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'A Slow-Rolling Disaster': Inside the Implosion of the Platner Campaign

Graham Platner's bid for the Senate inspired progressive Democrats. But the campaign, which he suspended Wednesday, was messy, disorganized and ultimately doomed by a steady drip of scandal.




By Lisa Lerer, Katie Glueck and Michael Kruse
The reporters spoke to more than 30 people for this article, including current and former campaign advisers, Democratic officials and others familiar with Graham Platner and his run for office.


Jul 09, 2026 at 09:39 a.m.

They told him that he was "the guy."

Last July, in a small town in coastal Maine, a couple of progressive, self-styled recruiters of economic populists showed up at the blue-shingled house of Graham Platner, a little-known oyster farmer and Marine veteran who lived largely off government benefits.

They knew his name from local labor organizers and activists, and they had watched a video on the internet of him talking about oysters. Struck by his left-leaning ideology, his working-class affect and his gravelly voice, they became convinced that he could win a Senate seat in Maine -- and quickly persuaded Mr. Platner of the same.

The initial headhunters, Dan Moraff and Leanne Fan, and then a third out-of-state operative they called up to Maine -- Morris Katz -- told Mr. Platner he was "the one," a "hero of the movement," "a historical figure" who could be "leading a revolution," according to half a dozen people with knowledge of their conversations.

But a clutch of people who cared about Mr. Platner were telling him something else. They worried about his mental health, amid his ongoing efforts to heal from post-traumatic stress disorder after tours in Iraq and Afghanistan. They feared this trio of out-of-state operatives was a dangerous combination of inexperienced and overconfident. The worst-case scenario, they thought, wasn't running for Senate and losing -- it was destroying the life he worked hard to build.

Until recently, Mr. Platner had seemed to prove the worriers wrong. His campaign was pumping out viral videos and broadcasting scenes from crowded town halls. He easily pushed a sitting governor out of the Democratic primary as voters embraced his message of economic populism and overlooked his checkered past. Progressives across the country heralded him as a new left-wing hero and saw him as their best opportunity to defeat Senator Susan Collins, a Republican, in a race that could decide control of the Senate.

The Platner campaign embraced a message of economic populism. Progressives across the country heralded him as a new left-wing hero. Ryan David Brown for The New York Times


But behind the scenes, his campaign was messy, disorganized and haphazardly run. Mr. Platner did not disclose explosive, politically damaging secrets to key members of his team. And he was guarded by an insular and zealously protective inner circle of advisers who did not always seem to grasp the seriousness -- or strangeness -- of what quickly became a steady drip of scandal, according to party strategists, Democratic officials and former staff members.

Repeatedly, Mr. Platner promised there was nothing else damaging from his past to come. And each time, he was wrong.

Mr. Platner, said Ronald Holmes III, his former national finance director, was "seriously flawed." But he faulted Mr. Platner's team for failing to "ask the right questions and get honest answers."

In a statement, the campaign disputed the idea that there was a lack of planning or infrastructure as "simply false," and said that the team "built the operation, strategy, and organization needed to create one of the strongest grass-roots campaigns Maine has ever seen."

This report is based on interviews with more than 30 people who interacted with the campaign or Mr. Platner, many of whom were granted anonymity to discuss sensitive matters.

In June, as rumors swirled about a damaging story coming from The New York Times featuring several of Mr. Platner's ex-girlfriends, Mr. Katz called a top national Democratic strategist, insisting that there were no issues in Mr. Platner's past concerning his treatment of women, according to a person with direct knowledge of the conversation.

Mr. Katz said he had asked Mr. Platner directly and repeatedly whether anyone had made sexual assault allegations against him and the candidate had said no, according to two people familiar with the discussion who described it on the condition of anonymity.

"It's been a slow-rolling disaster instead of all happening at once -- it's been really drawn out and painful and difficult to watch," added Mr. Holmes, who resigned last fall after raising concerns about the professionalism of the campaign's senior leadership. "It's like we've been watching a mile-long train derail at four miles an hour."

