern is dra-ma which means to act but, at this point, is evolving towards an intense physical act or play. And the play needed its course of action from the sources of the texts.

The ancients, not only the Greeks but also the Indians and the Chinese, weren't reliant on texts to play as the dran were done mainly out of religious ubiquities. Around the late 500 BC in Athens, written language began superseding this religious tradition and became a bearing torch where the "play" and "life" could interweave into one.

In China and India, although pre-modern shamanic rituals and the sacred Rig Vedas, which were composed mainly of Sanskrit hymns, trace back farther, their processes of theatrical dramaturgy occurred more slowly. Around the 14th century in China and somewhere between 11th to 18th centuries in India.
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Fast forward to late modernity or the time at which we remain gazing with marvel. Language, a generally structured system of communication by which humans apply grammar, vocabulary, sign, or small talk "into the open" to make their listeners understand, has unequivocally changed.

From the latter half of the 18th century to the entire 19th century, a period historians have named the "golden age of the nation states", actors, to whom a concept of nationality was being introduced, mainly spoke a single national language.

But this practice has to be adjusted as the idea of the de rigueur nation state waned or otherwise altered profusely towards the end of the 20th century. Bilingualism gradually became a robust alternative.

By 2024, the United Nations recognised that about half of the global population of 8.2 billion people spoke at least two languages.

Bilingualism has become a necessity out of human-life factors: dual language exposure, migration, relocation, exodus, war, famine, refugeeism, as well as globalisation. Bilingual plays often address or answer to these factors.

For example, Sanaz Toossi's acclaimed piece, English, encapsulates Iranian adults studying to be proficient in English as it would be an asset to qualify them to migrate to work in foreign countries, with the US being a prime example. Their task to study and language progression are to be lucidly interplayed with the shape and reshaping of their identities.

Theatre companies with bilingual and multilingual productions such as the Repertorio Espanol (New York), CHUANG Stage (Boston), Theatraverse (Paris) and Teatro Multilingue (France, Italy, Spain, UK) also draw heavily on identity experiences of local, migrant, plural, transcending (in both lingual and physical), fragmenting, reinventing, renewing, to name only some.

Their plays personify the nuanced flows of culture, advocating the usage of the bi and multi-languages as a bridge, not a border. And regardless of their footing -- local or global -- their works exhibit how language and theatre are integrated into the world's wider diverse communities.
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Siam Repertory Theatre Company

Bangkok joined the bilingual theatrical community early this year. A brainchild of a native of Scotland as well as a long-term expat of Bangkok, Paul Ewing has named his recent creation the Siam Repertory Theatre Company (SRTC).

It is a bilingual theatrical company based in Bangkok but armed with artistic ties to British companies. It has the term Siam as Ewing expresses that the raison d'etre of SRTC are twofold.

The first is to establish an international bilingual repertory company that generates professional actors from Thai soil. The latter is to revive King Vajiravudh's theatrical and creative oeuvres. King Vajiravudh or Rama VI was the artistic king of Siam.

Although he prolifically penned over 50 original plays, many of them did not receive sufficient examination. Only a handful of Vajiravudh's plays were performed to the public.

When we met at a sunlit cafe in central Bangkok, Ewing further elaborated the purpose of launching SRTC to me in a cheerful and polite demeanour. He said he had envisioned a bilingual platform at which recent Thai drama graduates or actors in their early developmental phases can widen their horizon, get skilfully mentored and confidently expand their potential in a supportive environment.

With years of British theatrical experience of national and cross-cultural touring and acting with the Riding Lights Theatre Company, the Young Vic, and the Royal Shakespeare Company, as well as of television producing and presenting with the BBC, Ewing seems well-suited as the first mentor of blooming actors arriving to his company.

Visiting professionals from the UK are also expected to be coaching in acting, workshops, co-productions and writing for SRTC's members.

When asked how SRTC would identify the type of its actors, Ewing answered that SRTC's overall intention is to preserve Thai heritage and identity, but true to its principle of bilingualism, the company will be Thai-rooted yet internationally open when it comes to auditions.

However, when I thoroughly probe into SRTC's meaning of identity, Ewing replies aptly that: "Thai identity may be inherited, lived, learned, or consciously chosen. It may be historical, contemporary, hybrid, or newly forming. One of SRTC's central interests is to explore how Thai identity continues to be shaped through language, movement, history, and international exchange."

Thus, the definition of an actor joining SRTC is as bold: a Thai national, dual national, long-term resident, migrant, one with mixed heritage, and the list goes on. The requirement that applies to all must be their ability to act professionally in English and exchange adequately in Thai when performing in Thai plays.

The Dramatist King

The SRTC aims to shed light on King Vajiravudh's role of being a pivot in his own right. Born in Bangkok in 1881, Prince Vajiravudh became the heir of King Chulalongkorn the Great in 1895 when his half-brother Crown Prince Vajirunhis died.