That train finally crashed this week, when a woman who had dated Mr. Platner accused him of rape. He denied the allegation, but released a video saying he was taking time to "reflect" on his path forward.

Within roughly 24 hours, Democrats at every level had called for him to withdraw, and the Maine Democratic Party was on a war footing with its own nominee. Ambitious politicians were taking steps to try to succeed him on the ticket. And Democrats across the country wondered how one of their best chances to flip a Senate seat had imploded.

A 'Totenkopf' tattoo

Before Mr. Platner became the Democrats' biggest headache, his most ardent supporters spoke about him in strikingly lofty terms.

As his campaign was getting off the ground, Mr. Moraff likened him to Barack Obama in conversations with senior Democratic officials, according to two people with knowledge of the private conversations.

But there were early signs that Mr. Platner had serious political liabilities. Less than two weeks after he announced his bid, his wife, Amy Gertner, approached a top campaign aide. She wanted to disclose that Mr. Platner had been exchanging sexual messages with multiple women.

Mr. Platner was about to hold a campaign event with Senator Bernie Sanders, his first major endorser and a personal hero. Ms. Gertner told Genevieve McDonald, then the campaign's political director, that she worried Mr. Sanders would think less of her husband if he later found out about the exchanges with other women, Ms. McDonald recalled.

Amy Gertner and Graham Platner canvassing in Ellsworth, Maine, last November.  Robert F. Bukaty/Associated Press


Was that the extent of the controversy in Mr. Platner's personal life or was there more to worry about? Campaign officials appeared not to know.

A top Platner adviser had promised a national Democratic strategist that they would not launch a campaign without completing a full investigation of Mr. Platner's background. But, according to two people familiar with the campaign's operations, no extensive effort was undertaken in one of the marquee races of the midterm cycle.

Instead, they conducted an expedited review, resulting in a short risk-assessment memo.

Mr. Platner's campaign said that a research firm produced a vetting memo of nearly 50 pages that included searches of news reports, social media posts and public documents. They did not do exhaustive interviews with Mr. Platner.

"I said, 'None of this will or should stop him from becoming a U.S. senator,'" Mr. Moraff told The Wall Street Journal.

But others had access to significantly more damaging information about Mr. Platner's past.

In Northern Virginia, Lyndsey Fifield, a former girlfriend of Mr. Platner's, texted a private group chat of friends last summer about a tattoo on his chest widely recognized as a Nazi symbol. He had gotten it while serving in the military and referred to it, she has said, as "my Totenkopf."

The "Nazi tattoo on his chest," Ms. Fifield suggested, was going to be a problem.

The existence of the tattoo, however, did not immediately become public. In the meantime, Mr. Platner's campaign began to find an audience. He drew bigger and bigger crowds, crisscrossing the state for events and spending hours gabbing on podcasts.

Yet controversies kept arising. In October, CNN and other news outlets uncovered a trove of incendiary online posts that Mr. Platner had written between 2009 and 2021, which included dismissive comments about rape and sexual assault in the military.

Mr. Platner apologized, and has urged the public not to judge him for his worst moments on the internet.

The lack of disclosure about his past made Ms. McDonald, a former state legislator and lobbyist, uncomfortable. She quit the campaign in October.

Around the same time, photos of Mr. Platner's tattoo from his wife's Facebook account began leaking to news organizations.

The Platner team, hoping to defuse the potential damage, released video footage of a shirtless Mr. Platner with the tattoo visible to Pod Save America, a liberal podcast that supported his bid.

In a friendly interview, Mr. Platner dismissed the issue as little more than pearl-clutching by his opponents. "I am not a secret Nazi," he said. "Lifelong opponent."

At the time, Mr. Platner said in a statement that he did not know that his tattoo resembled a Nazi symbol until it became a campaign issue.

More staffers, including Mr. Holmes, left the campaign.

"It's not that complicated"

For months, there was little indication that any of the controversy was seriously hurting his candidacy.

As Mr. Platner's star rose through the winter and early spring, Mr. Katz was privately promoting him as a future presidential candidate for as soon as 2028, if he won his Senate bid.

When Janet Mills, his chief Democratic primary opponent, produced tough ads featuring his comments about women and rape, it did little to change the trajectory of the race. Poll after poll showed Mr. Platner leading Ms. Mills, a two-term governor who was supported by national Democratic leaders, by double-digits.

Mr. Platner built a movement-like following, emerging as one of his party's most powerful online fund-raisers. His campaign constructed an image of a working-class combat veteran who had returned to Maine to rebuild his life, who spoke movingly about the failings of American foreign policy and rallied voters with his promises to take on a political system dominated by corporations and billionaires. Democrats flocked to his town hall meetings.

Publicly, at least, the candidate expressed nothing but bravado.

In an April interview, he dismissed any jitters about going up against Ms. Mills -- a former prosecutor -- in a series of planned public debates.

As his campaign progressed, Mr. Platner built a movement-like following. Graeme Sloan/Getty Images


Mr. Platner had debated before, he said, in college classes. His preparations, he said, were "standard run-of-the mill debate prep."

"Honestly, I've seen enough and read enough about politics that it looks and sounds very much like what debate prep usually looks like," he said.

He added: "Standing up and talking about the things you believe in, it's not that complicated."

Mr. Platner's theory about debating would never be tested. The next morning, Ms. Mills dropped out the race, saying she lacked the funds to compete.

But by June, Mr. Platner was trailing far behind Ms. Collins in campaign funds. Mr. Platner's campaign had only about $1.3 million cash on hand a few weeks before he exited the race, according to his campaign -- a fraction of Ms. Collins's $9.7 million war chest as of late May. A person familiar with the campaign's finances said the amount of cash available to spend was even lower -- under $100,000.

The campaign raised nearly $9 million last quarter, said a campaign official, more than doubling the previous quarter's haul. While the campaign successfully focused on attracting small-dollar donations, it struggled to recruit and retain big-dollar donors.

Campaign aides told top Democratic strategists that donors kept raising concerns about the tattoo and his other controversies. Their requests for help assuaging donors' concerns were met with silence from the national committee, according to three people familiar with discussions.

Last week, Mr. Platner kicked off a call with a new national finance committee -- a first, if belated, step to bundle checks from wealthy donors, according to an invitation seen by The Times. And the campaign took its worries about money public, warning on a call with reporters that he was being swamped on the airwaves.

Estimates showed they were set to be outspent by 2 to 1 on advertising by Ms. Collins and her allies through Election Day, according to data from the media tracking firm AdImpact.

"I was training with my jujitsu buddies at my kids' class yesterday," Ben Chin, Mr. Platner's campaign manager, told reporters. "There were these radio ads that were coming on as we were listening, and people were starting to give me a hard time, like, 'Oh, where are your radio ads?'"

A campaign in crisis

The campaign's money troubles were exacerbated by a series of even more damaging revelations about his personal conduct and treatment of women. In May, The Wall Street Journal and The New York Times published stories detailing sexual text exchanges with women that had worried Ms. McDonald and Ms. Gertner nearly 10 months earlier.

In early June, Mr. Platner found himself in a private meeting in Washington facing questions from senators about whether more damaging revelations were yet to come. He promised that there was nothing else, according to a person familiar with the discussion.

In early June, Mr. Platner faced questions from senators in Washington about whether more damaging revelations were yet to come. Kylie Cooper/Reuters


But it became clear that Mr. Platner and his team were in crisis mode. He flew home to Maine, and frantically dialed ex-girlfriends to find people who would testify to his good character.

He called Representative Ro Khanna, an early supporter from California, to warn him that The Times was going to publish a story that would detail his "toxic relationships." He was a "terrible boyfriend" and made misogynistic comments, he said, according to someone familiar with the discussion, but nothing worse.

Days later, The Times published accounts from three women who had been in romantic relationships with Mr. Platner for years. They said he could be demeaning to women and, in at least one case, even physically threatening.

In the immediate aftermath, many activists and politicians went to their partisan corners.