Prince Vajiravudh was subsequently sent to be educated at the Royal Military College, Sandhurst, and later went up to Christ Church, Oxford, in 1899, to study law and history. The young Prince fully immersed himself into British (and French) theatrical life, arts and culture. He began writing Western-style plays that held a dialogue of spoken words during his student days at Oxford.

Prior to this, the Siamese theatre at court was traditionally dominated by silent dancers with elaborate head gear and dresses and classical dance drama with all-female cast.

Later, King Vajiravudh's writing oeuvre, expanding to over 50 plays and more than 100 Western play translations and adaptations, revolutionised Siamese theatre as he not only introduced lakon phut (dialogue dramas), but also blended them with local Thai textual writings. Most of the king's plays were truly Westernised in a Greek Catharsis genre: plot, character, and moral reading.

Chulalongkorn University, the National Library, the National Archives of Thailand, the Fine Arts Department of Thailand and Siam Society keep a large collection of King Vajiravudh's writings.

Chulalongkorn University has a voluminous digitised archives but it is rightly understood that some of King Vajiravudh's English writings were not all obtained as they were handwritten abroad and may be in private possession.

His dialogue notes, short-verse diaries and travel memoirs, for instance, remain at his alma mater, Christ Church in Oxford. I read them during my student days there.

The King's Command

In Oxford, then Prince Vajiravudh wrote this play through the pseudonym of Carlton H. Terris. The King's Command was finished, produced and rehearsed in 1902 at Westbury Court in Gloucester, an idyllic estate belonging to Maynard Willoughby Colchester-Wemyss.

The then 21-year-old Prince directed the play whereas his Siamese and British friends assumed the cast. He also took the role of Francois, Duc de Morbihan, a man forced by a royal decree to wed a lady whilst he was de-facto in love with another woman.

Despite its amateur nature, the show at Westbury Court was well received by visitors and local audiences. The production proceeded to Town Hall in Cheltenham, also in Gloucestershire, to have its public premiere. Since 1990, the Gloucestershire County Records Office has been holding the archival pictures of the original cast of The King's Command.

The SRTC will premiere The King's Command in Bangkok on July 17 at 7pm at the National Theatre of Thailand in Phra Nakhon. After the premiere, there are two more performances at the Sri Ayudhya Auditorium at the National Library on July 19 at 2pm and 4pm. Contact the Rama VI Foundation at the National Library of Thailand at 02-280-9828.
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									Young artists bring passion in new performance series

									
								

									The Royal Bangkok Symphony Music School (RBSS) is steadily expanding its contribution to Bangkok's cultural life. Beyond nurturing the next generation of musicians, it has created Sounds On Wireless, a music performance series that brings together performance, education and audience engagement in equal measure.
									Each programme is carefully conceived not merely as a recital but as an exploration of musical ideas and historical context.

The latest concert, "Love Triangle", was a compelling example, tracing the remarkable artistic relationships between Robert Schumann, Clara Schumann and Johannes Brahms through the performances of three outstanding young Thai musicians from the Tianjin Juilliard School.

Pianist Panyakorn Lertnimitphan, violinist Thanatat Sriaranyakul and horn player Thanachock Udompat proved themselves to be musicians of remarkable technical accomplishment and artistic maturity, joined later by guest pianist Nuttawut Pipithsuksunt.

Although still at the beginning of their professional careers, all four performers displayed confidence, sensitivity and a genuine understanding of the repertoire.

The first half explored the music of Robert and Clara Schumann, revealing two distinctive yet complementary musical voices. Robert Schumann's Adagio And Allegro, Op.70 opened the programme with warmth and nobility.

Horn player Thanachock Udompat produced an expansive, beautifully centred tone in the Adagio, allowing Schumann's lyrical writing to unfold with natural elegance. In the Allegro, crisp articulation, rhythmic vitality and confident virtuosity brought exhilarating energy to the performance.

Clara Schumann's Three Romances, Op.22 provided a contrasting intimacy. Violinist Thanatat Sriaranyakul drew a warm, singing tone from his instrument, combining a rich lower register with a clear, luminous upper register. His refined phrasing beautifully conveyed the emotional subtlety of Clara's music.

Throughout the first half, pianist Panyakorn Lertnimitphan emerged not merely as an accompanist but as an equal collaborator, his nuanced playing and keen musical instincts enriching every phrase and giving the performances remarkable cohesion.

Before intermission, the performers shared their experiences of studying at the Tianjin Juilliard School in a lively conversation. They discussed preparing for admission, the school's demanding curriculum, outstanding facilities, opportunities to learn from multiple teachers and student life in Tianjin, conveniently located near Beijing.

Audience participation made the session both informative and engaging, adding a valuable educational dimension to the afternoon's programme. The discussion could perhaps have benefited from a slightly tighter pace, but the wealth of first-hand insights more than rewarded the audience's attention.
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The second half featured pianist Nuttawut Pipithsuksunt in two contrasting solo works by Ginastera and Chopin. He moved effortlessly between Ginastera's rhythmic brilliance in Suite De Danzas Criollas, Op.15 and Chopin's famous aristocratic elegance in Polonaise In A Major, Op.53, revealing both versatility and nationalistic musical imagination.

The concert concluded with a compelling account of Brahms' Horn Trio In E-flat Major, Op.40. The ensemble captured the work's remarkable emotional breadth -- from the quiet grief and profound introspection of the Adagio mesto, through the exuberant energy of the Scherzo, to a radiant and exhilarating Finale. Their sensitive musicianship, beautifully balanced ensemble and expressive unity brought this magnificent work to an outstanding conclusion.

More than a concert series, Sounds On Wireless is gradually evolving into a laboratory -- where music, ideas and conversation meet. By bringing together distinguished scholars, emerging musicians, students and members of the wider community, including young players from the Immanuel Orchestra of Klong Toey, the series fosters meaningful connections through music.

It is an initiative that not only presents fine performances but also builds audiences, encourages dialogue and strengthens the cultural fabric of the community. In doing so, Sounds On Wireless is quietly redefining what a chamber music series can be -- not merely a concert, but a catalyst for learning, artistic exploration and community connection.
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									The cost of being invisible

									Bureaucratic delays and rigid documentation requirements for child welfare payouts are leaving families vulnerable
								

									One morning in mid-May, Lek Thongsuk unfolded the plastic bag where she keeps all the family's money and counted 524 baht. She knew, without much calculation, that it would last a day, maybe two. Her son was out driving a city garbage truck, the family's primary source of income.
									When her son is working, the 60-year-old grandmother acts as the head of the household for the seven left at home. Her daughter-in-law, who lost the ability to walk after suffering a stroke nearly three years ago, is able to sit up and gesture for water or food, but unable to rise.

Five grandchildren, ranging from a teenager to a toddler not yet three, depend on Lek for every meal. "The money is never enough," she says.

The family of eight rents a one-storey house in On Nut, surviving on her son's 12,000 baht monthly salary and whatever they earn sorting the recyclable cans and bottles he brings home -- up to 4,000 baht in a good week. It is never enough.

"If we get 1,200 baht, I'll buy rice, instant noodles and canned fish so we have food at home for the days we can't afford fresh food," says Nantiya Thongsuk, the 13-year-old second daughter. Her responsibility is managing the shopping for dinner.

That 1,200 baht should be available to the family, at least in principle. Of the five children, the two eldest are teenagers already in school. The three youngest are aged seven, five and nearly three, but only two of the youngest children are eligible for Thailand's Child Support Grant.

The grant provides 600 baht per child per month for disadvantaged families with children under six. Of the three younger children, the seven-year-old has just aged out of the programme without ever receiving a single payment -- her window closed before they had the opportunity to open it.

The two youngest can still be enrolled but they haven't because no one in the family has had the time to apply.

Registering for welfare turns out to be yet another challenge for those who need it most. The Thongsuk family is far from alone -- across Thailand, some of the poorest households remain unseen by a system meant to support them from the very start.

The obstacle is not ignorance. The family knows about the grant. The obstacle is time, paperwork and a verification system that was designed to confirm poverty but which, in practice, penalises the people it was meant to protect.
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Her son understands the process well enough to navigate it. But taking a day off to do so costs more than they can spare and his schedule barely allows for rest, let alone bureaucratic errands.

Kankamol Sincharoen, Social Policy Specialist at Unicef Thailand, hears stories like this often.

"These families are already struggling," she says. "They should not have to prove their poverty."

While around 2.1 million children were receiving Thailand's Child Support Grant as of May, Unicef estimates that 34% of eligible children remain excluded from the programme. For many families living on the edge, that can mean missing out on much needed support during the earliest and most critical years of a child's life.

To qualify, each household member must earn less than 100,000 baht annually. Salaried workers can use payslips as proof, but most families who need the grant work in the informal sector and lack official income documents. They must instead obtain a signed endorsement from a community leader or local official confirming they are poor.

In cities, this often creates a particular trap.

Wasinee Sangsuy is a teacher at an early childhood development centre in On Nut who has spent a decade helping disadvantaged families in Bangkok access social welfare. She has seen the trap up close. Many of the parents she works with are recent arrivals in the community who have moved for work and know almost no one.
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"Certainly not a community leader," she says. "Without a trusted contact who can sign the form, the whole application stalls."

The delays can stretch far beyond what any family should have to endure. Wasinee recalls one family that needed nine months to get their documents ready. Another waited 20 months because of a clerical error that caused their application to vanish into the system.

When the mistake was eventually found, the family received all the backdated payments in a lump sum. For families who manage their finances well, the grant can mean even more -- some families Wasinee has worked with set parts of the money aside, building a small education fund for when their child starts school.

She considers the Thongsuk family a particularly painful case. The father works for a government agency. In a better-functioning system, he might have been among the first identified as eligible.

"This family should not have to prove they are poor, because they genuinely are," Wasinee says.