"There are no saints in the United States Senate," Mr. Sanders said.

Graham Platner officially won the Democratic nomination in Maine's midterm primary race on June 9. Sophie Park for The New York Times


But other prominent Democrats started speaking out more bluntly. 

"I look forward to the day where I am not answering every single week a question about bad behavior by another dude," an exasperated Senator Elissa Slotkin, a Michigan Democrat who had not endorsed Mr. Platner, said in an interview on MS Now.

In private meetings, even strong supporters began raising concerns.

By late June, Mr. Platner found what he hoped would be a powerful answer to critics: an endorsement by Planned Parenthood Action Fund at a splashy rally, portraying him as a champion of abortion rights.

Planned Parenthood officials knew their endorsement was a political risk, according to someone familiar with internal discussions. But they desperately wanted to defeat Ms. Collins.

Before they offered their endorsement, Alexis McGill Johnson, the chief executive of the group's political arm, had posed to Mr. Platner the question that so many others had asked: Was there anything else that would come out about him?

Again, he said no. She responded with an ultimatum. If anything worse were to come out about him, he should not expect the women's group to clean up after him.

On Monday evening, as news that he had been accused of rape ricocheted across the country, the group quickly withdrew its support.

By midweek, as Democratic officials pushed for Mr. Platner to rapidly exit the race, the besieged candidate and a handful of aides, including Mr. Katz, hunkered down in his blue-shingled house and tried to challenge establishment politics one last time. Journalists trailed them to the local convenience store, where "The Graham," a roast beef and pepper-jack sub, has been a popular deli counter order.

Political strategist Morris Katz, right, exits the Sullivan, Maine, home of Democratic Senate candidate Graham Platner on Wednesday Ryan David Brown for The New York Times


On Wednesday night, his campaign released a video in which Mr. Platner suspended his campaign and blamed his loss on the "corporate media system" and "political establishment."

"We did it the right way," he said. "And we won and now they are not going to let us have it. Not if it's me."

Theodore Schleifer contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/07/08/us/politics/graham-platner-campaign-implosion-maine.html
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Security Precaution Led Trump to Use Old Air Force One in Leaving Turkey

The Secret Service is said to have asked that the president not use the Qatari-donated jet when he left Ankara. The swap deepens questions about the retrofitting of the new plane.

Video: Trump Leaves Turkey on Old Air Force One Plane as Security Precaution

President Trump changed airplanes at the urging of the Secret Service, flying on the old Air Force One jet as a security precaution instead of the new Qatari-gifted plane for part of his return trip from a NATO summit in Turkey.


By Tyler Pager, Julian E. Barnes, Eric Schmitt and Eric Lipton
Tyler Pager reported from Ankara, Turkey. Julian E. Barnes, Eric Schmitt and Eric Lipton reported from Washington.


Jul 09, 2026 at 07:03 a.m.

President Trump flew out of Turkey on Wednesday night on the old Air Force One instead of his new Qatari-donated Boeing 747-8 as a security precaution related to the resumption of hostilities with Iran, according to people briefed on the plans, who said the change came at the urging of the Secret Service.

The swap deepens questions about whether the new plane, which the president had pressed to be ready as soon as possible, was retrofitted with sufficient security measures over the last year. Lawmakers and some officials have raised concerns about whether the expedited timeline allowed for the addition of an advanced missile defense system and other modifications used to protect the president.

In a statement, Steven Cheung, the White House communications director, said that "the new Air Force One is a state-of-the-art aircraft that has been fitted with high-level security protocols that ensure the safety of the president and his staff."

"As the president has said recently, there are many enemies of America who have their sights on him, and we use every tool at our disposal -- including distraction and misdirection -- to address those threats," he added.

But people briefed on the new plane's capabilities, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive security issues, said the new plane does not have all the features of the older plane. The switch in the president's aircraft when he departed Turkey was a precautionary measure made at the advice of the Secret Service and not because of a specific threat, they said.