Kankamol points to a structural flaw at the root of the system's problems. Because Thailand lacks comprehensive income data, means-testing the grant forces families to produce documentation that informal workers don't possess, then wait an average of six months after submitting before any money arrives.

Unicef proposes policy reforms to address these problems.
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Option one: rather than requiring poor families to prove their poverty, flip the burden -- screen out the wealthy and let everyone else receive the grant.

Option two: integrate all child benefits into a single tiered system with full coverage -- higher amounts for families in informal sector and lower amounts for those who already receive child allowance from the social security fund.

"Because fewer children are being born, investing in each one matters even more," Kankamol says. With Thailand's birth rate continuing to fall, quality human capital built from the earliest months of life is what will sustain the country's future.

Back in On Nut, Nantiya helps with household chores, sorts recyclables and saves a few baht from her school allowance to top up mobile data so she can reach her father when he is away. She hopes to finish school and go on to university even if it means taking on a part-time job to help pay her way through. Yet she speaks about the future with remarkable practicality.

"I don't dream of anything," she says, her face still, gaze steady and unreadable. "I just live with reality every day."
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									Rejecting the cage

									Singer-songwriter MAMIO opens up about why true authenticity means breaking free from both musical and queer labels
								

									For visual learners, concepts have always been easier to understand when one could picture them as something else.
									For some, even months have colours. January can be bright blue, July pink and October orange, for instance. Maybe it has something to do with the feeling of each season, or maybe it is simply a way of making something abstract feel more real.

Sexuality has always worked the same way for many. Different kinds of love feel like different genres, not because they can be neatly categorised, but because they carry different textures, emotions and rhythms.

Some are soft, some loud and some difficult to name. Like music, sexuality can shift over time. It can borrow from different influences, resist labels and still feel completely honest.

That's also how Sutipat Sutiwanit, also known as MAMIO, conceptualises it.

Known for songs such as The End and her latest release Soulmate, Sutipat is a Thai singer-songwriter known for her striking voice and poetically intimate lyricism. Across a diverse discography, she weaves deeply personal narratives into an ever-evolving soundscape.

As an artist, her sound has moved through many phases and as a person, her understanding of herself has moved too. Her music and sexuality do not feel like two separate stories, but seem to grow from the same place: a desire to search, question and become more honest with herself.

When asked if she sees gender as something fluid and constantly evolving, much like the artistic process, her answer immediately connected the two.

"I believe it is the same," she said. "Both begin as questions, finding their shape through the act of searching."

That sentence became the centre of our conversation. For Sutipat, gender was not something she understood from the beginning. As a child, she did not think much about being a girl or a boy. She simply liked what she liked.

School made gender visible. In Thai, even the way a person refers to themselves can become gendered. When she had to use ka, she realised how others expected her to identify.

"Sutipat is here ka," she recalled. That was the moment she understood people saw her as a girl.
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In secondary school, she began hearing the word tom, a Thai term often used for masculine-presenting women who like women. She cut her hair short, wore chest binders, flirted with girls and began using that label for herself.

But even that label came with rules.

"Because I like girls, I have to act like a boy?" she asked. "Society has made it feel that way."

Sutipat's experience connects strongly to the theory of "doing gender", introduced by sociologists Candace West and Don Zimmerman. The theory suggests that gender is not only something we are, but something we repeatedly perform through everyday behaviour.

We "do" gender through the way we speak, dress, move and respond to social expectations. More importantly, people are judged when they do not perform gender in the way society expects.

"Once I grew up, I started seeing that liking girls shouldn't confine us to becoming a boy," she said. "Just because you like girls, you don't necessarily have to be or become a boy."

That realisation was important. It allowed her to separate desire from performance. Liking girls did not mean she had to erase her femininity. Presenting masculinity did not mean she had to deny her softness. Being quiet or having a deadpan face did not mean she was dangerous or emotionally cold.

"I can still be a girl," she said. "I can still have a lot of emotions, be vulnerable. I have evolved."

Her answer made gender feel less like a destination and more like a negotiation. Sutipat was not simply trying to find the "correct" label. She was trying to understand which parts of those labels helped her and which parts trapped her.

When I asked what parts of gender felt liberating and what parts felt limiting, she was direct.

"I feel like all aspects of gender have always been limiting for me," she said. "Whenever we choose to identify with a certain gender, I have to be the societal construct of that gender."

For her, each category already comes with expectations. If she chooses to be seen as a girl, she is expected to be proper and poised. If she speaks too much, people may judge her. If she is seen as tom, she is expected to be masculine in a specific way. The problem is not only the label itself, but the performance attached to it.

That is why music becomes such a useful comparison. Music allows Sutipat to be many things at once.

"I don't feel good when I have to identify which genre I am an artist in," she said. "I can't answer. I like so many musical styles and I mix so many of them. The answer is so similar to when I answer about my sexuality. If I had to answer which sexuality I am, I wouldn't be able to answer that."

When Sutipat became MAMIO as a solo artist, she used that space to experiment with sounds she had never tried before: trip-hop, techno, alternative and eventually a return to folk. She described it almost like a full circle -- moving forward so much that she returned to an earlier version of herself.

That return feels important. Growth is not always about leaving the past behind. Sometimes it means returning to it with more self-knowledge.

Still, Sutipat is honest that not every part of being an artist has felt authentic. There was a period when her work felt disconnected from her identity. She knew she was doing it for money and trying to please others while finding a middle ground where she could still like the work.

"At that moment, I decided to trade my identity to work in the pursuit of money," she said.

This statement removes the romantic idea that artists are always free. The music industry may celebrate authenticity, but it also asks artists to be marketable. For queer artists, that pressure can become even more complicated. They may be praised for representation, but also reduced by it.

Sutipat said that when people call her a "queer artist", it can feel limiting.

"It does make me feel reduced," she said. "Because labelling someone by their sexuality seems like such a bordered wall to me."

"People who listen to music don't think about gender," she said. "They listen to admire the music." But the industry often does think in labels. Once an artist is framed as queer, Sutipat worries that people may assume they are harder to sell, less relatable, or less commercially powerful than male artists. In that sense, gender is not only something individuals perform. The industry performs gender too, through the artists it chooses to push, package and believe in.

Sutipat's story is not about choosing one final label, genre or gender expression. It is about questioning why those categories feel so necessary in the first place. It is about learning that liking girls does not require performing masculinity. It is about realising that softness can exist inside a masculine appearance and it is about making music that does not need to fit one genre in order to be real.

Like her sound, Sutipat's identity is layered, changing and difficult to contain. And maybe that is the clearest way to understand her: not as someone without definition, but as someone who refuses to let definition become a cage.
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									Guru's Weekly Buzz: July 10-16

									So many things to enjoy, so little time
								

									Guru By Bangkok Post's weekly pick of the most exciting products, activities, food and travel to indulge in.
									JOIN

Opening pop-up / Canopy Bangkok Sukhumvit x Emsphere / July 10-11

Join Canopy Bangkok Sukhumvit at Emsphere for two days of activities inspired by the rhythm of modern Bangkok, where movement meets moments of pause. Get moving with pickle ball, dance, circuits, all with a chance to win exclusive prizes and surprises. Sip, savour and unwind with a taste of Canopy on July 10-11
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Margarita month / Patron / Until July 31 

Patron invites Bangkok to embark on a month-long margarita journey with the launch of "Margarita Your Way", a campaign celebrating individuality, creativity and one of the world's most iconic cocktails. Running until July 31, the campaign transforms "Margarita Month" into a city-wide celebration of flavour, discovery and self-expression. "Margarita Your Way" brings immersive experiences, creative cocktail serves and collaborations with some of Bangkok's bars, restaurants, hotels and lifestyle destinations. The "Margarita Your Way Pop-Up" at Siam Paragon's M Floor is where visitors can explore different Patron margarita styles and discover which one best matches their character. The experience revolves around four distinct personalities -- Classic, Fruity, Spicy and Cool -- each representing a different attitude, flavour profile and way of enjoying the world's favourite tequila cocktail. A series of Friday Guest Shifts at the Margarita Your Way Pop-Up will see bartenders will take over the space to present their own interpretation of the margarita. To officially celebrate Margarita Month, Patron will host a special launch party on July 10, featuring DJ performances, entertainment, signature cocktails and interactive experiences. Participating venues include Rabbit Hole, AEther, Crimson Room, Mutual Bar, OFTR, 1575 Huas, Modernday, Club Salva, Naam 1668, Obsession, You Know Where, Joe's Whisper, Smalls, Chupa, Margarita Bar, The Shed, Seen Space, Sing Sing Theater (Iron Balls & Gigi), ThreeSixty at Millennium Hilton Bangkok, Moxy Bangkok, Sheraton Grande Sukhumvit, Vaso, Raynue, Scarlett Bangkok, The St. Regis Bangkok, Firefly, Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen's Park, Anantara Siam Bangkok Hotel and Pastel Rooftop Bar.
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Stay red / Campari x Asia's 50 Best Bars / July 26-28

As the best bartenders descend on the region for Asia's 50 Best Bars 2026, Campari is marking the occasion with a week of events spanning Hong Kong and the awards' home at Wynn Palace in Macau. With the ceremony taking place on July 28, the programme brings together Campari Red Hands champions, regional headline talent and some of Asia's most celebrated bars for a run of guest shifts, showcases and one late-night finale. Campari will also host a booth at the official awards ceremony on July 28 at the Grand Theatre within Wynn Palace, where the region's best bars will be revealed and the Campari One To Watch Award, recognising a bar with the potential to break into a future top 50 ranking, will be presented. Campari kicks off with a showcase at Mius, Hong Kong, on July 26 with a line-up of champions from Campari Red Hands alongside regional talents for an afternoon of world-class technique and storytelling. Guest bartenders include Cris Song of  Pony Up, Shanghai; Hiroyuki Yamada of Bee's Knees, Kyoto;  Tanat "Kem" Suttirak of Cherry Olive Cocktail Club, Bangkok; and Uno Jang, creative director of Jigger & Pony Group. On July 29, Campari will host a "Vietnam Takeover Guest Shift" at Cassio Social Club. Leading the shift is Lam Duc Anh aka Leo and Hoai Bao of Stir in Ho Chi Minh City; 
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Culinary collab / Sheraton Grande Sukhumvit / July 19