Mr. Trump, who has marveled at the luxury touches of his new jet, flew on it on Monday night to go to Turkey for a NATO summit. After his arrival, the conflict with Iran reignited, and the United States launched a series of strikes against that country while Mr. Trump and NATO leaders were about 1,000 miles away in Ankara.

The president on Wednesday denied that the change in his aircraft was made because of security concerns. Instead, he asserted that the swap was so the new jet could leave early and make stops at U.S. military bases to show it off to the troops because the aircraft is "magnificent."

But when pressed by reporters in Ankara about the reason for the change, Mr. Trump also repeatedly noted that he was Iran's No. 1 target, and referred at one point to having seen or been briefed on a list of Tehran's targets in recent days.

The newer jet before its maiden flight as Air Force One last week. President Trump denied on Wednesday that the change in his aircraft from Turkey was made because of security concerns. Doug Mills/The New York Times


Earlier Wednesday, Mr. Trump wrote in a social media post that he would fly aboard the older aircraft "for old time's sake" out of Ankara so that the newer plane could be shown off at Mildenhall Air Force Base in England to give U.S. troops a "chance to tour the Aircraft."

The Secret Service declined to comment, referring to the president's post as the explanation for the change.

When Mr. Trump departed Ankara, he boarded the old aircraft unusually quickly, before the journalists traveling with him could watch or photograph him ascending the steps, as they typically do. Passengers on board were also instructed to pull their window shades down before takeoff.

The plane landed at Mildenhall late Wednesday night, and then the president switched to the new jet to return to Washington.

After Mr. Trump departed, he told reporters that they had probably been instructed to close their blinds when leaving Ankara because they were "on a dangerous plane" due to the threat from Iran.

The older plane has been widely reported to be equipped with a system designed to blind an incoming antiaircraft missile, along with "chaff" that could be deployed to mislead a missile and force it off course. 

It is unclear how many, if any, of those capabilities have been installed on the newer plane that was donated from Qatar, which Mr. Trump has been eager to get into service.

Industry and Pentagon officials have said such an extensive upgrade could cost as much as $1 billion and take up to two years to complete. But in testimony before Congress, Troy E. Meink, the Air Force secretary, estimated that the modifications would run "probably less than $400 million."

The Air Force started upgrading the 747 jetliner in the United States last summer.

Air Force officials said at the time that they were modifying the jet for "executive airlift" support, on orders of Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, but that all other details about the upgrade were classified.

The plan immediately drew criticism from some members of Congress. The lawmakers expressed concern that Mr. Trump would pressure the Air Force to do the work so fast that sufficient security measures would not be built into the plane, including missile defense systems or even systems to protect it from the electromagnetic effects of a nuclear blast.

Much of the retrofitting and refurbishing that the Air Force described took place at a Texas facility known for secret technology projects.

Andrew P. Hunter, the former Air Force assistant secretary who was in charge of the Air Force One program during the Biden administration, said that a true retrofit of a 747 jet to prepare it to become Air Force One would require more than a year of work.

It is unclear how many, if any, of the defense features of the old Air Force One have been installed on the newer plane. Allison Robbert for The New York Times


That is because the base plane, even if it has a luxurious interior, needs significant modifications to its physical structure to accommodate special security upgrades -- work that would have taken longer than the Air Force had to retrofit the donated Qatari jet.

Mr. Hunter would not name the more complicated security upgrades individually because they are considered classified. But other government officials have told The New York Times that this more complex work includes advanced missile defense systems and hardening of the plane's wiring to protect it from an electromagnetic pulse, in case there is a nuclear strike. It is unclear whether such work was done to the Qatari jet.

"In that time they had, they would be able to accommodate communications upgrades," Mr. Hunter said, referring to vital security equipment that allows a president to be in contact at all times. "But not anything that would require significant structural work."

Mr. Hunter added: "To do a full Air Force One equivalent upgrade does require structural modifications."

The Times asked the Air Force earlier this year whether these kinds of measures had been included in the updates to the Qatari jet. The Air Force declined to respond to the questions.