Sheraton Grande Sukhumvit will host its Champagne Sunday Jazzy Brunch on July 19 and July 26 at The Living Room, Rossini's and basil. On July 19, Thai restaurant, basil, joins forces with Samsen Villa to present a journey through Thailand's four regional cuisines: Central, Lanna, Isan and Southern. Complementing the Thai showcase is the brunch's full international repertoire: Australian 120-day prime rib beef, Half lobster Thermidor, Fine de Claire oysters, Alaska king crab legs, live sushi by a Japanese chef, Peking duck, a live pasta station, an Around-the-world cheese trolley and the Rossini show kitchen. On July 26, the theme is "Surf & Turf: Waves & Flames" and guests can expect Mediterranean herb-marinated lamb with grilled octopus, Korean beef bulgogi with seared ahi tuna teriyaki, the iconic "Reef & Beef" Burger, and Lobster Thermidor.
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Pairing playground / GranMonte Vineyard and Winery x Kwann / July 17

GranMonte Vineyard and Winery is partnering with live-fire restaurant Kwann to present "GranMonte's Pairing Playground 2026", an immersive one-night culinary experience celebrating Thai cuisine, Thai wine and the country's leading sommeliers. The event also marks the first collaborative showcase of "Wine Puen" ("Friend's Wine"), GranMonte's curated selection of international wines. Taking place on July 17, Pairing Playground transforms dinner into an interactive exploration of flavour, inviting guests to discover how different wines can completely reshape the dining experience. Rather than a traditional wine pairing dinner, Pairing Playground places Thailand's sommeliers will interpret chef Piyapong "Bom" Ming-ngam's modern Thai cuisine through their own pairing philosophy.
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Biryani brunch / Rangoon Tea House x Jhol / July 19

Rangoon Tea House launches its new "Biryani Brunch" series with a first collaboration with Jhol. Chef Honey Rae Zenang welcomes chef Spandan Majumder to celebrate the rich culinary traditions of Myanmar and India through two distinctive biryanis, generous shared plates and vibrant family-style dining. The menu brings together Rangoon Tea House and Jhol's respective culinary identities through small plates, biryani, condiments and dessert. Guests can look forward to playful dishes such as Burma Bhel with puffed rice, pomelo and tamarind chutney and Muska Bun with potato brioche, tea leaf butter and pav bhaji butter; among others. The biryani selection includes RTH Chicken Biryani alongside Jhol's Andhra Biryani. 

[image: ]

Meat, heat and salt / Sindhorn Kempinski Hotel Bangkok x Carne Diem Grill / July 15-18

Sindhorn Kempinski Hotel Bangkok will host Carne Diem Grill by Sri Lankan chef and restaurateur Dharshan Munidasa, for an exclusive four-night culinary residency at Botanica. Designed for unhurried dining in a relaxed, open-air veranda setting overlooking the lush Chevaa Garden and bathed in natural light, Botanica provides the perfect backdrop for the dining experience from July 15-18. Carne Diem Grill has reimagined the classic steakhouse through its philosophy of "Meat. Heat. Salt". Rather than relying on elaborate seasonings, the concept celebrates the natural flavour of exceptional ingredients, elevated through masterful grilling and the elemental power of fire. At the heart of the experience is Ignis Maximus, chef Munidasa's bespoke charcoal grill inspired by traditional Japanese yakitori craftsmanship. An eight-course sharing menu for two, combining Carne Diem Grill's signature fire-cooked creations with Botanica's contemporary culinary style awaits. 
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Rooftop collabs / Moxy Bangkok Ratchaprasong / July to September

Moxy Bangkok Ratchaprasong will host a three-month collaboration series at Sato San Rooftop Bar). Running from July to September, the limited-time programme brings together acclaimed chefs, mixologists and lifestyle partners. The series kicks off with a collaboration between Sato San Rooftop Bar, led by chef Gawinwiz Peerasaksophon, and Kissuisen at Bangkok Marriott Hotel The Surawongse, led by head chef Yuichi Mitsui. Throughout the month, guests can savour exclusive Japanese-inspired dishes paired with four limited-edition signature cocktails, collaboratively crafted by mixologists from both venues. The collaboration culminates in two special "Four Hands" events, on July 30, before the Sato San team heads to Kissuisen for a special guest takeover on July 31. August will see a collaboration with Takumi Restaurant, led by chef Nintra Suwannakam, at Jubilee Prestige Hotel Ratchadapisek. The series concludes in September with a limited-time culinary collaboration featuring chef Atsushi Yoshida, Japanese head chef at JW Marriott Hotel Bangkok and the chef overseeing the culinary operations at Chisana Nami, Erawan Bangkok. 
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Coffee mania / Robinson Lifestyle Banchang / July 10-13

Rayong's ultimate coffee fest is here! Robinson Lifestyle Banchang invites lifestyle and food enthusiasts to "Coffee Mania" being hosted from July 10-13.  The event brings together Rayong's trendiest cafes, top-tier roasters and hidden gems all under one roof. Event highlights include Boom Beans Roaster & Jakae, who will bring premium specialty beans from local and international estates, crafted into diverse signature cups; The Sugar Shack, A must-visit for matcha lovers, offering rich, authentic, and aromatic green tea creations; Dancing In Stomach, an artisanal homemade gelato featuring classic flavours and exotic, innovative fruit pairings; and U Cup Coffee, Soulciety coffee, Rawan cafe & FMHD, which are trendy local hotspots serving up creative drinks and photogenic vibes.
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Dinner and dialogue / Aksorn / July 14

Chef David Thompson's Aksorn will host an immersive evening of culture, history and fine dining on July 14. The event features a panel discussion on reviving a long-forgotten piece of Thai theatrical history with Paul Ewing of the Siam Repertory Theatre Company, Reuben Grove and Robert Goodale. The trio will share insights into their upcoming production of The King's Command, a 125-year-old royal play written in 1901 by His Majesty King Vajiravudh (King Rama VI). Originally penned as a one-act comedy under a pseudonym while the young King was living in England, this world-class production marks the first time the play will be professionally staged for the public in over a century. Guests will be served an array of curated canapes followed by a multi-course dinner menu featuring the historic recipes of Mom Luang Prin.

[image: ]

Wellness conference / Angsana Laguna Phuket / Sept 2

Being 2026, Southeast Asia's only dedicated B2B wellness conference, returns to Angsana Laguna Phuket for its second edition on Sept 2, bringing together the operators, investors and entrepreneurs who are spearheading the growth of the wellness economy. Being 2026 is a full-day, free-to-enter forum for travel, hospitality and wellness professionals. The format is based on interactive sessions, conversations, workshops and debates designed to engage the audience and stimulate fresh ideas. The Wellness Exchange will see 27 B2B exhibitors showcase their products and services. The Being Table: Open Connections is a roundtable networking event that will put the right people in the same conversation.



EAT
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Afternoon tea / Shangri-La Bangkok

Unwind in refined riverside elegance with the Afternoon Treat Set, a charming celebration of sweet or savoury delights at Lobby Lounge. Begin with a signature hot or iced beverage, complemented by freshly-baked scones and madeleines served with clotted cream and rose-scented strawberry preserve. Refresh with lemon sherbet, then select a main course from an enticing array of handcrafted cakes from the display or gourmet sandwiches.

[image: ]

Summer truffles / Akira Back Bangkok / Until Aug 31

Akira Back Bangkok at Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen's Park has launched "The Taste Of Summer Truffles" imported from the French Alps and Italy. Featuring with a choice of four rare delicacies, the seasonal ingredient can be enjoyed in AB Truffle Mushroom Pizza, Seared Hokkaido Scallop, Kagoshima A5 Ribeye and Black Truffle Macaron. The promotion is available until Aug 31.

[image: ]

Seasonal offerings / Roukh Kiri Khaoyai / Until July 31

Available until July 31, discover Roukh Cuisine's "Special Of The Month", where authentic flavours are elevated through contemporary culinary craftsmanship. Nestled amidst the serene beauty of Khao Yai, Roukh Cuisine offers a sophisticated dining experience that harmoniously blends nature, seasonal ingredients and exceptional gastronomy. This month's highlights include Grilled prawns with fresh herbs from Roukh Kiri's organic garden and Choux with mango ice cream.  

[image: ]

Personalised brunch / Innside by Melia Bangkok Sukhumvit 

Innside by Melia Bangkok Sukhumvit has launched "Brunch Your Way", a new experience encouraging diners to mix and match savoury and sweet treats with creative beverages. The new menu, at the weekends at The Kites Eatery, is inspired by the hotel's "work meets play" philosophy and caters to everything from casual business meetings and weekend catchups to solo dining sessions. Highlights include the Innside All Day Breakfast, featuring two eggs cooked to your liking, chicken sausage, smoked ham, bacon and potatoes, and the Innside Egg Benedict, comprised of poached eggs, Serrano ham, smoked salmon and Asian hollandaise sauce on an English muffin. Smashed avocado on sourdough, topped with tomato salsa, cherry tomato, pumpkin seeds and a poached egg, is also on offer, as is the Prawn and crab bao with dill mayo and Japanese cucumber. For those with a sweet tooth, fluffy pancake stacks served with mixed berries and maple syrup sit alongside classic French toast topped with banana, Chantilly cream, maple syrup and icing sugar. Meals are paired with freshly pressed ginger, fresh orange juice or chilled young coconut. Signature drinks include "Spice & Shine", "Espresso Spritz" and "Matcha Colada". The house-made cold brew is made from Arabica Catuai beans.