Doug Mills and David E. Sanger contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/07/08/us/politics/trump-air-force-one-security.html
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Final Stage of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei's Funeral Begins After Delay

Thousands gathered for the procession in Mashhad for the supreme leader, who was killed in the first U.S.-Israeli attacks of the war. Hours earlier, the United States and Iran traded strikes.

Video: 

Mourners paying their respects on Thursday to Ayatollah Ali Khamenei at this funeral ceremony in the central part of the city of Mashhad, Iran.


By Abdi Latif Dahir and Leo Sands
Abdi Latif Dahir reported from Mashhad, Iran


Jul 09, 2026 at 05:34 p.m.

The final stage of the funeral procession for Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the former supreme leader of Iran, set off through the holy city of Mashhad on Thursday afternoon, after days of public ceremonies that drew hundreds of thousands of mourners in Iran and Iraq.

The procession in Ayatollah Khamenei's hometown began hours later than scheduled and unfolded against the backdrop of renewed strikes between the United States and Iran. Iranian officials said that U.S. forces had struck railway bridges in the country's northeast, disrupting passenger services on the route between Tehran, the capital, and Mashhad.

The claim could not be immediately verified and the U.S. military did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Tens of thousands of mourners gathered to watch the truck carrying Ayatollah Khamenei's coffin as it traveled through Mashhad to the sprawling Imam Reza Shrine where his body will be buried.

Many of the mourners had been there since before dawn, filling streets, mosques and the gold-domed shrine. Some waved flags bearing the ayatollah's portrait and carried huge signs with slogans vowing to avenge his killing. Overhead sprinklers sprayed water into the air to cool the crowd in the scorching heat.

Iran has sought to present the funeral as a show of unity and defiance against the United States.

As the procession passed along the city's packed boulevard, many mourners wept and moved to the front of the crowd to lay their hands on the side of the truck carrying the coffin.

The start of the procession was postponed by about eight hours, Iran's state broadcaster IRIB reported, blaming the delay on large crowds on Wednesday in the Iraqi cities of Najaf and Karbala. The explanation, which was attributed to the funeral's organizing committee, did not specify why the high number of mourners in Iraq would have caused a delay.

The United States and Iran have ratcheted up hostilities this week, trading strikes for a second consecutive night after President Trump said on Wednesday that he thought their cease-fire was "over."

Iranian railway officials said that because of the attack on the railway line, buses would take stranded passengers to Mashhad. The authorities had previously said they expected over a million people to attend the final day of the funeral.

On Wednesday, a convoy carried Ayatollah Khamenei's coffin through the streets in Najaf and Karbala, where hundreds of thousands of mourners prayed and wept for the Shiite Muslim cleric. Iraq is home to the Middle East's second-largest Shiite Muslim population after Iran.

Mourners carry the coffin of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in Najaf, Iraq, on Wednesday. Sergey Ponomarev for The New York Times


Crowds began arriving in Mashhad late Wednesday, streaming into the holy city from across Iran and abroad. Long after midnight, the streets around the shrine were packed with people waving Iranian flags, chanting religious slogans and commemorating the life of Ayatollah Khamenei.

Inside the Imam Reza Shrine, one of the holiest sites in Shiite Islam, thousands of worshipers kept vigil through the night. Some recited verses from the Quran while others prayed quietly in groups. Families spread blankets and thin carpets across the shrine's vast courtyards and nearby sidewalks, sleeping where they could as they waited for the funeral ceremonies to begin at daybreak.

As the sun rose, the crowds swelled. Imam Reza Boulevard, the main avenue leading to the shrine, was closed to traffic and transformed into a sea of mourners. With temperatures climbing quickly, many sought shelter beneath tents or in narrow strips of shade cast by buildings and trees. Volunteers distributed tea and bottled water as giant screens broadcast live images from inside the shrine.

Iran's leaders hoped the funeral would serve as a show of unity to rally supporters and warn adversaries and potential dissidents of its strengths, said Ali Ansari, a professor of Iranian history at the University of St. Andrews.