STAY
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New room / Four Points by Sheraton Phuket Patong Beach Resort

Four Points by Sheraton Phuket Patong Beach Resort unveils a Superior Triple Room, featuring three beds. The Superior Triple Room combines contemporary interiors, modern amenities and flexible bedding options. Guests can unwind in contemporary surroundings with the choice of one double bed or two queen beds, complemented by a comfortable sofa bed that makes sharing a room effortless.
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Rooftop sound healing / Melia Pattaya Hotel

A new sound healing experience suspended high above Pattaya's shoreline is beckoning guests to calm their nervous systems and encourage mindfulness. Conducted at the Melia Pattaya Hotel's Yitong Sky Bar, the new "Sound Healing Retreat" combines therapeutic sound frequencies with guided relaxation techniques. The sessions harness singing bowls, crystal bowls, gongs and other instruments. The "Yoga With Sound Bath" held at sunrise combines a 45-minute yoga class with a 20-minute sound healing journey. The hotel's regular morning yoga and Pilates classes offer guests gentler movement-based wellness experiences at Yitong Sky Bar, while Yhi Spa blends Asian healing traditions with contemporary wellbeing therapies. 



STUFF
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New cooler / Yeti

Yeti, the outdoor lifestyle brand, has launched the Roadie 8 Hard Cooler in the Thai market. Designed to deliver Yeti's renowned cooling performance in its most compact hard cooler yet, Roadie 8 seamlessly combines portability, durability and premium functionality, making it the ideal companion for everyday adventures and outdoor pursuits. Despite its compact size, Roadie 8 is equipped with Yeti's signature technologies, including:Permafrost Insulation for superior ice retention; Cold Lock Gasket, a freezer-quality seal that minimises temperature loss; Rock solid strength; quick latch; and small haul handle. Roadie 8 also features anchor point tie down slots, enabling users to securely fasten the cooler to trucks, ATVs, boats, golf carts and other vehicles.

[image: ]

New watch / Richard Mille

Richard Mille has always shared a special bond with the world of cycling, an affinity fuelled as much by admiration for its athletes as by fascination with a mechanical universe in which each component and every single gramme can determine performance. Richard Mille's immersion in the world of cycling reaches its apogee with the launch of the RM 64-01 Tourbillon Colnago. The Colnago x Richard Mille collaboration yielded the RM 64-01 Tourbillon Colnago, an ultra-exclusive timepiece. Limited to just 50 pieces worldwide, the watch features a skeletonised movement mimicking a bike frame and is crafted from lightweight Azure Blue and White Quartz TPT. 

[image: ]

New music creative / Illimnt

Newly minted, artist-centric global creative company Illimnt launches as a creative hub that bridges music, culture, visual arts, fashion, original content and brand partnerships. Kicking off activities with global superstar and company co-founder Ten, a Thai artist best known as a member of WayV, NCT, and SuperM, the slate of his upcoming projects for the year will include releases across Korea, Thailand, China, the US and other international markets. Illimnt plans to use its artist-first production model and extensive global network to launch impactful projects that make a mark not just in the music industry, but in culture at large.



STAY
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Thai resident rates / Aman Nai Lert Bangkok / Until Sept 30

Aman Nai Lert Bangkok is offering Thailand residents special rates. Each stay unfolds in a 94m2 Deluxe Suite, where expansive interiors, considered design and intuitive service create an atmosphere of quiet ease. Days may be spent enjoying Italian dining at Arva, embarking on a restorative journey at Aman Spa, or simply embracing the art of doing nothing. The special room rate includes daily breakfast for two at Arva or in the privacy of the suite, a sizeable hotel credit to enjoy dining and Aman Spa experiences and complimentary in-suite refreshments, including the minibar. Available for stays until Sept 30.
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G THAI

Thai Airways Flight Cancellation Announcement
Bangkok - Shanghai and Bangkok — Taipei
Due to Typhoon “Bavi”

] 11 July 2026
Bangkok — Shanghai

Bangkok — Shanghai 564 4 16

Shanghai - Bangkok

Bangkok - Taipei

Bangkok - Taipei ; 2 2

12 July 2026
Taipei - Bangkok

Taipei — Bangkok
Note: All times are local.

Passengers are advised to check the latest flight updates via
THAI Mobile application or contact THAI Contact Center at +66 2 356 1111 (available 24 hours)
or THAI Overseas Contact Center (China) at +852 2 495 1115
and THAI Overseas Contact Center (Taiwan) Tns +886 2 7753 7973
for further information and assistance.
We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause.
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oNEW i 10500 i 30.43% o PF 0.04 :-22.00%
o FNS : 0.70 : 22.81% o FANCY 0.24 :-20.00%
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