But he said that the resumption of hostilities undermined the Iranian government's narrative that it had won the war, a message it wanted to reinforce with the funeral. "They wanted to present it as resolved in their favor," he said.

On Wednesday, Mr. Trump had told reporters at the NATO summit in Ankara, Turkey, that the Iranians authorities had requested a "time out" from the conflict during the funeral proceedings.

Earlier this week, though, the long-simmering tensions over shipping in the Strait of Hormuz boiled over. Both Iran and the United States said the strait would reopen following last month's preliminary cease-fire deal, but Iran has sought to assert its control over the critical waterway and U.S. officials demanded that it return to its prewar status. This week Central Command accused Iranian forces of attacking commercial ships in the strait and said it hit almost 100 Iranian military targets in response.

The gatherings in Mashhad underscored both the religious and political significance of Ayatollah Khamenei's death. Pilgrims and mourners had traveled not only from across Iran but also from countries with large Shiite populations, including Iraq, Pakistan and India, as well as Senegal and Nigeria. For many, the funeral marked the passing of one of the most influential figures in modern Shiite Islam.

Shawn McCreesh contributed reporting from Ankara, Turkey, and Sanam Mahoozi contributed reporting from London.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/07/09/world/middleeast/khamenei-funeral-iran.html
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The Man Who Cried Goooooooooooal

The Telemundo announcer Andres Cantor must train to deliver his famed scoring celebration for the World Cup, where he could call 20 games in about a month.

Video: 



By Emmanuel Morgan
Visuals by Steven Molina Contreras
Reporting from Los Angeles


Jun 26, 2026 at 10:15 p.m.

Moments before munching on a salad at an upscale Italian restaurant in Los Angeles, Andres Cantor was stopped by a worker for a brief conversation in Spanish. After dinner, another worker hailed him down to take a photograph together near the car valet stand.

"This happens all the time," Cantor told a reporter in English.

Cantor is a soccer celebrity currently starring in his 10th men's World Cup. But his great physical skill is not precision dribbling of Lionel Messi or the acceleration of Kylian Mbappe. It is his buoyant and limber voice.

As a play-by-play announcer for the Spanish-speaking network Telemundo, Cantor must capture the explosive moment whenever a player finds the back of the net. And he does not treat "gol," or "goal," as a typical one-syllable word. He enthusiastically elongates it, stretching the word for upward of 10 seconds, while curling his lips and cupping his hand near his ear.

For three decades of World Cup broadcasts, from booths in Brazil, Russia, Qatar and more, Cantor, 63, has filled the airwaves with his trademark cry of "GOOOOOOOOOOOAL!"

Video: 

Listen to Andres Cantor's famous goal call.

His notable call has made Cantor, whose social media handle is @AndresCantorGol, a cultural sensation. He has voiced a cartoon version of himself in "The Simpsons," appeared with the television hosts David Letterman and Regis Philbin and filmed commercials for Geico and Coors Light.

"It's pure commentary master class -- taking the emotions from the field and transmitting them to a global audience, a skill that he has perfected over the years," Gianni Infantino, the president of FIFA, the World Cup's organizing body, said in a statement.

Cantor, who was born in Argentina before moving to the United States as a teenager, said he valued acting as a bridge between English- and Spanish-speaking audiences. He also hopes his calls help get the attention of people who watch soccer only every few years, during the World Cup.

"If I can retain 10 percent of those casual fans and convert them," he said, "I think that is my calling."

Ahead of each World Cup, Cantor hires a voice coach to prepare him and his vocal cords for the strenuous stretch of games, possibly 20 or more in about a month.

At a Midtown Manhattan office in May, he completed a virtual lesson in which he blew water through a straw for one exercise and pressed his fingers to his cheeks in another. The coach has sent him an audio recording to follow as a warm-up on the road.

He sometimes jokes with his coach that their lessons will be moot in the heat of the moment.

"'Do you really think that I'm going to remember what you're telling me to do when Argentina is like a second away from winning the World Cup?'" Cantor said, chuckling over dinner.

Cantor, who was born in Argentina before moving to the United States as a teenager, is announcing his 10th men's World Cup.


That exact scenario happened in 2022. When Argentina defeated France in a penalty shootout in the World Cup final, Cantor began crying and embracing his broadcast partner, his voice cracking as he screamed, "Argentina, campeon del mundo!" ("Argentina, champion of the world").

Journalists are traditionally expected to remain unbiased, but Cantor said that pride and relief for his home country took over. He said he felt he had called a balanced game and also showed enthusiasm during the French goals. His boss agreed.

"If you do it in a way where you're showing your emotions with class, which I think is what he did, there's no issue," said Joaquin Duro, the executive vice president for sports at Telemundo. "He was able to finish the plays, give you the information and then just burst into tears of happiness."

Carli Lloyd, a two-time World Cup champion with the U.S. women's national team, said she appreciated that Cantor demonstrated the same energy for women's games, including his call after she scored a long-distance goal in the 2015 World Cup final.

"Everything that he leaves out there within that game is truly what makes him special," Lloyd said.

This year, the World Cup is being hosted by three countries for the first time, with games being held in 16 cities across the United States, Canada and Mexico.

About six hours before the United States opened its tournament with a resounding 4-1 win over Paraguay, Cantor leaned over a railing and looked at the empty field outside Los Angeles. He playfully threw boxing jabs with one of his colleagues, and then found a quiet moment to eat lunch before the stadium filled with fans.

"World Cups are usually gruesome," Cantor said. "Rest is key."

Cantor had been awake since around 5 a.m. to complete a live shot with the "Today" show near his hotel. An early flight to Houston awaited him the next day so he could call a game between Germany and Curacao. Two days after that game, Cantor found himself in Kansas City, Mo., to announce the Argentina-Algeria matchup.

When Messi scored for the third time in a game where he became the leading scorer in World Cup history, Cantor sustained a "goal" call for nearly 12 continuous seconds.


Although his father was a physician and his mother was a psychologist, Cantor wanted to become a journalist, involved in big events. They were shocked when he walked into their bedroom before his freshman year at the University of Southern California and declared his aspirations.

"'But you will starve yourself,'" Cantor recalled his father telling him.

Cantor worked as a print journalist for the Argentine publishing company Editorial Atlantida before becoming an anchor for the Spanish-speaking network Univision, where he called the 1990 World Cup in Italy. But he broke through in 1994, the previous time the United States hosted the men's World Cup, with the help of his enthusiastic calls.

After announcing games, Cantor would be the subject of interviews with media outlets. When Letterman's staff tried to book him, he initially hesitated. The show was being taped on his day off, and he wanted to rest. Cantor's wife changed his mind.

Two years after he called the 1998 World Cup in France for Univision, Cantor moved to Telemundo. The network, now owned by NBCUniversal, did not secure the Spanish-language media rights for the World Cup until 2011, but Cantor called tournament games for the radio station Futbol de Primera.

Cantor hoped his calls help get the attention of people who watch soccer only every few years, during the World Cup. "If I can retain 10 percent of those casual fans and convert them," he said, "I think that is my calling."


Along with warming up his voice months before the tournament, Cantor watched international games to observe players who would be involved in the World Cup. He closely studied pronunciations to ensure he would announce their names properly in their native dialect.

"I have Dutch names from the Curacao players and German for the German players and I'm speaking in Spanish," Cantor said. "That is always a challenge."

Cantor's son, Nico, is now also in broadcasting, as a commentator for Futbol de Primera and CBS Sports. When they are occasionally assigned the same game, they try to take a picture together at the stadium.

Nico Cantor said that at a dinner at his parents' home in Miami, he jokingly called his father's handwriting illegible when he saw his notes sprawled on the table. But he said they also helped him fully understand his father's high level of preparation for the World Cup.

"It's part of our identity as a family," Nico Cantor said. "I couldn't imagine our lives without it."

Cinematography by Gus Aronson.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/26/arts/television/andres-cantor-telemundo-world-cup-goal.html
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